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INTRODUCTION. 


The  history  of  the  work,  of  which  these  pages  form  the 
oommencement,  is  briefly  told.  It  has  pleased  Gkxi,  of 
His  great  mercy,  to  reyive  among  us  a  widelynspread 
and  increasing  desire  for  that  deeper,  more  sustained 
communion  with  Him,  which  consists  in  the  secret 
exercise  of  the  thoughts  and  affections  upon  definite 
spiritual  objects,  as  distinct  from  simple  supplication, 
or  what  is  ordinarily  known  as  mental  prayer  or  medi- 
tation. But  among  our  many  devotional  aids,  there 
are  few*  which  supply  the  food  necessary  for  such 
exercises.  The  assistance  which  is  provided  by  God 
Himself  in  the  Holy  Scriptures  is  indeed  the  never- 
£Edling  treasury,  to  which  we  may  always  resort  as  our 
fullest  and  rj|)iest  supply  of  materials  best  adapted  for 
our  use.     But  at  the  same  time  we  need  detailed 

♦  The  «•  Daily  Steps  to  Hearen,"  and  Mr.  Orby  Shipley's 
"Meditations" — more  recently  published — ^may  be  mentioned  as 
the  chief  exceptions,  together  with  Dr.  Clark's  "Meditations," 
which,  in  some  measure,  ai-e  intended  to  supply  the  same  eiid. 
The  two  former  are  published  by  Mr.  Masters,  the  lattterby 
Mr.B«U. 
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vi  Introduction, 

exposition — the  enlargement  and  arrangement  of  Scrip- 
ture truth,  methodically  set  forth,  so  as  to  direct  the 
current  of  thought,  and  point  out  the  practical  lessons 
to  be  drawn  from  it.  Even  those  who  are  most  ad- 
vanced in  the  habit  of  mental  prayer,  often  need  the 
aid  thus  afforded  by  the  thoughts  of  others  brought  to 
bear  in  order  upon  the  great  principles  of  the  Faith, 
and  the  mysteries  and  graces  of  the  spiritual  life. 

The  idea  of  a  daily  course  of  subjects  for  the  year,  as 
heat  adapted  most  effectually  to  provide  such  aid,  was 
suggested  to  one  whose  name  is  well  known  and 
honoured  among  our  faithful  laity;  and  the  present 
publication  is  the  fii*st  fruits  of  the  undertaking.  If  it 
should  be  favourably  received,  the  Author  will  be  the 
more  encouraged  to  proceed  to  its  intended  completion. 
The  genei*al  plan  of  the  work  has  been  formed  inde- 
pendently of  any  previous  arrangement  of  a  similar 
kind,  the  order  of  our  Church  seasons  only  being  fol- 
lowed as  the  guide ;  but  suggestions  have  been  freely 
drawn  from  various  sources  in  the  comjiosition  of  the 
subject-matter  of  the  Meditations.  The  subjects,  as 
well  as  their  treatment,  are  of  a  simple  character.  And 
experience  proves  that  the  simpler  elements  of  our 
feith  and  life  in  God  form  ordinarily  the  most  profitable 
subjects  for  such  exercises,  the  fittest  basis  on  which 
the  Holy  Spirit,  as  He  kindles  each  soul  according 
to  His  gracious  will,  builds  up  the  growing  fabric  of 
the  Divine  life,  enabling  it  to  attain  even  advanced 
heights  of  heavenly  illumination  and  ardour  in  union 
with  God. 

The  undersigned  ventures  very  earnestly  to  commend 
this  work,  believing  it  to  be  a  most  valuable  help.towards 
the  exercise  of  a  mode  of  devotion  too  long  neglected 
nmang  tlb,  and  still  very  partially  practised,  but  which 
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spiritaal  writers  have  agreed  in  recommending  as  most 
efficacious  of  all  others  in  cherishing  and  deepening  ''  a 
life  hid  with  Christ  in  Gk)d."  His  own  portion  in  the 
work  has  smiply  been  to  look  over  the  sheets  as  they 
passed  through  the  press;  but  he  begs  that  all  who 
may  derive  benefit  from  these  Meditations,  may  some- 
times remember  in  their  intercessions  those  to  whose 
loving  labours  and  care  we  are  indebted  for  them. 

T.  T.  Carter. 


Clewer  Rectory,  Oct.,  1866. 
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Lv  Meditation  or  Mental  Prayer  we  speak  to  God ;  and 
we  listen  to  His  voice  speaking  to  us.  The  mind  and 
the  heart  speak  to  God  in  prayer,  by  making  Acts  of 
Supplication,  Sorrow  for  sin.  Adoration,  Praise,  and 
Thanksgiving,  and  the  like. 

We  listen  to  Almighty  God  in  prayer,  by  making 
from  time  to  time  short  pauses,  so,  as  it  were,  to  give 
Him  the  opportunity  of  speaking  to  our  souls. 

All  Christians,  whoever  they  may  be,  are  called  to 
use  this  means  of  grace ;  and  the  benefit  of  it  is  great ; 
for,  as  St.  Paul  tells  St.  Timothy,  the  study  of  "  the 
Holy  Scriptures  is  able  to  make  us  wise  unto  salvation, 
through  faith  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus  "  (1  Tim.  iii.  15). 
The  deepest  mysteries  of  our  faith,  and  especially  the 
life  and  Passion  of  our  Blessed  Lord,  are  the  most  pro- 
fitable subjects  for  meditation. 

Mental  prayer  consists  of  four  parts.  The  Prepara- 
tion, the  Considerations,  the  Affections,  and  the  Resolu- 
tions. 

I.  The  Preparation. — ^Place  yourself  reverently  in 
the  presence  of  Grod ;  and  ask  Him,  in  some  such  'woid^ 


as  Ihe  fc^Ioiriiigj.  to  gire  jx»  the  help  of  His  Holy 
^itrit,  to  enl^ten  tool  a&d  to  teach  von  scone  lesson 
from  the  soii^ect  of  tout  day  s  meditaticsL 

Frcnfrr  l^fort  JM 4  tat  tot*. — O  Losd,  I  am  now  in  Thy 
presence-  S»id  me,  I  beseech  Thee,  Thy  Holy  Spirit 
to  enli^it^i  and  to  teach  me,  and  guide  me  in  all  my 
thoughts  and  snj^^iicatioats,  fiar  without  Thee  I  can  do 
no  good  thing;  for  Jesus  Christ  s  sake. — Am^n. 

n.  The  CossmsRATioss. — Bead  and  think  over  the 
subject  of  your  meditation,  and  how  it  applks  to  your 
own  life  with  regard  to  the  past,  the  present,  and  the 
future;  both  as  to  fa^ults  ccnnniitted,  evil  habits  in- 
dulged in,  duties  neglected,  or  a  higher  aim  to  be 
reached  after.  Think  who  it  is  that  speaks  to  you; 
and  let  His  Diyine  voice  draw  you  onward,  upward, 
nearer  to  Himselfl 

m.  The  Atpections.— From  what  you  have  been 
thinking  oyer,  stir  up  feelings  in  your  heart,  either  of 
Faiths  Hope,  Love,  Sorrow  for  sin.  Gratitude,  and 
Adoration ;  or  of  Humility,  Patience,  Conformity  to  the 
Will  of  Grod,  and  other  Christian  graces  brought  to 
your  mind  by  the  subject  of  your  meditation. 

r\'.  The  Besolittions. — ^Make  some  good  resolution 
out  of  the  thoughts  which  Grod  has  put  into  your  mind 
during  your  meditation.  If  He  has  shown  you  where 
you  have  neglected  your  duty,  resolve,  by  His  grace,  to 
fulfil  it  better.  If  He  has  shown  you  any  more  of  your 
own  sinfulness,  or  taught  you  to  see  the  guilt  of  any 
fault  of  which  you  had  before  thought  lightly,  resolve, 
by  His  help,  to  put  it  away,  and  overcome  it.  Deter- 
mine to  do  so  on  that  very  day,  or  to  use  the  very  next 
opportunity. 
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Before  you  rise  from  your  knees  thank  God  that  He 
has  allowed  you  to  come  into  His  presence,  and  for  the 
help  and  light  He  has  given  yotu  Offer  to  Him  your 
meditation  in  some  such  prayer  as  the  following:  "I 
offer  to  Thee,  0  my  Grod,  this  my  meditation,  beseech- 
ing Thee  that  it  may  bo  for  Thy  greater  honour  and 
glory,  and  for  the  salyation  of  my  own  soul,  through 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. — Amen" 

Bes^ch  God  to  bless  your  prayer ;  and  ask  for  grace 
to  keep  the  resolutions  you  haye  made. 

Gather  one  special  thought  out  of  your  meditation  to 
keep  in  your  mind  during  the  day ;  and  make  a  short 
prayer  or  ejaculation  ixpon  it  to  use  frequently  until 
your  next  meditation. 


PKEf 'ACE  FOE  ADVENT. 


The  season  of  Advent,  or  the  Coming  of  our  Lord  on 
earth,  is  appointed  by  the  Church  as  a  time  of  holy 
OQDtemplation  and  prayer,  that  our  hearts  may  be  made 
ready  for  the  great  festival  of  Christmas.  During  the 
four  weeks  of  Advent  we  rejoice  in  hope :  we  desire  to 
celebrate  the  birth  of  the  Messiah,  as  the  day  of  our  re- 
demption from  the  bondage  of  sin.  Let  our  thoughts  be 
solemn  too,  as  well  as  joyful ;  for  that  day  was  but  the 
beginning  of  sorrows  to  the  Son  of  man.  His  whole 
life  was  a  life  of  suffering,  from  the  cradle  to  the  cross, 
—and  that  for  us  sinners,  who  loved  Him  not. 

Jesus  Christ,  our  infant  Saviour  and  our  King,  is 
coming  as  the  Sun  of  Righteousness,  to  shed  His  bright- 
ness through  the  dark  valleys  of  a  world  of  sin.  He 
calls  us  unto  Himself:  He  says  to  His  Church,  "  Arise, 
shine :  for  thy  Light  is  come,  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord 
is  risen  upon  thee  *'  (Isai.  Ix.  1).  Let  us  arise,  and  go  to 
meet  Him,  clothed  with  humility,  knowing  how  un- 
worthy we  are  to  be  called  after  His  name.  Let  hymns 
of  praise  and  anthems  of  love  be  daily  sung  in  every 
church,  with  the  incense  of  prayer,  and  the  sacrifice  of 
adoration. 

Beyond  this  we  must  pass  onwards  to  our  Lord's 
second  advent,  when  He  will  summon  all  the  faithful 
to  His   Father's  "  eyerJasting  mansions."    His   ftist 
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^jprottch  w»s  fo9€«old  br  the  prtDf^ts.as  "  the  ace 
able  year,''  when  ''the  I>E£iie  of  all  natknis^  she 
came.  All  tilings  waited  for  Him  then :  and  all  th 
wait  DOW  fat  His  rteappeaiance  at  the  general  resiu 
ticm.  Angds  announced  His  birth:  so  will  they  at 
Him  in  the  Last  Day,  coming  in  the  clonds  of  hea 
He  Xock,  npon  Him  the  ionn.  of  a  servant ;  He  wil 
turn  as  King  <^  kings !  He  submitted  to  the  jadgr 
of  wicked  men ;  He  win  hereafter  sit  as  Judge  of 
workL  Once  the  Child  of  Sorrows,  He  will  then  ap 
as  the  Lord  Almighty,  before  Whom  the  saints 
Alleluias.  He  Who  was  wrapped  in  swaddling  cloi 
lying  in  the  manger  of  Bethlehem,  will  then  be  am 
in  robes  of  li^t,  on  His  throne  in  heaven. 

All  you  who  would  lire  as  in  the  presence  of  J 
Christ  our  Lord,  take  this  to  your  ccHufort,  that  £ 
erer  ready  to  come  to  you.  Throughout  each  Ad-^ 
in  all  h<dy  seasons,  every  time  you  join  in  the  as.* 
blies  of  His  Church,  He  is  present  with  you.  Whei 
erei  two  or  three  meet  together  in  His  name,  has  H< 
said,  **  There  am  I  in  the  midst  of  them  "  ?  In  the  c 
of  your  own  chamber,  every  hour  of  the  day,  if  you 
listen,  you  may  hear  a  still  small  voice,  which  ca] 
none  other  than  His,  telling  you  what  to  do— w 
way  to  turn.  He  bids  us  watch,  like  the  wise  vii 
in  the  parable,  having  our  lamps  trimmed,  and 
hghts  burning,  ready  for  the  return  of  the  Bridegrc 
lest  coming  suddenly  He  find  us  sleeping. 

May  God  in  mercy  grant  His  blessing  on  this  hui 
endeavour  to  prepare  our  hearts,  and  the  hearl 
others,  for  the  glorious  coming  of  His  well-beloved 
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jfftiSt  Sl^eHftatfom 

For  the  Sunday  of  the  First  Week  in  Advent, 

The  Bxddxn  Life  of  GHBisir  in  the  Bosom  of  the 

Father. 

**Inihe  beginning  was  the  Word,"— St  John  i.  1. 

Thboughout  Holy  Scripture  Qod  graciously  speaks  to 
us  in  such  plain  terms  as  are  best  suited  to  our  under- 
standing. Thus  His  Diyine  Son  is  here  called  "  The 
WoBD,"  because  He  reveals  the  Father's  mind  to  us; 
just  as,  among  men,  words  are  the  means  of  making 
known  their  thoughts  to  each  other.  Let  us  then  con- 
sider this  Divine  Person. 

1st  POINT,  His  Sonship.— He  is  the  Son  of  God, 
b^otten  in  all  the  fulness  of  the  eternal  perfections  of 
the  Father,  His  glory.  His  greatness,  goodness,  wisdom, 
power,  and  love.  He  is  holy,  and  i)erfect  as  the  Father. 
Being  thus  the  "  express  image  "  of  the  Father,  He,  and 
He  alone,  could  show  forth  to  the  world  the  perfections 
of  the  Divine  nature.  "  No  man  hath  seen  Gk)d  at  any- 
time ;"  but  "  the  only  begotten  Son  who  is  in  the  bosom 
of  the  Father,  He  hath  declared  Him." 

B 
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2nd  POINT,  His  Eternal  Existence.— The  Divine 
WoBD  is  eternal;  begotten  from  everlasting  of  the 
Father.  "He  was  in  the  b^inning  with  Gkxi"  (St. 
John  i.  2),  before  the  creation  of  the  world  or  of  any 
living  thing ;  for  "  all  things  were  made  by  Him,  and 
without  Him  was  not  anything  made  that  was  made.** 
He  is  "  Alpha  and  Omega,  the  Beginning  and  the  End, 
the  First  and  the  Last "  (Rev.  i.  8).  Therefore  He  is 
equally  to  be  adored  with  the  Father.  He  "  was,  and 
is,  and  is  to  come "  (Ibid.  i.  4).  Even  when  on  earth. 
He  was  still  one  with  the  Faiier,  for  He  said,  "  I  am 
not  alone,  but  I  and  the  Father  which  sent  me  "  (John 
viii.  32).  And  He  is  one  with  the  Father  now  in  glory ; 
for  he  ascended  up  again  on  high,  "  after  He  had  by 
Himself  purged  our  sins,*'  and  "  sat  down,"  where  He 
was  before  from  all  eternity,  "  on  the  right  hand  of 
the  Majesty  on  high;"  "Being  made  so  much  better 
than  the  angels,  as  He  hath  by  inheritance  obtained  a 
more  excellent  name  than  they  "  (Heb.  i.  1).  For  "  unto 
the  Son  He  saith,  Thy  throne,  0  God,  is  for  ever  and 
ever ;  a  sceptre  of  righteousness  is  the  sceptre  of  Thy 
Kingdom  "  (Ibid.  i.  8).  Therefore,  all-glorious,  and  all- 
holy  is  the  Eternal  Wobd  of  God. 

3rd  P  OINT.  His  Mysterious  Nature. — We  are  '*  fear- 
fully and  wonderfully  made,"  and  our  inward  spirit 
who  can  discern  ?  But  how  much  more  secret  and  in- 
scrutable is  the  life  of  the  Son  of  God,  and  the  eternal 
generation  from  the  Father !  The  worm  in  our  path 
cannot  understand  our  nature.  How  much  more  is 
the  nature  and  mind  of  G<xi  beyond  our  reach  to  com- 
prehend! But  He  gives  us  light  by  which  we  can, 
though  dimly,  see  Him,  Who  is  invisible.  By  faith  we 
are  enabled  to  see  some  manifestation  of  His  Being.  As 
we  see  images  in  a  glass.  He  reveals  himself  in  our 
minds.*^  This  seeing  by  faith  increases  as  we  become 
more  enlightened  by  His  Spirit  We  are  called  to  this — 
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2;row  in  grace,  and  in  the  knowledge  of  our  Lord 
Sayionr,  Jesns  Christ;"  for  in  the  knowledge  of 
is  true  joy,  both  on  earth  and  for  ever  in  Heaven. 

eternal  and  blessed  Son  of  Gk)d!  one  from  the 
ining  with  the  Father  in  glory,  majesty,  and  power, 
hsafe  to  make  Thyself  known  unto  me,  as  a  Saviour 
Deliverer !  help  me  to  love  Thee,  O  King  of  Glory ! 
it  that  the  knowledge  of  Thee  may  give  peace  unto 
ouL  O  Thou  Sun  of  Kighteousness,  do  Thou  shine 
my  poor  sinful  heart ;  enlighten  the  dark  comers 
tiis  n^lected  dwelling ;  shed  there  Thy  cheerfol 
as;  teach  me  to  long  after  Thee;  and  bless  me 
the  brightness  of  Thy  presence.  Hide  not  Thy 
from  me;  for  if  Thou  make  as  if  Thou  hearest 
I  shall  become  like  unto  them  that  go  down  into 
pit.  Thou  hast  said,  "  If  any  man  love  Me,  he  will 
)  my  words,  and  my  Father  will  love  him,  and  I 
come  unto  him,  and  manifest  myself  to  him."  O 
me  thus  to  love  Thee,  dear  Lord ;  let  me  hearken 
hy  voice  and  do  Thy  will,  that  Thou  mayest  love 
and  bless  me  with  the  knowledge  of  Thyself;  for 
now  Thee  is  everlasting  life.  May  I  so  learn  to 
If  Thee,  and  to  love  Thee  here  below,  that  I  may 
ingth  be  admitted  to  Thy  kingdom  in  glory,  and 
e  praise  Thee  for  ever.    Amen. 


For  Mattdayofthe  First  Week  in  Advent. 

mt  Word  abiding  m  the  Bosom  op  the  Fathek. 

"  Tfie  Word  was  with  (rod."— St.  John  i.  1. 
5  P  OINT.—'^  The  Word  was  with  GU>d,''  or  in  God ; 
is  to  say,  co-equal  with  the  Father  ;   one  with 
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Him  in  glory  from  the  beginning;  one  in  unity  of  will 
3uid  purpose;  one  in  mutual  love  and  delight;  pos- 
sessing perfect  and  eternal  happiness  by  a  perpetual 
presence  with  each  other. 

It  is  possible  for  man,  in  some  degree,  to  attain  to 
this  Divine  blessedness.  God  is  everywhere,  and  filleth 
all  things.  He  surrounds  us  with  His  Spirit  of  love, 
mercy,  and  peace.  He  comes  and  dwells  in  us,  and  we 
dwell  in  Him.  K  we  even  think  of  Him  lovingly.  He 
is  drawn  to  us.  If  we  seek  Him  earnestly,  with  loving 
desire,  we  find  Him  ready  to  receive  us.  As  a  tender 
Father,  He  makes  us  rest  in  His  bosom.  A  holy 
man  says,  "  Where  shall  we  find  true  rest  but  in  the 
bosom  of  our  God?" 

Eraser. 

O  blessed  and  merciful  Father,  who  beholdest  a&i 
off  the  returning  prodigal,  receive  me  again  to  the 
bosom  of  Thy  love ;  and  let  me  find  complete  rest,  and 
peace,  and  joy  to  my  soul,  in  Thee.    Amen, 

2nd  POINT.  The  Word,  abiding  ever  in  the  Bosom 
of  the  Father,  comes  forth  from  the  Father. — Christ 
says  of  Himself,  "  I  came  forth  from  the  Father ;  I  am 
come  into  the  world ;  again  I  leave  the  world,  and  go 
to  the  Father"  (St.  John  xvi.  28.)  Even  while  on  earth 
He  was  still  with  the  Father ;  for  He  said,  "  I  am  in  the 
Father,  and  the  Father  in  Me"  (St.  John  xiv.  11). 

We  must  learn  to  abide  in  God,  even  when  at  work. 
To  leave  off  prayer  is  not  to  separate  from  Qod,  We 
should  so  work  as  not  to  lose  His  presence ;  and,  when 
our  work  is  done,  return  to  Him  in  prayer.  Whether  in 
work  or  prayer,  He  is  the  true  rest  of  the  soul.  Be 
always  ready,  as  our  blessed  Saviour,  to  "leave  the 
world  and  go  to  the  Father."  Then  shall  we  always 
abide  with  Him. 
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Eraser. 

0,  blessed  and  mercifal  Sayiour,  do  Thou  so  fill  my 
tieut  with  Thy  love,  that  it  may  ever  lift  itself  to  Thee 
in  prayer,  in  tiie  midst  of  all  I  do ;  so  may  I  ever  be 
witii  Thee,  O  Lord,  and  Thou  with  me,  to  bless  and 
keep  me.    Amen, 

3nl  POINT.  Why  the  Divine  Wobd  left  the  bosom 
of  the  Father  to  abide  in  a  mortal  body. — ^It  was  to 
cQDverBO  with  men,  to  teach  them  concerning  their  sal- 
vation, to  make  them  partakers  of  true  happiness  with 
EBmself.  He  was  in  the  light,  which  no  sinners  can 
approach  unto,  yet  chose  to  take  the  same  body  of  flesh 
liith  them ;  to  b«ur  their  infirmities,  to  be  their  Deliverer 
from  sin,  to  enable  them  to  draw  near  to  Him,  to  love 
Him,  to  become  like  Him. 

0 !  adorable  wisdom  and  goodness  of  God,  to  invent 
such  a  way  of  raising  us  up  to  Himself.  We  were  sunk 
80  low,  that  we  could  never  have  risen  again  by  our 
own  strength;  therefore  He  stooped  to  our  nature,  and 
becoming  one  with  us,  made  it  possible  for  us  to  become 
one  with  him. 

Eraser. 

0,  mercifal  and  beloved  Saviour !  who  can  sufficiently 
bless  and  praise  Thee?  Great  things  hast  Thou  done 
fiv  us.  Thy  love  towards  us  is  indeed  wonderful. 
If  Thou  hadst  remained  in  Heaven  we  might  have 
perished  in  our  sins;  but  Thou  didst  vouchsafe  to 
leave  Thy  glory,  and  come  down  to  seek  Thy  poor 
sheep  that  were  lost.  By  Thy  Holy  Spirit,  kindle  in 
ne  such  fervent  love,  that  my  soul  may  long  and  faint 
for  the  brightness  of  Thy  countenance.  I  desire  to 
mite  myself  to  Thee  by  faith  and  love ;  henceforth  let 
lotbing  separate  me  from  Thee ;  that  so,  at  the  last 
lay,  I  may  be  found  in  the  number  of  the  redeemed, 
it  Thy  right  hand  for  evermore.    Amen, 
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%^ivt\  a^eHitation. 

For  Ttiesday  of  the  First  Week  in  Advent, 

The  Divinity  of  the  Woed. 

«  And  the  Word  was  God"-^t.  John  i.  1. 

Ist  F  01  NT.  The  Father  and  the  Son,  though  dis 
Persons,  are  co-equal,  co-etemal,  of  one  substance, 
essence,  in  the  power,  glory,  and  wisdom  of  the  Di 
Nature.  Therefore  adore  the  Word  as  true  Grod.  '. 
vel  at  His  condescension  in  taking  a  nature  sue 
ours,  to  raise  it,  to  unite  it  with  His  own.  Strive 
all  your  might  to  become  worthy  of  this  condescen 
Embrace  earnestly  and  thankfilUy  every  means  anc 
portunity  of  uniting  yourself  more  and  more  with 
Divine  Saviour. 

This  union  can  only  be  by  His  grace.  He  says 
have  drawn  thee  with  the  cords  of  a  man,  with 
bonds  of  love"  (Hosea  xi.  4).  Yield  yourself  t( 
gracious  drawing ;  suffer  yourself  to  be  led  to  '. 
your  true  peace,  your  rest.  He  has  formed  a  S£ 
bond  with  thee,  through  thy  own  nature.  Take 
lest  thou  break  it.  In  so  doing  thou  wouldest 
thyself  off  from  everlasting  Hfe.  Continue  in  holy 
dience,  if  thou  wouldest  be  one  with  Him.  "  Ije 
same  mind  be  in  you  which  was  in  Christ  Jesus  "  ( 
ii.  5).  Be  one  with  Him  here  below,  that  you  mj 
one  with  Him  in  eternal  happiness  in  Heaven. 

2nd  POINT,  The  Woed  is  equal  with  the  Fatb 
the  fulness  of  power :  He  has  the  full  power  of  Gr( 
He  said,  "  All  power  is  given  imto  Me  in  heavei 
earth."  Power  of  creating — for  "  all  things  were  mac 
Him  "  (St.  John  i.  3) ;  power  of  preserving — for  "  in 
all  things  consist"  (Col.  i.  17),  or  are  held  together ;  * 
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holding  all  things  by  the  word  of  His  power"(Heb.  i.  3) ; 

power  of  raising  the  dead — ^for  he  said,  "  As  the  Father 

raiseth  up  the  dead  and  quickeneth  them,  even  so  the 

Son  quickeneth  whom  He  will "  (St  John  V,  21) ;  power 

of  blotting  out  sins — "  when  He  had  by  Himself  purged 

our  sins  "  (Heb.  i  3) ;  power  of  forgiveness — as  He  said 

to  the  paralytic,  "  Thy  sins  are  forgiven  thee."    To 

ffim  ALL  POWER  is  committed.   "All  that  the  Father 

hath  is  mine  "  (St.  John  xvi.  15).    He  is  called  *'  Tlie 

Power  of  God."    And  so  all  the  mercies  of  God  pass 

through  Him.    "  All  the  promises  of  God  in  Him  are 

yea,  and  in  Him  Amen,  imto  the  glory  of  God  in  us" 

(2  Cor.  i.  20).    Therefore  all  creatures  adore  Him.    He 

receives  perpetually  the  worship  of  angels  and  saints 

around  the  throne,  equally  as  the  Father.     Let  us 

then,  together  with  them,  adore  Him. 

0,  most  blessed  Son  of  God !  the  power,  and  the  wis- 
dom, and  the  glory  of  the  eternal  Father,  I  believe  that 
Thou  didst  leave  that  glory,  and  come  down  upon 
earth,  that  Thou  mightest  raise  us  up  from  the  misery 
and  death  of  sin,  and  by  uniting  us  unto  Thyself,  make 
ns  fit  to  be  hereafter  partakers  of  Thy  joy.  Grant  me 
grace  to  turn  to  Thee  with  my  whole  heart,  to  "  repent 
and  be  converted,  that  my  sins  may  be  blotted  out." 
Help  me  to  know  Thee  as  my  Lord  and  my  God ;  that 
I  may  learn  to  love  and  serve  Thee,  and  to  worship 
Thee  aright;  that  so,  from  praying  to  Thee  here,  I 
may  pass  to  praising  Thee  for  ever  in  Thy  kingdom  of 
Glory. 

0,  blessed  Jesus,  have  mercy  upon  me,  a  poor  sinner, 
who  can  of  myself  neither  know  Thee,  nor  serve  Thee, 
nor  love  Thee,  as  I  ought  to  do.  I  do  indeed  desire  to 
be  Thine,  and  to  be  made  well-pleasing  and  acceptable 
to  Thee.    Do  thou  help  my  infirmities ;  pardon  all  the 
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past;  pity  and  amend  my  many  fedlings;  and  guard 
my  future  ways,  that  I  may  be  admitted  into  the 
courts  of  Heaven.  0  never,  never  may  I  forsake  Thee 
any  more.  Hear  me,  0  blessed  Saviour,  for  Tbine 
own  sweet  mercy's  sake.    Amen, 


-•o*- 


For  Wednesday  of  the  First  Week  in  Advent. 


The  Union  of  the  Fatheb  and  the  Son. 
**  The  same  uxu  in  tiie  beginning  with  God** — St.  John  i  1. 

It  is  impossible  for  man  to  understand  the  great 
mystery  of  the  union  and  intercommunion  of  the  Three 
Divine  Persons  of  the  Blessed  Trinity,  except  so  far  as 
it  has  pleased  Grod  to  reveal  it.  But  He  Himself  bids 
us  carry  our  thoughts  back  to  that  blessed  and  eternal 
Unity,  by  thus  revealing  to  us  that  the  Word  "  was  in 
the  beginning  with  God."  Let  us  then  follow  His  own 
gracious  leading,  and  contemplate  with  reverence  His 
glory  with  the  Father  before  the  world  was. 

Ist  POINT.  The  communion  of  the  Wobd  with  the 
Father. — We  well  know  how  dear  to  us  is  the  intimate 
companionship  and  confidence  of  any  one  whom  we  truly 
love ;  to  whom  we  can  pour  out  our  thoughts  and  feel- 
ings with  a  certainty  of  being  understood,  and  answered 
with  consideration  and  love.  How  infinitely  greater 
and  more  blessed,  then,  must  be  that  communion  of 
spirit,  and  interchange  of  coimsel  between  the  Three 
Adorable  Persons  of  the  All-holy,  Eternal  Trinity! 
Tliis  is  in  some  degree  revealed  to  us  in  the  very  first 
book  of  the  Bible,  where  the  creation  of  the  world  is 
described.  "God  saith.  Let  m  make" — and  by  His 
Word  all  things  were  called  into  being.  ''  And  the  Spirit 
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of  God  moYed  njKHi  the  &oe  of  the  waters."  How  fall 
of  sablime  majesty  and  wisdom  is  every  word  and  act 
of  God,  as  recorded  in  that  glorions  account  of  the 
Creation !  and  equally  so  is  His  whole  role  and  govern- 
me&t  over  the  world  which  He  thns  created,  though 
we,  in  onr  ignorance  and  blindness,  perceive  it  not,  or 
at  best  dimly.  "  0  Lord,  open  Thou  mine  eyes,  that  I 
may  see  the  wondrons  things  of  Thy  law." 

2nd  P  01  NT,  The  mutual  Love  of  the  Father  and  the 

Son.— This  Divine  intercourse  between  the    Eternal 

Father  and  the  Wobd  is  one  of  mutual  satisfaction  and 

unspeakable  Love.  There  exists  between  them  a  x)erfect 

nnityof  wiU  and  purpose,  as  of  one  mind;  and  the 

Holy  Spirit,  proceeding  from  both,  is  the  completion  of 

a  p^fect  Unity,  such  as  we  can  never  comprehend  in 

this  world.    0,  what  a  paradise  would   this   earth 

become,  if  we  would  endeavour  to  have  peace  and 

unity  among  ourselves,  setting  before  us  this  pattern  of 

Divine  Love  and  Union,  and  conforming  ourselves  in 

heart  and  will  to  God's  holy  will. 

0  Lord,  help  us,  we  beseech  Thee,  to  strive  more 
and  more  after  this  blessed  spirit  of  love,  both  towards 
Thee  and  towards  each  other.  Help  us  to  bear  with 
each  other's  infirmities,  as  Thou  dost  bear  with  us  all. 
0  help  me  to  do  my  part  in  this  work  of  charity,  that  I 
may  live  nearer  to  Thee — ^nearer  to  Thee,  my  liord  and 
my  God— die  in  the  arms  of  Thy  love,  and  be  carried 
by  angels  into  my  Kedeemer's  bosom.    Amen, 

9rd  POINT,  The  result  of  this  mutual  Love  of  the 
Father  and  the  Son. — Divine  love,  though  complete  in 
tself,  does  not  rest  in  itself  alone.  It  spreads  itself 
iuough  all  creation,  and  delights  to  pour  itself  out  to 
lU  who  are  willing  to  receive  it.    It  was  by  the  mutual 
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consent  of  the  Father  and  the  Son  that  the  salyation  of 
the  world  was  planned.  0,  let  not  such  mercy  he  in 
vain  for  thee.  The  Father  sends  the  Son,  the  Son 
readily  consents  thereto,  the  Holy  Spirit,  all  One  in  the 
co-eternal  majesty,  bears  His  part  in  the  work  of  mercy 
— and  wilt  thon  refuse  to  yield  thyself  to  such  loye? 
Eather  rejoice  to  be  the  object  of  it,  and  embrace  it  with 
thy  whole  heart. 

0  merciful  Father!  let  not  Thy  love  be  lost  on  me; 
but  by  Thine  Almighty  power  draw  me  onward  and 
upward  to  Thyself. 

0  mighty  Saviour !  let  not  Thy  gracious  condescen- 
sion, and  Thy  wondrous  work  of  love,  through  any 
fault  of  mine  fail  to  save  me. 

0  Blessed  Spirit !  do  Thou  mercifully  complete  and 
perfect  in  me  a  true  repentance  unto  eternal  life. 
Lighten  my  soul  with  Thy  celestial  fire,  that  so  following 
Thy  holy  inspirations,  in  all  humility  and  obedience,  I 
may  be  sanctified  wholly.  By  Thy  grace  so  strengthen 
my  feeble  faith,  that  I  may  be  received  into  the  armB 
of  everlasting  love  in  the  kingdom  of  my  heavenly 
Father,  through  Christ  Jesus  my  only  Saviour  and 
Eedeemer.    Amen. 

For  Thursday  of  the  First  Week  in  Advent, 


The  Etebnal  Pubposb  concerning  the  Incaenation 

of  the  wokd. 

'*  AU  things  were  made  hy  Him,  and  vnthovi  Him  was  not 
anyihing  made  that  was  made." — St.  John  i.  1. 

We  see  here  how  plainly  Holy  Scripture  declares  the 
Son  to  be  a  sharer  in  the  work  of  creation ;  and  it  was 
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His  loye  for  the  creatures  He  had  made  which  caused 
His  ready  consent  to  the  Divine  purpose  of  man's  sal- 
TstioQ,  though  it  was  to  cost  him  so-  dear.  Let  us 
then  consider  how  that  purpose  was  to  be  accom- 
plished. 

Ist  POINT,  By  leaving  the  Father  and  His  kingdom 
of  glory. — Think  what  it  must  have  been  to  Him,  Who 
is  "  the  brightness  of  the  Father's  glory,  and  the  express 
image  of  BUs  person,"  to  leave  that  glory,  and  the'Father 
whom  He  loved  above  all !  Even  we,  in  our  imperfect 
mortal  state,  know  the  bitterness  of  parting  from  any 
whom  we  dearly  love,  and  with  whom  we  would  gladly 
always  remain.  What  then  must  have  been  the  depth 
of  the  love  of  Christ  for  sinful  man,  to  leave  the  bosom 
of  His  Father,  with  whom  He  was  One,  equal  in  glory, 
and  oo-etemal  Majesty ;  One  in  undivided  will,  power, 
and  wisdom !  But  because  His  will  was  thus  one  with 
the  Father's  will,  and  His  only  desire  to  please  Him, 
therefore  He  humbled  Himself  to  take  "  the  form  of 
a  servant "  (Phil.  ii.  7).  0  mighty,  inexpressible  love ! 
Would  that  our  will  might  thus  be  made  one  with  the 
Father's  will,  and  our  only  desire  be  to  please  Him !  0, 
that  the  eternal  Comforter  might  so  anoint  and  cleanse 
our  souls  with  the  unction  of  His  grace,  that  we  might 
at  length  be  made  all  He  wills  us  to  be,  and  at  the  last 
great  day,  "  be  accepted  in  the  Beloved." 

2nd  POINT,  By  taking  our  nature  upon  Him. — 
Wonderful  indeed  was  the  love  which  the  Son  of  Grod 
showed  towards  his  creatures  in  choosing  to  take  a 
mortal  body ;  to  become  "  bone  of  our  bone,  and  flesh 
of  our  flesh."  He  might,  had  it  so  pleased  Him,  have 
taken  the  form  of  an  angel,  and  so  have  come  on  earth, 
manifesting  forth  His  glory,  and  attracting  the  admira- 
tion and  worship  of  all  men.  But  He  willed  not  so  to 
do.    He  took  not  the  nature  of  angels;  but  being  made 
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man,  He  choee  to  die  as  man,  in  our  stead,  a  ransom 
for  man,  to  make  ns  sons  of  God.  0,  who  wonld 
not  loye  so  condescending  and  giacions  a  SaTiour  ? 

Srd  POINT,  By  hnmbling  Himself  to  be  bom  like 
all  other  men,  of  a  human  mother. — The  blessed  Son  of 
God,  haying  deteimined  with  His  Father  to  take  man's 
nature,  yet  further  made  choice,  in  his  eternal  fore- 
knowledge, of  one  whom  He  wonld  sanctify  to  be  His 
mother,  according  to  the  flesh ;  a  lowly  virgin,  meek 
and  gentle,  pure  and  holy,  made  holy  by  Himself— the 
meekest,  gentlest  of  the  children  of  men.  O,  mar- 
yellons  condescension!  He  might  haye  come  as  a 
glorious  King,  to  deliyer  His  people  in  yisible  power 
and  majesty ;  but  He  chose  rather  to  be  poor  in  this 
world,  "  despised  and  rejected  of  men,  a  man  of  sorrows 
and  acquainted  with  grief,"  that  He  might  be  our 
example  of  humiliiy,  and  make  us  rich  in  fedth,  and 
heirs  of  the  kingdom, "  which  He  hath  promised  to 
them  that  loye  Him  "  (James  ii  5). 

Staffer. 

O,  blessed  Sayiour!  who  can  sufficiently  adore  Thee 
for  Thy  great  mercy  in  condescending  to  our  mortal 
nature,  to  make  us  "  partakers  of  Thy  Diyine  nature," 
and  of  Thy  holiness,  by  a  liying  union  with  Thee  ?  0, 
help  me  earnestly  to  use  all  the  means  of  grace  which 
Thou  hast  in  mercy  provided  for  me,  that  I  may  become 
more  and  more  united  unto  Thee,  a  living  member  of 
Thy  body. 

Sanctify  me  with  the  grace  of  Thy  living  Presence, 
that  I  may  be  wholly  Thine,  in  soul  and  spirit;  so, 
when  Thou  shalt  come  again  in  glory,  I  may  ''  enter 
into  the  joy  of  my  Lord."  Grant  tiiis,  0  blessed 
Saviour,  even  to  me  imwortiiy,  for  Thine  own  mercy's 
sake.    Amen, 
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For  Friday  of  the  First  Week  in  Advent, 


The  Choice  made  by  the  Eternal  Word,  of 

SUPPEBING  AND  DeATH. 

Ift  POINT,  His  choice  of  suffering. — It  seems  won- 
derfdl  that  thie  Eternal  Son,  Lord  of  Heayen  and  earth, 
dwelling  with  the  Father,  in  the  Unity  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  in  perfect  happiness  and  glory,  should  not  only 
come  down  upon  this  earth,  and  take  a  mortal  body  and 
lowly  condition — but  subject  Himself  to  the  weakness 
and  sufferings  of  human  nature ;  and  all  for  us  sinners ! 
"Himself  took  our  infirmities,  and  bore  our  sicknesses. 
In  all  our  afflictions  He  was  afflicted  "  (Hebrews  vii.  25). 
Prom  His  throne  of  glory  He  beholds  the  afflicted, 
comforts,  sustains,  relieves,  and  pardons  them. 

He  has  a  healing  balm  for  every  wounded  spirit  He 
hides  us  under  the  shadow  of  His  wing,  and  by  His 
mighty  grace  strengthens  us  against  the  assaults  of  the 
Wicked  One.  Yes ;  the  glorious  "  Captain  of  our  Sal- 
vation," Jesus,  the  Saviour,  the  Prince  of  Peace, 
deigned,  as  our  Sacrifice,  to  be  made  perfect  through 
suffering,  "  for  in  that  He  Himself  hath  suffered ;  being 
tempted.  He  is  able  also  to  succour  them  that  are 
tempted."  As  on  earth  He  delivered  men  from  sick- 
ness, sorrow,  %nd  death,  pardoned  sin,  and  cast  out 
devils,  so  much  more  now  in  Heaven  "He  is  able  to 
save  them  to  the  uttermost,  who  come  unto  God  by 
Him,  seeing  that  He  ever  liveth  to  make  intercession 
for  us."  O,  my  Saviour,  let  not  so  great  love  and  mere 
be  in  vain  for  me ! 

2nd  POINT,  His  choice  of  death.— We  might  sup- 
pose that  the  Eternal  Son  of  God  could  have  saved  txb 
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without  Himself  undergoing  the  chastisement  of  otu 
sins, — by  giving  Himself  to  death,  the  Innocent  for  the 
guilty.  But  though  it  is  a  mystery  above  our  compre- 
hension, we  can  in  some  degree  imderstand  that  the 
offended  Majesty  of  God  required  satisfaction ;  and  as 
the  threatened  punishment  of  man  for  sin  was  death, 
nothing  short  of  man's  death  could  testify  the  Truth 
and  Justice  of  the  All-holy;  for  Scripture  says,  "  With- 
out shedding  of  blood  there  is  no  remission  of  sin." 
Therefore,  to  accomplish  this  blessed  work  of  our  par- 
don and  restoration  to  favour,  Grod  mercifully  gave 
His  well-beloved  Son,  to  suffer  the  pains  of  death, 
that  as  man  He  might  be  offered  an  all-sufGlcient  "  Sa- 
crifice for  sins  for  ever." 

3rd  POINT.  His  choice  of  the  Cross.— 0  wonderful.' 
and  yet  more  wonderful  love !  Was  it  not  enough  for  the 
Lord  of  Glory  to  endure  the  sufferings  of  death,  without 
embracing  the  torture  and  humiliation  of  the  Cross,— the 
death  of  slaves  and  criminals?  For  them  crucifixion 
was  reserved,  because  of  its  agony,  and  its  shame,  ex- 
posing the  victim  throughout  his  lingering  torments 
to  the  rude  gaze  of  the  multitude.  But  this  was  His 
own  appointed  choice,  that  He  might  make  the  most 
full  and  perfect  satisfaction  that  could  be  offered  to  the 
offended  Majesty  of  Heaven,  and  manifest  His  eternal 
Love  for  man.  The  very  form  of  the  Cross  caused  His 
outstretched  arms  to  represent  the  fond  desire  of  His 
soul  to  take  the  whole  world  within  His  merciful  em- 
brace. 0,  that  we  could  comprehend  "  the  length  and 
breadth,  and  depth  and  height,  of  the  love  of  God," 
boundless  and  unspeakable ! 

Lastly,  this  voluntary  submission  of  the  Son  of  God 
to  wrongful  shame,  reproach,  and  suffering,  stands  out 
to  us  for  ever  a  matchless  example  of  humility.  And 
surely  the  lesson  speaks  home  to  every  heart  that  has  a 
spark  of  grateful  love.    Therefore,  "  Let  this  mind  he  in 
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you,  which  tuds  also  in  Christ  Jesus;  who  being  in  the 
form  of  God,  thought  it  not  robbery  to  be  equal  with 
God;  but  took  upon  Him  the  form  of  a  servant,  and 
^(%  made  in  the  likeness  of  men ;  and  being  found  in 
fiuhion  as  a  man.  He  humbled  Himself,  and  became 
obedient  unto  death,  even  the  death  of  the  Cross." 


Eraser. 

0,  most  blessed  Jesus,  our  Saviour  and  Deliverer, 
our  Lord  and  our  God !  how  can  we  ever  thank  Thee, 
or  love  Thee  enough  in  return  for  Thine  infinite  love 
and  mercy  ?  Thou  didst  so  love  us  as  to  choose  the 
most  cruel  and  shameful  of  deaths,  even  when  we  were 
Thine  enemies,  that  Thou  mightest  reconcile  us  to  our 
Heavenly  Father.  0!  wash  us  in  Thy  precious  Blood, 
that  being  redeemed  and  cleansed  from  our  manifold 
siiis,  we  may  through  Thine  all  atoning  merits  be  made 
inheritors  of  Thy  glorious  kingdom.  0,  love  which 
passeth  knowledge !  0,  mercy  unspeakable !  0,  good- 
ness beyond  all  praise !  Let  the  greatness  of  Thy  love 
draw  my  heart  to  Thee,  and  melt  it  with  contrition. 
Make  me  to  love  much,  having  been  much  forgiven : 
let  me  henceforth  forsake  all  evil  ways,  casting  the 
burden  of  my  sins  at  the  foot  of  the  cross,  there  to 
abide.  Thou  art  the  true  and  only  refuge  of  my  soul. 
Grant  that  I  be  found  among  the  number  of  Thy 
redeemed  at  the  last  day.    Amen. 
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For  Saturday  of  the  First  Week  in  Advent. 

The  Honoub  done  to  Human  Nature  by  the 
Inoabnahon  of  the  Son  of  God. 

Great  was  the  dignity  conferred  upon  this  world  of 
ours  by  the  King  of  Heaven  condescending  to  come 
down  to  dwell  with  sinful  men.  But  greater  still, 
unspeakably  greater,  was  the  dignity  with  which  He 
clothed  our  poor  nature  by  deigning  to  take  it  into 
Himself,  to  unite  it  to  His  own,  and  as  a  man  to  suffer 
death  for  us.  In  order  to  make  this  avail  to  our  salva- 
tion, we  have  farther  to  learn,  and  attentively  consider, 
the  Divine  attributes  of  our  Eedeemer. 

Ut  POINT.  His  perfect  holiness.— The  Son  of  God, 
though  consenting  to  take  a  mortal  body,  and  to  be 
'*  made  in  all  things  like  unto  His  brethren,"  reserved 
to  Himself  this  one  great  distinction, "  yet  without  sin." 
It  was  indeed  impossible  that  any  imperfection  should 
be  in  Him,  Who  was  still  in  very  truth  the  Son  of  God, 
and  One  with  Him,  the  All-holy.  Even  while  on  earth 
in  man's  nature,  His  divinity  was  with  the  Father  in 
heaven.  Being  God  and  man,  nothing  unholy  could  be 
found  in  Him,  who  was  ''the  express  image  of  the 
Father." 

2nd  POINT.  Unapproachable  by  unrepenting  sin- 
ners.— ^Being  thus  in  Himself  holy,  and  unapproachable 
by  impenitent  sinners,  it  was  impossible  that  He  should 
unite  Himself  to  anything  unholy,  or  that  any  unholy 
person  should  be  united  to  Him.  We  shall  see  this 
great  truth  in  its  strongest  light  when  we  come  to  con- 
sider more  closely  His  triumph  over  the  Evil  One  in  the 
wilderness.    Temptation  could  find  no  entrance  within 
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His  pore  spirit ;  nor  can  sinners  have  any  part  in  Him 
80  loDg  as  they  remain  in  their  sins.  Their  sentence  is, 
"  Thou  hast  neither  part  nor  lot  in  this  matter ;  for  thy 
heart  is  not  right  in  the  sight  of  (rod."  During  His 
abode  on  earth  He  was  surrounded  by  Pharisees  and 
hypocrites,  laying  snares  to  catch  Him,  and  ''  tempting 
Him."  But  He  calmly  rebuked  them,  and  put  them  to 
shame.  It  was  enough  for  Him  to  say  to  them,  "  Yc  are 
yet  in  your  sins." 

Only  a  few  fEdthfol  ones  were  found  worthy  to  be 
united  in  close  intimacy  with  His  sacred  person :  with 
them  He  formed  so  dear  a  bond  of  union  as  earth  had 
never  yet  beheld;  so  close,  indeed,  that  He  declared 
they  were  one  with  Him.  He  compares  it  to  the  one- 
ness of  a  tree  with  its  branches ;  "  I  am  the  true  vine, 
and  ye  are  the  branches."  His  life  was  their  life,  His 
strength  their  strength.  His  joy  their  joy.  One  among 
them  indeed  derived  no  life,  or  strength,  or  joy  from 
Him;  the  traitor,  Judas.  He  had  closed  his  heaft 
against  his  master's  love,  which,  like  the  life-giving 
sap,  would  have  nourished  him  to  bear  fruit  to  eternal 
life,  as  it  did  the  others ;  therefore  he  became  a  withered 
branch  and  was  cut  off.  In  like  manner,  whosoever 
doses  his  heart  against  the  love  of  Christ  cuts  himself 
off  from  grace,  and  is  like  to  perish ;  only  Divine  power 
and  mercy  can  graft  him  in  again.  But  with  God 
nothing  is  impossible. 

3rt/  POINT.  His  willingness  to  pardon  siu,  and 
imite  penitents  to  Himself. — Though  in  Himself  all 
hdy  and  perfect,  the  Saviour  is  also  most  merciful  and 
gracious  towards  sinners ;  not  willing  that  any  should 
perish,  but  that  all  should  come  to  repentance.  His 
overflowing  love  longs  to  pour  itself  into  the  souls  of 
men,  that  they  may  be  converted  and  live.  "  Ye  will 
not  come  unto  me,  that  ye  might  have  life,"  was  His 
sorrowful  reproach  to  those   among  whom  He  had 

0 
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praached  the  gospel  of  peace — too  often,  alas !  in  yam. 
How  tender  also  was  His  lamentation  oyer  the  rebeUions 
City,  when  He  wept  oyer  it,  saying, "  How  often  would 
I  haye  gathered  thy  children  together,  eyen  as  a  hen 
gathereth  her  chickens  nnder  her  wings,  and  ye  wonld 
not."    Was  He  not  always  ready  to  receiye  the  smitten, 
contrite  heart?    Did  he  not  accept  and  pardon  the 
poor  sinful  woman,  who  bathed  His  feet  with  her  peni- 
tential tears,  pleading  silently  for  mercy?    The  gentle 
words  He  spoke  were  a  healing  balm  to  her  wonnded 
spirit,  "  Thy  sins  are  forgiyen  thee,  go  in  pe&ce"    But 
she  well  knew  the  terms  of  that  mercy.  He  had  already 
said  to  another,  who  was  pardoned  like  herself,  "  Go, 
and  sin  no  more."    Henceforth  her  life  was  changed; 
she  was  washed,  cleansed,  forgiyen,  and  made  righteous 
by  the  word  of  grace.    From  that  day  forth  she  joined 
those  faithful  and  beloyed  women  who  followed  their 
Sayiour  withersoeyer  He  went,  and  "  ministered  unto 
Him  of  their  substance." 

grager, 

0,  most  adorable  and  loying  Jesus  Christ,  the  Be- 
deemer  of  sinners;  Thou  knowest  the  secrets  of  my 
heart ;  Thou  art  all-perfect  in  holiness,  wisdom,  justice, 
truth,  and  loye,  and  canst  not  unite  Thyself  to  an  unholy 
soul.  Teach  me  to  search  out  my  heart,  and  consider 
my  ways,  that  I  may  return  unto  Thee  in  a  lowly,  con- 
trite spirit,  holy  reverence,  and  godly  fear.  Thou  hast 
taught  me  how  eyil  and  bitter  a  thing  it  is  to  forsake 
Thee,  my  God ;  and  how  blessed  are  they  whom  Thou 
dost  unite  with  Thyself.  With  my  whole  heart  I  desire 
to  return  unto  Thee,  the  true  Best  of  my  soul.  0  do 
Thou  graciously  receiye  me.  Pardon  all  my  sins,  and 
cleanse  my  guilt  away.  If  I  haye  cut  myself  off  from 
grace,  do  Thou  in  mercy  graft  me  in  again,  that  I  may 
henceforth  live  to  Thee,  who  art  my  true  life,  now  and 
for  evermore.    Amen, 
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For  Sunday  of  the  Second  Week  in  Advent, 
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Etebnity. 


The  Cbeation  of  Spibitual  Beings. 

AH  things  were  made  hy  Him,  and  mthout  Him  was  not  any- 
thing made  thai  wax  made*' — St  John  i.  2. 

\st  POINT,  The  creation  of  spiritual  things  in 
[eaTen. — The  Son  of  God  was  one  with  the  Father  and 
tie  Holy  Ghost,  from  everlasting,  in  Power  and  Glory. 
Jut  Divine  love  would  not  rest  in  itself  alone :  it  was 
he  will  of  the  Eternal  Trinity  to  create  principalities 
nd  powers,  ranks  and  orders  of  intelligent  beings,  to 
le  inhabitants  of  the  highest  Heavens ;  to  live  for  ever 
II  the  blissful  presence  of  God.  Contemplate  with 
olemn  feelings  the  unfolding  of  the  Divine  wisdom  and 
ove ;  strive  to  lead  a  religious  life,  that,  through  the 
nerits  of  your  Redeemer,  you  may  be  found  worthy  to 
Mn  the  companies  of  celestial  hosts. 

Blessed  was  the  estate  of  angels,  created  in  perfect 
K)liness  and  beauty,  to  dwell  with  God  in  Heaven,  to 
tand  in  His  presence,  to  behold  His  glory,  to  worship 
lim,  to  sing  praises  to  His  honour  for  ever  and  ever. 
io  imagination  can  picture  to  itself  higher  joy  for 
reated  beings  than  this.  Holy  Scripture  describes 
hem  as  "ten  thousand  times  ten  thousand,  and  thou- 
ands  of  thousands,"  divided  into  many  legions  and 
rmies,  arrayed  in  shining  garments,  ministers,  and 
ames  of  fire. 

2nd  POINT.  The  fall  of  rebel  Angels.— Who  could 
nagine  that  among  those  blessed  inhabitants  of  the 
[ighest  Heavens,    one  should  presumptuously  rebel 
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against  his  Creator,  and  thus  fall  for  ever  to  des^ 
tion?  But  alas!  one  there  was;  Satan  byname, 
dared  to  say,  in  the  pride  of  his  heart, "  I  will  be  lik 
Most  High."  Therefore,  with  others  whom  he  sed 
from  their  obedience !  he  was  lost  for  ever.  Wond 
that  he  should  be  able  to  seduce  other  angels 
their  obedience !  The  Almighty  in  His  wrath  cast  1 
all  headlong  from  His  throne.  They  fell  from 
shining  mansions  of  bliss  to  the  outer  darkness  of '. 
from  being  angels  they  became  demons ;  and  worse 
all,  they  were  shut  out  from  the  fiavour  and  love  o 
Holy  God.  We  are  told  in  the  Book  of  Eevelation, 
".There  was  war  in  Heaven;  Michael  and  his  a 
fought  against  the  dragon,  and  the  dragon  fought 
his  angels,  and  prevailed  not ;  neither  was  their  ; 
found  any  more  in  Heaven.  And  the  great  dragor 
cast  out,  that  old  serpent  called  the  Devil,  and  S 
which  deceiveth  the  whole  world"  (Rev.  xii.  7 
This  is  written  for  our  warning,  lest  any  one  c 
should  unhappily  despise  the  riches  of  Divine  { 
and  mercy,  and  be  banished  for  ever  from  the  ari 
a  Heavenly  Father. 

0  Almighty  and  eternal  Grod,  who  didst  create 
angels  for  Thine  own  glory,  teach  us  by  Thy  Holy  1^ 
so  to  live  on  earth,  that,  loving  Thee  above  all  th 
we  may  hereafter  enter  into  Thy  courts  in  Heav 
there  with  the  angelic  host  to  praise  and  adore 
for  ever,  through  Jesus  Christ,  Thy  Son,  our  ] 
Amen, 
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For  Monday  of  the  Second  Week  in  Advent, 

The  Cbeation  op  Man,  his  Fall,  and  pbomised 

Restoration. 

1st  POINT.  The  Creation  of  Man.— The  History  of 
)  Creation  of  the  World,  the  dwelling-place  of  man,  is 
B  of  the  sublimest  passages  of  Scripture:  Gk)d  the 
>ly  Ghost  revealed  to  His  prophet,  Moses,  so  much  of 
5  Divine  mystery  as  in  His  wisdom  He  thought  fit — 
instract,  delight,  and  satisfy  the  minds  of  the  faithful, 
f  kness  and  silence  brooded  over  the  earth,  enveloped 
it  was  in  water  and  clouds ;  "  and  the  Spirit  of  Grod 
»ved  upon  the  face  of  the  waters;"  a  mysterious 
71  that  some  great  change  was  at  hand!  And  the 
3RD  spake,  "  Let  there  be  light ;"  and  light  flashed 
m  the  presence  of  the  Eternal,  and  overthrew  the 
minion  of  darkness,  from  pole  to  pole.  The  air 
samed,  and  the  clouds  rolled  rapidly  away.  Again 
)  Word  spake,  "Let  there  be  a  finnament  in  the 
dst  of  the  waters,  and  let  it  divide  the  waters  from 
)  waters."  Behold,  on  the  instant,  the  canopy  of  the 
Qosphere  we  breathe, — like  a  bright  curtain  drawn 
ween,  divided  the  waters  of  the  clouds  from  the 
fcers  of  the  great  oceans  that  encircle  the  globe, 
ere  it  now  floats,  above  and  around,  to  keep  them  in 
ttr  appointed  spheres,  never  again  to  unite  and  over- 
elm  the  world  in  utter  darkness.  Again  the  Word 
i,  "  Let  the  earth  bring  forth  grass,  the  herb  yield- 
;  seed,  and  the  fruit-tree  yielding  fruit — and  it  was 
*  At  once,  on  the  word,  a  bright  mantle  of  green 
3  spread  over  the  mountains  and  valleys,  spangled 
h  thousands  of  flowers  and  blossoms,  to  delight  the 
ises  of  His  favoured  creature,  man.  On  the  fourth 
f,  the  sun,  and  the  moon,  and  the  stars  were  made*, 
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those  countless  lamps  of  Heaven,  so  beautifully  bright, 
speak  the  glory  of  the  Creator.  After  that,  the  fishes 
of  the  sea,  and  the  birds  of  the  air,  and  the  beasts  of 
the  field.  Last  of  all,  man  was  made,  in  the  image  of 
Grod,  endowed  with  an  immortal  soul  never  to  perish, 
surpassing  in  beauty,  supremely  good,  happy,  and 
innocent — ^happy  because  innocent.  Adam  and  Eve 
were  the  crowning  glory  of  the  Creation.  "  And  God 
saw  everything  that  He  had  made ;  and  behold  it  was 
very  good." 

2nd  POINT,  Our  first  parents,  created  in  God's 
image,  blest  and  holy,  were  put  upon  trial  by  their 
Maker,  whether  of  tiieir  own  free  will  they  would 
choose  the  good,  and  reject  the  evil.  Therefore  the 
enemy  was  allowed  to  tempt  them.  Already  he  had 
seduced  the  angels  to  rebellion:  now,  envious  of  the 
liappiness  of  man,  full  of  malicious  audacity  and  evil 
against  the  Almighty  Will,  he  draws  near  to  these 
favoured  creatures,  resolved  to  make  them  like  himself. 
Taking  the  form  of  a  serpent,  subtle  and  wily,  he 
craftily  addresses  the  woman,  as  the  weaker  sex,  hoping 
to  succeed  more  easily :  "  Yea,  hath  God  said,  ye  shall 
not  eat  of  every  tree  of  the  garden?  ...  Ye  shall  not 
surely  die. ...  Ye  shall  be  as  gods,  knowing  good  and 
evil."  Eve  becomes  curious  to  taste  the  forbidden 
fruit ;  she  desires  to  be  great  and  wise ;  to  know  more 
than  God  had  vouchsafed  to  reveal.  The  desire  makes 
her  ready  to  believe  the  enemy  rather  than  the  Creator, 
and  leads  her  on  to  the  fatal  act.  By  listening  to*the 
tempter,  she  yields  her  will  to  do  his  bidding;  she  Bas 
given  up  her  understanding  to  be  deceived;  she  be- 
comes, in  her  turn,  the  tempter  of  her  husband :  guilty 
herself,  she  draws  Adam  to  be  guilty  too.  Most  fearfal 
thought  it  is,  that  Sin  inoculates  the  souls  of  men  and 
women  with  corruption,  which  spreads  to  all  who  come 
in  contact.  He  is  led  astray  by  her  seducing  words ! 
"  She  gave  also  unto  her  husband,  and  he  did  eat." 
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Such  is  the  sad  history  of  Sin :  from  that  day  to  this, 
listening  to  evil  whispers  in  the  heart  produces  desire ; 
and  desire,  unless  resisted,  too  surely  leads  to  the  fatal 
8ci  Let  us  learn  to  beware  of  the  first  approaches  of 
on,  which  glides  in  with  the  ease  and  smoothness  of  a 
serpent,  bringing  sure  sorrow  and  punishment. 

0  my  soul,  let  this  sad  history  sink  deep  within  thee- 
Learn  the  true  nature  of  sin  in  the  sight  of  a  Holy  God. 
Give  no  ear  to  the  voice  of  evil  counsellors,  lest  it  break 
through  thy  temple  gates  to  defile  the  inner  sanctuary ; 
for  thou  art  the  temple  of  the  Lord,  so  long  as  thou 
dost  keep  thyself  undefiled.  Beware  of  the  first  ap- 
proach of  sinful  thoughts,  lest  they  quench  the  light  of 
the  Spirit 

Srd  POINT.  Sorrowfol  and  sad  were  the  feelings  of 
Adam  and  Eve  when  they  knew  their  miserable 
change.  Bitterness  and  shame  follow  each  act  of  sin. 
It  poisons  the  soul  like  a  serpent's  bite.  Conscience- 
stricken,  pale  and  trembling,  they  endeavoured  in  vain 
to  hide  themselves  among  the  trees  of  the  garden. 
Alas !  they  no  longer  rejoiced  in  the  presence  of  their 
loving  Maker;  they  shrunk  from  Him:  His  voice,  be- 
fore so  welcome  in  their  ears,  was  terrible :  but  they 
must  apx)ear  before  Him,  and  give  account. 

In  answer  to  the  Divine  questiom'ngs,  they  endeavour 
to  excuse  themselves;  but  in  vain :  the  unerring  Judge 
brings  home  the  sin  to  the  conscience  of  each.  They 
can  answer  no  more,  but  receive  their  condemnation  in 
silence;  yet  the  terrible  judgment  is  softened  by  a 
gracious  promise  of  redemption.  "The  seed  of  the 
woman  *'  shall  "  bruise  the  serpent's  head."  One  bom 
of  woman  was  to  be  the  Saviour,  to  crush  the  power  of 
the  Evil  One,  and  restore  mankind  to  the  image  of  their 
Maker. 

O  Almighty  Father,  all  praise  and  glory  be  unto  Thee 
for  Thy  goodness  in  creating  man,  to  serve  and  love 
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Thee :  but  greater  still  Thy  merey  in  the  rich  promise 
of  a  Sayionr,  after  his  disobedience.  Wonderfol,  that 
Thou  shouldest  give  Thy  well-beloved  Son  to  take  my 
nature  upon  him,  to  redeem  me,  miserable  sinner.  0 
help  me  to  repent !  Teach  me  to  hate  sin,  and  to  love 
Thee  above  all  things^  through  Jesns  Christ,  my  Lord. 
Amen. 


For  Tuesday  of  the  Second  Week  in  Advent, 


The  Divine  Word  the  Life  and  the  Light  op  Men. 

**  In  Him  was  Life,  and  the  Life  was  the  LigJd  of 
Men  J* — St.  John  i.  4. 

Ist  POINT  Christ  the  true  Life.— "I  am  the  Way, 
the  Truth,  and  the  Life,"  says  Jesus  of  Himself.  God, 
in  His  Divine  Wisdom  foresaw  the  fall  of  Adam,  and 
predestined  His  eternal  Son  to  be  the  Saviour  to  restore 
man  to  the  Divine  image,  and  make  him  once  more  a 
child  of  Grod.  The  body  must  return  to  dust,  but  the 
souls  of  the  faithful  shall  be  raised  up  to  life  everlasting. 
Joyful  was  this  promise  to  the  ears  of  Adam  and  Eve, 
a  bright  beam  of  hope  to  their  disconsolate  hearts, 
Iraising  them  up  to  love  and  praise. 

2nd  POINT  The  Life  was  the  Light  of  men.~Life 
is  dear  to  every  one.  The  heart  sinks  within  us 
when  danger  hovers  near,  or  sickness  lays  us  low,  and 
threatens  death !  But  when  hope  of  recovery  is  given, 
light  dawns  upon  the  spirit.  Christ,  the  Life,  sheds 
the  beams  of  light  to  comfort  the  body ;  far  more,  the 
soul.  If  the  soul  is  sick,  sitting  in  darkness  and  the 
shadow  of  death,  feeling  its  own  misery  and  sin,  great 
is  the  joy  when  the  Holy  Spirit  whispers  the  hope  of 
forgiveness  and  restoration.  Then  the  heart  beats 
Quick  with  gratitude,  and  is  kindled  with  His  gracious 
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Such  is  Divine  love,  for  "  GrOD  is  Jx)ve  "  (I  John 
ir.  8;  L  5).  O  mighty  power  of  heavenly  grace,  when  tlie 
mornmg-star  ef  a  loving  &ith  rises  on  the  soul,  then 
such  new  visions  of  peace  and  comfort  open  out  as  it 
never  knew  before :  then,  amidst  oar  tears,  the  Ee- 
deemer's  love  shines  like  the  rain-bow  in  the  heavens. 

M  POINT.  What  nse  should  be  made  of  this 
Light. — ^Besides  thankfulness  for  the  Divine  Light,  God 
expects  us  to  arise  and  "  walk  in  the  Hght,  as  children 
of  the  hght ;"  to  cast  away  the  works  of  darkness,  and 
stedfEistly  set  our  isnjcQ  towards  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven. 
In  answer  to  lowly,  fervent  prayers.  His  grace  will  shed 
anmnd  us  unexpected  blessings.  We  shall  find  flowers 
of  hope  spring  up  along  our  path ;  for  there  is  joy  in 
every  gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Therefore,  above  all, 
pray;  every  hour,  pray;  in  every  trouble  or  tempta- 
tion, pray ;  and  the  Lord  will  hear  you.  His  holy  Dove 
will  bear  tiie  olive-branch  of  peace. 

0  gracious  Lord,  Thou  true  and  only  Light,  who 
"lighteth  every  man  that  cometh  into  tlie  world,'* 
hghten  Thou  mine  eyes  to  see  Thy  salvation.  Incline 
my  heart  to  Thy  ways,  that  I  may  desire  Thee,  and 
love  Thee  more  and  more,  till  my  imperfect  love,  made 
perfect  through  Thy  merits,  may  be  an  acceptable 
sacrifice  to  my  Heavenly  Father.    Amen, 
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ifDurt^  a^eliitatiDiu 

For  Wednesday  of  the  Second  Week  in  Advent, 


Chbist  the  Light  of  the  Wobu). 

'*  I  am  the  Light  of  the  TTorW."— St.  John. 

The  Omniscient  Grod  knew  that  in  spite  of  His  piu?- 
doning  mercy,  the  sons  of  men  would  turn  away  and 
forget  His  righteous  laws,  having  their  "  foolish  hearts 
darkened"  (Kom.  i.  21).  Christ,  therefore,  was  or- 
dained in  the  Divine  counsels  to  be  the  bright  bea- 
con-light to  all  ages,  enlightening  all  who  would  be 
saved. 

Ist  POINT.  The  Light  given  to  Adam.— The  pro- 
mise of  salvation  through  a  future  Saviour,  sealed  by 
the  Spirit  of  God,  was  the  light  that  cheered  the  hearts 
of  our  first  parents.  Through  Adam,  as  the  father  of 
all  mankind,  that  promise  was  to  be  handed  down  to 
his  children :  faith  from  above  was  his*  light.  Doubt- 
less, during  his  long  life  of  nine  himdred  and  thirty 
years  he  never  ceased  to  lament  his  disobedience ;  and 
preached  to  his  descendants  the  glad  tidings  of  the 
promised  Saviour.  He  lived  to  see  in  their  wiokedness 
the  terrible  effect  of  his  own  transgression.  Alas!  sin 
is  too  surely  inherited  from  father  to  son — ^firom  mother 
to  daughter. 

2nd  POINT.  To  the  Patriarchs.— From  Adam  the 
promise  was  made  clear,  from  age  to  age,  through  the 
Patriarchs  to  Noah.  He  was  raised  up  as  a  preacher  of 
righteousness :  from  him  it  came  to  Abraham,  and  so 
on  to  Joseph,  until  the  time  of  Moses.  He  wrote  the 
history  which  we  have  in  the  Bible.  The  Holy  Book 
has  been  wonderfully  preserved  to  this  our  day,  by 
God's  overruling  Providence,  handing  down  the  pro- 
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niise,  link  by  link,  in  the  golden  chain  of  Divine  truth. 
And  now,  each  of  us  may  thankfully  say  with  Job  (who 
M  even  before  Moses),  "  I  know  that  my  Bedeemer 
l/reth''(Job.xix.  14). 

3rd  POIN.T.  Man  responsible  for  the  light  given. — 

if  God  was  thns  gracious  to  the  ancient  world,  through 

the  ages  of  the  Patriarchs,  much  more  has  He  been  to 

us  in  the  light  of  the  (Jospel.    But  let  us  never  forget, 

that  to  whom  much  is  given,  of  them  will  much  be 

required.    We  shall  be  left  without  excuse,  if  our  faith 

is  darkened  by  sin ;  for  the  Light  of  the  world  has  come 

down  from  His  glorious  throne  to  visit  us.  He  preached 

His  Kingdom  of  Bighteousness,  worked  mighty  miracles, 

died  on  the  Gross  for  us,  rose  again  the  third  day  from 

the  grave,  ascended  up  on  high,  and  now  waiteth  on 

His  throne  to  receive  all  who  love  Him. 

0  my  soul,  how  hast  thou  profited  by  the  light  thus 
given  thee  ?  hath  it  shone  deeply  down,  and  kindled 
a  flame  of  gratitude  and  love,  ascending  to  His  foot- 
stool? Alas!  how  often  have  the  chilling  powers  of 
the  world,  the  love  of  Self,  and  Sin,  quenched  the  light 
within  thee,  and  left  thee  forlorn  in  darkness,  bereaved 
of  Christ  the  Saviour !  Turn,  then,  my  precious  soul, 
while  there  is  time;  cast  thyself  at  the  foot  of  His 
Gross;  earnestly  beseech  Him  to  restore  the  joyful  light 
of  His  countenance,  and  keep  thee  to  Himself. 


0  Jesus,  the  dear,  dear  Saviour  of  my  soul !  all  love, 
all  glory  be  unto  Thee,  in  time  and  in  eternity.  Do 
Thou  move  and  melt  my  hard  heart  to  adore  Thee. 
0!  that  I  might  lay  my  aching  head  on  Thy  bosom, 
and  be  kindled  to  love.  One  ray  from  Thy  presence  in 
light  dispels  the  darkening  clouds  of  doubt  and  sin. 
Accept  my  humble  penitence,  and  fresh  vows  to  walk 
in  the  paths  of  holiness.    Thon  art  the  Way,  the  Truth, 


28  The  Devout  Christian's  Help 

and  the  Life.  By  Thy  grace,  lead  me  in  the  Way  to  T 
presence  in  Heaven ;  enlighten  me  with  Thy  Truth ; 
thou  the  Life  of  my  soul.    Amen. 


For  Thursday  of  the  Second  Week  in  Advent. 


Christ,  the   True   Light,  shown  forth  in  the  Oi 

Testament. 

**  AU  the  Prophets  and  the  Law  propliecied  until 
John.  . . . " — St.  Matt.  xi.  13. 

"  TJie  same  came  for  a  witness  to  hear  witness  of  the  Lig 
thai  all  men  through  Him  might  bdiem. — St.  John  i.  7. 

Ist  POINT.  The  prophets  and  the  law.— The  lig 
of  the  true  Grod,  thus  preserved  through  the  line 
patriarchs,  was  more  fully  revealed  by  His  serva 
Moses.  Him  God  raised  up  to  make  known  His  Will 
the  chosen  people  of  Israel.  Brought  up  in  Pharaol 
house,  he  was  learned  in  all  the  wisdom  of  t 
Egyptians.  God  graciously  received  him  into  the  He 
Mount  face  to  face,  and  delivered  to  him  the  laws  tl 
were  to  be  for  ever  as  a  pillar  of  light  to  the  nations 
the  earth.  By  inspiration  of  the  Holy  Spirit  he  wr( 
the  first  five  books  of  the  Bible,  called  the  Pentateu 
(Deut.  xxxiv.  10).  He  was  the  first  and  greats 
of  the  prophets :  it  is  written  of  him,  "  There  arose  i 
a  prophet  since  in  Israel  like  unto  Moses,  whom  i 
Lord  knew  face  to  face.'*  But  though  he  was  the  chi 
many  and  glorious  were  those  who  followed.  Th 
have  been  well  called  by  the  Church,  in  her  beauti 
Te  Deum,  "  The  goodly  company  of  the  prophets." 

2nd   POINT.    What  they  prophesied.— We    lea 
throughout  the  Scripture-history  of  Israel,  that  t 
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proi^ets  **  spake   as  they  were  moved  by  the  Holy 
Ghost"*    They  warned  the  people  that  God  would  Tisit 
them  with   terrible  judgments   for   their   rebellions 
against  Him.    The  prophets  earnestly  besought  them 
to  repent.    By  the  Holy  Spirit  they  were  favoured  with 
Tisions  of  the  Eedeemer, — confirming  the  promise  made 
to  Adam.    They  were  moved  to  prepare  the  world  for 
the  great  and  glorious  coming  of  Christ.     They  re- 
presented Him  as  the  Son  of  God,  the  Anointed  King, 
the  Christ,  the  Messiah.    His  dominion  was  not  to  be 
of  this  world ;  for  He  would  be  the  "  Man  of  sorrows, 
acquainted  with  grief."    His  was  to  be  the  Kingdom  of 
Bighteousness,  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven.    He  was  to  be 
the  Light  of  the  World,  shining  in  darkness,  to  reveal 
the  eternal  love  of  the   Father.      They  describe  in 
language  of  exquisite  beauty  His  attributes  of  Divine 
power,  wisdom,  and  goodness.    He  is  called  the  "  King 
coming  with  salvation,"  "the  Sun  of  Righteousness," 
"the  Prince  of  Peace,"  "the  Desire  of  all  Nations," 
"the  Lord  coming  to  His    Temple."     Malachi,  the 
last  of  the  prophets,  tells  of  one  "greater  than    a 
prophet,"  St.  John  the  Baptist,  the  immediate  fore- 
runner of  Jesus,  to  prepare  His  way.    John  prophesied 
of  his  Lord,  and  saw  Him  face  to  face.    He  was  the 
Herald,  the  Prophet,  and  the  Baptizer  of  that  Son  of  God. 

Srd  POINT.  Their  devout  and  holy  lives.— The 
inspired  words  of  the  prophets  were  brought  home  to 
the  consciences  of  men  by  the  holiness  of  their  lives, 
and  the  devotion  of  their  whole  hearts  to  the  glory 
and  service  of  God.  He  was  the  object  of  their  adora- 
tion, their  stay  and  strength  in  all  persecutions,  their 
consolation  and  joy.  They  lived  to  God,  and  in  con- 
tinual oommmuon  with  Him ;  and  were  ready  to  die 
for  the  glory  of  His  name.  One  of  the  most  remarkable 
points  in  the  character  of  these  holy  men  was  their  deep 
humility.  They  lived  as  in  the  presence  of  a  pure  and 
holy  God;  tbejr  were  ever  conscious  of  His  greatnesB, 
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and  their  own  nnworthiness.  None  <mn  be  fit  to 
receive  God's  enlightening  grace  but  the  hmnble  and 
contrite  in  heart :  they  only  can  understand  the  deep 
need  they  have  of  a  Saviour  to  cleanse  and  heal  them. 

0  Almighty  God,  who  didst  vouchsafe  unto  Thy 
prophets  of  old  the  gift  of  Thy  Holy  Spirit,  to  reveal 
unto  us  Christ,  the  true  Light ;  help  me  by  the  same 
Spirit,  to  believe  in  Him,  and  to  love  Him  with  my 
whole  heart.  Grant  unto  me.  Thy  poor  unworthy 
servant,  to  behold,  in  the  light  of  Thy  Gospel,  the 
depths  of  Thy  redeeming  love.  0  let  not  Thy  mer- 
cies be  lost  to  me.  Teach  me,  0  Lord,  by  Thy  grace, 
so  to  walk  in  His  light  here  on  earth,  that  I  may  at 
length  be  received,  through  His  all-prevailing  purity, 
into  Thy  realms  of  heavenly  light,  there  to  praise  and 
love  Thee  for  ever.    Amen, 


For  Friday  of  the  Second  Week  in  Advent, 


The  Blindness  and  Ingratitude  op  Men  m 
Eefusing  to  Eeoeive  Jesus,  the  Life  and  the 
Light  op  the  World. 

1st  POINT,  Their  blindness. — 0  marvellous  ig- 
norance of  mankind,  not  to  know  their  Great  Creator 
and  Kedeemer,  after  all  the  light  that  shone  upon  them, 
— after  the  mercies  of  Grod's  Providence,  and  His  gifts 
of  grace !  They  shut  their  eyes  to  the  knowledge  of 
their  own  choicest  blessings,  from  Adam  through  all 
their  generations.  The  Jews  especially,  God's  chosen 
people,  were  ever  ready  to  set  up  idols,  and  worship 
strange  gods.    This  was  the  work  of  Satan,  the  grefit 
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rer,  the  fother  of  lies  (John  Tiii.  44),  who  tempted 
to  fell  away  from  God  to  their  own  shame  and 
iction.  The  same  he  does  now  with  multitudes 
a  and  women,  holding  out  gilded  promises,  as  to 
Paradise,  which  turn  to  ashes  of  bitterness  and 
,  making  them  to  cry,  "  Oh,  wretched  man  that 
who  shall  deliver  me  from  the  body  of  this 
'  (Rom.  vii.  24)  ? 

POINT,  Their  ingratitude.— This  is  another 
}roach  upon  the  children  of  Adam  in  all  ages  of 
rid.  Even  the  thankless  Israelites  provoked  the 
Grod  to  visit  them  with  His  severest  judgments 
pie,  pestilence,  fomine,  war,  and  slavery.  Read 
ophecies  of  Isaiah,  Jeremiah,  Ezekiel,  and  the 
to  learn  how  grievously  they  offended  Him. 
hen  He  sent  them  His  own  beloved  Son  to  be 
»eliverer,  they  cruelly  put  Him  to  death,  scoffed 
I,  and  derided  Him  in  the  midst  of  the  tortures 
Dross.  And  now,  alas !  thousands  in  Christian 
crucify  the  Son  of  God  afresh,  and  put  Him  to 
hame"  (Heb.  vi.  6).  Gratitude  is  the  rarest 
hat  grows  within  the  human  breast.  If  it  were 
our  thoughts  would  soar  in  ceaseless  praise  to 
3ur  greatest  joy  would  be  to  live  in  constant 
Drance  of  His  love,  and  ever-growing  desires  to 
will. 

^01  NT.  When  Israel  had  wearied  the  Almighty 
leir  obstinate  refusal  to  walk  in  His  light,  He 
them  over  to  their  own  evil  ways,  saying, 
in  the  b'ght  of  your  own  fire,  and  of  the  sparks 
^e  have  kindled;  this  shall  ye  have  of  Mine 
jre  shall  lie  down  in  sorrow  "  (Isaiah  1.  1).  Nor 
hat  the  blessed  Saviour  will  bear  for  ever  with 
illions.  He  says  of  those  who  have  closed  their 
id  seeing  see  not,  neither  will  understand,  that 
bhem  shall  be  taken  even  that  which  they  seem 
)."  (St.  Matt.).    But  it  iB  not  the  Will  of  Gk)d. 
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that  any  should  perish.  He  is  ever  ready  to  receiY^ 
the  returning  sinner  to  the  arms  of  His  mercy.  Oh^ 
then !  let  ns  come  before  Him  in  lowly  prayer,  that  He 
may  forgive,— heal  our  leprosy  of  sin,  and  save  ns  from 
destruction  of  soul,  more  terrible  than  that  of  the 
body. 

0  loving  Merciful  Saviour,  Who  didst  come  down 
from  Thy  Throne  on  high  to  give  light  to  those  who  sit 
in  darkness  and  the  shadow  of  death,  shine  on  my  son! 
with  Thy  bright  beams  of  light.  May  Thy  Holy  Spirit 
inflame  my  cold  heart  with  Divine  love.  Only  Thou 
canst  make  me  to  desire  the  riches  of  Thy  grace.  Ametif 
Amen, 


-•o*- 


For  ScUurdny  of  the  Second  Week  in  Advent. 


The  Blessedness  of  those  who  well  Receive  Him. 

**  As  many  as  received  Him,  to  them  gave  He  power  to  becomt 
the  sons  of  God,  even  to  them  that  believed  on  His  name,"^ 
St.  John  i. 

1st  POINT.  The  greatness  of  this  promise. — Non? 
but  the  Holy  Spirit  could  have  breathed  such  words  b& 
these,  so  fall  of  comfort  to  the  heart  bereaved  of  Chrisl 
through  sin.  Shall  we,  who  have  gone  astray  from  f 
Heavenly  Father,  be  restored  to  His  family  of  th( 
righteous,  and  be  made  His  children?  Yes,  if  we  trul^ 
repent,  and  return  to  Him.  We  have  His  own  pledge 
— the  pledge  of  the  Gk)d  of  Truth.  Christ  took  ou: 
nature ;  called  us  His  brethren ;  "  I  go  "  (He  said)  "  U 
My  Father,  and  your  Father ;"  then  ascended  up  oi 
high ;  and  now  "  for  ever  liveth  to  make  intercession  fo: 
us."  He  hath  prepared  bright  mansions  in  His  Father^i 
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Iioiise,  a  rich  inheritance  of  life  for  all  who  repent  them 
trnJy  of  their  former  sins,  and  become  children  of  light. 
All  glory  be  unto  the  Eternal  Trinity  for  this  Divine 
g^of  a  heavenly  Sonship. 

2nd  POINT,  How  it  is  to  be  secured. — This  great 
blessing  was  freely  offered  to  "as  many  as  received 
Him.'*  It  was  by  deep  humihty  and  self-abasement; 
by  earnest  desire  and  fervent  prayer ;  by  holiness  and 
love.  So  then  let  ns  prepare  to  draw  near  to  Him 
with  love  and  gratitude,  with  repentance  and  faith ; 
"for  he  that  cometh  to  God  must  believe  that  He  is, 
and  that  He  is  a  Kewarder  of  them  that  diligently  seek 
Him."  (Heb.  xi.  6).  If  we  truly  believe  the  sufferings 
of  the  Son  of  God  for  our  salvation,  assuredly  we  must 
love  Him.  Our  Lord  said  of  the  poor  sinner  who 
washed  His  feet  with  her  tears,  and  wiped  them  with 
the  hair  of  her  head,  "  her  sins,  which  are  many,  are 
forgiven;  for  she  loved  much."  So  let  us  come  in  love 
to  seek  His  pardon. 

3rrf  P  01  NT.  The  condescension  of  the  Lord  in  per- 
mitting us  to  dwell  in  Him. — Think  Who  it  is  that  offers 
His  Presence  to  our  poor  unworthy  hearts !  The  Son 
of  God,  sitting  on  His  throne  of  glory.  0  wonderful 
love!  He  would  not  rest  in  the  bosom  of  the  Father ; 
but  left  His  glory  for  love  to  sinners.  Think  you  that 
He  has  no  desire  to  dwell  in  our  hearts,  and  by  His 
Divine  presence  raise  them  in  adoration  to  the 
Heavenly  throne?  This  is  His  gracious  purpose 
towards  His  redeemed,  to  make  them  one  with  Him  in 
the  closest  bond  of  mutual  confidence  and  love.  He 
declares,  "  Ye  shall  know  that  I  am  in  my  Father,  and 
ye  in  Me,  and  I  in  you.  He  that  hath  my  command- 
ments and  keepeth  them,  he  it  is  that  loveth  Me ;  and 
he  that  loveth  Me  shall  be  loved  of  My  Father ;  and  I 
wiU  love  Him,  and  will  manifest  Myself  to  him ;"  nay, 
more, "  We  will  come  unto  Him,  and  make  Our  abode 
with  him  "  (John  xiv,  20,  21).    Thus  are  Christians  the 
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very  "Temple  of  God/'  where  He  loves  to  dwell. 
How  earnestly  then  should  we  desire  to  be  thns  Tmited 
to  Him !  More  especially  in  the  holy  commimion  of 
His  body  and  blood !  This  is  the  great  means  ordained 
by  BUmself.  He  says,  "Behold  I  stand  at  the  door 
and  knock ;  and  if  any  man  hear  My  voice  and  open 
the  door,  I  will  come  in  to  him,  and  will  sup  with  him, 
and  he  with  Me :"  "  I  am  the  living  Bread  which  came 
down  from  heaven :  if  any  man  eat  of  this  Bread,  he 
shall  live  for  ever ;  and  the  Bread  that  I  will  give  is 
My  Flesh,  which  I  will  give  for  the  life  of  the  world." 
(John  vi.  51). 

9raxfer. 

0  Thou  precious  Saviour,  Whom  my  soul  loveth,  I 
ask  no  other  gift  but  Thyself.  Thou  hast  been  more 
merciful  to  me,  miserable  sinner,  than  to  angels  who 
have  never  fallen.  They  have  not  been  redeemed  by 
Thy  blood,  shed  upon  the  Cross;  but  Thou  hast 
thereby  made  me  Thine.  Oh !  do  Thou  breathe  into 
me  the  breath  of  Divine  Love  by  Thy  Holy  Spirit, 
according  to  Thy  promise  to  send  unto  us  the  Blessed 
Comforter.  Draw  me  on,  0  Lord,  by  the  cords  of  love, 
that  I  may  be  prepared  to  come  unto  Thy  holy  altar, 
there  to  receive  Thee  into  my  grateful  soul,  "  by  faith 
with  thanksgiving."  And  do  Thou  henceforth  so  hold 
possession  of  all  my  affections,  that  I  may  never  again 
lose  Thy  most  precious  love.    Amen.    Amen, 
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For  Sunday  of  the  Third  Week  in  Advent, 


Pbbpabations  fob  the  Coming  op  the  Son  op 

God. 

POINT.  Joshua  and  the  Judges. — By  miracles 
it  number,  the  Lord  brought  the  Israelites  out  of 
to  the  Holy  Land;  by  miracles  His  servant 
%  cast  out  the  heathen  nations ;  by  miracles  He 
led  His  chosen  people  imder  the  rule  of  Judges. 
He  gave  them  His  prophet  Samuel,  to  be  their 
jllor,  and  keep  them  in  the  paths  of  obedience, 
ley  rebelled  against  Him :  they  demanded  a  king, 
ley  might  be  governed  like  other  nations,  when 
ad  the  Almighty  for  their  king. 
ti  is  the  hardness  of  the  human  heart  \  In  the 
of  all  our  blessings  we  forget  the  Gracious  Giver, 
wn  schemes  are  dearer  to  us  than  the  love  of 

POINT.  Saul.— And  God  gave  them  their 
I  desire.  He  chose  Saul,  a  valiant  man,  anointed 
ing  over  Israel ;  and  though  He  was  angry  with 
promised  His  divine  blessing  if  only  they  would 
heir  own  happiness  by  keeping  His  command- 
But  Saul  was  the  first  to  disobey ;  he  sinned 
usly.  The  Almighty  hid  His  face  from  him,  and 
m.  to  his  own  wicked  devices,  which  never  fail  to 
misfortune.  The  Philistines  came  upon  him 
their  armies ;  the  battle  went  sore  against  him. 
instead  of  repenting,  and  prayiag  to  the  Lord  for 
le  killed  himself  in  despair, 
vain  the  wicked  strive  against  the  will  of  the 
St.  He  is  a  holy  God^  who  will  not  abide  iniqmt^ . 
r  or  later  sin  brings  its  own  punishment,  e'ven  as 
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every  seed  of  the  earth  bears  its  own  proper  fruit. 
Wonderful  it  is,  that  all  the  long  experience  of  ages  will 
not  teach  us  wisdom. 

Srd  POINT.  Disobedience  of  the  Jews. — Thus  from 
the  time  of  their  deliverance  out  of  Egypt,  the  chosen 
people  were  a  stiff-necked,  rebellious  nation.  Never- 
theless, Grod's  gracious  purpose  was  to  fufil  the  promise 
made  to  faithful  Abraham.  He  gave  them  another 
Idng,  His  servant  David,  from  whose  descendants  the 
Savioue  should  be  bom. 


0  Lord,  most  mighty !  All  glory  be  to  Thee  for  Thy 
marvellous  loving-kindness.  Teach  me  by  Thy  Holy 
Spirit  to  understand  Thy  patient  forbearance  with  dis- 
obedient sinners,  like  unto  myself,  that  I  may  prepare 
my  heart  to  receive  Thy  own  beloved  Son  as  a  Saviotir. 
I  have  gone  astray  from  Thy  commandments ;  0,  bring 
me  back  unto  Thyself ;  that  I,  who  have  sinned  much, 
may  love  much,  and  be  forgiven  for  Christ's  sake. 
Amen, 

feecouli  Sl^eDttation. 

For  Monday  of  the  TJiird  Week  in  Advent. 


David. 

1st  POINT.  King  and  Prophet.— If  we  read  the  1st 
chapter  of  St.  Matthew,  and  the  3rd  of  St.  Luke,  we 
shall  find  that  David  was  descended  in  regular  succes- 
sion through  fourteen  generations  from  Abraham.  He 
was  of  the  royal  tribe  of  Judah.  Li  obedience  to  the 
command  of  God,  he  was  anointed  by  Samuel  to  be 
king  of  the  Jews ;  "  And  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  came 
upon  liim  from  that  day  forward,"  (1  Sam.  xvi.  13).  By 
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the  Holy  Ghost  he  received  the  gift  of  prophecy.  He  is 
called  in  Scripture  "  the  sweet  Psalmist  of  Israel,"  and 
throughout  his  beautiful  Psalms  he  foretels  the  glory 
of  the  expected  Messiah  in  maity  particulars. 

2nd  POINT.  His  sin,  repentance,  and  God's  pai*- 
doiL—David,  for  his  immovable  faith  in  the  promises  of 
the  Lord  of  Hosts,  is  called  in  Scripture  "  the  man  after 
God's  own  heart."  But  alas !  through  the  original  sin 
of  Adam  the  depravity  of  our  fallen  nature  is  in-born : 
"there  is  none  that  doeth  good,  no,  not  one," — except 
by  the  grace  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  David  sinned  griev- 
ously :  he  committed  adultery ;  and  that  led  him  on  to 
murder !  0,  what  a  fall  was  there !  From  the  favoured 
servant  of  (rod  he  became  a  captive  to  sin. 

None  but  himself  can  speak  the  bitterness  of  his  sor- 
row, as  expressed  in  his  penitential  Psalms.  He  poured 
out  the  anguish  of  his  soul  to  God  in  language  of  the 
deepest  woe.    "  My  heart  is  smitten  down  and  withered 

like  grass ;  so  that  I  forget  to  eat  my  bread I 

have  eaten  ashes  like  bread,  and  mingled  my  drink 
with  weeping,  because  of  Thine  indignation,  and  Thy 
wrath.  ....  Shame  hath  covered  my  face."  He  loved 
God  much;  and  therefore  grieved  much  for  having 
offended  Him.  Not  hke  Saul,  who,  for  want  of  faith, 
despaired  of  mercy ;  he  turned  to  the  Lord  as  to  a  loving 
Father.    *'For  Thy  mercy's  sake,  0  Lord,  pardon  my 

iniquity,  for  it  is  great Look  upon  mine  affliction 

and  my  pain,  and  forgive  all  my  sins."  These  are  but  a 
few  out  of  his  many  confessions  and  prayers  of  contrite 
sorrow.  God  knew  the  secrets  of  his  agony, — that  he 
was  sorely  afflicted  and  penitent.  His  Divine  love  know- 
eth  no  bounds ;  for  His  own  mercy's  sake  He  pardoned 
David's  sins,  and  restored  him  to  favour.  0  wonder- 
ful, unsearchable  depths  of  Thy  Divine  goodness,  0 
Lord !  We  will  praise  and  magni^  Thy  name  for  ever. 

Zrd  POINT.  God's  promise  to  him.— David  dwelt 
"  in  a  house  of  cedars;"  hut  he  felt  griered  and  ashamed 
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that,  whilst  he  had  a  magnificent  palace,  there  was  no 
temple  in  Jerusalem  worthy  to  be  called  "  the  house  of 
Grod."  Thus  he  set  an  example  to  all  kings  and  pnnces, 
and  the  rich  of  every  land,  to  promote  the  glory  of  God 
in  building  churches  for  His  people,  that  they  may 
praise  and  worship  Him.    And  he  besought  the  Lord 
that  he  might  be  permitted  to  raise  up  a  temple,  "  that 
Thy  Name  may  be  magnified  for  ever."    But  this  pri- 
vilege the  Lord  would  not  allow  him,  because  he  had 
"  shed  blood."    Yet,  for  the  comfort  of  his  loving  ser- 
vant. He  promised  tbat,  after  his  death,  his  son  Solo- 
mon should  build  Him  a  Temple.    So  the  last  years  of 
David  were  made  happy  in  preparations.    He  bought 
the  ground  on  Mount  Moriah ;  gathered  together  great 
stores  of  gold  and  silver,  brass  and  iron;  instructed 
Solomon  how  to  adorn  it  after  the  fashion  that  God 
showed  to  Moses  in  the  cloud  on  Mount  Sinai;  ap- 
pointed the  courses  of  the  priests  for  the  daily  services 
of  the  temple ;  and  ordained  four  thousand  musicians 
to  take  their  turns  in  singing  the  praises  of  the  Lord, 
his  merciful  Gkxi.    Then  David  "  died  in  a  good  old  age, 
full  of  days,  riches,  and  honour :  and  Solomon  his  son 
reigned  in  his  stead  "  (1  Chron.  xxix.  28). 

0  Lord  God  Almighty,  marvellous  is  Thy  mercy  to 
repentant  sinners,  who  turn  to  Thee  in  weeping  and 
prayer.  Raise  up  my  soul  in  the  contrite  spirit  of 
David  to  confess  before  Thy  throne  the  sins  of  my  past 
life,  and  beseech  Thy  pardon.  Restore  imto  me  the 
light  and  joy  of  Thy  countenance,  that  I  may  be  at 
peace.  Teach  me  to  take  delight  in  the  services  of  Thy 
Church:  there  to  hft  up  my  voice  to  Thy  glory  in 
psalms  and  hynms  of  praise.  Grant  this,  0  Lord,  for 
Jesus  Christ's  sake,  my  beloved  Saviour,  to  whom  with 
Thee  and  the  Holy  Ghost  be  honour  and  thanksgiving 
for  ever  and  ever.    Amen, 
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^^ivt}  a^eliftatlpn. 

For  Tuesday  of  the  Third  Week  in  Advent, 


Thi  Expectation  op  all  People  that  a  Saviour 

WAS  TO  Comb. 

1st  POINT.  The  Prophets.— The  Divine  promise 
made  to  Adam^  that  One  bom  of  woman  should  "  bruise 
the  serpent's  head,"  and  be  a  mighty  Saviour,  cheered 
the  hearts  of  holy  men  through  every  age.  God  brought 
it  to  remembrance  again  and  again,  **  by  the  mouth  of 
all  His  holy  prophets  since  the  world  began  "  (Acts  iii. 
61).  He  commanded  Moses  to  proclaim  to  the  Jewish 
nation,  "  The  Lord  thy  God  shall  raise  up  a  Prophet 
....  like  unto  me ;  unto  Him  ye  shall  hearken." 
(Deut  xviii.  14, 15).  Then,  after  Moses,  it  was  renewed 
by  Isaiah,  Jeremiah,  Ezekiel,  Daniel,  and  the  rest,  even 
to  Malachi,  the  last  of  the  prophets,  who  declares, 
"  Unto  you  that  fear  my  name,  shall  the  Sun  of  Eighte- 
0IJ8NBS8  arise  with  healing  on  His  wings  "  (Mai.  iv.  2). 
Thus,  link  by  link  in  the  chain  of  prophecies,  the  great 
and  glorious  promise  was  kept  ahve  in  the  hearts  of 
His  people. 

2nd  P  01  N'T.  Universal  peace  in  the  world. — It  was 
fitting  that,  when  the  "Prince  of  Peace  "  approached, 
"ware  and  rumours  of  wars"  should  cease.  And  thus 
it  came  to  pass.  In  the  time  of  the  Emperor  Augustus 
there  was  universid  peace  throughout  the  known  world. 
Thousands  of  Jews  were  settled  in  all  the  distant 
nations,  carrying  on  their  trade  and  commerce  as  they 
do  now  in  this  our  day.  They  took  with  them  their 
cherished  books  of  Scripture  in  the  Hebrew  tongue — the 
Law  of  Moses  and  of  the  Prophets.  Thus  Egyptians  and 
Parthians,  Modes  and  Elamites,  Cretes  and  Arabians, 
Greeks  and  Bomans,  knew  that  some  Great  Personage 


ft 
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was  abont  to  come.  They  reasoned  among  themselves 
what  manner  of  person  He  would  be,  and  expected  him 
to  come  as  a  mighty  Conqueror,  to  fotmd  a  great  empire. 
As  He  was  called  by  the  prophets  "Wonderful," 
Counsellor,"  the  "Eedeemer,"  the  "Saviour,"  ihe 
Desire  of  all  Nations,"  they  were  prepared  for  some- 
thing extraordinary,  but  they  guessed  not  the  real 
truth  of  His  Divine  Majesty. 

3rd  P  01  NT.  The  hopes  of  the  Jews.  To  the  Jews 
especially  this  promise  was  full  of  joyful  expectation. 
They  had  been  conquered,  like  all  the  other  nations,  by 
the  Soman  arms;  and  sighed  in  bondage  under  the 
heavy  yoke  of  Herod  the  king,  appointed  by  the  em- 
peror. They  panted  for  liberty.  They  thought  the  ex- 
pected Great  One  would  be  their  glorious  Messiah,  sent 
from  God  as  their  anointed  king,  who  should  redeem 
them  from  their  captivity  to  the  Eomans,  and  restore 
the  throne  of  David.  They  looked  forward  to  His 
coming  as  the  "  day  of  days,"  the  "  morning-tide,"  the 
"  last  redemption :"  meanwhile  they  deceived  their  own 
hearts  with  the  expectations  of  worldly  glory ;  and  when 
He  did  appear,  they  put  Him  to  a  cruel,  ignominious 
death. 

^rajinr. 

0  glorious  Saviour  of  the  world,  before  Thee  I  bow, 
beseeching  Thee  to  hear  my  prayer.  Raise  up  all  my 
desires  unto  Thee,  as  a  spiritual  Lord,  whose  kingdom 
is  not  of  this  world.  I  desire  to  contemplate  Thy  won- 
derful mercy  as  the  Redeemer  of  souls.  0  lead  me  in 
Thy  pleasant  jyaths  of  holiness.  Eaise  my  affections 
above  the  earth  to  rest  in  heaven,  where  Thou  sittest  on 
Thy  throne  in  glory.  Vouchsafe  to  restore  me,  and  all 
repentant  sinners,  to  Thy  favour ;  that  being  washed  in 
Thy  most  precious  blood,  we  may  be  received  after 
death  into  Paradise,  there  to  worship  and  to  love  Thee 
with  all  the  blessed  saints.    Amen, 
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ifourtS  Sl^eliitatfon^ 

For  Wednesday  of  the  Third  Week  in  Advent, 

The  Temple  and  Pbibsthood. 

1st  POINT.  The  Temple.— The  temple  in  Jerusalem 
&  the  "  Lord's  house  of  prayer  for  all  nations."  There 
nning  and  evening  service  was  performed  daily,  even 
in  Christian  Churches  the  daily  oflfering  of  prayer 
i  praise  never  ceases ;  in  many  the  daily  sacrifice 
ses  not  Solomon  and  his  father  David  thought  it 
ir  highest  privilege  and  honour  to  build  the  house  of 
Ahnightyas  magnificently  grand  as  costly  ornament 
I  skill  could  render  it.  In  the  second  book  of  Chro- 
les,  from  the  second  to  the  seventh  chapters,  we 
6  a  beautiful  description  of  it  all ;  how  the  Lord 
5sed  Solomon;  and  how  His  glory  appeared  in  a 
oing  cloud,  and  filled  His  house  of  prayer.  So  now, 
Christian  churches,  wherever  loving  hearts  are 
«d  to  His  throne  in  humble  praise.  He  is  invisibly 
sent,  especially  in  the  Holy  Sacrament,  to  bless  and 
ctify  them. 

\nd  POINT.  The  Priesthood.— There  were  not  less 
n  four  thousand  priests  appointed  for  the  services  of 
temple.  They  were  divided  into  twenty-four  courses, 
>  of  which,  in  rotation,  was  always  present  in  Jeru- 
m ;  whilst  the  others  lived  in  thirteen  of  the  chief 
es  round,  specially  appointed  for  their  maintenance. 
2re  they  could  study  "  the  Law  and  the  Prophets," 
I  instruct  the  people.  The  holy  priesthood  has  been 
ill  ages  of  the  Church  an  ofl&ce  of  great  dignity  and 
st,— to  minister  the  doctrine  and  sacraments,  and 
cipline  of  Christ.  His  priests  are  anointed  to  be 
tors  over  the  flock  of  the  Chief  Shepherd  and  Bishop 
souls,  that  His  holy  name  may  be  for  ever  glorified, 
I  His  blessed  kingdom  be  enlarged. 
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3rd  POINT.  Zacharias  the  Priest.— There  was  ii 
Jerusalem  an  aged  priest,  named  Zacharias,  whose  tun 
it  was  to  minister  in  the  temple.  He  and  his  wife  Eli 
zabeth  "  were  both  righteoiLS  before  God,  walking  in  a 
the  commandments  and  ordinances  of  the  Lord  blam( 
less."  The  Almighty,  who  created  and  rules  the  coum 
less  worlds  of  the  universe — those  brilliant  stars  of  ligl 
that  roll  in  their  paths  through  the  skies,— condescenc 
to  note  each  secret  thought  of  every  heart,  good  or  ba( 
The  righteous  Zacharias  found  favour  in  His  sight.  1 
and  Elizabeth  "  were  well  stricken  in  years,"  and  the 
had  no  clfild :  this  was  a  cause  of  grief  to  them.  The 
offered  up  their  prayers  to  God,  that  He  would  gn 
ciously  grant  them  a  child :  and  they  had  their  heart 
desire ;  God  blessed  them  beyond  their  fondest  hopes. 

0  Lord  Almighty,  Thou  art  our  Heavenly  Fathi 
through  the  merits  of  Jesus,  Thy  well-beloved  So: 
Hear  the  humble  desires  of  Thy  unworthy  chili 
Though  I  have  sadly  grieved  Thee  by  my  disobedienc 
I  earnestly  desire  never  to  do  so  again.  All  glory  ai 
thanksgiving  be  unto  Thee,  for  Thy  wisdom  and  goo< 
ness  in  giving  us  churches  to  go  to,  and  holy  priests  ai 
pastors  to  teach  us  all  to  take  a  delight  in  Thy  a] 
pointed  services,  joining  heart  and  voice  with  tl 
assemblies  of  Thy  people  in  prayer  and  praise.  Puril 
each  soul  to  be  a  temple  consecrated  imto  Thee.  S 
prepare  us  by  Thy  spirit  of  repentance  for  all  our  pa 
sins,  and  the  spirit  of  love  to  Jesus  our  Eedeemer,  th; 
we  may  be  permitted  to  go  to  Thy  holy  altar,  there  ' 
receive  the  blessed  Sacrament  of  His  Body  and  Bloo< 
This  is  the  sweetest  comfort  to  the  souls  of  sinners,  wl 
believe  His  gracious  promises  of  pardon.  To  Him  wii 
Thee,  0  Father,  and  Thee,  0  Holy  Ghost,  be  all  honoi 
and  glory  for  ever.    Amen, 
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ififtS  Sl^eDitation^ 

For  Thursday  of  the  Third  Week  in  Advent, 


The  Message  by  Gabriel  to  Zaohabias. 

ht  P  01  NT,  Gabriel  appears  to  him  in  the  temple. — 
The  golden  altar  in  the  tabernacle  of  the  temple  was 
appointed  for  the  burning  of  holy  incense  to  the  Lord, 
morning  and  evening,  which  was  performed  by  the 
priests  in  turns.  One  day,  when  Zacharias  was  alone 
in  the  tabernacle,  offering  incense,  and  the  people  were 
in  the  outer  court,  waiting  for  his  blessing,  Gabriel 
appeared  to  him,  standing  by  the  right  side  of  the  altar. 

2nd  POINT,  The  fear  and  doubte  of  Zacharias.— 
When  the  aged  priest  saw  the  angel,  "  he  was  trou- 
Wed,  and  fear  fell  upon  him."  Not  one  of  the  fallen 
race  of  man  could  bear  to  look  upon  the  face  of  an 
angel  coming  from  the  presence  of  Grod  without  a  thrill 
of  terror:  even  the  holy  prophets  felt  the  same :  Daniel 
himself  "  set  his  fa2e  to  the  ground  and  was  dimib " 
(Dan.  X.  16).  But  Gabriel  comforted  Zacharias,  and  said, 
"Pear  not :  for  thy  prayer  is  heard ;  and  thy  wife  Eliza- 
heth  shall  bear  thee  a  son,  and  thou  shalt  call  his  name 
John."  Still  Zacharias  was  doubtful.  How  could  it  be 
tibat  he  and  Elizabeth,  being  well  stricken  in  years, 
should  have  a  child  ?  For  this  distrust  in  the  word  of 
God,  the  angel  told  him  he  should  be  dumb  until  the 
promise  came  to  pass.  ^ 

W  P  01  NT,  The  joy  of  Zacharias  and  Elizabeth.— 
After  his  services  in  the  temple  were  ended,  Zacharias 
went  home  to  Hebron.  He  made  known  to  Elizabeth 
the  message  he  had  received  by  the  mouth  of  an  angel, 
--how  they  were  to  have  a  son,  at  whose  birth  many 
should  rejoice ;  how  he  was  to  be  great  in  the  sight  of 
the  Lord,  "filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost;''  how  he  should 


44  The  Devout  Christian's  Help 

go  before  the  Saviour  "in  the  power  and  spirit  of 
Elias,**  to  make  ready  the  people  for  His  coming.  They 
wondered  at  so  mighty  a  promise:  nor  could  they 
imderstand  the^depth  of  its  meaning ;  but  they  rejoiced 
together.  They  studied  the  prophecies  of  Scripture, 
comparing  them  with  the  message^  and  thus  their  futh 
was  confirmed. 

0  Lord,  the  King  of  Glory,  grant  unto  me,  and  all 
Thy  people,  the  help  of  Thy  grace,  that  we  may  put  our 
faithful  trust  in  Thy  promises.  Times  out  of  number 
Thou  hast  spoken  imto  me  by  a  voice  higher  than  an 
angel's.  Thy  Holy  Spirit  hath  warned  and  persuaded 
me  to  a  holy  life  by  threatenings  and  promises  ;  but  I 
have  gone  after  my  own  desires,  and  fallen  away  in  the 
sight  of  angels,  forgetting  Thee  and  Thy  righteous  laws. 
0,  pardon  my  sinfulness.  Shed  Thy  bright  beams  of 
light  upon  Thy  Church  and  people,  that  we  may  be 
righteous  before  Thee,  like  Thy  servants  Zacharias  and 
Elizabeth,  walking  in  all  Thy  commandments  and 
ordinances  blameless.  Grant  iiiis  for  the  sake  of  Thy 
well-beloved  Son,  Christ  our  Lord.    Amen, 


■•«*■ 


Far  Friday  of  the  Third  Week  in  Advent. 


St.  John  the  Baptist. 

\st  P  01  NT  His  birth.— "AU  the  promises  of  God," 
in  His  Son  Jesus  Christ,  *'  are  yea,  and  in  Him  Amen" 
(1  Cor.  i.  20).  Let  us  only  believe,  and  they  shall  come 
to  pass.  So  did  the  words  of  the  angel  Gabriel.  Eliza- 
beth brought  forth  a  son.  Her  neighbours  and  cousins 
rejoiced   with   her;   and  his  name  was  called  John, 
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ig  to  the  Lord's  command.  Immediately  the 
of  Zachariafi  was  opened^  his  tongue  loosed, 
spake  and  praised  Gkni.  He  was  filled  with  the 
[lost  at  the  moment,  and  foretold  great  things  of 
that  he  should  be  called  the  Prophet  of  the 
,  and  go  before  the  expected  Eedeemer  to  an- 
His  approach.  And  all  the  people  of  Hebron, 
country  roimd  about,  wondered,  saying, "  What 
of  child  shall  this  be?" 

^OINT.  His  Chara<;ter.— "  The  hand  of  the 
as  with  him."    These  few  words  express  the 

of  all  blessings.  Seven  times  blessed  is  every 
1  whom  the  Lord,  the  Almighty,  vouchsafes  to 
md  this  He  does  with  all  who  love  Him ;  and 
them  to  love  Him  more  and  more.  But  John 
loured  above  all  men  in  being  chosen  as  the 
jer  of  the  expected  Christ.  He  was  to  be  a  pro- 
yea,  and  more  than  a  prophet,"  as  our  Lord 

declared.  He  was  the  first  on  earth  who 
[edged  Him  to  be  the  "  Son  of  GtOD,"  the  "  Lamb 
."  Doubtless  his  father,  Zacharias  the  priest, 
;  him  up  from  early  childhood  in  the  fear  and 
GrOD,  instructed  him  in  all  the  Scriptures,  and 
of  Moses ;  explained  to  him  the  inspired  writ- 
the  prophets,  and  how  their  promises  must  be 
lished  in  the  coming  of  Messias.  As  he  grew  up, 
filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost,"  he  would  delight 
I  parents  with  signs  of  wisdom  far  beyond  that 
arias ;  and  cheer  their  dying  moments  with  the 
y  that  they  should  rest  with  Abraham  in  Para- 


^OINT.  In  the  Wilderness. — There  were  several 
in  the  Holy  Land  that  were  called  a  "  wilder- 
but  one  especially,  amidst  the  barren  rocks  sur- 
ig  the  "  Salt  Lake,"  or  "  Dead  Sea,"  near  to  the 
lere  the  wicked  cities  of  Sodom  and  (jomoxxah 
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were  destroyed  by  fire  and  brimstone,  rained  down  frm 
heaven.  Thither,  when  he  was  come  to  man's  estate, 
John  retired  from  the  world.  The  common  business  of 
life  had  no  charms  for  him :  he  was  ab6(»:bed  in  contem- 
plation of  heaven,  and  thoughts  of  God.  What  were 
the  mysteries  revealed  to  him  in  the  wilderness  we  shall 
never  know,  imless  by  the  power  of  Divine  grace  we  so 
live  that  we  may  meet  him  hereafter  in  heaven.  His 
garment  was  rough — of  cameFs  hair,  thrown  over  his 
person,  and  gathered  round  him  with  a  leathern  girdle. 
His  meat  was  locusts  and  wild  honey  of  the  rodks. 
There,  in  long  watchings  and  fastings,  he  waited  p^ 
tiently  in  expectation  of  the  time  when  the  prcanMed 
Redeemer  was  prepared  to  show  Himself  to  the  world: 
then  the  voice  of  the  Lord  would  tell  him  what  to  do. 


O  Almighty  Heavenly  Father,  who  dost  permit  us  to 
call  Thee  by  that  tender  name  in  Thy  well-beloved  Son, 
Christ  our  Saviour,  I  beseech  Thee  hear  my  cry.  Thoa 
art  a  merciful  God,  full  of  compassion  to  Thy  fallein 
creatures.  Lift  up  my  thoughts  to  contemplate  Thine 
attributes  of  wisdom,  power,  and  love,  that  my  pride  of 
heart  may  be  brought  low,  turning  to  Thee  in  weeping, 
fasting,  and  praying.  Grant  that  all  who  repent  in  sor- 
row for  having  offended  Thee — all  whose  consciences  by 
sin  are  accused — by  Thy  merciful  pardon  may  be  ab- 
solved, through  Christ  our  Lord.    Amen. 
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feebent^  Sl^eliitatioii* 

For  Saturday  of  the  Third  Week  in  Advent, 


The  Pbovidbnob,  Wisdom,  and  Love  of  God. 

Is*  POINT,  His  Providence. — When  man  has  an 
ject  to  accomplish,  he  is  all  impatience  for  the  end. 
B  life  is  short  on  earth;  he  cannot  wait.  But  the 
[XBNAL  brings  His  mighty  plans  to  their  perfection 
rongh  many  ages.  "  One  day  with  Him  is  as  a  thou- 
od  years ;  and  a  thousand  years  as  one  day  "  (2  Peter 
.  8.)  His  Providence  rules  over  all :  He  brings  to  pass 
&  greatest  and  the  least  of  His  words.  The  Son,  from 
erlasting  in  the  bosom  of  the  Father,  with  the  HoJy 
host,  had  foreordained  the  providential  rise  and  fall 
'  many  nations  and  kingdoms,  leading  on  to  that  most 
fimorable  night,  when  His  angel  should  announce  the 
lad  tidings  of  His  birth  to  humble  shepherds  on  the 
ountain,  keeping  watch  over  their  flocks.  0,  my  soul, 
3W  is  it  that  thou  wilt  not  trust  in  Him — thy  sure 
efage,  thy  Castle,  and  Deliverance  ? 

2ndF0INT,  His  Wisdom. —If  we  look  abroad  on 
le  beauties  of  the  earth,  every  flower  and  blade  of 
rass  declares  the  wisdom  of  the  Almighty }  the  birds, 
od  beasts,  and  fishes, — each  small  insect  tribe  fulfil 
He  purpose  of  their  existence,  and  then  they  die.  The 
anopy  of  heaven,  spangled  with  its  myriads  of  stars, 
'reclaims  His  glory.  But  infinitely  more  His  wisdom 
hines  forth  in  man,  created  in  His  own  image,  with  an 
mmortal  soul  that  never  can  perish.  And  all  His  laws 
ind  ordinances  are  framed  for  the  happiness  of  this 
aToured  creature.  The  hand,  the  organs  of  the  ear, 
he  living  eye,— what  wonderful  faculties  they  display ! 
indfar  beyond  all  present  objects,  Pivine  Wisdom  pur- 
>osed  that  b^  the  coming  of  Hia  well-beloved  Son  man 
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should  be  raised  to  future  bliss  in  higher  realms — ^there 
to  dwell  for  ever,  and  worship  Him  with  angels  and 
spirits  of  spotless  purity. 

3rd  POINT.     His  Love. — ^Love  was  the  fountaia 
from  whence  these  blessings  flowed  to  man — love  Divine 
and  inexhaustible.  Above  all  other  glorious  testimonies 
of  His  love,  Grod  had  provided  a  SEicrifice  of  Atonement, 
whereby  His   fallen   creatures  might  be  restored  to 
favour.    We  have  seen  what  preparations  were  made 
for  the  advent  of  His  Son  in  the  form  of  man,  to  make 
this  sacrifice — to  die  that  we  might  live,  the  Just  for  the 
unjust,  the  Innocent  for  the  guilty.    And  now  in  this 
holy  season  let  us  prepare  our  hearts  to  receive  Him   -j 
with  thanksgiving  in  a  humble,  contrite  spirit,—resolT-    * 
ing,  by  the  grace  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  to  live  henceforth 
in  obedience  to  His  will,  and  love  Him :  for  God  is 
LovB. 

0  most  gracious  and  Divine  Saviour,  I  believe  that 
Thou  didst  vouchsafe,  in  the  mystery  of  Thy  Incarna- 
tion, to  take  into  Thy  Godhead  "  a  reasonable  sonl  and 
human  flesh, — perfect  God  and  perfect  man."  Thou  art 
glorious  from  everlasting  to  all  eternity — incomprehen- 
sible in  Thy  excellency  :  but  I  am  a  wretched,  imholy, 
thankless  sinner ;  I  know  not  how  to  approach  Tbee. 
Yet  hast  Thou  mercifully  called  me  to  Thee.  0  let  Thy 
compassion  pity  my  infirmities :  cleanse  my  impurity; 
may  Thy  grace  enlighten  my  darkness.  Thy  strength 
support  my  weakness,  that  I  may  be  enabled  to  love 
and  obey  Thee  from  this  day  forth  for  ever.     Amen. 


to  Meditation,  49 

jfirsit  a^efiftatiom 

For  the  Fourth  Sunday  in  Advent, 


carnation;  or  the  Son  op  God  made  Man. 
The  Time  and  Place. 

OINT,  The  Time.--Behold,  the  blessed  season 
.nd,  fore-ordained  by  the  wisdom  of  God,  when 
send  His  beloved  Son  into  the  world,  in  our 
to  redeem  mankind.  And  now,  in  the  yeai- 
om  the  time  of  Adam,  the  Grospel  of  Peace  is  to 
lied  in  the  light  of  the  Saviour,  in  exact  agreo- 
ith  the  prophecy  of  Daniel ;  "  to  finish  the  trans- 
i,  and  to  make  an  end  of  sins,  and  to  make 
iation  for  iniquity,  and  to  bring  in  everlasting 
isness,  and  to  seal  up  the  vision  and  prophecy, 
inoint  the  Most  Holy"  (Daniel  ix.  24). 

^  OINT.  The  Holy  Land.— The  land  of  Canaan, 
Holy  Land,"  is  a  small  country,  not  one  half  so 
England.  But  it  was  appointed  by  God  as  the 
'  the  greatest  events  that  ever  occurred  in  the 
[t  was  promised  to  Abraham,  above  two  thousand 
fore,  as  the  inheritance  of  his  children,  the  Jews, 
lus  chosen  of  the  Lord,  it  well  deserved  to  l)e 
Holy :"  and  there  all  His  prophets  dwelt,  and 
B  caused  His  holy  Temple  to  be  built,  as  a  House 
ir  for  all  nations.  But  0 !  how  infinitely  more 
.V,  since  the  sacred  footsteps  of  the  Son  of  God, 
have  hallowed  every  spot !  There  He  was  bom, 
iched  His  blessed  Gospel,  and  wrought  miracles 
pon  thousands ;  there  He  was  hungry  and  weary , 
ind  wept,  and  prayed ;  was  agonized  in  the  gar- 
irethsemane,  and  in  His  last  bitter  hour  of  the 
elded  up  his  desolate  soul,  crying  out,  "  Father, 
f  hands  I  commend  my  spirit"    There  He  rose 
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again  from  the  tomb ;  and  from  the  Mount  of  Olives  as- 
cended up  to  His  eternal  throne  of  glory. 

Srd  P  01  NT.  Nazareth.— The  joyful  message  of  the 
Lord  to  the  nations  of  the  earth  was  not  announced  in 
Babylon,  or  Bome,  or  the  gilded  palace  of  the  Pharaohs. 
The  sacred  Dove  vouchsafed  to  hover  over  a  lowly  town, 
and  mark  it  down  as  the  home  of  the  Great  Messias, 
who  was  to  be  called  Jesus  of  Nazareth.  It  was  a 
small  place  in  the  despised  province  of  Galilee,  and 
placed  in  a  beautiful  quiet  valley,  surrounded  by  hiDs, 
from  whence  might  be  seen  Lebanon,  Hermon,  and 
other  holy  places  of  Canaan  mentioned  in  Scriptuift 
Thus,  from  the  beginning,  the  whole  life  of  the  Sayionr 
testified  to  the  truth  of  ffis  own  words,  "  My  Kingdom 
is  not  of  this  world.*' 

0,  Lord  Jesu  Christ  how  glorious  art  Thou  in  all  Thy 
perfections.  0,  teach  me  to  follow  the  example  of  Thy 
humility,  that  my  pride  of  heart  may  he  subdued.  We 
glorify  Thee  as  our  Kedeemer,  who  didst  leave  Thy 
throne  in  the  realms  above,  that  sinners  might  be  made 
children  of  a  Heavenly  Father.  0,  change  my  natural 
temper,  that  it  may  be  meek  and  lowly,  as  Thou  wast 
on  earth;  that  all  my  hopes  may  rest  on  Thy  promises, 
all  my  comfort  be  in  Thy  word,  all  my  desires  be  fixed 
on  Thee,  all  my  contentment  in  the  light  of  Thy  cotmte- 
nance,  all  my  joy  in  Thy  love.  Grant  this  for  Thy 
mercy's  sake.    Amen, 
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Fur  Monday  of  the  Fourth  Week  in  Advent, 


The  History  in  the  Gtospels. 

\8t  POINT.  The  Angel.— The  angels  are  bright 
pints  of  love,  partaking  of  the  Creator's  love:  they 
"ejoiee  over  repentant  sinners,  and  guard  the  paths  of 
ihe  innocent.  They  were  never  so  happy  as  when 
shoeen  by  Grod  to  be  ambassadors  on  an  errand  of 
mercy.  When  the  Lord  intended  to  reveal  to  Daniel 
the  year  in  which  '*  Messiah  the  Prince*'  was  to  appear, 
(Dan.  ix.  25),  the  Archangel  Gabriel  was  selected 
from  the  highest  ranks  of  the  celestial  choirs  to  make  it 
bown  with  all  solemnity  and  distinction.  Again,  he 
appeared  to  Zachariah  in  the  Temple— and  now  to  the 
blessed  Virgin.  He  may  be  called  the  Evangelical  Mes- 
senger, ordained  to  glorify  the  Gospel  of  Jesus.  Glad 
then  he  must  have  been,  when  from  the  realms  of  glory 
tie  alighted  at  Nazareth  with  the  tidings  of  a  Saviour 
learathand. 

2nd  POINT.  The  Blessed  Virgin.— At  Nazareth 
^ere  dwelt  a  humble  maiden,  named  Mary.  Simple 
md  pure  of  heart,  she  lived  in  retirement,  like  some 
spotless  flower  in  a  shady  glen,  sweet  and  gentle; 
lumbly  fulfilling  day  by  day  the  quiet  duties  of  home, 
Jbedient  to  her  parents,  kind  to  all  around  her,  devout 
Mid  much  given  to  holy  contemplation.  Though  born 
ia  a  low  estate,  she  was  descended  from  the  royal 
house  of  David,  and  as  God  had  chosen  her  to  be  a  holy 
tabernacle  for  the  indwelling  of  His  Incarnate  Son,  she 
was  richly  gifted  with  the  graces  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
Now  Mary  was  betrothed,  or  promised  in  marriage,  to  an 
aged  man  named  Joseph. 

3rd  POINT.    Joseph.— He   also   was   descended 
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through  eight  and  twenty  generations,  from  King  Davie 
(Matt.  i.  17) ;  but  only  a  poor  carpenter  of  Nazareth 
Whilst  he  plied  his  homely  trade,  waiting  for  the  ap 
pointed  time  of  his  nuptials,  he  little  thought  that  hi 
name  would  be  revered  to  all  ages,  as  the  foster-fiathe: 
of  the  expected  Messias.  But  "  Grod  chooseth  the  fool 
ish  things  of  the  world  to  confound  the  wise,  and  th< 
weak  things  of  the  world  to  confound  the  mighty/ 
Thus  the  meanest  of  us  may  by  Divine  love  be  made « 
vessel  of  grace,  to  promote  the  glory  of  our  Lord  in  the 
most  humble  station.  Joseph  was  a  chosen  minister  oi 
God  to  guard  over  the  infant  years  of  His  weU-beloved 
Son;  and  after  death  to  be  crowned  with  His  rich 
reward  among  the  saints  in  heaven. 

0,  Almighty  Father,  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth,  Who 
dost  show  forth  Thy  Divine  Wisdom  in  the  choice  of  fit 
instruments  for  Thy  mysterious  purposes  of  love  to  sin- 
ners, vouchsafe  to  receive  my  poor  unworthy  adoration 
and  praise.  Thou  dost  perfect  the  work  of  salvation  in 
the  hearts  of  Thine  elect.  0,  do  Thou  breathe  into  my 
soul  the  Spirit  of  meekness  and  himiility,  of  penitential 
sorrow  for  all  my  sins.  Enlighten  my  understanding, 
to  know  that  Thy  law  is  purity  and  righteousness,  that 
I  may  walk  in  Thy  ways  all  the  rest  of  my  Hfe,  setting 
forth  an  example  of  holy  living  to  others.  I  humbly 
desire  to  be  simple-minded,  not  given  to  vanity;  to 
dwell  with  those  who  love  Thee ;  to  study  the  Holy 
Scriptures  which  Thou  hast  caused  to  be  written  for 
our  learning ;  and  thus,  by  the  assistance  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  to  offer  unto  Thee  the  acceptable  sacrifice  of  a 
purified  heart.  Grant  this,  0  Lord,  for  the  sake  of  Thy 
well-beloved  Son,  my  Saviour,  Jesus  Christ.    Amen, 


.  i 
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For  Tuesday  of  the  Fourth  Week  in  Advent. 


The  Mbssaob  of  the  Anoel  to  Mabt. 

1st  POINT.    It  came  to  i)ass,  when  the  Blessed 
Vugm  was  engaged  in  prayer  and  holy  meditation,  that 
the  angel  Grabriel  appeared  nnto  her,  bearing  this  mys- 
terious message,  "  Hail,  thon  that  art  highly  fayoured, 
the  Lord  is  with  thee ;  blessed  art  thou  among  women. 
Pear  not,  Mary ;  for  thon  hast  foand  favour  with  God, 
and  behold,  thou  shalt  conceive  in  thy  womb  and  bring 
forth  a  Son,  and  shalt  call  His  name  JESUS.    He  shall 
be  great,  and  shall  be  called  the  Son  of  the  Highest  ; 
and  the  Lord  God  shall  give  unto  Him  the  throne  of 
His  father  David;  and  He  shall  reign  over  the  house  of 
Israel  for  ever,  and  of  His  kingdom  there  shall  be  no 
end." 

2nd  P  01  NT.  Mary's  doubts  dispelled  by  the  angel.— 
It  oofiild  not  be  but  that  Mary,  seeing  an  angel  from 
heaven,  and  hearing  those  mysterious  words,  should  be 
troubled  in  her  mind,  and  wonder  what  the  salutation 
meant  How  could  she,  a  virgin,  become  a  mother  ? 
How  could  the  Lord  from  the  heights  of  His  glory 
condescend  to  one  so  low  ?  The  message  was  beyond 
her  understanding.  But  Gabriel  reassured  her  with 
words  of  comfort ;  "  The  Holy  Ghost  shall  come  upon 
thee,  and  the  power  of  the  Highest  shall  overshadow 
thee.  Therefore  also  that  holy  thing  that  shall  be  bom 
of  thee  shall  be  called  the  '  Son  of  God.'  "  He  told  her 
also  that  her  cousin  Elizabeth  had  conceived  a  son  in 
her  old  age ;  "  For  with  Grod  nothing  shall  be  impos- 
sible." 

Zrd  POINT,  Her  reply,  and  the  departure  of  the 
angel. — Mary's  childlike  simplicity,  her  habitual  sub- 
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mission  to  the  will  of  her  parents,  the  very  presenc 
on  angel,  awful  as  it  was,  combined  to  satisfy  her 
the  message  was  true.  She  meekly  replied,  "  Be 
the  handmaid  of  the  Lord :  be  it  nnto  me  accordii 
thy  words."  Gabriel  spread  his  golden  wings,  am 
turned  to  the  realms  of  light.  The  Holy  Ghost  brea 
upon  her ;  and  she  was  anointed  to  be  the  shrine  oi 
Incarnate  Son  of  God. 


«< 


Gome  Holy  Ghost,  our  souls  inspire. 
And  lighten  with  celestial  fire. 
Thou  the  anointing  Spirit  art, 
Who  dost  Thy  seven-fold  gifts  impart. 
Thy  blessed  unction  from  above 
Is  comfort,  life,  and  fire  of  love. 
Enable  with  perpetual  light 
The  dulness  of  our  blinded  sight. 
Anoint  and  cheer  our  soiled  face 
With  the  abundance  of  Thy  grace. 
Keep  &r  our  foes,  give  peace  at  home ; 
Where  Thou  art  guide,  no  ill  can  come. 
Teach  us  to  know  the  Father,  Son, 
And  Thee  of  Both  to  be  but  one  : 
That  through  the  ages  all  along. 
This  may  be  our  endless  song — 
Praise  to  Thine  eternal  merit. 
Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Spirit." 

Amen. 


ifDurtfi  9^etiftattDn. 

For  Wednesday  of  the  Fourth  Week  in  Advent 

The  Blessed  Viegin. 

Is^  P  01  NT,  Who  can  imagine  the  perplexed  tho 
of  Mary,  left  aJone  to  contemplate  this  wonderful 
mise  ?  But  the  Spirit  of  God  was  within  her,  ena 
her  to  oomaspond  with  the  Diyine  mystery.    Sh 


to  Meditation.  55 

endued  with  alt  the  power  which  Faith  and  Loye  im- 
part to  our  feeble  nature.    She  believed  in  the  omnipo- 
tenoeand  condescension  of  God,  and  thus  could  unite 
with  Him  to  accomplish  His  purpose.    She  was  full  of 
grace,  and  thus  her  will  was  made  one  with  God's  will. 
Faith,  like  every  good  and  perfect  gift,  "  is  from  above, 
and  Cometh  down  from  the  Father  of  lights,  with  whom 
is  no  variableness,  neither  shadow  of  turning  "  (James 
i- 17).    Blessed  are  they  who  believe,  and  in  simplicity 
of  heart  obey. 

'Ind  POINT,  Her  Purity.— What  a  charm  there  is 
in  purity !  How  it  adorns  and  dignifies  the  character  of 
men  and  women.  It  has  a  hidden  power  to  subdue  the 
strongest  passions  that  agitate  the  human  breast,  to 
stand  unharmed  amidst  temptations  on  the  right  hand 
and  the  left.  They  who  keep  themselves  unspotted 
from  the  world  possess  within  a  talisman  that  has  power 
to  put  to  flight  the  Evil  One.  "  Blessed  [says  our  Lord] 
are  the  pure  in  heart :  for  they  shall  see  God."  0,  that 
ve  could  each  recall  the  purity  that  once  made  our 
youthful  innocence  so  beautiful  in  the  eyes  of  God  and 
man!  But,  however  much  this  blessed  gift  may  have 
^n  lost,  there  is  a  Divine  fountain  opened  to  us  in  the 
atoning  blood  of  Jesus.  And  Gkxi  Himself  has  promised 
to  repentance  and  amendment  of  life,  "  Though  your 
sins  be  as  scarlet,  they  shall  be  as  white  as  snow :  though 
they  be  red  like  crimson,  they  shall  be  as  wool."  The 
purity  of  Mary  had  been  spotless  from  the  beginning ; 
and  now  there  was  locked  up  in  her  bosom,  as  it  were 
in  a  casket,  the  Secret  of  the  Lord,  known  to  none  other 
on  earth. 

^rd  P  OINT.  Her  Difaculties.— What  then  shaU  she 
do  ?  Hasten  to  her  parents,  and  to  Joseph,  her  affianced 
husband,  and  throwing  off  all  reserve,  tell  them  the 
Wonderful  thing  that  was  come  to  pass  ?  What  words 
will  serve  to  enlighten  them?  How  can  she  hope 
they  wiU  believe  the  strange  hisioij,  so  impossible  to 
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explain  ?  But  the  mystery  was  not  her  own  to  disdoee. 
God  in  His  wisdom  would  hest  know  how  and  when  to 
make  the  revelation.    To  Him  she  wonkl  intrust  henelL 

0,  Lord,  my  Saviour.  Thou  art  a  holy  God,  and  "oC 
purer  eyes  than  to  behold  iniquity."  Thou  knowest  my 
unrighteousness,  that  I  am  a  foolish,  sinful  creatine. 
The  sorrowful  sense  of  my  offences  against  Thy  most 
holy  law  is  too  heavy  to  bear.  O,  lead  me  by  Thy  grace 
to  the  foot  of  Thy  cross,  that  I  may  cast  my  burthen 
down  before  Thee.  O,  sprinkle  it  with  those  'predom 
drops  of  Thy  most  precious  blood,  which  trickled  from 
Thy  wounds,  that  my  sins  may  be  washed  white  as  soov. 
Make  me  "  pure  in  heart,**  that  according  to  Thy  loving 
promise  I  may  "  see  Grod,"  and  that  God  may  dwell  in 
me,  as  in  a  Temple,  through  Thy  all-parevailing  menta 
A  hi' 11. 


jfiftfi  9^etiitattom 

For  Thursday  of  the  Fourth  Week  m  Advent. 


Mabt  Visits  Elizabxth. 

ist  POINT,  Her  resolution  to  go  to  Zachariah  and 
Elizabeth.— Mary,  having  heard  from  the  angel  that 
her  cousin  Elizabeth  had  also  been  miraculously  visited 
from  on  high,  resolved  to  commune  with  her  on  the 
wonderful  mystery  revealed  in  herself.  Perhaps,  also, 
she  sought  of  (the  holy  priest)  Zachariah  advice  and 
consolation.  In  this  she  set  a  good  example  for  the 
imitation  of  others,  teaching  us  to  take  sweet  counsel 
t<^ther  on  the  ways  and  works  of  God,  and  to  un- 
burthen  our  troubled  minds  to  those  ordained  of  God, 
to  guide  us. 
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)INT.    Her  journey  to  Hebron.— She  did  not 

Bhe  rose  up  with  haste  on  her  journey.   From 

to  Hebron  wan  a  long  and  weary  way  by 

and  by  valley — not  lesfl  than  eighty  milew. 

nco  and  difficultieH  yauiHh  before  the  eye  of 

lough  she  waA  young,  helplesH,  and  alone,  the 

fit  waA  within  her;  Bhe  carried  a  heavenly 

linHt  every  danger ;  and  had  Hhe  met  a  lion  by 

Khe  would  have  paBHed  unhurt.    If  Gabriel 

o  lutlute  her  in  the  language  of  blessing,  there 

bo  wanting  a  guardian  angel  to  direct  her 


^INT,  Hebron.— Hebron  was  a  very  ancient 
K  the  mountains  of  Judah,  about  twenty  miles 
rusalem.  It  is  one  of  the  most  remarkabhj 
Lasting  places  in  the  Holy  Land;  for  there 
had  fed  his  flocks,  and  entertained  the  three 
fler  the  oak  of  Mamre  hard  by.  There,  his 
and  thoM)  of  Harah,  Isaac  and  llebecx^a,  and 
exist  in  the  cave  of  Machpelah.  There,  also, 
d  for  seven  years,  after  he  was  anointed  king 
ind  perhaps  composed  some  of  his  prophetic 
ler  the  venerable  oak  of  Mamre.  This  city 
\.  How  wonderfully  has  God  preserved  in 
srious  land,  unclianged,  the  scene  and  sites  of 
llous  works  and  miracles  of  grace ! 

Sraprr. 

He  Thee,  O  God ;  we  acknowledge  Thee  to  be 
We  d(;sire  to  magnify  Thy  name  for  Thy 
gfKxlness  in  giving  unto  us  Thy  Holy  Scrii)- 
'ur  learning.  Thy  Providence  ruleth  over  all 
lieaven  and  in  earth.  0,  teach  us  to  follow 
cample  of  Thy  saints,  in  faith  and  obedience, 
5  ourselves  to  all  the  ordinances  of  Thy 
rdaincd  for  our  fpildunca  and  comfort.    I  V)0- 
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seech  Thee  by  Thy  goodnees  to  prepare  my  soul  to 
receiye  Thy  beloved  Son  in  His  Holy  Sacrament,  thalk 
my  sins  being  i)ardoned,  I  may  rejoice  in  His  salraiion. 
O,  make  me  a  child  of  grace,  and  pnrii^  every  defiire  of 
my  heart,  for  His  sake,  who  died  for  sinners.    Amen, 


For  Friday  of  the  Fourth  Week  in  Advent. 


The  Meetino  between  Masy  and  Euzabtih. 

l8t  POINT.  EKzabeth's  salutation  and  hymn.— Be- 
hold, then,  Mary  has  arrived  at  Hebron ;  she  stands  attitt 
door  of  2iachariah ;  she  enters  in ;  her  footsteps  are  heiid 
within  the  threshold,  and  she  calls.  At  the  nneiq[)eetol 
joyful  sonnd  of  that  voice,  and  before  a  word  of  eaqphr 
nation  had  passed,  as  Elizabeth  folds  the  Virgin  in  hfli 
arms,  she  felt  a  wonderful  movement  within  her;  dM 
was  filled  with  the  spirit  of  a  prophetess.  As  by  a  Uc^ 
from  heaven,  the  mystery  of  mysteries,  which  the  angiil 
had  revealed  to  Mary  in  secret,  was  made  clear  to  EliA* 
beth  with  the  certahity  of  inspiration.  On  the  instairt 
she  knew  that  her  poor  cousin  of  Nazareth  was  to  be  titt 
virgin  mother  of  the  great  Messiah,  the  incarnate  Somtf 
God.  She  spake  out  with  a  loud  voice,  and  said, 
"  Blessed  art  thou  among  women,  and  blessed  is  the  frdt 
of  thy  womb.  .  .  .  And  blessed  is  she  that  believed; 
for  there  shall  be  a  x)erformance  of  those  things  which 
were  told  her  from  the  Lord." 

2nd  P  01  NT.  The  Virgin's  song  of  praise.— Hearing 
these  words,  Mary's  joy  burst  forth  in  the  beautiful 
hymn  of  thanksgiving,  called  the  Magnificat,  which  fof 
eighteen  centuries  has  been  sung  d«dly  in  every  Clhri** 
tian  Church : — 
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My  Bonl  doth  magnify  the  Lord,  and  my  spirit  hath  re- 
joiced in  God  MY  SAVIOUB. 

for  He  hath  regarded  the  lowliness  of  His  handmaiden. 

?ur  behold,  from  henceforth  all  generations  shall  call  me 
blessed. 

<*or  He  that  is  mighty  hath  magnified  me,  and  holy  is  His 
name. 

Ind  His  mercy  is  on  them  that  feai  Him  thronghont  all 
generations,"  &c. 

Mary's  son  was  also  to  be  Mary's  Saviour  :  because, 
6  all  others,  being  naturally  bom  as  a  child  of  Adam, 
3  had  need  of  the  Bedeemer's  merits  to  become  a  child 
grace. 

^rd  POINT.  Her  stay  at  Hebron.  — The  Virgin 
iry  abode  with  her  cousin  at  Hebron  about  three 
mths.  They  rejoiced  together  in  promises  of  hope, 
1  well  knowing  that  Gabriel  had  not  spoken  vain 
lids.  What  longings  must  they  have  had  to  under- 
md  the  future !  With  what  deep  reverence  did  they 
ffch  the  books  of  the  prophets,  especially  the  promises 
Isaiah,  who  had  declared,  "  The  Lord  Himself  shall 
ro  you  a  sign.  Behold,  a  virgin  shall  conceive,  and 
ar  a  Son,  and  shall  call  His  name  Immanuel,  which  is, 
dng  int^^reted,  God  with  us."  The  child  of  Eliza- 
!th  was  to  be  tiie  the  herald,  or  messenger,  of  the 
rnour;  but  the  Son  of  Mary  would  be  unspeakably 
ore  glorious— the  Saviour  Himself:  for  the  angel  had 
lid, "  Thou  shalt  call  His  name  Jbsub,"  which  in  the 
[elnew  language  means  Savioub;  and  again,  "He 
liall  be  called  the  Son  op  the  Highest— the  Son  of 

lOD." 

0,  merciful  Heavenly  Father,  in  this  history  Thou 
teachest  us  to  contemplate  the  wonderful  depths  of  Thy 
Duteous  dealings  towards  the  children  of  men.  I  see 
^t  Thou  dost  pour  Thy  grace  on  the  meek  and  lowly, 
^  those  who  walk  in  all  Thy  commandments  and  oidi- 
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nances  blameless ;  and  the  song  of  the  blessed  Yiigin  ' 
declares  that  Thy  mercy  is  on  them  that  fear  Thy  name 
throughout  aU  generations.  I,  indeed,  have  great  cause 
to  fear  Thee,  by  reason  of  my  disobedience.  But  I 
plead  for  pardon  for  the  love  Thou  bearest  Thy  dew 
Son.  He  hath  blotted  out  the  handwriting  that  was 
against  me,  and  nailed  it  to  His  cross.  Never  agais 
will  I  wilfully  displease  Thee.  0,  strengthen  my  weak- 
ness by  Thy  mighty  grace.  Vouchsafe  unto  me  tiu 
light  of  thy  Holy  Spirit,  that  I  may  have  a  right  jndjf* 
ment  in  all  things,  and  evermore  rejoice  in  His  hif 
comfort,  through  the  merits  of  Christ  Jesus,  my  SaTiotn 
who  liveth  and  reigneth  with  Thee  in  the  unily  d 
the  same  Spirit,  one  God,  world  without  end.    Amen. 


For  Saturday  of  the  Fourth  Week  in  Advent, 


Maby  and  Joseph. 

\st  POINT.  The  return  of  the  Virgin  to  Nazareth. 
— After  three  months,  when  Elizabeth's  time  drew  on 
that  she  should  bear  a  son,  Mary  was  to  return  to  Naza- 
reth. Alas! — return  to  Nazareth?  And  with  the 
increasing  tokens  of  her  own  mysterious  condition? 
Imagine  the  alarm  of  her  gentle  bosom  at  the  veiy 
thought !  Conscious  though  she  was  of  her  immaculate 
innocence,  how  could  she  endure  the  suspicions,  the  sad 
distress,  the  mild,  sorrowful  reproof  of  one  so  holy  as 
Joseph  ?  To  be  thought  capable  of  sin  was  agony  to  a 
virtuous  mind.  Would  she  not  find  herself  an  alien 
from  her  home,  rejected  of  her  kinsfolk,  the  scorn  of  the 
women  of  Nazareth?  But  faith  gave  her  confidence. 
She  remembered  the  heavenly  message.  Those  wordB, 
"  Fear  not,  Mary,  for  thou  hast  found  favour  with  Gk)d/* 
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piled  a  courage  that  nothing  could  daunt.  In  the 
ength  of  that  promise  she  trayelled  back  to  Naza- 
h. 

2iid  POINT.  Joseph's  distress  of  mind  until  re- 
nired  by  an  angel. — Then  the  Lord  gave  witness  from 
ftven  that  Mary  was  His  chosen  handmaid,  a  pure 
^in,  to  be,  as  He  had  already  promised,  "  blessed 
long  women."  For  when  Joseph,  full  of  tender  com- 
Bsion  towards  her  whom  he  had  loved  so  well,  and 
t  willing  to  make  her  a  public  example,  thouglit  to 
it  her  away  privily,  he  received  the  joyful  tidings 
am  heaven,  that  what  he  expected  to  be  his  shame 
auld  prove  the  highest  earthly  honour  to  Mary  and 
jDself.  **  Behold,  the  angel  of  the  Lord  appeared  unto 
im  in  a  dream,  saying, '  Joseph,  thou  son  of  David, 
ar  not  to  take  unto  thee  Mary,  thy  wife;  for  that 
hich  is  conceived  in  her  is  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  And 
le  shall  bring  forth  a  son,  and  thou  shalt  call  His 
ameJBSUs:  for  He  shall  save  His  people  from  their 
ins.*"  Thus  was  vouchsafed  to  him  the  peace  of 
stored  confidence — all  the  more  precious  for  the  sad- 
ess  of  past  suspicion. 

Zrd  POINT,  Their  mutual  faith.— There  is  no  book 
1  the  world  that  has  such  touching  stories  of  real  life 
8  the  Bible.  Though  a  deep  mystery  lies  at  the  root 
f  every  one,  yet  the  tale  is  told  with  a  pathetic,  simple 
Drce,  that  comes  home  to  the  convictions  of  the  most 
mlettered.  They  paint  to  us,  through  the  sympathies 
tf  our  inmost  nature,  the  eternal  purpose  of  Divine 
liercy  to  reinstate  fallen  man  in  the  original  image  of 
lis  Maker.  This  beautiful  narrative  of  the  angels  and 
saints  of  God  doing  homage  to  His  will  could  only  be 
given  by  the  pen  of  an  inspired  evangelist.  And  now 
Mary  and  Joseph  could  walk  along  the  hills  and  valleys 
of  Nazareth,  converse,  wonder  at  the  wisdom  of  God,  and 
W  together  that  He  would  be  pleased  to  accomplish 
His  own  will,  waiting  the  time  with  fond  expectancy. 
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0,  Lord  Jesu  Christ,  open  Thou  my  heart  to  a  \ 
of  Thy  loveliness.  I  wonder  at  myself,  that,  being 
tized  in  Thy  name,  I  could  so  often  and  so  grieve 
offend  Thee !  Still  more  I  wonder  at  Thy  patienc 
bearing  so  long  with  me  a  sinner !  O,  blot  out  all 
past  from  the  book  of  Thy  remembrance.  I  will 
deavour  to  learn  from  Holy  Scripture  the  deptl 
Thy  surpassing  love  in  coming  down  from  Thy  th 
to  undergo  the  bitter  death  of  the  Cross,  that  1 
mightest  reconcile  me  to  my  offended  Father  in  he« 
I  humbly  from  my  soul  desire  to  bless  Thee  for 
gift  of  Thy  precious  Self,  and  for  the  inestimable 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  be  my  Comforter  and  Gi 
Help  Thou  my  weakness  to  fix  my  thoughts  and 
desires  on  Thee.  Teach  me  to  pray  for  others  as 
as  for  myself;  to  pity  those  who  are  wandering 
away  out  of  Thy  paths  of  peace  like  stray  sheep.  B 
us  all  home,  0  Thou  Good  Shepherd  of  souls,  to  d 
in  Thy  fold,  to  feed  in  the  pleasant  pastures  of  a 
tuous  life,  and  to  glorify  Thee.    Amen, 


to  Meditation.  68 


Cf)rt0tma0  (tbt. 


"The  Fulness  of  Time  was  Comb." 

POINT,  As  before  the  first  creation,  "darkness 
ijyon  the  face  of  the  deep  "  until  "  the  Spirit  of  Grod 
d  upon  the  face  of  the  waters  " — which  was  a  pro- 
of the  forthcoming  Light— so  before  the  rising  of 
•nn  of  Righteousness,  the  sinful  world  lay  in  dark- 
and  the  shadow  of  death. 

d  POINT,  But  it  was  known  among  the  heavenly 
•8  that  the  time  foretold  by  the  prophets  was  ful- 
. ;  for  an  angel  had  been  sent  to  the  blessed  Virgin, 
azareth,  to  declare  that  she  should  bear  a  Son,  and 
L  His  name  Jesus ;  for  He  should  save  His  people 
their  sins." 

d  POINT,  And  as  at  the  beginning  "  all  the  sons 
od  shouted  for  joy,"  so  now,  at  the  New  Creation,  a 
1  of  wonder  and  delight  ran  through  the  courts  of 
en :  the  angels  glorified  the  love  of  the  Highest ;  on 
Bve  of  the  miraculous  birth  they  sang  their  Hallelu- 
Bands  Of  angels  stood  prepared  to  wing  their 
to  earth  in  the  joyful  morning,  some  to  hail  the 
bur  at  Bethlehem,  others  to  carry  the  joyful  tidings 
ihepherds  on  the  mountains,  keeping  watch  over 
r  flocks  by  night. 

',  my  soul !  prepare  thyself  to  welcome  in  the  glo- 
18  coming  of  the  Son  of  Grod,  which  will  be  to  thee 
pledge  of  thy  redemptioii.  Keep  holy  watch,  that 
y,  repenting  of  thy  sins,  knowing  thy  need  of  a 
"iour,  thou  mayest  join  with  all  faithful  members  of 
1  CJhurch  to  celebrate  the  festival  of  His  Nativity 
^  praise  and  thanksgiving. 

^th  POINT.  Joseph  and  the  blessed  Mary  have  tra- 
ced to  Bethlehem.    They  come  io  the  royal  city  oi 
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David,  declared  in  holy  prophecy  to  be  the  birt] 
of  the  Saviour,  in  simple  faith  that  Gkxi  will  grac 
fulfil  His  promise. 

Thou  Bethlehem,  so  highly  favoured  among  the 
of  Israel,  prepare  to  welcome  in  thy  Prince! 
wide  thy  gates,  and  lead  Him  to  thy  richest  ma 
unworthy  as  it  is  to  lodge  the  Koyal  Child! 
there  is  no  responsive  voice  of  joy;  all  heart 
busied  in  their  own  concerns;   the  town  is  full 
inn  is  crowded  with  its  richer  guests ;  there  is  no 
for  travellers  so  lowly  and  unknown.    Then  w] 
shall  the  holy  Virgin  turn  to  bring  forth  her  firsi 
Son  ?     Gro,  Mary ;  accept  the  shelter  of  yonder  si 
angels  will  be  with  thee :  there  joyfully  give  bii 
the  Holy  Child.  Lay  Him  gently  in  the  manger ; 
His   name   Immanuel,"   and   thou   shalt  be   bl 
among  women;  "for  He  shall  save  His  people 
their  sins." 

0,  Almighty  Father !  who  of  Thy  boundless  love 
give  to  sinful  man  Thy  well-beloved  Son,  I  an 
worthy  to  take  His  name  within  my  lips.  But  He 
given  me  leave  to  call  Him  by  the  sweet  and  holy  ] 
of  Jesus — Saviour.  In  that  name  He  commanded 
ners  to  pray  to  Thee  for  pardon  and  peace.  He 
promised  that  Thou  wilt  not  turn  away.  In  thai 
prevailing  Name,  I  beseech  Thee,  raise  my  soi 
rejoice  in  the  morning  of  His  glorious  birth,  that  I 
sing  the  song  of  the  angels,  "  Glory  to  God  in  the  1 
est."  0  Lord  !  teach  my  heart  to  draw  near  to 
in  the  Holy  Sacrament,  that  He  may  find  in  it  a  1 
dwelling-place,  unworthy  as  it  is,  prepared  to  re< 
and  cherish,  to  love  and  worship  Him.     Amen. 
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CHRISTMAS  WEEK. 


For  Christmds  Day, 


Thb  Nativitt.— The  Holt  Family. 

Hail!  glorious  moming  of  the  birth  of  Christ!  A 
»laze  of  light  flashes  from  heayen  on  the  souls  of  men. 
the  glory  of  the  Lord  shines  round  about  the  shep- 
lerds.  This  is  the  Christian's  jubilee— the  happy  day 
i  Christmas. 

0,my  soul !  behold  in  fond  adoring  love,  but  in  hum- 
ile  meditation,  the  glorious  scene  that  opens  before 
hee— the  Holy  Family  in  the  stable  at  Bethlehem. 


Ist  POINT,  The  royal  Son  of  the  King  of  Heaven 
as  not  where  to  lay  His  head.  No  purple  robes  enfold 
Ks  lovely  form ;  He  is  wrapped  in  swaddling  clothes, 
le  might  have  claimed  to  sit  upon  a  throne ;  but  He  is 
ndled  in  a  manger.  He  had  no  court-attendants 
waiting  on  His  will;  but  joyfoi  and  adoring  angels 
iTisibly  surround  Him. 

2nd  POINT,  The  blessed  Virgin-Mother  bends  over 
er  Divine  Son  with  fond  admiring  love.  If  before  His 
Jrth  she  had  exclaimed, "  My  spirit  hath  rejoiced  in 
lod  my  Saviour,"  much  more  now  she  raised  the  hymn 
»f  praise,  "  Henceforth  all  generations  shall  call  me 
>leffied."  She  little  knew  how  soon  she  would  have  to 
'eep  beneath  His  Cross ;  she  little  dreamed  that  those 
»d  scenes  of  Calvary  were  to  be  stepping-stones,  lead- 
ing back  to  His  throne  of  glory,  where  He  had  reigned 
from  everlasting ;  nor  how,  among  the  most  exalted  of 
His  saints,  she  would  be  for  ever  loving,  and  praising, 
^  adoring  Him  in  the  realms  ofhe&yeiL 

p 
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Zrd  POINT,  And  who  is  he,  so  reverent  and  tender, 
who  stands  aside,  admiring  the  new-bom  Child  ?  It  is 
the  aged  Joseph — the  affianced  hnsband  of  the  blessed 
Virgin,  not  the  father  of  the  Son  of  God;  but  His 
Eepresentative, — the  Protector,  the  Gnardian  and  Gnide 
of  the  Mother  and  the  Child.  His  happy  task  will  be 
to  carry  Him  in  his  arms  in  His  earliest  years,  and 
gently  guide  His  young  footsteps  among  the  hills  and 
Tales  of  Nazareth,  as  He  grows  "  in  wisdom  and  in 
stature,  and  in  favour  with  God  and  man." 

All  praise — all  glory  be  to  Thee,  now  and  for  ever,0, 
Jesus,  the  long  looked-for  Light  of  the  World !  0  shine 
upon  my  soul  and  bid  it  rejoice.  Thou  art  the  healing 
balm  of  all  my  wounds.  Thou  bringest  peace  on  earth. 
0  give  me  peace  of  mind  through  the  presence  of  Thy 
Holy  Spirit.  Kaise  up  all  my  desires  to  dwell  in  Thy 
love;  to  love  Thee  with  a  holy  love;  to  love  others 
better  than  myself.  Thou,  who  didst  lie  in  the  odd 
rude  manger  at  Bethlehem,  art  the  Creator  and  Lord  (rf 
the  universe.  I  will  adore  Thee  with  all  my  soul :  hdp 
my  weak  endeavours  to  breathe  its  longings  to  Thy 
throne  of  mercy.  May  every  returning  Christmas  Day 
find  me  more  and  more  a  child  of  grace.     Amen, 


feeranli  iSl^eliitatian* 


ANGEIfi  EeJOIOINQ. 

1st  POINT.  The  rejoicing  of  the  Angels  at  the 
Nativity. — Why,  on  the  morning  of  the  Nativity,  did 
the  angels  rejoice  that  a  Saviour  was  come  to  man? 
Because  they  are  full  of  love — they  live  in  the  very 
atmosphere  of  love.  Bound  about  the  throne  all 
breathe  of  love ;  and  on  the  throne  love  reigns;  for  God 
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Lots.  O  joy  to  sinners!  He,  whom  we  love  not, 
ves  "OS  still.  Thongh  we  are  enemies  to  Him  and  to 
irselTes,  through  sin.  He  is  a  Heavenly  Father  in 
hrist  Jesus,  calls  ns  by  the  endearing  name  of  chil- 
ren,  and  bears  with  our  perversity  for  His  mercy's 
ike.  The  cherubim  and  seraphim,  and  the  bright 
igelic  choirs,  have  no  such  love  for  us  as  Love  Divine, 
ut  their  love  shines  on  us  in  light  reflected  from  the 
Itemal  Fountain  of  Light  and  Love :  they  rejoiced  be- 
anse,  through  Christ  the  Saviour,  the  mansions  on 
igh  would  be  thronged  with  myriads  of  sinful  men 
edeemed,  made  holy,  and  washed  in  His  precious 
►lood— made  fellow- worshippers  with  themselves  before 
he  throne. 

%id  POINT,  Their  joy  in  ministering  to  Christ  on 
arth. — Thrice  blessed  were  the  angels  of  heaven,  in  that 
5od  gave  them  charge  over  His  well-beloved  Son  on 
»rth.  They  worshipped  Him  still  in  the  highest ;  for 
here  He  still  reigned  in  the  Majesty  of  His  Godhead, 
individed  for  ever  in  the  eternal  Trinity.  They  wor- 
shipped Him  on  earth  in  His  manhood — in  His  new 
ind  glorious  charactiBr  of  a  Saviour.  They  thought 
it  a  new  glory  to  themselves  to  watch  over  Him  in  the 
lowly  manger ;  to  wait  upon  Him  in  every  trial  of  His 
nunistry ;  to  behold  the  glory  of  the  open  heavens  at 
His  baptism ;  to  minister  to  Him  in  the  wilderness,  at 
His  temptation ;  to  soothe  His  agony  in  the  Garden  of 
Gethsemane ;  to  weep  for  Him  on  the  cross ;  to  watch 
within  His  sepulchre,  and  announce  to  the  loving 
women  the  joyful  news  of  His  resurrection ;  to  attend 
Him  in  His  ascension  into  heaven,  there  again  to  glorify 
Him  on  His  throne. 

3rd  P  OINT.  Their  ministration  to  men. — The  angels 
lejoiced  at  the  glorious  message  of  "peace  on  earth, 
?ood-will  toward  men."  0  divine  message  of  love ! — 
p8«MJe  that  passeth  understanding  is  offered  to  man  in 
Amidst  of  an  ymgenial  world,  if  he  will  seek  it;  and 
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good- will  towards  his  fellow-creatures,  be  they  enemies 
or  friends,  for  the  love  of  his  Saviour,  who  loves  them 
because  He  has  made  them  His  own.    The  ministration 
of  angels  to  man  is  a  Scripture  truth  revealed  to  us  by 
our  Lord  Himself.  Children  in  their  earliest  years  have 
their  angels  who  *'  behold  the  face  of  their  Father  which 
is  in  heaven."    They  are  invisible  guardians  round  our 
path  in  every  stage  of  life.    They  point  the  way  to 
heaven.    We  hear  them  not ;  we  see  them  not ;  but  if 
we  have  the  heart  to  understand,  and  will  pause  an 
instant  when  we  are  in  doubt  of  the  right  thing  to  do, 
we  shall  receive,  as  it  were  by  the  message  of  an  angd, 
a  whisper  to  the  conscience— a  clear  light  upon  our 
path,  guiding  us  aright,  and  enabling  us  to  see  the  will 
of  God.    Let  us  not  pause  for  another  echo ;  it  will  not 
come ;  but  act  upon  that  first  decision,  and  abide  by  it. 
Angels  watch  while  we  sleep :  they  smooth  the  pillow 
of  the  sick ;  and  if  we  die  in  the  faith  of  Christ,  penitent 
and  loving,  they  carry  the  rejoicing  soul,  released  from 
the  burden  of  the  fleshy  to  the  realms  of  the  saints  in 
Paradise. 

0,  blessed  Jesus !  who  didst  send  the  angels  to  lowly 
shepherds  with  the  joyful  message  of  peace  on  earth, 
hear  me,  unworthy  as  I  am.  Give  me  peace  in  Thee, 
my  Saviour,  and  my  God.  Teach  my  unquiet  heart  to 
rest  in  the  bosom  of  Thy  love.  0  may  I  never  plunge 
again  in  the  troubled  paths  of  sin.  Let  Thy  holy  angfels 
guard  me.  By  the  power  of  Thy  Holy  Spirit  I  will 
follow  whithersoever  they  point.  With  tiiem  I  do  hum- 
bly desire  to  worship  Thee,  and  to  do  Thy  will  Oh, 
that  I  might  serve  Thee  here  on  earth  as  they  rejoice  to 
do  in  heaven !  Cleanse  my  soul  and  make  it  Thine  own, 
that  being  washed  in  Thy  precious  blood,  I  m«yjf^ 
with  them  before  Thy  throne  to  praise  and  glorify  The© 
for  ever.    Amen. 
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^^itis  ^zhitation. 


Thb  Heaybnly  Message. 

P  OINT.  "  Fear  not/'—"  The  shepherds  were  sore 
,"  when  they  saw  the  glory  of  the  Lord  shining 

about  them :  but  the  angels  came  with  a  joyful 
ge;    the  voice  was  the  voice  of  comfort,  "Fear 

O  that  our  hearts  could  so  continually  live  as 
)  presence  of  the  spiritual  world,  that  we  might 
le  familiar  with  our  invisible  guardians!  Then 
1  we  joyfully  rise  in  the  meditations  of  our  silent 
to  the  angelic  realms,  and  join  our  lowly  breath- 
tf  adoration  to  swell  the  chorus  of  their  hymns  in 
)  to  "  Christ  the  Lord." 

:  POINT.  "Good  tidings  of  great  joy."— The 
st  joy  of  the  children  of  men  on  earth  is  the  hope 
aven.  Would  any  one  desire  to  live  for  ever  in 
rorld  of  sinners,  when  there  are  saints  and  angels 
,  to  whose  society  we  are  invited?  Would  we 
n  here  below,  subject  to  sorrow  and  suflfering,  cold 
lunger,  poverty  and  wrongful  treatment,  loss  of 
st  friends,  disease  and  death  ?  Or  could  we  rather 
refuge  before  the  sanctuary  of  the  golden  altar  in 
tn,  warmed  in  the  sunny  rays  of  the  Lord's  coun- 
ce,  fed  on  angels'  food,  made  rich  in  the  treasures 
)  '*  everlasting  habitations,"  safe  in  the  company  of 
?  spirits,  never  more  to  suffer  pain — never  to  see 
.?  Which  wouldest  thou  choose?  If  heaven, 
listen  to  the  "  good  tidings  of  great  joy "  in  the 
el  of  peace.  Kejoice  before  Him;  repent  before 
i  pray  to  Him,  believe  in  Him,  and  live  to  Him ; 
khou  hast  His  sure  promise,  that  He  will  receive 
unto  Himself. 

i  POINT,    "  For  all  people."— Draw  near,  0  my 
Give  ear  to  the  message  of  a  loving  Heaven\."5 
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Father.  His  eyerlastmg  arms  of  mercy  are  open  to 
receiye  a  world  of  repentant  sinners.  Fear  not  that 
thou  shalt  be  excluded.  Hast  thou  not  known  the 
sweetness  of  His  presence  ?  If  not,  it  is  because  thou 
hast  followed  thie  own  wayward  and  impatient  will, 
living  in  slavery  to  an  unsatisfying  world,  till  thou  hast 
groaned  under  the  weight  of  sin  and  selfishness.  Still 
His  well -beloved  Son  invites  thee  back.  He  says, 
"  Come  unto  Me  all  ye  that  labour  and  are  heavy  laden, 
and  I  will  give  you  rest."  The  message  of  the  angels 
was  to  thee  and  to  all  people.  Turn  then,  O  my  soul, 
to  Christ  the  Lord.  He  will  give  thee  all  His  precious 
gifts  of  grace — repentance,  holy  desires,  the  spirit  of 
prayer:  take  these  unto  thyself;  cherish  them — ^feed 
upon  them ;  and  they  shall  bring  thee  at  last  to  His 
everlasting  arms. 

0,  blessed  Jesus !  Lord  of  my  salvation,  how  have  I 
neglected  Thee !  How  have  I  gone  astray  from  Thy 
pleasant  paths,  and  chosen  unto  myself  the  paths  that 
lead  to  destruction !  Save  me.  Lord,  by  Thy  mighty 
Spirit.  Eeceive  my  earnest  desires,  my  humble  vows, 
that  they  may  be  strengthened  by  Thy  grace.  Lead  my 
feeble  steps  in  the  way  of  a  holy  life ;  and  I  will  praise 
and  glorify  Thee  for  ever.    Amen, 


•»• 


ifourtlj  la^eHitatiom 

The  Message  Continubd. 

1st  POINT,     "A  Saviour."— The  natural  heart  of 
man  in  the  midst  of  a  confused  world  seeks  for  com- 
fort.   He  goes  forth  in  search  of  it ;  he  turns  this  way 
and  that,  travels  far  and  wide,  snatches  at  each  empty' 
pleasure,  thinking  it  a  reality,  but  it  mocks  his  grasp. 
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One  after  another  he  pursues  the  sensnal  pleasures; 
but  they  prove  bitterness  and  ashes.  Riches  and  the 
'world's  applause  are  fleeting  vanities — ^all  darkness  and 
disappointment.  But  let  one  bright  ray  of  light  from 
the  Holy  Spirit  break  through  the  cloud,  and  behold ! 
the  blessed  vision  of  his  Saviour !  Jesus  smiles  upon 
him:  offers  Himself  in  exchange  for  all.  His  empty 
deceiving  dreams  vanish  into  air.  He  finds  that  heaven 
is  his  proper  home — a  Saviour  the  only  way,  the  truth, 
and  the  life.    He  adores,  and  is  at  peace. 

2nd  POINT,  "Christ  the  Lord."  —  Christ,  the 
aaointed  King,  reigns  over  all.  King  of  kings,  and  Lord 
of  lords,  from  everlasting.  And  behold!  He  makes 
Himself  a  lowly  child,  wi^pped  in  swaddling-clothes, 
and  lying  in  a  manger.  Can^  the  human  mind  fathom 
the  depth  of  the  counsels  of  the  eternal  Trinity  ?  Who 
then  shall  presume  to  search  into  this  divine  mystery, 
which  angels  desire  to  look  into  and  cannot  ? 

3fd  POINT,  Lord  of  the  World. — Let  not  vain  man 
inquire  why  the  Saviour,  Christ,  the  Lord  of  the  uni- 
verse, should  leave  His  glory  to  visit  this  little  world  of 
ours,  to  seek  and  to  save  that  which  is  lost.  Until  he 
has  learnt  to  love  Jesus  the  Saviour,  he  will  never 
Tfflderstand.  But  if  once  he  can  love  Him  with  devoted 
love,  which  is  a  gift  from  the  Fountain  op  Love,  the 

.  mystery  is  cleared  up.  Then  he  knows  that  out  of  love 
to  immortal  souls, —  created  by  Himself  in  His  own 
image,  and  therefore  precious  to  Him, — He  took  our 
Dature  as  man.  Therefore  do  the  angels,  with  ten 
thousand  times  ten  thousand,  and  thousands  of  thou- 

I  Bands  of  voices,  sing  before  Him,  "  Worthy  is  the  Lamb 
that  was  slain,  to  receive  power,  and  riches,  and  wisdom, 
and  strength,  and  honour,  and  glory,  and  blessing  "  (Kev. 
V.  11, 12). 

0,  mighty  Saviour,  mighty  Lord,  low  on  my  knees  I 
l»w  before  Thee.    All  adoration,  praise,  and  glory  "be 
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unto  Thy  Divine  Majesty.  Grant  unto  me,  miserable 
sinner  that  I  am,  one  spark  of  Thy  most  precious  love, 
that  my  soul  may  be  kindled  to  a  holy  flame  of  humble, 
adoring  love.  Then  will  I,  cleansed  in  the  fountain  of 
Thy  precious  blood,  follow  Thee  whithersoever  Thou 
leadest. 

0,  then,  lead  me  on,  step  by  step,  to  heaven,  where 
I  may  behold  the  beauties  of  Thy  countenance,  and 
glorify  Thee  with  all  the  company  of  the  blessed. 
Amen. 


-•o*- 


ifiTtl^  a^enitatiom 


The  Sign  Given. 

1st  POINT,  The  Babe— the  infant  Saviour.— Won- 
derful to  say !  He  who  created  the  realms  above  conde- 
scends to  be  born  in  a  stable.  The  mighty  Lord  of 
Hosts  takes  on  Him  the  feeble  flesh  of  an  infant.  Tlie 
well-beloved  Son  of  a  Heavenly  Father  humbles  Himself 
to  be  the  son  of  an  earthly  mother.  Hear  this,  all  ye 
proud,  who  seek  the  honours  and  riches  of  the  world,— 
who  shrink  from  self-denial  as  an  unwelcome  hardship, 
and  choose  a  bed  of  down.  Dark  His  liffe  was  to  be— 
a  weary  pilgrimage  through  a  world  of  sin ;  but  that 
helpless  child  shall  be  the  mighty  Conqueror  of  Satan, 
sin,  and  death.    . 

2nd  POINT.  The  swaddling-clothes.— To  the  faith- 
ful wondering  shepherds,  those  earthly  garments  which 
wrapped  the  Divine  infant  appeared  unworthy  of  "ft 
Saviour,  Christ  the  Lord;"  but  angels  knew  that  they 
were  the  robes  of  *'  truth,  meekness,  and  righteousness," 
"  as  a  bridegroom  is  decked  with  ornaments,  and  as  » 
bride  is  adorned  with  her  jewels  "  (Isaiah  Ixi.  10).  Be- 
neath  the  garb  of  lowliest  poverty,  that  veiled  the  GoP 
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^CASNATB  from  all  other  eyes,  the  angels  recognized 
leir  King. 

3rd  P  OINT,  The  Manger.— The  Word,  who  in  the 
iith  day  of  Creation,  made  "  the  beast  of  the  field  after 
lis  kind,  and  the  cattle  after  their  kind,"  hmnbles 
limself  to  lie  in  one  of  their  stalls!  But  no  costly 
)alace  of  the  mightiest  kings  could  compare  with  the 
cmseen  glory  of  the  silent  cave  at  Bethlehem.  There 
the  love  of  His  Heavenly  Father  abode  with  Him ;  there 
the  Holy  Ghost  invisibly  overshadowed  Him.  And 
when  He  shall  have  reascended  to  His  tlirone,  kings  and 
princes,  sinners  and  saints,  shall  make  their  pilgrimage 
to  the  hallowed  spot.  A  shrine  shall  be  raised  to  the 
honour  of  the  Saviour,  and  thousands  of  kneeling 
votaries  shall  offer  unto  Him  the  incense  of  their 
prayers  and  adoration :  for  now  they  know  that  He  is 
God. 

0,  Saviour  of  the  world,  0,  Grod  of  mercy,  assist  my 
poor  endeavours  to  comprehend  the  mystery  of  Thy 
humiliation  in  the  flesh.  Eaise  up  my  soul  to  adore 
Thee.  Too  long  in  sin  and  sadness  I  have  wandered 
away  from  Thee,  not  knowing  how  precious  Thou  art  to 
those  who  believe  in  Thy  word  and  walk  in  Thy  paths. 
0,lead  me  by  Thy  Holy  Spirit.  Never  leave  me  to  my- 
self, lest  I  stumble  and  fall  into  sin  again.  Keep  me 
humble  and  meek  as  a  little  child — yea,  as  a  little  child, 
hke  unto  Thyself  in  innocence.  I  know  that  "  Except 
We  be  converted,  and  become  as  little  children,  we  shall 
Dot  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven."  By  Thy  grace 
convert  me,  and  teach  me  to  be  humble-minded,  that  I 
J^y,  of  Thy  mercy,  inherit  the  joys  which  Thou  hast 
prepared  for  them  that  love  Thee.    Amen. 
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^ixt^  a^eliftation. 


The  Song  op  the  Angels. 

Is^  POINT,  "  Glory  to  Gk)d  in  the  Highest."— The 
angels  were  worthy  to  sing  this  song  of  triumph.  But 
if  the  Saviour  had  not  come  on  earth,  how  could  poor 
sinful  man  have  hoped  to  join  in  their  celestial  ado»- 
tions  ?  He  hath  restored  us  to  the  favour  of  a  Heavenly 
Father,  and  made  us  children  of  grace.  Therefore  may 
we  sing  with  angels,  "  Glory  to  God  in  the  Highest" 
Let  this  be  ever  our  unceasing  joy — to  praise,  obey,  and 
love  Him  as  a  Father,  with  all  the  aflfections  and 
powers  of  the  soul ;  straining  upwards  to  behold  Him 
in  the  full  glory  of  His  Majesty,  who  condescends  to 
regard  the  lowliest  of  His  creatures  as  children.  All 
we  have  and  all  we  hope  for  are  gifts  from  His  abound- 
ing stores  of  mercy ;  and  "  no  good  thing  will  be  with- 
held from  them  that  lead  a  holy  life "  (Ps.  Ixxxiv.  11). 
All  praise,  all  love,  all  glory  be  unto  Him. 

2nd  POINT.  On  earth  Peace.— Christ  is  the  "Prince 
of  Peace."  At  His  birth  the  message  from  on  high  was 
"  Peace ;"  on  the  eve  of  His  death  He  said  to  His  disci- 
ples, "  Peace  I  leave  with  you.  My  peace  I  give  unto 
you."  The  Holy  Ghost,  the  Comforter,  was  the  peace 
He  spoke  of;  He  only  can  give  the  joy  of  a  conscience 
at  peace  with  God.  This,  if  we  rightly  understand,  is 
the  highest,  purest,  most  lasting  joy  on  earth.  But  the 
heart  is  ever  deceitful :  let  us  watch  its  movements, 
examine  all  its  hidden  secrets,  lest  we  be  seduced  by 
empty  visions,  and  fancy  there  is  "  peace  where  there  is 
no  peace."  *'  There  is  no  peace,  saith  the  Lord,  unto 
the  wicked  "  (Isaiah  xlviii  22) ;  not  on  earth ;  no,  nor  in 
heaven— for  there  they  will  never  be.  0  then,  my  sotil, 
arise,  fly  from  vanities,  seek  peace  at  the  foot  of  the 
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cross ;  for  Christ  hath  said,  "  Come  unto  Me  all  ye  that 
labour  and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give  you  rest." 

drd  POINT,  "Good-will  towards  men."— In  this 
there  is  a  double  meaning  and  a  double  blessing.  The 
meaning  is,  that  the  good- will  of  God  towards  men  was 
manifested  in  the  birth  of  His  well-beloved  Son  in 
the  flesh,  who  thereby  raised  them  to  the  honour  of  His 
brethren,  thus  making  them  children  of  a  Heavenly 
Father.  But  then,  to  show  ourselves  really  His  chil- 
dren, we  must  be  loving  in  will,  and  in  deed,  to  our 
fellow-creatures. 

The  blessing  is,  that  being  thus  admitted  to  the  rank 
of  children  of  a  Heavenly  Father,  we  are  heirs  of  the 
glwious  kingdom  prepared  for  the  righteous  in  Heaven, 
where,  with  the  Saviour-King  and  the  Eternal  Holy 
Spirit,  Hb  reigns  for  ever  supreme.  And  such  is  the 
wisdom  and  mercy  of  God,  who  has  ordained  this  gift 
of  a  heavenly  inheritance,  that  He  would  make  the  earth 
a  Paradise  beforehand,  by  His  law  of  love,  which  it 
would  be  if  we  were  all  to  love  one  another.  And  Love 
being  His  law.  Love  is  our  duty ;  Love  would  be  our 
blessing.  Then,  indeed,  universal  peace  would  reign 
here,  leading  on  to  everlasting  peace  in  the  mansions  of 
angels.  Thus  blessings  and  duties  go  hand  in  hand : 
entwine  them  together,  and  they  flourish ;  separate  them, 
«Ki  they  languish. 

0,  Heavenly  Father,  Who  dost  permit  me  to  call  Thee 
by  that  tender  name,  in  Jesus  my  Kedeemer  grant  me 
Thy  Divine  grace,  that  in  all  sincerity  I  may  love,  and 
vorahip,  and  obey  Thee..  Breathe  into  me  the  spirit  of 
good-will  towards  men.  Teach  me  to  love  others ;  to 
be  unselfish,  long-suffering,  gentle,  patient,  and  meek ; 
*>  may  I  have  Thy  precious  presence  as  the  consolation 
of  my  soul.  If  Thou  leave  me  to  myself,  sinner  that  I 
«n,  I  shall  fail  utterly ;  but  Thoa  art  my  strength ;  in 
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Thee  I  may  overcome  evil  with  good.  0,  vouchsafe 
unto  me  Thy  peace  which  passeth  tmderstandiiig,  and 
joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost,  for  Jesus  Christ's  sake,  my  Lord 
and  my  Saviour.    Amen. 


■•*•- 


fertentl^  a^eliitatiam 


The  Ebwakd  op  Faith. 

l8t  POINT.  Faith  of  the  Shepherds.— All  giffcB, 
spiritual  and  temporal,  are  from  God.  He  is  the  foTm- 
tain-head  of  all  the  rivers  of  grace  flowing  forth  to 
angels  and  to  men.  He  is  "  Alpha  and  Omega  "— tiie 
beginning  and  the  end.  From  Enoch  and  Noah,  aU  His 
preachers  of  righteousness,  His  prophets,  and  His  mes- 
sengers, have  been  endued  with  faith  by  His  own  Spirit 
from  above.  And  now  the  shepherds,  ignorant  herds- 
men on  the  mountains,  keeping  watch  over  their  flocks 
by  night,  are  chosen  messengers  of  the  Gospel  of  glad 
tidings  to  man.  And  being  so  chosen,  their  minds  are 
divinely  enlightened  by  the  glorious  beams  of  fwtb. 
They  heard  the  message  and  believed. 

2nd  P  01  NT.  Their  ready  obedience.  —  At  once 
the  shepherds  said  to  each  other,  "  Let  us  now  go  even 
unto  Bethlehem,  and  see  this  thing  which  is  come 
to  pass,  which  the  Lord  hath  made  known  unto  us." 
They  obey  the  promptings  of  their  ready  zeal.  They 
know  the  angels*  word  is  true ;  they  believe  and  obey. 
So  must  we  all,  in  the  same  spirit,  start  instantly  in  the 
path  of  duty.  If  we  hesitate,  our  want  of  will,  not  our 
want  of  light,  is  to  blame.  The  Lord  hath  given  us  His 
law,  and  by  our  ready  obedience  we  testify  our  love  to 
Him.  "Faith  without  works  is  dead."  "Onward "is 
the  watchword  of  His  feithful  people ;  they  give  Him 
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their  willing  service,  constant  and  unwavering,  sure  of 
His  word,  and  trusting  in  His  promises. 

Zrd  POINT.  Their  faith  and  zeal  rewarded.— 
When  ever  did  the  Almighty  fail  to  reward  the  obe- 
dient ?  He  crowns  each  act  of  faith  with  gladness ;  it 
brings  us  nearer  to  Himself —the  richest  gift  He  has  to 
bestow.  The  shepherds  thought  no  longer  of  their 
Socks,  but  hurried  to  Bethlehem.  There  in  His  lowly 
jhed  they  found  the  infant  Saviour — the  Shepherd- 
King.  They  rejoiced  with  exceeding  great  joy,  bowed 
lown,  and  worshipped — ^first  in  the  ranks  of  Christian 
)elievers.  They  brought  great  news  to  Mary :  how  they 
lad  heard  the  angels'  song  to  the  glory  of  her  Son ; 
low  they  had  seen  the  night  shining  as  at  noonday, — a 
ype  of  the  Sun  of  Kighteousness  risen  upon  a  world  of 
in.  And  where  are  the  shepherds  now  ?  In  Paradise : 
he  mystery  they  had  "  made  known  abroad  concerning 
he  child  "  is  revealed  to  them ;  with  the  blessed  Virgin, 
nd  Joseph,  and  all  the  saints,  they  worship  Him.  0 ! 
)yfQl  will  that  Christmas  Day  in  Heaven  be,  when  aU 
jving  humble  hearts  that  have  turned  to  righteousness 
hall  behold  their  glorified  Saviour.  For  us  He  took 
he  feeble  form  of  infancy,  and  lay  in  the  manger, — 
ihat  He  might  receive  us  into  the  golden  palaces  of  His 
dngdom.    All  glory  be  to  Him. 

JBrajier. 

Merciful  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  raise  up  my  desires 
above  this  world  of  sin  and  sorrow,  to  fix  them  on  Thy- 
self:  teach  me  to  know  the  joy  of  following  Thee  in  the 
path  of  holiness.  I  will  join  my  voice  in  the  hymns  of 
Thy  faithful  people  to  glorify  Thy  love.  I  will  tell  of 
the  wonderful  things  Thou  hast  done  for  my  soul :  how 
Thon  hast  bid  me  fear  not,  because  Thou  wast  bom 
into  the  world  "  a  Saviour,  Christ  the  Lord."  I  beseech 
Thee,  grant  me  Thy  Holy  Spirit,  to  guide  and  direct 
me,  that  henceforth  I  may  praise  and  adore  Thee  m\ih. 
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thanksgiving.  Comfort  my  sinking  heart,  that  I 
rejoice  in  Thee ;  strengthen  its  weak  resolutions,  t 
may  be  a  holy  temple  devoted  to  Thee ;  make 
wardly  chaste  and  pure,  that  being  cleansed  h 
fountain  of  Thy  blood  from  every  spot  of  sin,  I 
become  more  and  more  fit  for  Thy  in-dwelHng  pres 
now  and  evermore.     Amen, 
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WEEK  AFTER  CHRISTMAS. 


Festival  op  the  Cibcumoision. 

"  The  year  begins  with  Thee, 
And  Thou  beginn'st  with  woe. 
To  let  the  world  of  sinners  see 
That  blood  for  sin  must  flow/' 

ht  POINT.  Christ's  obedience  to  the  law. — ^Awake, 
0  my  soul,  and  with  the  dawn  of  this  New  Year  join 
the  hymns  of  angels  in  glory  to  thy  Saviour ;  offer  thy 
early  sacrifice  of  humble  love  to  Him  who,  for  thy  sake, 
began  His  sorrowful  life  on  earth  by  submitting  Him- 
self to  the  law  given  to  Abraham.  "  I  am  not  come  to  de- 
stroy the  law,  but  to  fulfil,"  were  His  own  sacred  words. 
"In  aU  things  it  behoved  Him  to  be  made  like  unto  His 
brethren."  On  this,  the  eighth  day.  He  was  circumcised, 
and  received  the  saving  Name  of  Jesus.    Hallelujah ! 

"  0  come,  let  us  adore  Him, 
0  come,  let  us  adore  Him, 
0  come,  let  us  adore  him,  Christ  the  Lord !" 

0,  holy  Jesus !  make  me  also  obedient.  Make  my 
beart,  hke  Thine  own,  always  iuclined  to  live  for  Thee 
in  subjection  to  Thee.  When  I  rise  I  will  praise  Thee ; 
when  I  labour,  may  it  be  for  Thee ;  when  I  hunger,  I 
^  feed  on  Thee ;  if  I  thirst,  I  will  drink  of  Thy  foun- 
tains of  love ;  if  I  languish,  may  Thy  Name  revive  me ; 
when  I  die,  may  Thy  saving  Name  be  on  my  hps :  in 
tbat  hour  may  a  holy  angel  bear  my  soul  to  heaven, 
there  to  praise  Thy  Name  for  evermore ! 

'htd  POINT,    His  ardent  desire  for  the  salvation  of 
^.— The  love  of  Christ  the  Lord  towards  the  cM- 
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dren  of  Adam  was  manifested  in  every  act  of  His  suffer- 
ing life,  from  the  cradle  to  the  Cross.  He  was  the 
"  Man  of  Sorrows."  The  world  is  fall  of  sorrows; 
but  whilst  we  shrink  from  bearing  them.  He  proceeds 
step  by  step  in  the  lowly  path  of  endurance,  chosen  by 
Himself.  He  bids  us  all,  high  and  low,  rich  and  poor, 
take  up  the  Cross  and  follow  Him,  that  being  perfected 
"  through  suffering,"  we  may  iaherit  the  promises  made 
to  all  who  "  endure  unto  the  end." 

3rd  P  01  NT;  Christ  our  example  in  mortification.— 
The  Holy  Child  Jesus,  the  spotless  Lamb  of  God,  had 
scarcely  entered  on  His  earthly  course  when  He  began 
to  fulfil  all  righteousness.  Our  Saviour  and  our  Sacri- 
fice was  our  Example  too.  He  obeyed  in  suffering. 
"  Be  ye  meek  and  lowly  [He  said] ;  for  I  am  meek  and 
lowly ;"  and  St.  Paul, "  Mortify  therefore  your  members  a 
which  are  on  the  earth."  (Col.  iii.  5).  Already  in  His 
sinless  body  He  bears  the  punishment  of  our  sin.  But 
whilst  He  fulfils  the  ancient  law  of  circumcision,  think 
of  the  merciful  change  He  made  in  His  new  kingdom  of 
grace.  He  ordained  a  holier  Sacrament  in  its  stead- 
baptism  by  water ;  that,  being  signed  with  the  sign  of 
the  Cross,  we  may  become  children  of  a  better  Covenant 
than  that  of  Abraham. 

0,  my  soul,  learn  from  thy  Kedeemer  the  beauty  of 
obedience:  give  all  thy  powers  and  affections,  thy 
strength  of  purpose,  and  thy  desires,  to  be  like  imto 
Him.  Watch  and  pray,  and  deny  thyself,  that  thou 
mayest  be  of  the  number  of  His  redeemed ;  for  He  says 
to  all,  as  to  St.  Peter,  "  Follow  thou  me."    Amen, 


:^ 
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»)econ6  fl^eHitation* 


The  Holy  Namb  of  Jesus. 

OINT,  Name  of  Glory.-rGreat  and  noble  are 
s  given  in  Holy  Scripture  to  the  Son  of  God, — 
erful,  Counsellor,  the  mighty  God,  the  Prince  of 
he  Anointed  of  the  Lord,  Immanuel,  the  Mes- 
But  above  all  other  names,  God  commanded  (by 
«  of  His  archangel  Gabriel)  that  His  well-be- 
hould  be  called  Jbsub,  the  Savioub.  Salvation 
3st  world ;  the  power  of  God  in  restoring,  heal- 
lewing  all  who  have  sinned  against  Him,  are 
ted  in  their  name.  Therefore  the  Apostle  says, 
,t  the  Name  of  Jesus  every  knee  should  bow, 
;s  in  heaven,  and  things  in  earth,  and  things 
he  earth ;  and  that  every  tongue  should  confess 
sus  Christ  is  Lord,  to  the  glory  of  God  the 
"  (Phil.  ii.  10-11). 

90INT,  Name  of  Condescension. — The  glory 
Itemal  Son  magnifies  beyond  all  words  His  con- 
ion  in  stooping  so  low  for  our  sakes.  He  leaves 
for  earth ;  honour  and  the  worship  of  angels  for 

and  contempt;  His  Father's  presence  for  a 
f  sinners ;  bliss  unspeakable  for  sufferings  and 

We  admire  the  condescension  of  an  earthly 
>r  a  prince,  stooping  to  regard  the  poor  and 
I:  how  much  more,  then,  the  King  of  Kings, 

Himself  for  such  as  we  are !  Let  us  therefore 
i  glorify  Him  with  our  whole  hearts,  and  gladly 
our  lives  to  Him. 

POINT,  Name  of  Love.— Great  the  Glory, 
le  Condescension ;  but  greater  still  the  Love  of 
in  taking  so  dear  a  Name  as  Jesus — a  Name 
.  from  His  close  reJatioiisJiip  to  us  sinners,  and 

Q 
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His  gracious  desire  to  save  us,  and  make  us  one  with 
Himself.  By  that,  above  all  other  names,  He  draws  our 
hearts  to  love  Him.  It  is  a  sweet  Name :  a  Name  of 
gladness  to  sorrowful  sinners ;  of  comfort  to  mQumers ; 
of  hope  to  aU  believers. 

"  No  wcHxL  is  sung  more  sweet  than  this, 
No  sound  is  heard  more  full  of  bliss ; 
No  thought  brings  sweeter  comfort  nigh. 
Than  Jesus,  Son  of  God,  Most  High." 

0  my  soul,  rejoice  in  Grod  thy  Saviour,  and  bless  Him 
for  His  goodness.  For  thy  sake  He  took  that  Name  of 
Love,  that  He  might  make  us  His  own  by  virtue  of  His 
sufferings.  Eejoice  that,  in  some  sense,  thou  art  per- 
mitted to  bear  His  name ;  for  though  He  alone  can  be 
Jesus,  His  disciples  are  called  Christians. 

0,  mighty  Jesus,  my  Saviour !  all  glory  be  to  Thee 
for  taking  that  Name,  which  is  above  every  name  pre- 
cious to  sinners.  I  beseech  Tliee  enlarge  my  heart  to 
comprehend  the  fulness  of  Thy  love.  Grant  me  Thy 
Holy  Spirit,  that  I  may  earnestly  seek,  and  joyfully  find 
Thee,  as  the  comfort  and  hope  of  my  soul.  Thou  only 
canst  uphold  my  feeble  steps  to  follow  whithersoever 
Thou  leadest.  Help  me  to  teach  others  also  to  know 
and  to  love  Thee,  that  we  may  strengthen  each  other  in 
holy  meditation,  watchfulness,  and  prayer,  to  walk 
worthy  of  our  Christian  name.     Amen, 


■•o*- 


diirn  a^eHitation. 


Our  New  Birth  Given  in  Christian  Baptism. 
Is^  P  OINT,    The  OrdinaJice.— God  is  the  fountain 
of  aU  goodness — the  well-spring  of  all  grace.    Fi'om 
His  throne  streams  forth  t\ie  "Eiver  oi  \Ma,\o  cXsassR 
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iankuid  from  the  stain  of  original  sin:  this  is  the 
rater  of  baptism.  Until  washed  in  this  holy  water  we 
re  children  of  wrath  by  reason  of  a  fallen  nature, 
aUed  "  original  sin,"  derived  from  Adam.  Baptism  is 
he  Saviour's  appointed  way  for  all  men  to  "  enter  into 
he  kingdom  of  God."  His  last  command  to  the 
Vpostles,  "  Gro  and  teach  all  nations,  baptizing  them  in 
:he  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy 
Grhost,"  fixed  it  for  ever  as  the  unchangeable  law  a  of 
His  Church.  Thenceforth,  throughout  all  Christendom, 
there  has  stood  in  every  church  the  holy  font,  ready  for 
the  Uttle  ones  of  His  flock  to  be  new  made  children  of 
6o(L  "  Suffer  little  children  to  come  unto  Me,"  were 
His  own  gracious  words.  Above  that  font  the  Holy 
Spirit  is  present,  sanctifying  the  water  to  the  mystical 
washing  away  of  sin.  Kejoice,  0  Christians,  for  your- 
selves and  your  children ;  "  ye  are  washed,  ye  are  sanc- 
tified, ye  are  justified  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus, 
and  by  the  Spirit  of  our  God"  (1  Cor.  vi.,  11). 

2nd  POINT.  The  inward  Grace.— The  Holy  Spirit 
sanctifies  the  water  of  baptism.  He  is  present ;  and  in 
Him  the  Wessed  Trinity,  Three  in  One.  He  makes  each 
infimt  brought  to  the  font  a  child  of  God.  Pe  becomes 
their  fedthful  Guide,  Teacher,  and  Comforter,  enlight- 
ening them  step  by  step  to  the  knowledge  of  God,  ex- 
panding their  hearts  to  love  Him.  Alas !  as  years  pass 
on,  His  voice  is  drowned  in  the  din  of  life ;  His  warnings 
are  imheeded ;  He  is  often  grieved,  and  forced  to  depart 
from  the  baptized,  who  have  yielded  themselves  to  sin. 
Still  He  watches  over  them,  as  children  of  the  Heavenly 
Father — heirs  of  the  kingdom.  At  the  fii'st  sign  of 
repentance.  He  is  willing  to  return ;  to  become  once 
more  their  Guide  and  Comforter ;  to  lead  them  again 
safely  on  the  way  to  the  land  of  everlasting  rest.  0, 
my  soul,  yield  thyself  to  His  guidance  in  obedience  and 
|ove;  and  thou  shalt  find  peace  in  this  world — everlast- 
ing joy  hereafter. 
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Srd  POINT,  Growth  in  spiritual  life.— The  grace 
given  in  holy  baptism  does  not  lie  dormant  in  the  sonL 
It  is  a  germ  of  spiritual  life,  destined  to  grow  with  our 
growth,  and  strengthen  with  our  strength,  unfolding  gra- 
dually—first the  blade,  then  the  ear,  afterwards  the  foD 
com  in  the  ear.  Earnestly  pray,  then,  for  God's  blessfng, 
that,  warmed  by  the  rays  of  tiie  Sun  of  Righteousness, 
you  may  be  ripened  for  the  harvest.  He  only  can  gi^e 
the  increase. 

Prager. 

0,  Almighty  G<xi,  Who,  by  water  and  the  Holy  Ghost, 
hast  vouchsafed  to  regenerate  us,  who  were  bom  in  sm, 
we  praise  and  glorify  Thy  Name.  Grant  that,  as  Thoa 
hast  received  us,  through  the  laver  of  baptism,  into 
the  number  of  Thine  own  children,  we  may  live  as  heirs 
of  everlasting  hfe,  in  communion  with  all  saints,  pray- 
ing with  them,  and  praising  Thee  with  all  the  blessed 
angels  before  Thy  throne.  Strengthen  us,  we  beseech 
Thee,  0  Lord,  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Increase 
in  us  daily  Thy  manifold  gifts  of  grace,  the  spirit  of 
wisdom  and  understanding,  the  spirit  of  counsel  and 
ghostly  strength,  the  spirit  of  knowledge  and  true  god- 
liness, and  the  spirit  of  Thy  most  holy  fear,  until  our 
imperfect  love  be  accepted  and  made  perfect  in  Thy 
sight,  through  the  merits  of  Jesus  Christ  our  Saviour; 
to  whom,  with  Thee  and  the  same  Spirit,  be  honour 
and  glory  for  ever.    Amen. 


■ot 


CJONFIBMATION. 

let  P  OINT,   The  Ordinance—Every  good  and  every 

perfect  gift  is  from  on  high.    Our  new  birth  unto  right^ 

©ousness,  our  adoption  as  children  of  God,  our  hope  o» 

eternal  life  through  Christ,  and.  ^iJoa  ^dance  of  the 
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loly  Spirit,  are  all  free  gifts  of  our  Heavenly  Father. 
int  He  expects  something  to  be  done  on  our  parts. 
rhe  Christian  life  cannot  be  carried  on  without  a  strug- 
gle   Self  in  each  of  us  is  so  strong  that  unless  sub- 
dued by  holy  discipline  it  gains  the  mastery.    In  early 
years  our  waywardness  is  restrained  and  corrected  by 
Dur  parents.    But  the  Church  has  wisely  ordained  that 
as  they  advance  to  riper  years,  all  shall  present  them- 
selves before  the  Lord  in  the  Holy  Ordinance  of  Confir- 
mation. There  she  requires  them  to  renew,  by  an  act  of 
their  own  will,  the  engagements  made  for  them  by  their 
Sponsors  in  baptism,  when,  by  reason  of  their  tender  age, 
they  could  not  themselves  perform  them.    They  now 
profess  their  belief  in  all  the  articles  of  the  Christian 
feith :  they  declare  their  firm  intention  to  observe  the 
laws  of  their  Heavenly  Father,  as  obedient  children, 
members  of  Christ,  and  heirs  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 
A  joyful  thing  it  is  to  be  thus  united  more  closely  to 
our  loving  Saviour  in  a  fresh  bond  of  faith  and  obe- 
dience.   It  is  a  new  link  in  the  golden  chain  of  mercies 
that  binds  all  our  affections  to  Jesus,  who  hath  done  so 
much  for  us,  leading  us  on  to  love  Him  more  and  more. 

Ind  POINT.  The  Blessing.— These  high  and  holy 
WBolutions  none  could  ever  fulfil  without  God*s  sustain- 
ing grace.  But  that  grace  is  given  to  those  who  stead- 
fifitly  seek  it :  our  Heavenly  Father  is  always  ready  to 
crown  our  desires  by  the  gift  of  His  Holy  Spirit :  and 
the  Divine  Comforter  rejoices  to  complete  His  own 
work  begun  at  our  new  birth  in  baptism.  When  the 
hishop  lays  his  hand  on  us  at  Confirmation,  it  is  by 
authority  from  the  Chief  Bishop  of  souls — the  mighty 
Redeemer ;  and  the  prayers  of  the  Church  for  the  gift 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  are  heard  before  the  throne  of  grace. 
In  this  "  laying  on  of  hands,"  the  fulness  of  the  grace 
of  the  Holy  Ghost  comes  as  fresh  now  as  at  the  begin- 
ning in  the  age  of  Apostles. 

Think  what  a  joy  and  privilege  it  is  to  receive  tYiis 


86  The  JDevcmt  Christian's  Help 

blessing  from  Grod  thi-ough  the  highest  authority  in  His 
Chnrch!  How  it  supplies  strength  to  our  weakness; 
what  an  assurance  it  gives  us  that  we  are  the  objects  of 
Divine  love ;  and  that  He  who  ruleth  over  all  the  world 
condescends  to  regard  every  humble  young  Christian  as 
endued  with  the  complete  power  of  the  promised  gift 
of  the  Day  of  Pentecost. 

Srd  P  01  NT.  Eule  of  life.— Well  may  all  newly  con- 
firmed Christians  rise  from  their  knees  filled  with  the 
spirit  of  holy  fear ;  for,  great  as  the  blessing  is,  so  also 
is  the  responsibility  great.  They  have  promised  by 
Divine  grace  to  keep  Grod's  holy  will  and  command* 
ments,  and  to  walk  in  the  same  all  the  days  of  their 
life.  Thus  have  they  solemnly  engaged  themselves 
anew  to  be  God's  fiaithfol  soldiers  and  servants,  and  to 
follow  the  Great  Captain  of  their  salvation  through 
every  trial  in  the  way  of  His  Cross.  From  henceforth 
His  holy  law  and  His  holy  example  are  to  be  their  rule 
of  life.  It  is  not  enough  to  gaze  and  admire  Him :  we 
must  enter  through  the  strait  gate  of  self-denial,  and 
persevere  along  the  narrow  way  of  purity  and  virtue. 
Alas  1  that  so  many  should  turn  aside  from  this  plea- 
sant path  to  the  broad  way,  which  leadeth  to  destruc- 
tion, following  after  the  vain,  empty,  and  deceitful 
things,  falsely  called  pleasures  of  the  world,  but  ending 
in  disappointment-— often  degrading  us  to  sin,  and*all 
its  bitter  consequences.  0,  my  soul,  what  path  hast 
thou  chosen  ?  Hast  thou  persevered  in  the  strength 
given  imto  thee?  Hast  thou  stood  firm  to  the  vows 
made  for  thee  in  baptism,  and  renewed  by  thyself  in 
confirmation  ?  Or,  hast  thou,  forgetting  all,  forfeited 
thy  title  to  the  Divine  promises  ?  If  thou  hast  failed, 
0  turn,  once  for  all,  to  Christ,  the  merciful  Redeemer, 
lament,  and  confess  that  thou  hast  been  disobedient ; 
cast  thyself  before  His  throne  on  high ;  beseech  Him  to 
pardon  what  is  past,  and  lead  thee  on  in  future,  lest 
thy  name  be  blotted  out  from  the  Book  of  life. 
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O,  Almighty  Father,  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth,  look 
graciously  on  Thy  poor  unworthy  servant    Though  I 
have  strayed  far  away  from  Thy  paths,  yet  do  Thou  in 
mercy  help  me  to  return.  Though  I  have  often  and  often 
forgotten  the  vows  made  for  me  in  baptism,  and  re- 
newed by  myself  in  Confirmation,  do  Thou  pardon  me 
for  the  sake  of  Thy  well-beloved  Son,  that  Hi  precious 
death  upon  the  Cross  be  not  in  vain  for  my  salvation. 
Benew  in  me  whatsoever  hath  been  decayed  by  the 
fraud  and  malice  of  the  devH,  or  by  my  own  carnal  will 
and  frailty.    0  receive  me  once  more  to  Thy  arms  of 
mercy.    Defend  me    henceforth    with  Thy  heavenly 
grace,  that  I  may  continue  Thine  for  ever,  and  daily 
increase  in  Thy  Holy  Spirit  more  and  more,  until  I 
come  to  Thine  everlasting  kingdom.    Amen. 

0,  Holy  Spirit  of  God,  One  with  the  Eternal  Father, 
and  the  ever  adorable  Son,  in  the  Unity  of  the  Blessed 
Trinity,  hear  fty  contrite,  humble  prayer.  Though  1 
have  withstood  the  holy  promptings  of  Thy  grace,  I  do 
now  meekly  bow  before  Thy  throne,  steadfastly  purpos- 
ing to  lead  a  new  life,  that  for  the  time  to  come  I  may 
cherish  Thy  presence  in  my  soul.  On  Thee  do  I  rest 
all  my  hopes  for  peace  on  earth,  and  a  joyful  rest  in 
the  realms  of  heaven,  where  Thou  reignest  for  ever  and 
ever.    Amen, 


ififti)  a^eliitation. 


Christian  Ltfb  Pbrfbotkd  in  Holy  Communion. 

Christ  is  our  life.  He  has  said,  "  I  am  the  way,  the 
trnth,  and  the  life."  All  the  Christian  ordinances  are 
preparations  for  receiving  Himself.  Baptism  giving  us 
tte  new  nature.  Confirmation  the  sevenfold  gifts  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  Absolution  the  forgiveness  of  our  sins,  are 
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stages  of  progress  on  to  Him  who  alone  can  perfect  the 
life  Himself  has  begun.  Every  spiritaal  germ  unfolds 
in  the  beams  of  the  Snn  of  Bighteonsness.  In  this  holj 
sacrament  His  presence  shines  brightest  on  the  soul; 
and  herein  He  bestows  the  covenant  of  life. 

1st  POINT.  The  seal  of  the  New  Covenant.— WeD 
may  we  stand  amazed,  stmck  with  holy  awe  as  well  as 
delight,  when  to  the  eyes  of  faith  is  nnfolded  the  Great 
Charter  of  onr  King,  sealed  in  His  blood !  And  what  is 
within  that  seal?  No  mere  formal  announcement  of 
privilege,  or  grant  of  benefits  from  a  distant  lord;  but 
the  Lord  of  lords  Himself,  coming  in  person  to  dispense 
His  gifts.  As  to  St.  John,  in  the  Revelation  (c.  vi.,  6, 7, 
8),  waiting  with  eager  desire  to  see  the  opening  of 
the  book  sealed  with  seven  seals,  so  to  our  longing  eyes 
is  revealed,  within  that  seal, ''  the  Lamb  that  was  slain,^ 
now  "  alive  for  evermore "  (Rev.  i.  18),  enthroned  in 
glory,  yet  on  His  altar  giving  Himself  to  us ;  feeding  xis 
with  food  most  divine— His  own  Body  and  Blood !  Well 
may  we  join  the  heavenly  hosts  in  singing  "  Glory  to 
God  in  the  highest," — "  Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was 
slain  to  receive  power,  and  riches,  and  wisdom,  and 
strength,  and  honour,  and  glory,  and  blessing," — "  Bles- 
sing and  honour,  and  glory,  and  power,  be  unto  Him 
that  sitteth  upon  the  throne,  and  unto  the  Lamb  for 
ever  and  ever  "  (Rev.  vi.,  12, 13).  Well  may  we  pray 
in  all  htunility  and  earnestness  that  our  part  in  this 
holy  covenant  be  made  sure.  "  0,  Lamb  of  God,  that 
takest  away  the  sins  of  the  world,  have  mercy  upon 
us," — "  receive  our  prayer," — "  grant  us  Thy  peace." 

2nd  P  01  NT.  Divine  Union  and  Communion. — This 
mystical  union  of  Christ  with  His  Church  surpasses  all 
power  of  human  words.  It  may  be  felt,  but  cannot  be 
described.  In  this  blessed  saciament  He  reveals  Him- 
self as  the  bridegroom  of  faithful  souls,  drawing  them 
to  Himself  by  the   power  of  His  love.    Wonderfal 
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hcmght!    Kow  should  we  sinners  dare  approach  so 
Diyine  a  mystery  but  for  His  own  gracious,  encourag- 
ing words^  "  Come  unto  me  all  ye  that  are  weary  and 
heaTy  laden,  and  I  will  give  you  rest."    "  In  me  ye 
shall  have  peace."    He  even  condescends  to  beseech  us, 
*'  Behold,  I  stand  at  the  door  and  knock ;  if  any  man 
hear  my  voice,  and  open  the  door,  I  will  come  in  to 
him,  and  will  sup  with  him,  and  he  with  me  "  (Rev.  iii. 
20).    Here  is  a  Divine  presence  and  intimacy  of  love ! 
On  our  part,  too,  there  must  be  the  answer  of  love : 
"My  beloved  is  mine,  and  I  am  His  "  (Cant.  ii.  16,  and 
iii  4) ;  "I  have  found  Him  whom  my  soul  loveth ;  I 
will  hold  Him,  and  not  let  Him  go." 

But  «the  Lord  our  righteousness,  the  Faithful  and 
Unchangeable,  "the  same  yesterday,  to-day,  and  for 
ever,"  knows  our  frailty,  and  would  bind  us  to  Himself 
in  the  strength  of  unchangeable  love.  He  not  only  says, 
"Abide  in  me,  and  I  in  you"  (St.  John  xv.,  4);  but 
farther,  "  Set  me  as  a  seal  upon  thine  heart,  as  a  seal 
upon  thine  arm  "  (Cant.  viii.  6).  We  must  bear  the  im- 
press of  the  Heavenly ;  we  must  go  forth  and  labour 
for  Him.  In  the  Revelation  we  read  of  the  angels  seal- 
ing the  servants  of  Grod  in  their  foreheads.  In  Holy 
Communion  the  Lord  of  angels  seals  us  for  His  own. 

Zrd  POINT,  Pledge  of  everlasting  life.  —  This 
Divine  communion,  our  nearest  possible  approach  to 
Heaven  while  on  earth,  is  only  a  foretaste  of  the  future 
bliss.  "  Now  we  see  through  a  glass  darkly,  but  then 
&oe  to  face  "  (1  Cor.  xii.  12) ;  now  "  we  know  in  part," 
but  hereafter  we  shall  all  "  know  even  as  also  we  are 
known."  Then  shall  our  union  with  the  adorable 
SaYionr, — the  Beloved  of  our  soul  s, — be  perfected.  Then 
shall  we  find  in  Him  rest  eternal,  light  perpetual,  and 
love  ever  increasing.  Then  shall  our  eyes  "see  the 
King  in  His  beauty ;"  we  shall  be  admitted  to  worship 
Mound  His  throne — to  dwell  in  His  mansions  of  bliss — 
and  "  go  no  more  out "  (Isaiah  xxxiii.  17).    Then  shall 
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we  understand  the  greatness  of  the  pledge  given  us  here 
below  in  this  Sacrament  of  His  love.    "  Whoso  eateth 
my  flesh  and  drinketh  my  blood  hath  eternal  life ;  and 
I  will  raise  him  up  at  the  last  day  "  (St.  John  vi.  o*). 
Those  who  in  this  life  have  been  sacramentally  "  made 
partakers  of  the  Divine  nature  "  (2  Peter  i.  4),  endued 
with  a  principle  of  undying  life,  shall,  in  the  last  great 
day,  "  be  raised  incorruptible,"  and  "  shall  be  changed 
from  glory  to  glory,  as  by  the  Spirit  of  our  Grod  "  (1  Cor. 
XV.  52,  and  2  Cor.  iii.  18).  "  Let  us  then  now  draw  near 
with  a  true  heart,  in  full  assurance  of  faith  **  (Heb.  x. 
22,  and  xii.  24).    Let  us  come  to  Jesus,  "  the  Mediator 
of  the  New  Covenant,  and  to  the  blood  of  sprinkling," 
which  shall  cleanse  our  souls,  and  seal  us  unto  life 
everlasting. 

0,  Thou  Gracious  and  Adorable  Saviour,  who  art  the 
Soul  of  my  soul  and  the  Life  of  my  life!  In  this 
blessed  Sacrament  of  Thy  love  Thou  givest  Thtsblp  to 
be  our  food,  our  strength,  our  life !  Herein  we  have  Theb, 
in  whom  are  hid  all  the  treasures  of  wisdom  and  know- 
ledge; herein  we  possess  Thee,  in  whose  hand  are  all 
the  gifts  of  grace  and  glory.  We  are  not  worthy,  0 
Lord,  so  much  as  to  lift  up  our  eyes  to  heaven :  yet 
Thou  dost  vouchsafe  to  come  down  to  us  in  this  Holy 
Sacrament,  to  refresh  us  with  Thy  life-giving  presence. 
0  perfect  in  us  the  life  Thyself  hath  given ;  Help  us  to 
abide  in  Thee ;  seal  us  for  Thine  own ;  keep  us  faithful 
unto  death,  that  in  the  last  day  we  may  be  found  writ- 
ten in  tLe  book  of  life.  Then  shalt  Thou  receive  xa 
unto  Thyself,  "and  write  upon  us  Thy  new  Name :  so 
shall  we  be  Thine  for  ever  in  glory  and  joy  eternal 
Amen, 
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feixtlb  a^eHitation* 


The  Pbbskntation  of  Jesus  in  the  Temple. 

Ist  P  01  NT,  The  Jewish  law  of  dedicating  the  first- 
x)m  to  God. — The  Virgin  Mary  was  careful  to  observe 
dl  the  ordinances  of  the  law  both  for  the  Holy  Infant 
Jesus  and  herself.  Therefore,  on  the  fortieth  day  after 
ffis  birth,  she  and  Joseph  carried  Him  from  Bethlehem 
to  the  temple  in  Jemsalem,  that  He  might  be  dedicated 
to  the  Lord.  There  she  made  the  appointed  offering 
of  two  turtle  doves,  or  two  young  pigeons ;  for  Joseph 
and  Mary  were  too  poor  to  provide  a  lamb.  Did  she 
know  the  awful  mystery  that  she  carried  in  her  arms 
an  offering  more  inestimably  precious— the  Lamb  of 
God,  without  spot  or  blemish,  who  was  to  be  the  great 
Sacrifice  of  Atonement  for  the  sin  of  the  world  ? 

2ud  POINT,    Simeon  and  Anna. — Now  there  was  a 

venerable  man  in  Jerusalem,  named  Simeon,  an  aged 

priest,  holy  and  devout,  who  with  loving  faith  and 

desire  looked  forward  to  the  coming  of  the  promised 

Messiah.    He  had  received  a  revelation  by  the  Holy 

Ghost  that  he  should  not  die  till  he  had  seen  "the 

IxJrd's  Anointed."    And  by  the  Holy  Ghost  he  came 

into  the  temple  at  the  time  Mary  brought  the  Child  to 

^  dedicated  to  God.    No  sooner  did  he  take  Him  in 

bis  arms  than  an  awful  trembling  of  wonder  and  joy 

drilled  through  his  soul.    He  was  conscious  that  he 

hdd  in  his  embrace  the  world's  Treasure,  the  "  Desire 

of  all  nations."    He  was  filled  with  the  Divine  Spirit, 

aod  prophesied  that  this  Infant  should  be  the  Glory  of 

Israel.    But  foreseeing  that  He  would  die  a  violent 

death,  he  also  foretold  the  sorrows  of  the  Virgin  mother : 

"Yea,  a  sword  shall  pierce  through  thy  own  soul  also." 

M  the  same  time  there  was  in  the  iemplQ  one  Anna,  au 
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aged  prophetess,  who,  beholding  the  child,  d 
before  all  present  that  He  was  the  expected  Ee< 
Thns  angels  and  saints  bore  glad  testimony 
Divine  Infant  being  the  Mighty  Deliverer.  Jos< 
Mary,  X)ondering  in  their  hearts  all  those  thin 
were  spoken  of  Him,  carried  the  Infant  back  to 
hem, — the  distance  being  less  than  six  miles. 

Srd  POINT,  Christ  our  example  to  dedica 
selves  to  God.— From  this  early  presentation 
Holy  Child  Jesus  in  the  temple,  we  learn  what  an 
able  offering  we  can  make  to  God  by  dedicati 
hearts  to  Him  in  the  dawn  of  life.  There  is  not 
beantiful  sight  in  the  world  than  youthful  inB 
It  has  a  charm  that  wins  the  interest  and  affecl 
every  beholder.  Alas!  how  sad  is  the  condition 
fallen  nature,  that  as  years  come  on,  the  tainted 
of  passions  should  blight  the  fair  bloom,  and  car 
decay.  But,  glory  be  to  God,  our  Heavenly 
who  gave  His  well-beloved  to  restore  us  to  His 
He  hath  opened  to  us  a  way  of  reconciliation, 
says,  "  I  am  the  Way.''  0,  then,  let  us  appr( 
the  Throne  of  Grace  by  Him.  If  through  weak 
stumble  and  fall,  yet  we  will  hold  fast  to  the  '. 
His  pardoning  love.  He  beckons  us  forwar< 
each  sorrowful  penitent  he  says,  "My  grace  i 
cient  for  thee :  for  My  strength  is  made  perfect  i\ 
ness"  (2  Cor.  xii.  i^).  This  He  said  to  the 
apostle  St.  Paul,  who  was  himself  a  persec 
Christ's  Church,  until  he  was  converted  by  gra 
became  a  preacher  of  righteousness.  So  may  t^ 
in  our  humble  measure,  teach  others  by  ou 
rience. 

JPrajfo:. 

All  glory,  praise,  and  thanksgiving  be  unt( 
mighty  Saviour  of  sinners.  Thou  readest  ever; 
of  our  hearts.    We  can  offer  before  Thee  no 
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but  Thy  Divine  love  in  redeeming  us  from  the 
md  punishment  of  sin.  Let  the  light  of  Thy 
[lance  shine  upon  us,  0  Thou  star  of  our  hopes, 
aiowest  that  our  hearts  are  sore  distressed :  To 
'e  desire  to  dedicate  them.  Alas !  not  as  Thou 
Q  the  temple,  offer  Thyself,  a  spotless  Lamb,  to 
)ut  as  weak  and  erring  creatures,  redeemed  by 
crifice  on  the  Cross.  Kindle  within  us  the  spirit 
itude  and  love,  that  our  Souls  may  be  inf  amed 
;  Hallelujah  before  Thy  throne  in  holy  commu- 
ith  Thy  saints  and  angels,  who  day  and  night 
ite  the  glory  of  "  the  Lamb  that  was  slain." 
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THE  EPIPHANY,  OK  THE  MANIFESTAI 
OF  CHKIST  TO  THE  GENTILEa 


ifir0t  Sl^e6itation. 


All  Things  do  Honour  to  tee  Son  of  G( 

1st  POINT,  Miracles. —After  the  presenta 
the  Holy  Child  Jesus  in  the  Temple,  His  parents 
TTiTn  back  to  Bethlehem.  Mary  pondered  in  he: 
the  wonders  she  had  seen  and  heard,  even  fn 
first  salutation  of  the  angel  at  Nazareth.  Ail 
had  been  above  the  course  of  nature.  His  Con 
within  the  Virgin's  womb  was  a  miracle.  His  bii 
pure  Virgin  was  a  miracle.  The  appearance  and  n 
of  the  angel  to  the  shepherds,  amidst  the  glory 
heavens  shining  round  about  them,  was  a  miracl 
these  were  but  the  beginning. 

2nd  POINT,  The  Miraculous  Star.— Sudde: 
Gentile  nations  were  awakened  to  the  knowled^ 
the  long  expected  Messiah  was  born  into  the 
A  miraculous  star  appeared  in  the  heavens,  gl< 
towards  Jerusalem.  It  was  not  a  comet ;  not  a  b 
not  any  wandering  planet,  whose  motions  were  fi 
to  wise  astronomers ;  nor  any  of  those  fixed  sta; 
guide  the  watchful  mariner  to  his  desired  harbou 
an  unknown  wonderful  star,  so  bright  and  b 
that  it  shone  conspicuous  above  all  stars  in  the  < 
of  the  skies. 

Srd  POINT.  Sent  by  God.— When  kings 
earth  prepare  to  move  from  place  to  place,  the. 
their  messengers  before  them  to  give  notice  o: 
approach.  But  now  the  Lord  of  universal  pow 
glory  dispatches  a  glorious  star  from  the  oceans  c 
surrounding  His  throne,  to  be  the  herald  of  Hi 
beloved  Son,  that  the  nations  ma^  -^re^jarG  to  vi 
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n.  The  fulness  of  the  time  was  come,  foretold  by 
prophets;  and  this  light,  pointing  towards  Jem- 
im,  was  a  sign  that  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  King  of  the 
Ks,  was  bom.  It  shone  as  the  morning  star,  to  usher 
the  rising  of  the  Sun  of  Riqhtsousness, 

D  Almighty  God  King  of  kings.  Lord  of  lords !  we 
mbly  glorify  Thee  for  the  wonders  of  Thy  mercy: 
3ve  all  for  Thine  inestimable  love  in  the  redemption 
the  world  by  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  We  beseech 
lee,  cause  the  h'ght  of  Thy  Holy  Spirit  to  shine  in 
r  hearts,  as  the  day-spring  of  our  hopes.  May  Thy 
ace  be  in  us  a  bright  star,  to  guide  us  through  the 
ialB  and  temptations  of  life,  that  we  may  have  peace 
d  rest  in  Thy  favour,  through  the  miracles  of  Thy 
ioved  Son.  We  desire  to  take  delight  in  contem- 
ating  His  life  and  death,  ffis  perfections.  His 
iracles.  His  lessons  of  Divine  Wisdom,  and  His  suf- 
rings  on  our  behalf;  that  we  may  love  Thee,  O 
eavenly  Father,  Thee,  O  mighty  Kedeemer,  Thee,  0 
oly  Ghost,  the  Eternal  Trinity  in  One !    Amen. 


»)ecDn&  St^c&itarion. 


The  Magi,  or  Wise  Men. 

U  FOIST,  Who  they  were.— The  Gentiles,  often 
poken  of  in  Holy  Scripture,  were  heathen  nations 
nenlightened  to  tiie  knowledge  of  the  One  true  God, 
8  distinguished  from  the  chosen  people  of  Israel, 
^gdoms  great  and  glorious  had  risen  up,  and  again 
8d  faded  away.  Egypt,  Persia,  Babylon,  and  otliers 
ere  rich  and  powerful,  advanced  in  all  the  sciences 
nd  arts,  but  worshippers  of  idols.  Such  were  the 
liree  magi,  or  learned  astronomera,  ])rinces  of  Sheba, 
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in  Arabia,  watching  by  night,  as  their  cnstom  was,  the 
signs  of  the  heavens ;  when  suddenly  they  were  starred 
by  the  blaze  of  the  miraculous  star.  Judge  what* 
wonderment  thnlled  through  these  watchers  of  the 
night,  eagerly  looking  out  for  some  new  star.  No 
searcher  for  gems  or  gold  of  the  earth  could  fed 
such  joy  at  finding  an  unexpected  treasure.  Their 
hearts  beat  high  at  the  thought  of  being  the  first  to 
discover  this  wonder  in  the  heavens.  They  took  for 
granted  it  must  be  an  omen  of  something  exlraordiiiary 
that  was  come  to  pass.  For  in  those  days  astronomers 
pretended  to  a  fEuacifal  superstitious  science,  of  fore- 
telling great  events  from  the  aspect  of  the  heavenly 
bodies. 

'2nd  POINT.  The  Prophecies.— The  wise  men  d 
Sheba,  in  conmion  with  all  other  x)eoples  and  nations, 
had  learnt  from  the  Hebrew  prophecies  to  expect  the 
coming  of  the  Messiah.  David  in  the  spirit  had  said, 
"  The  kings  of  Tarshish  and  of  the  isles  shall  bring 
presents :  the  kings  of  Sheba  and  Seba  shall  offer  gifts. 
Yea,  all  kings  shall  fall  down  before  Him,  all  nations 
shall  serve  Him  **  (Pm.  Ixxii.  10—11).  Again,  Isaiskh  had  j 
declared,  "  The  Redeemer  shall  come  to  Zion  ...  and  { 
the  Gentiles  shall  come  to  His  hght,  and  kings  to  the  e 
brightness  of  His  rising  ...  all  they  from  Sheba  shall 
come :  they  shall  bring  gold  and  incense ;  and  they 
shall  show  forth  the  praises  of  the  Lord  "  (Isa.  lix.  20, 
Ix.  3,  6).  The  magi  thought  these  prophecies  pointed 
to  themselves;  the  star  seemed  to  say.  Rise  up,  ye 
princes  of  Sheba,  and  go  to  Mount  Zion  in  Jerusalem, 
and  ye  shall  find  the  promised  Redeemer. 

Srd  P  01  NT.  Their  Faith.- The  Almighty,  who  had 
sent  the  blazing  star  as  the  messenger  of  the  Messiahi 
kindled  the  hearts  of  the  magi  with  hopeful  expectation. 
Faith  glowed  within  their  heathen  hearts.  "  God  is 
no  respecter  of  persons :  but  in  every  nation  he  that 
faareth  Him,  and  worketh  righteousness,  is  accepted 
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b  Him  "  (Acts  x.  35,  36).  This  star,  the  joy  of  the 
ihian  Magi,  was  the  harbinger  of  Gospel  truth — to 
oe  brighter  and  brighter  till  the  noon-tide  day,  when 
the  faithful  shall  be  gathered  together  into  the 
ien  city.  There  the  saints  redeemed  have  no  need 
he  sun  nor  of  the  moon  to  shine  in  it :  for  the  glory 
jiod  lightens  it,  "  and  the  Lamb  is  the  light  thereof" 
V.  xxi.  20).  The  star  was  but  the  first  glimmer  of 
se  rich  promises :  but  one  bright  beam  of  light  from 
eternal  presence  is  sufficient  to  illumine  a  world. 

)  merciful  Lord  Almighty !  who  reigneth  in  glory ; 
>elieve  that  Thou  lovest  to  dw^U  with  humble  con- 
jd  spirits.  Ah  me!  that  my  heart  is  proud  and 
pd  to  melt !  I  would  it  were  more  worthy  of  Thy 
e.  This  must  be  the  gift  of  Thy  gracious  Spirit.  I 
mot  of  my  own  strength  turn  to  holiness,  but  I 
mbly  and  steadfastly  purpose  to  lead  a  new  life, 
iding  in  the  faith  of  Thy  promises.  Grant  me,  0 
rd.  Thy  guiding  light,  that  I  may  understand  Thy 
r,  and  know  the  loveliness  of  my  Kedeemer.  Then 
ill  I  Uve  in  the  green  pastures  of  His  flock,  beside 
3  still  waters  of  comfort— never  more  to  stray  from 
s  fold.  Grant  this,  0  heavenly  Father,  for  His  sake. 
nen. 


■»t 


%^ixtx  a^eaftatiom 


Tketr  Joubney. 

ht  POINT,  Through  the  Desert.— The  camel  has 
Jen  called  the  "  ship  of  the  desert."  The  Provi- 
ause  of  the  Almighty  for  the  wants  of  His  creatures 
manifest  in  all  His  works.  He  gives  to  the  patient 
unel  inmiense  strength^  and  power  beyond  all  animaAE 
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to  endure  the  want  of  water,  that  he  may  be  the  camsr 
of  merchandize  through  the  sandy  wilderness,  wb€ro 
no  water  is.  The  Magi,  fall  of  expectation,  quickly 
prepared  for  their  journey  to  Jerusalem.  Gk)ld  ani 
precious  spices,  as  an  dffering  of  their  richest  treasuveB 
for  the  new-bom  King,  were  packed  "  upon  the  huncheB 
of  camels."  They  set  forth  with  their  attendants;  they 
cross  the  pathless  desert 

2nd  POINT,  By  Night.— They  were  directed  in 
their  course  by  the  leading  of  the  star.  As  the  JOsia^ 
ites  travelled  through  the  wilderness  to  the  Pro- 
mised Land  under  the  guidance  of  the  Almighty,  so 
these  faithful  Gentiles  sought  the  higher  promise  of  a 
Saviour  under  the  same  Divine  protection.  The  star 
was  to  them  as  a  guide,  like  the  piUar  of  fire  behind 
the  children  of  Israel — in  both  cases  a  protection 
suited  to  the  occasion — both  miraculous.  Whether 
they  travel,  or  whether  they  halt  to  encamp  and  rest 
their  beasts  of  burthen,  the  blazing  star  is  their  lamp 
of  the  night,  their  hope,  their  joy. 

3rd  POINT  Watching  the  Star.— Imagine  these 
astronomers,  sitting  at  the  door  of  their  tents,  watching 
the  heavenly  appearance,  as  sometimes  we  love  to  con- 
template the  pale  round  moon,  in  the  silence  of  the 
night,  wondering  at  the  grandeur  of  the  works  of  God. 
Well  might  they  say  one  to  another.  If  such  is  the 
glorious  messenger  of  the  new-born  King,  what  musfc 
be  the  magnificence  of  his  presence-chamber  ?  Surely 
greater  than  that  of  Solomon,  to  whom  in  ancient  times 
the  Queen  of  Sheba  brought  her  offerings  "  of  gold, 
and  of  spices  a  very  great  store,  and  precious  stones** 
(  1  Kings  x.  10). 

Sraea:. 

0  Lord  Jesus  Christ !  who  didst  create  the  lights  in 
the  firmament  of  heaven,  to  divide  the  day  from  the 
njghtj  Thou  art  the  morning  star  of  Thy  redeemed 
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cL  O  shine  upon  our  hearts,  gracious  Lord,  that 
may  be  kindled  to  fiEuth  and  love  of  Thee;  that 
dng  Thee  ever  before  us,  as  the  Way,  the  Truth, 
the  Life,  we  may  safely  pass  through  the  tempta- 
(  that  so  easily  entangle  us.  Lead  us  by  the  light 
by  truth  to  the  foot  of  Thy  cross ;  that  resting  all 
lope  on  the  precious  merits  of  Thy  atoning  sacrifice 
dnners,  we  may  dwell  xmder  the  shadow  of  Thy 
pa  in  peace,  looking  unto  Thee  as  the  Saviour  of 
world.  AU  praise  and  thanksgiving,  aU  love,  all 
f  be  unto  Thy  name  for  ever.    Amen. 


ipourtj  a^eaftatfon. 


Jerusalem. 

t  POINT.  The  Jews  Unprepared. — Thus  urged 
ard  by  a  holy  zeal,  the  Magi  pass  through  the 
rt,  come  to  the  borders  of  the  Holy  Iiand,  cross 
river  Jordan,  and  find  themselves  on  the  top  of  the 
nt  of  OUves.  Behold !  Jerusalem  stands  out  before 
1,  surrounded  by  its  lofty  walls  and  towers.  On 
nt  Moriah  the  &r-famed  Temple  gleams  with  its 
en  pinnacles.  Very  differently  from  the  wise  men 
)  the  minds  of  the  Jewish  people  occupied.  Though 
n&nt  Christ  had  been  presented  in  the  Temple,  and 
xm,  the  priest,  and  Anna,  the  prophetess,  had  re- 
liz^  Him  as  the  Eedeemer  of  Israel,  the  rulers  and 
people  were  unprepared  now  to  hear  that  He  was 
L  They  were  ,  proud  and  unbelieving ;  too  much 
ipied  with  the  present  to  regard  the  things  of  the 
ire. 

nd  POINT.  The  Surprise  of  the  Jews.— The^ 
stem  sages  pass  through  the  gates,  and  along  the 
«te,  inguinz^  '^  Where  is  He  that  is  bom  King  oi 
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the  Jews  ?  for  we  have  seen  His  star  in  the  east, 
are  come  to  worship  Him."  A  strange  question  th 
ask  in  Jerusalem,  where  Herod  had  reigned  as 
fDr  six-and-thirty  years!  The  news  spread  qui 
throngh  the  city,  that  a  caTalcade  of  princes 
arrived,  with  their  camels  and  attendants,  deda 
that  a  new  King  was  bom.    All  were  amazed. 

'Srd  POINT,  The  People  Eejoiced, ' but  Feare 
The  Jews  had  long  been  oppressed  by  Herod, 
Mend  of  the  Boman  Emperor.  He  held  them  ii 
iron  bondage,  despising  their  laws,  profaning  1 
Temple,  putting  down  and  setting  up  the  High  Pr 
at  his  own  will.  The  thought  of  any  change 
joyful  to  them,  giving  hope  of  freedom.  They  ren 
bered  the  greatness  of  David,  the  conqueror  of 
Gentile  nations;  they  called  to  mind  the  wisdor 
Solomon,  the  builder  of  their  first  glorious  Ten 
But  knowing  by  sad  experience  the  cruel  tei 
of  flerod,  they  feared  lest  any  dispute  should  i 
to  bring  down  upon  themselves  the  fury  of  the 
tyrant,  now  seventy  years  of  age,  and  more  jea 
than  ever  of  his  authority.  Thus  "  all  Jerusalem 
troubled." 

0  Lord,  Heavenly  Father !  Thou  hast  taught  ui 
Thy  Holy  Word  that  the  natural  heart  of  man  is  1 
and  unbelieving,  until  enlightened  by  Divine  gr 
and  this  I  know  to  my  own  cost.  Hear  my  hui 
prayer,  and  make  me  Thine  own  child,  to  love 
serve  Thee  in  all  holiness  of  living— to  my  own  ( 
fort,  and  Thy  eternal  praise,  who  didst  give  Thy  ^ 
beloved  Son  to  save  sinners.  Grant  that  hencefoi 
may  dwell  in  Thy  love,  as  one  of  His  redeemed.   Ai 
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Hebod. 

ist  POINT,  An  Unbelieving  Jew.— King  Herod 
8  an  Idomean  Jew,  but  an  unbeliever;  in  heart 
»re  a  heathen  than  an  Israelite.  He  built  heathen 
aples,  and  amphitheatres  for  Eoman  games  that 
re  not  permitted  by  the  Jewish  law.  Though  ho 
cl  rebuilt  and  adorned  the  Temple  of  Solomon,  it  was 
dier  to  make  the  capital  of  his  dominions  magnifi- 
it,  than  from  any  desire  to  promote  the  glory  of  the 
mighiy. 

2nd  POINT,  Proud  and  Cruel.— The  splendour  of 
i  ooort,  his  vast  wealth,  his  grandeur  in  building 
jes  and  temples,  gained  for  him  in  the  Gentile  world 
B  title  of  "  Herod  the  Qreat."  But  he  was  infitmous 
r  his  vices;  a  haughty  cruel  tyrant;  the  most  sus- 
cious  of  men.  No  wonder  that  he  should  be  troubled 
tien  word  was  brought  to  him  that  princely  strangers 
d  arrived,  inquiring  for  a  new-bom  King  of  the 
iws.  He  knew  from  the  prophets  that  the  Messiah 
as  expected  at  this  precise  time;  and  though  he 
ured  not  God,  nor  regarded  man,  his  superstitious 
»rt  trembled  at  a  miraculous  sign  in  the  heavens, 
e  sent  instantly  for  the  priests  and  rulers,  to  inquire 
hat  place  the  prophets  had  pointed  out  where  Christ 
lould  be  bom.  They  told  him  of  the  prophecy  of 
[icah,  who  had  plainly  declared  that  He  would  come 
at  of  Bethlehem,  the  city  of  David. 

8rd  POINT.  He  set  himself  against  God.— The 
Tiant,  hearing  this,  at  once  determined  upon  his 
neasnres.  He  cared  not  for  the  prophets;  the  pos- 
«88ion  of  his  throne  was  dearer  to  him  than  the  Word 
trf  God.    He  resolved  to  put  the  Child  to  death.    He 
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commanded  the  wise  men  to  come  before  him;  doBeiy 
examined  them  as  to  the  star — ^what  time  it  had  ap- 
peared— ^that  he  might  judge  of  His  age;  then  sent 
them  on  to  Bethlehem^  sayings  ''Go  and  search  dili- 
gently for  the  yoimg  Child,  and  when  ye  ha^e  found 
Him,  bring  me  word  again,  that  I  may  oome  and 
worship  Him  also."  Not  that  he  intended  to  worship 
Him.  It  was  a  craffcy  &lse  device  to  find  out  where  the 
Diyine  In&nt  was,  that  he  might  destroy  Him. 

0 !  Almighty  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lards,  hare 
mercy  on  Thy  sinfol  hnman  creatures,  though  we  rebel 
against  Thy  holy  will.  Bring  us  out  from  heathen 
darkness,  to  be  enlightened  by  the  beams  of  heayenly 
truth.  Turn  the  hearts  of  kings  and  princes  to  gkxiQr 
Thy  name  in  sight  of  all  their  people.  Do  Thou,  0 
Lord,  engrave  the  promises  of  Thy  Gospel  on  the  taUet 
of  our  memories ;  so  shall  -the  image  of  Christ  our 
Saviour  never  be  effaced ;  and  when  we  come  to  die, 
0  let  that  image  be  our  comfort  and  immovaUe 
assurance.  Then  will  we  call  to  mind  His  bleeding 
brow,  His  pierced  hands  and  feet,  that  poured  ferfii 
the  streams  of  His  redeeming  love,  to  wash  our  sinB 
away.  0  teach  us  now,  whilst  we  are  spared,  to  follow 
Him  whithersoever  He  leadeth,  for  Thy  mercy's  sake. 
Amen, 

^ixt^  a^eti(tatfoit. 

The  Oppbhings  op  the  Wise  Men. 

Ist  P  01  NT,  Gold.— When  the  Magi  had  "  heard  iha 
king,  they  departed;  and  lo!  the  star  which  th^  saw 
in  the  east,  went  before  them,  till  it  came  and  stood 
over  where  the  young  Child  was."  It  points  to  a  lowly 
shed,  where  He  lies  in  poverty:  but  it  is  "He  wha 
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belleih  tiie^aiiimber  of  the  stars,  and  calleth  them  all 
bj  their  nameB."  The  strangers  entered  in,  and  found 
the  Bftbe,  and  His  mother,  and  Joseph ;  "  and  they  fell 
down  and 'worshipped  Him.  And  when  they  had  opened 
their  treasures,  they  presented  unto  ,Him  gifts,  gold, 
finnkincense,  and  myrrh."  These  gifts  have  a  spiritual 
meaning.  They  tell  us  what  are  at  all  times  accept- 
aUe  offerings  to  the  Saviour.  Grold  represents  a  royal 
tribute  due  to  Him  as  our  liege  Lord ;  and  hence  we 
also  learn  that  gifts  of  charity  are  gifts  to  Himself.  He 
oonmiitB  to  our  care  His  destitute  poor.  He  says,  "  In- 
asmuch as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of  the  least  of 
tiiese  my  brethren,  ye  have  done  it  unto  Me/*  Pour 
oat  then,  pour  out,  whilst  you  may,  rich  offerings  into 
tiie  treasury  of  His  church,  to  the  glory  of  His  great 
name;  and  you  shall  find  them  laid  up  in  His  ever- 
lasting mansions,  increased  to  a  thousand-fold,  when 
aU  other  riches  £Edl. 

2nd  POINT.  Erankincensa — This  is  a  costly  per- 
fome,  extracted  from  trees  of  Seba,  in  Arabia,  the 
country  of  the  wise  men.  It  was  the  incense  offered 
to  God  in  the  Temple  at  Jerusalem,  and  therefore  was 
a  proper  offering  to  Jesus,  as  Grod.  It  is  a  symbol  of 
prayer  and  praise,  the  sweet-smelling  incense  of  faith 
and  love.  These  wiU  never  cease  to  be  offered  to  Him, 
either  in  earth  or  in  heaven.  The  delight  of  the 
cherubim  and  seraphim,  and  aU  the  hosts  of  angels 
and  saints,  is  to  worship  and  glorify  the  universal 
God  in  the  ever^blessed  Trinity.  St.  John,  in  the 
visions  of  the  Eevdation,  beheld  the  angd  who  "  came 
and  stood  at  the  altar,  having  a  golden  censer;  and 
there  was  given  xmto  hiTn  much  incense,  that  he  should 
offier  it  with  the  prayers  of  all  saints,  upon  the  golden 
altar  which  was  before  the  throne.  And  the  smoke  of 
the  incense,  which  came  with  the  prayers  of  the  saints, 
ascended  up  before  Gk)d  out  of  the  angel's  hand" 
{£ev.  viii  3,  4).    It  ia  the  glorious  privilege  oi  \>^- 


104  The  Devout  ChrisHaiCa  Help 

lieyers  on  earth  to  join  those  comxMimonB  in  heaTea 
in  offering  the  sweet-smelling  frankincense  of  prayer 
unto  the  Lamb^  onr  dear  Bedeemer^  whose  ear  is  open 
to  the  faintest  breathings  of  onr  penitent  souls. 

Srd  POINT,  Myrrh. — Myrrh  is  a  fragrant  gam, 
very  bitter^  that  oozes  out  like  dropping  tears  from 
an  Arabian  tree.  It  is  nsed  in  eastern  conntries  to 
embalm  dead  bodies^  to  preserve  them  from  corraptksL 
This  offering;  therefore,  was  a  fit  emblem  of  the  eac- 
rowful  death  of  Jesus.  The  Jews  offered  Him  wine 
mingled  with  myrrh,  to  deaden'  His  sense  '.of  soffenngB 
on  the  cross,  but  He  would  not  take  it.  When  He  was 
laid  in  the  tomb,  Nicodemus  brought  a  mixture  of 
myrrh  and  aloes,  about  a  hundredweight,  to  embalm 
His  sacred  body.  The  Arabian  Magi  may  have  had  so 
thought  that  He  whom  they  worshipped  was  to  die  f» 
them,  and  for  all  mankind ;  but  God  guided  them  in 
the  choice  of  their  offerings  to  reveal  the  truth  in  tho 
symbol.  The  drops  of  bitter  myrrh  had  a  fortiwr  - 
spiritual  meaning,  well  worthy  of  attention ;  they  le* 
present  the  tears  of  penitence,  which  we  shed  befise 
God  for  our  sins.  These  are  acceptable  to  the  loving 
Saviour,  who  pities  the  contrite  of  heart;  as  witneflB 
those  words  of  comfort  to  the  penitent  woman  i^ 
washed  His  feet  with  her  tears :  "  Thy  sins  are  fis^ 
given ;  thy  fiedth  hath  saved  thee;  go  in  peace." 

0  Lord  Jesus,  my  Saviour!  I  humbly  bow  b^»W 
Thy  throne,  desiring  to  present  unto  Thee  an  accepts!^ 
offering.  But  Thou  knowest  that  I  have  nothing  worthy 
to  bring;  only  a  heart  that  is  cold,  affections  clinging 
to  the  earth,  love  wavering  and  changeable,  a  poor 
weak  faith.  I  can  but  bring  to  Thee  myself,  such  as 
I  am;  and  casting  all  before  Thee,  all  my  hopes  and 
fears,  my  prayers,  my  sorrows,  beseech  Thee  to  make 
them  acceptable  to  Thyself,  as  the  incense  of  a  peBitent 
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bL  As  Thou  didst  receive  the  offerings  of  the 
entfles^  0  turn  not  away  from  Thy  servant,  baptized 
Thy  name,  signed  with  the  sign  of  Thy  cross.  Visit 
e  with  Thy  fovonr,  that  I  may  be  refre^ed,  strength- 
led,  inflamed  to  love  Thee  oidy;  till,  by  the  power  of 
liy  grace,  I  may  be  more  worthy  to  come  to  Thy  holy 
tar ;  and  there  receiving  Thyself,  may  know  that  my 
srifioe  of  faith  and  thanksgiving  is  made  acceptable 
fore  the  throne.    Amen, 


^eteittfi  ^ztxitation. 


The  Bbtusn  of  the  Wise  Men  to  their  own 

COXJNTBY. 

l8t  POINT.  Their  Obedience  to  God.— The  three 
rabian  princes  made  their  offerings  to  the  Saviour  in 
ith—more  acceptable  to  Him  than  their  gold,  frank- 
loense,  and  myrrh.  It  is  a  joyful  thing  to  bow  before 
le  Lamb :  it  is  a  foretaste  on  earth  of  the  love  of  saints 
I  the  light  of  heaven,  who  cast  down  their  golden 
towns  before  His  throne,  and  worship  Him,  saying, 
Worthy  art  Thou,  0  Lord,  to  receive  glory,  and 
onoxup,  and  praise."  So  let  every  one  of  us  prostrate 
QTselves,  with  all  the  powers  and.  affections  of  our 
earts,  and  pour  them  out  in  adoring  love.  Li  this 
16  wise  men  set  us  an  example ;  and  not  less  in  holy 
bedienoe  to  the  Word  of  Gkxl.  For,  having  been 
'uned  in  a  dream  not  to  return  to  the  court  of 
ferod,  and  tell  him  they  had  found  the  Holy  Child, 
b^  returned  into  their  own  country  by  another  way, 
Q  defiance  of  the  orders  of  the  tyrant 

^  POINT.  Their  Joy,  their  Faith.— Faith  and  joy 
(^  go  hand  in  hand.  There  is  not  on  earth  a  sweeter 
OQsolation  to  the  hearts  of  sinful  men  than  the  assured 
relief  that  the  Son  of  Grod  condescended  to  take  the 
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human  form  and  nature,  to  reconcile  them  to  His 
heayenly  Father.  Judge  then  what  must  have  been 
the  feelings  of  delight  that  cheered  the  homewaid 
journey  of  the  three  wise  men.  If  the  blazing  stu 
had  been  their  hope,  night  by  night,  as  they  travelled 
to  Jerusalem,  now  all  was  realized.  The  propheciaB 
were  fcdfilled :  they  had  seen  the  infEUit  King  of  the  true 
Israel  fs^ce  to  face.  And  oh!  what  a  sig^t  that  was  I 
Who  would  not  give  all  his  dearest  possessions  of  the 
earth  for  one  short  radiant  smile  from  those  DiTinD 
hps  ?  They  had  the  reward  of  their  feith :  we  are  toll 
that  "they  rejoiced  with  exceeding  great  joy."  All 
remembrance  of  the  fatigue  and  dangers  of  the  desert 
were  forgotten.  They  thought  only  of  the  joy  and 
wonder  of  their  countrymen,  when  they  should  spread 
the  news  abroad  that  the  Messiah  was  come.  Qaask 
and  pleasant  is  the  journey  of  those  who  bring  a  messagB 
of  peace. 

Srd  POINT.    They  carried  Glad  Tidings   to  iiie 
Gentiles. — ^It  is  delightful  to  hear  tell,  from  the  hps 
of  eastern  missionaries,  of  the  joy  of  the  poor  Hindoos 
when  they  are  told  that  the  Universal  Sovereign  of  the 
world  is  a  loving  Father — not  an  avenging  destroyeZi 
like  their  heathen  god  Siva.    They  gather  themselves 
together  in  crowds  before  the  Uttle  chai)el  of  the  mis- 
sionary;  and   when  they  learn  the  wonders  of  re- 
deeming love,  the  whole  tenour  of  their  life  is  changed. 
A  new  light  of  comfort  beams  on  their  dark  and  gloomy 
minds.    They  bring  their  children  to  be  baptized,  to 
be  signed  witii  the  sign  of  the  cross,  to  be  made  children 
of  the  God  of  Love.    Hence  we  may  form  some  idea  of 
the  sensation  created  by  the  return  of  the  wise  mea, 
telling  their  countrymen  that  they  had  seen  the  eXr 
pected  Redeemer,  the  "Desii'e  of  the  nations."    The 
glad  tidings  would  spread  far  and  wide;  they  would, 
have  to  repeat  over  and  over  again  all  they  had  seen 
and  done,  as  fresh  groups  of  listeners  collected  round. 
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ere  they  blessed  as  the  first  preachers  of  Jesus 
he  Lord.  "  How  beautiful  upon  the  mountams 
feet  of  him  that  bringeth  good  tidings ;  that 
)th  -peace;  that  bringeth  good  tidings  of  good; 
Dlisheth  sjdvation"  (Isa,  lii.  7). 

be  to  Thee,  0  Almighty  Lord !  who  hast  re- 
Thyself  to  mankind  as  a  Heayenly  Father  in 
Jesus  the  Saviour.  Lispire  me  with  faith  in 
rd,  zeal  for  Thy  glory,  a  holy  obedience  to  Thy 
it  I  may  join  in  the  songs  and  praises  of  all 

people  rejoicing  in  Thy  promises.  Teach  me 
irstand  that  the  star  of ,  the  wise  men  was  a 
3f  the  Gospel  of  Thy  dear  Son,  and  like  them 
it  forward  on  my  journey  to  the  heavenly  Zion. 
'  Spirit!  be  Thou  my  guide  and  protection 
I  the  wilderness  of  the  world,  that  all  my  life 
follow  whithersoever  Thou  pointest  the  way; 
last  I  find  the  Saviour,  and  offer  before  Him 

-poor  gifts  of  love,  and  fiedth,  and  adoration, 
olightened  by  Thy  light,  strengthened  by  Thy 
1,  sanctified  by  Thy  holy  inspiration,  I  may  be 
those  to  whom  the  Gk)spel  brings  glad  tidings  of 
n.    Amen, 
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For  the  Sunday  of  the  First  Week  after  the  Epiphamf. 


The  Flight  isto  Egypt. 

l8t  POINT,  The  Holy  Family  pass  through  the 
Wilderness. — Bethlehem  was  no  longer  a  place  of  safisl^ 
for  the  new-bom  Christ.  The  tyrant  Herod^  who  hid 
cruelly  put  to  death  his  own  wife  and  children,  would 
never  rest  till  he  had  found  the  Infant, — said  to  he  th0 
"  Xing  of  the  Jews."  The  angel  of  the  Lord  revealed 
to  Joseph  in  a  dream  that  danger  threatened  Him. 
"Arise  [he  said],  and  take  the  young  child,  and  Hii 
mother,  and  flee  into  Egypt ;  and  be  thou  there  mital 
I  bring  thee  word;  for  Herod  will  seek  the  young  child 
to  destroy  Him.'*  Joseph  at  once  obeys ;  he  rises  up; 
by  the  pale  light  of  the  moon  he  hurries  through  the 
silent  streets  of  Bethlehem.  Passing  along  the  hillfl^ 
where  lately  the  vision  of  angels  had  appeared  to  the 
shepherds,  the  Holy  Family  find  themselves  in  the  c^ 
country  without  a  guide.  Egypt  is  a  fEur-distant  Ifuid, 
across  the  desert :  and  how  could  the  poor  carpenter  of 
Nazareth  know  the  way  ?  But  firm  in  faith  he  goes 
forth,  trusting  to  the  words  of  the  angel.  The  Holy 
Child  is  carried  in  His  Mother's  arms,  riding  on  an  asB, 
Joseph  leading  the  way.  Lonely  and  desolate  are  the 
paths  of  tha  wilderness ;  but  the  presence  of  the  Well- 
beloved  could  make  "  the  desert  to  blossom  as  a  rose," 
open  fountains  of  cool  waters  in  the  burning  sandfl, 
bring  honey  out  of  the  stony  rock.  It  was  He  who  pro- 
vided manna  during  forty  years,  day  by  day,  for  Bib 
people  of  Israel ;  and  shall  He  not  find  at  every  stage 
of  His  journey  a  safe  resting-place  beneath  the  shade  of 
the  palm-trees  ? 

2nd  POINT,    Massacre  of  the  Innocents.— Mean- 
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ebOe,  Bethlehem^  Bama,  and  other  places  near,  were 
Hied  with  anguish  and  terror.  Herod  had  waited 
mpatiently  for  the  return  of  the  wise  men ;  and  when 
16  fonnd  that  they  had  gone  back  to  their  own  country 
mother  way,  he  "was  exceeding  wroth;  and  sent 
brth,  and  slew  all  the  children  from  two  years  old  and 
mder."  Then  was  fulfilled  Jeremiah's  prophecy  of 
'  lamentation  and  weeping,  and  great  mourning ; 
^hael  weeping  for  her  children,  and  would  not  be 
»mforted,  because  they  are  not."  Then  were  heard 
listracted  mothers  bewailing  their  little  ones,  torn  from 
:heir  arms  by  Herod's  ruthless  soldiers,  and  murdered 
oefore  their  eyes.  The  tyrant  hoped  by  this  general 
oiassacre  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  the  Divine  Infant's 
scape.  Bat  "Grod  disappointeth  the  devices  of  the 
crafty."  The  intended  victim  was  already  delivered 
"  as  a  bird  from  the  snare  of  the  fowler ;"  the  lamb  had 
BBcai)ed  the  fiEUigs  of  the  wolf.  This  was  only  the 
beginning  of  persecutions ;  the  time  was  not  yet  come 
when  the  Son  of  Grod  would  freely  lay  down  His  life,  as 
a  sacrifice  on  the  Cross :  till  then  no  powers  of  earth  or 
hell  could  prevail  against  Him. 

Zrd  POINT     The   Betum  to  Nazareth.— Within 

twelve  months  from  the  massacre  of  the  umocents,  the 

wicked  Herod  died  a  miserable  death.    Again  the  angel 

of  the  Lord  appeared  to  Joseph  in  Egypt,  saying, 

"Arise,  and  take  the  young  child  and  His  mother ;  and 

go  into  the  land  of  Israel ;  for  they  are  dead  which 

Bought  the  young  child's  life."    Joseph  therefore  arose, 

and  returned;  but  finding  that  Archelaus,  the  cruel 

wn  of  Herod,  reigned  in  his  stead,  he  feared  to  go  back 

to  Bethlehem :  therefore,  turning  aside  into  the  coasts 

of  Galilee,  they  came  again  to  Nazareth.    As  the  dove 

flew  joyfally  to  the  ark  from  the  waters  of  the  deluge, 

vith  an  olive  leaf  in  her  mouth,  so  Mary  hastened  from 

%pt  to  her  beloved  home,  in  the  Holy  Land,  bearing 

in  her  arms  the  olive  branch  of  the  world.    The  little 
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£uiiily  circle,  her  parents  and  consins,  give  her  glad 
welcome.  None  had  been  able  to  tell  what  was  become 
of  the  Holy  Family ;  for  they  had  fled  secretly  to  Egypt 
Now  being  united  together  again  they  were  happy;— 
above  all  rejoicing  oyer  the  infiemt  Jesns,  so  lovely  to  i 
behold,  like  an  angel  in  beauty  and  intelligence,  or 
rather  some  yet  more  heavenly  grace,  which  even  noir 
is  dimly  perceived,  though  not  understood. 


Eraser. 

0  my  Saviour,  who  didst  lead  a  suffering  life  on  ear&, 
from  the  cradle  to  the  Cross,  for  the  sake  of  lost  sinners, 
teach  me  to  love  Thee  with  aU  the  powers  and  aflfec- 
tions  of  my  souL  As  holy  angels  watched  over  Thy 
journey  in  the  desert,  so  do  Thou  in  mercy  keep  me 
under  Thy  protecting  wings.  Feed  me  witti  the  spi- 
ritual manna  of  Thy  sacred  Body ;  give  me  drink  of  the 
waters  of  life  that  flowed  from  the  Bock  of  my  safety,— 
even  Thy  most  precious  Blood ;  so  shall  I  rejoice  in  tiw 
offering  of  Thy  blessed  sacrifice  before  the  altar  of  God. 
Only  they  who  believe  in  Thee  find  rest  in  the  weary 
ways  of  life,  comfort  in  affliction,  joyful  hope  amidst  the 
fearfal  consciousness  of  sin.  When  I  meditate  on  Thy 
sorrows  here  on  my  behalf,  may  I  be  humble  as  Thou 
wast  meek,  tender-hearted  as  Thou  wast  compassionate, 
and  charitable  to  all  for  whom  Thou  didst  endure  the 
pains  of  the  Crqss.    Amen, 


^econti  Sl^etittatfom 

For  the  Monday  of  the  First  Week  after  the  Epiphany, 


The  Messiah's  Youthful  Life  at  Nazabeth. 

Ist  POINT.    The  Hidden  Divinily  of  our  Lord.- 
The  mystery  of  the  Godhead  in  Christ  Jesus  was  not 
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r  levealed  unto  any  one  on  earth  till  after  His  resnr- 
ion  from  the. grave,  unless  it  were  to  her  who  bore 
I  in  her  womb,  and  nursed  Him  at  her  breast.  The 
^  mother,  supremely  blessed  as  the  handmaid  of 
Lord,  and  pressing  Him  to  her  bosom  as  a  son, 
yelled  and  pondered  all  she  saw  or  heard.  Joseph, 
le  watched  over  the  Holy  Child  with  reverence, 
ling  Him  out  among  the  hills,  helping  Him  to 
ler  flowers  for  His  mother,  and  telling  Hin)  their 
les,  yet  discerned  not  that  it  was  He  Who  gave  to 
rose  its  fragrance,  to  the  violets  their  hue. 

nd  POINT,  The  Dignity  of  His  Person.— Yet 
dl  there  was  manifested  in  the  sacred  Humanity  of 
ist  a  grace,  and  beauty,  and  divine  intelligence  above 
sons  of  men, — "  the  chiefest  among  ten  thousand.' 
m  year  to  year  He  ''  increased  in  wisdom  and  in 
.ure,  and  in  flavour  with  God  and  man.*'  The 
nen  at  the  fountain  of  Nazareth,  as  He  chanced  to 
B  along,  would  stand  and  gaze  with  admiration,  for- 
mal of  their  water  jugs,  talking  again  and  again  of 
wonderful  birth,  the  message  of  the  angels,  and  the 
dng  star.  Who  would  He  prove  to  be  ?  was  the 
stant  desire  of  all  hearts  to  know.  Thus  He  grew 
the  object  of  universal  interest  and  delight  to  His 
sfolk  and  brethren.  His  presence  shed  a  beam  of 
yahine  wherever  He  wandered  through  the  vales  of 
zareth,  or  condescended  to  converse  with  the  simple 
pherds  on  the  hills,  and  the  rough  fishermen  of  the 
ghbouring  lake  of  Gennesareth.  As  He  grew  in 
tare  and  beauty  of  person.  He  increased  also  in  the 
iTenly  indwelling  wisdom  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Tho 
rinity  within  Him,  being  infinite  and  eternal,  could 
iiher  grow  nor  change ;  but  constantly  imparted  to 
8  hmnan  nature  the  perfections  and  virtues  exactly 
ited  to  every  period  of  His  life  from  infancy  to  man- 
od. 

3ri  P  OINT.  The  Subjection  of  Messiah  to  Mary  and 
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Joseph. — Behold,  He  who  could  claiin  a  Divme 
reignty  over  kings  and  princes,  angela  and  sera; 
pays  obedience  in  all  things  to  the  laws  ordaii 
man.  "Honour  thy  £ather  and  thy  mother" 
first  commandment  with  promise.  Jesus  sabmitt 
self  in  deference  to  His  earthly  parents, — ^not  to 
alone,  but  to  Joseph,  the  poor  carpenter,  who  wa 
His  guardian.  In  this  He  followed  the  dictates  • 
heavenly  nature.  Free  love  stands  not  on  nice  d 
tions ;  but  watches  opportunities  to  show  itself  i 
cious  acts  to  aU  within  its  reach, — reverence  t 
affection  to  another,  pity  to  those  in  need  of  it,  ( 
scension  to  all,  finding  its  own  constant  happii 
giving  pleasure  and  showing  due  respect  to  ( 
From  those  retired  scenes  at  Nazareth,  till  tfa 
awful  day  on  Calvary,  every  act  and  word  of  om 
breathed  of  reverence  and  love. 

0  most  gracious  Saviour,  we  can  find  no  wo 
glorify  Thy  condescension  and  goodness.  He! 
poor  endeavours  to  love  Thee,  even  as  the  angek 
Breathe  into  us  Thine  own  gentle  spirit,  that  i 
daily  life  we  may  constantly  strive  to  imitate  Th 
fections.  May  the  contemplation  of  Thy  divine  ex 
inspire  us  with  a  holy,  steadfast  desire  to  be  mpe 
condescending,  obedient  to  those  who  are  set  ov 
respectful  to  our  superiors,  gracious  to  all.  Exc( 
become  as  little  children,  we  cannot  enter  the  kii 
of  heaven.  May  this  temper  be  the  gift  of  Thj 
Spirit,  that  we  may  lead  a  life  of  humility,  and 
and  more  comprehend  the  depth  of  Thine  own  '^ 
"  Blessed  are  the  meek."    Amen. 
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Tuesday  of  the  First  Week  after  the  Epiphavy, 


Youthful  Jesus  attends  the  Feast  op 
THE  Passover. 

INT,  The  Passover. — Twelve  being  the  age 
Tish  youths  were  allowed  to  be  present  at  the 
ivals  in  Jerusalem,  Mary  and  Joseph  took  the 
jssias  to  the  holy  city  for  the  Passover.  Many 
•lends  and  kinsfolk  from  Nazareth,  with  mul- 
om  all  the  cities  of  Galilee,  thronged  the  road, 
sus  came  to  the  Temple,  He  beheld  how  the 
id  rulers  suffered  the  sacred  courts  to  be  pro- 
the  noisy  traffic  of  cattle  dealers  and  money 
buying  and  selling  the  lambs  and  oxen,  sheep 
3,  intended  for  the  sacrifices.  Surely  by-and- 
He  takes  upon  Him  the  authority  of  a  prophet 
ber.  He  will  visit  them  for  this  dishonour  to 
3r  s  house.  Deep  and  solemn  must  have  been 
ghts,  as  He  witnessed  for  the  first  time  the 
:  the  Paschal  lamb, — a  type  of  His  own  suffer- 
dk  fature  passover,  as  the  "Lamb  of  God,'' 
to  take  away  the  sins  of  the  world.  • 

01  NT,  He  is  left  behind  in  Jerusalem. — The 
>eing  ended,  the  multitudes  dispersed  to  their 
omes.  But  the  youthful  Jesus,  prompted  by 
ine  imptdse  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  had  a  purpose 
ig  behind  when  His  parents  went  away.  They, 
?  Him  to  be  among  their  family  connexions  on 
home,  went  two  days'  journey  towards  Naza- 
t  not  finding  Him,  they  became  alarmed,  and 
to  Jerusalem  in  search  of  BUm.  Meanwhile, 
3le  was  restored  to  its  usual  quiet  solemnity : 
stomed  mommg  and  evening  sacrifices  were 

I 
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being  offered ;  the  smoke  of  the  incense  was  rising  up 
from  the  golden  altar;  priests  and  LeTites,  with  their 
attendants,  might  be  seen  moving  about,  and  maiiy 
worshippers  on  their  knees.  Jesns,  the  beantifal 
youth,  attracts  the  notice  of  the  doctors  and  scribes. 
There  is  a  mystery  about  Him  which  none  can  fethom. 
They  converse  with  Him,  question  Him ;  wonder  at  His 
answers,  each  day  more  and  more.  So  young,  and 
yet  so  wise !  Whence  has  He  these  depths*  of  know- 
ledge ? — this  familiar  acquaintance  with  the  law  and  the 
prophets? 

Srd  POINT.  He  is  found  amoD^  the  Doctors  in  the 
Temple. — Thus  surrounded  by  the  learned  Tiabbis, 
hearing  them  and  asking  them  questions,  the  wonderfol 
youth  was  discovered  by  Mary  and  Joseph.  They  were 
amazed.  His  mother  tenderly,  but  somewhat  reproach- 
fully, said  to  Him,  *'  Son,  why  hast  Thou  thus  dealt 
with  us?  Behold,  Thy  father  and  I  have  sought  Thee 
sorrowing."  Mild  and  loving  was  the  reproof;  and  no 
less  gentle  the  reply ;  but  beneath  that  gentleness  was 
an  outbeaming  consciousness  of  authority,  a  depth  of 
mysterious  meaning,  which  rightly  understood  might 
well  have  brought  the  bystanders  to  their  knees ;  for 
He  speaks  of  God  as  His  Father :  "  How  is  it  that  ye 
sought  me  ?  Wist  ye  not  that  I  must  be  about  my 
Father's  business  ?"  His  wondering  parents  understood 
not  His  meaning.  He  returned  home  with  them,  meekly 
submitting  Himself  to  their  authority.  After  this,  He 
remained  at  Nazareth  in  voluntary  seclusion  for  eighteen 
years.  It  was  a  long,  mysterious  interval,  spent  in 
retirement,  contemplation,  and  prayer,  increasing  in 
wisdom  and  stature,  and  in  favour  with  God  and  man. 
Doubtless,  during  this  time  He  often  visited  Betbsaida, 
and  other  fishing  towns  on  the  borders  of  the  lake  of 
Gennesareth.  There  He  would  become  acquainted 
with  Philip  of  Bethsaida,  with  Simon  and  Andrew,  the 
Ashermen ;  but  more  especially  He  would  be  familiar 
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h  John  and  James,  who  were  called  "  brethren  of  the 
rd,"  being  nephews  of  Maiy,  and  therefore  His 
isins.  Little  did  these  simple  men  imagine  that  they 
Lversed  with  the  Great  Messias:  they  regard  Him 
J  as  the  carpenter's  son. 

)  blessed  Jesns,  mighty  Saviour  of  the  world,  yet  so 
ek  and  condescending !  0  Son  of  the  Highest,  yet 
oping  to  the  friendship  of  common  fishermen !  Par- 
a  me,  who  am  so  proud  of  heart,  yet  have  nothing 
t  imperfections.  0  raise  my  soul  to  contemplate  Thy 
rine  example  of  humility,  and  of  willing  subjection  to 
earthly  mother  and  a  poor  carpenter.  Teach  me  to 
d  all  my  joy  in  obedience  to  Thy  law  of  love.  I 
mestly  desire  to  find  my  rest  in  a  life  hidden  in  Thee, 
en  among  all  toils,  distractions,  and  sorrows  of  this 
)rld.    Amen, 


w  the  Wednesday  of  the  First  Wetk  after  the  Epiphany. ' 


John  the  Baptist. 

1st  POINT.  His  Appearance. — Our  Lord  had  con- 
ttued  to  Hve  in  seclusion  at  Nazareth  until  thirty  years 
'  age,  when  the  solemn  voice  of  a  prophet  was  heard 
om  the  banks  of  the  river  Jordan,  calling  upon  the 
3WB  to  repent,  and  be  baptized.  It  is  that  same  John, 
iracnlously  bom  at  Hebron,  great  in  the  sight  of  the 
Old,  filled  with  the  spirit  and  power  of  Elias.  He  had 
wnt  his  life  in  contemplation  and  prayer,  amidst  the 
Ksb  and  ravines  of  the  wilderness  about  the  Dead  Sea, 
othed  in  a  camel's  skin — feeding  on  locusts  and  wild 
3ney.  The  iime  "was  now  at  hand  for  the  Messiah  to 
"^  on  His  public  mission;  and  John  was  to  be  His 
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herald.  Therefore,  the  word  of  Grod  came  to  him  in  the 
wilderness,  bidding  him  go  down  to  the  banks  of  the 
Jordan,  and  announce  his  divine  Master's  approadt 
John  hastened  to  obey  the  conmiand,  and  placed  him- 
self in  the  public  highway  at  Bethabara,  crying  out  to 
the  passers  by,  "  Repent,  for  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is 
at  hand."  Come  all,  and  be  baptized,  that  ye  may  pre- 
pare to  receive  One  mightier  than  I,  Who  shall  establish 
a  higher  and  more  sacred  Baptism  of  the  Holy  Ghost: 
He  Cometh  with  His  winnowing-fan  in  His  hand  to  sift 
the  wheat  from  the  chaff,  the  righteous  from  the , 
wicked :  He  will  gather  into  His  kingdom  a  people  en- 
lightened by  celestial  fire  to  a  knowledge  of  the  true 
God;  but  the  hard  of  heart  and  unbelieving  shall  he 
cast  out. 

2ud  POINT.    The  People  come  to  His  Baptism.- 
StriMng  indeed  must  have  been  the  appearance  of  John, 
clad  in  the  rough  garments  of  the  prophets,  with  the 
loose,  flowing  hair  of  a  Nazarite.    His  burning  words 
kindled  the  souls  of  many  to  become  his  disciples :  the 
people  left  their  daily  employments  to  hear  him  preach,     J 
and  be  baptized  in  this  new  baptism, — mysterious  as  it 
was  to  them.    His  fame  quickly  spread,  and  crowds 
gathered  round  him.    They  are  described  as  a  mixed 
multitude,  publicans,  soldiers,  Pharisees,  and  Saddu- 
cees :  all  had  questions  to  ask ;  all  received  instructioli 
in  righteousness :  he  commands  them  to  bring  forth  tb^ 
fruits  of  repentance— charity  and  justice,  gentlenesB* 
obedience,  and  humility,  as  the  laws  of  the  new  kin^ 
d(3m. 

Srd  POINT.  Our  Lord  is  Baptized  by  John.— Tb^ 
message  of  the  Baptist  travelled  to  all  the  regions  rouu^ 
about :  it  soon  reached  Nazareth.  It  announced  to  oOX 
Lord  in  His  mysterious  retirement,  the  will  of  ^^ 
Father,  seeming  to  say,  "  Thy  servant  waiteth  for  Th^ 
022  the  banks  of  the  Jordan.'*  He  set  forth  to  ^f 
crowded  river  alone,  ■Qiiat\.eii!i<&^,  -vmolysjerved.     It  ^ 


-1 
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the  Well-beloved  of  the  Father,  Who  ,iii  tlic  bcgin- 

:z.(     ning  "divided  the  waters  from  the  waters;"  now  He 

condescends  to  be  baptized  in  the  little  stream  of  the 

Jordan,  as  on  example  to  His  future  Clmrch  in  all 

nations.    No  sooner  did  John  behold  Him,  than  ho 

was  enlightened  by  the  Holy  Ghost  to  know  who  He 

was.  Strange  that  the  Master  shoiQd  seek  the  gift  of 

liBptism  at  the  hands  of  His  servant !    How  is  this  ? 

The  King  humbles  Himself  before  His  messenger !  The 

glonons  Snn  hides  His  brightness  before  the  morning 

star!   John  meekly  said,  "I  have  need  to  be  baptized 

rfThee;  and  comest  Thon  to  me  ?"    But  one  word  in 

that  sweet  thrilling  voice  of  gentle  ccxnmand  sufficed : 

"Suffer  it  to  be  so  now ;  for  thus  it  becometh  us  to  fulfil 

all  righteousness."     John  obeyed  ;  he    poured    the 

water  on  the  sacred  head ;  and  from  that  day  forward 

the  waters  of  aU  rivers,  through  every  valley,  are  ready 

to  be  consecrated  to  the  Sacrament  of  Baptism.    Each 

child  of  Adam  is  signed  by  water  with  the  sign  of  the 

cross,  in  token  of  a  new  birth  into  the  kingdom  of 

heaven,  as  a  child  of  Grod,  through  the  power  of  Christ. 

All  glory,  thanksgiving,  and  love  be  unto  Him. 

We  praise  Thee,  0  Lord  God,  for  the  gift  of  Thy 
Holy  Word,  written  for  our  learning,  wherein  we  read 
the  marvels  of  Thy  wisdom,  power,  and  love  in  Chi'ist 
Jesus  our  Saviour.    Amen, 

We  praise  Thee  for  the  holy  Sacrament  of  Baptism, 
which  is  a  never-dying  pledge  to  Thy  Church  that  all 
who  are  baptized  through  faith  in  Christ  are  received 
into  the  new  covenant  of  mercy.  Grant,  O  Lord,  that 
we  may  never  forfeit  this  high  inheritance  by  our  owti 
grievous  sin ;  give  us  power  and  strength  in  the  Holy 
Ghost  to  have  victory,  and  to  triumph  over  the  devil,  the 
World,  and  the  flesh.  Hallehijah,  Hallelujah,  Hallelujah. 
Amen. 
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ififtft  a^etiitatiom 

F(yr  the  Thursday  of  the  First  Week  after  tJieEpijohany. 


The  Presence  of  the  Holy  Teinity  manifested  at 

THE  BaFIISM  op  ChBIST. 

1st  POINT.  The  Holy  Spirit.— Every  step  in  the 
life  of  oiir  Lord  has  been  surrounded  by  wonders :  and 
now  a  scene  of  glory  is  opened  to  onr  view,  snrpassiDg 
in  mysterious  giandeur  all  that  has  gone  before.  The 
eternal  Holy  Trinity  shines  forth  in  the  splendours  of 
heaven,  doing  honour  to  the  Anointed  of  the  Lord. 
The  first  act  of  Clu*ist  on  being  baptized  was  to  pray: 
and  whilst  He  was  praying,  *'  the  heaven  was  opened, 
and  the  Holy  Ghost  descended  in  a  bodily  shape  like  a 
dove  ....  lighting  upon  Him  ....  and  remaining 
upon  Him."  Thus  the  Divine  Spirit,  proceeding  from 
the  Father  and  the  Son,  the  eternal  Third  Person  oi 
the  Holy  Trinity,  the  blessed  Comforter,  bears  witnes 
to  the  Gk)dhead  of  the  Messiah.  Until  this  day  man- 
kind had  never  so  much  as  heard  whether  there  waf 
any  Holy  Ghost.  It  was  reserved  as  one  of  the  glorioni 
revelations  of  Christ's  gospel.  Until  then  the  kingdon 
of  heaven  was  not  established  on  earth. 

2nd  POINT.  The  Father.—"  And  lo !  a  voice  froir 
heaven,  saying, '  This  is  my  beloved  Son  in  whom  I  an 
well  pleased.' "  "No  man  hath  -seen  God  at  any  time :' 
and  seldom  has  His  voice  been  heard  from  heaven,  ex- 
cept when  He  willed  to  glorify  our  Lord  and  Saviour 
as  now  at  His  Baptism,  again  at  His  Transfiguration  oi 
the  Mount,  and  for  the  third  time,  on  the  last  day  o 
His  public  ministry,  as  He  sat  with  His  disciples  on  th< 
Mount  of  Olives, — each  time  after  He  had  prayed ;  eacl 
time  with  expressions  of  Divine  love.  Unfathomable  i 
the  mutual  love  of  the  undivided  Trinity — Three  Pel 
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sons,  in  glory  equal,  m  majesty  co-etemaJ.  Wonderful 
in  Their  miited  love  to  fallen  man, — expressed  in  Their 
veiy  names,  "Father,"  "Saviour,"  "Comforter."  And 
Their  sevenfold  gifts  are  all  merciful, — comfort,  Jife, 
love,  light,  grace,  peace,  and  faith.*  Above  all,  the  gift 
of  Jesus  Christ,  the  Well-beloved,  was  the  crowning 
mercy  to  sinful  men,  that  they  might  be  restored  to  the 
divine  favour,  and  made  joyful  inheritors  of  the  king- 
dom of  heaven. 

Zrd  POINT.  The  Son.— On  this  day,  for  the  first 
time,  our  Lord  showed  Himself  to  the  world  in  His 
neal  character  as  the  Messiah.  In  the  years  of  His 
retirement,  the  beams  of  His  Divine  intelligence  were 
udden:  henceforth  He  shines  with  an  ever-growing 
plendour,  shedding  light  and  truth,  life  and  joy  on  all 
•eholders.  For  thirty  years  He  had  been  regarded  only 
8  the  son  of  Mary :  henceforth  He  is  received  as  the 
Teat  Prophet  of  Israel.  He  calls  to  Himself  chosen 
isciples ;  overrules  the  powers  of  nature ;  claims  to  bo 
he  Son  of  God;  reveals  the  secrets  of  the  spiritual 
rorld;  promises  eternal  life  to  those  who  believe  in 
lim ;  declares  Himself  to  be  the  Eesurrection  and  the 
iife;  the  Judge  of  the  world;  displays  His  Divine  wis- 
bm  in  eternal  laws  for  the  happiness  of  man;  and 
wks  miracles  such  as  the  world  had  never  so  much 
*  thought  of.  All  this,  and  more  than  tongue  can 
itter,was  Jesus  of  Nazareth  on  the  banks  of  the  Jordan, 
ieelaiing  Himself  by  manifold  signs  and  tokens,  that 
5e  was  One  with  the  Almighty  Father  and  the  Holy 
Gihosi 

Srautr. 

0  Gk)d  the  Father  of  Heaven  ; 
0  God  the  Son,  Eedeemer  of  ihe  world ; 
0  God  the  Holy  Ghost,  proceeding  from  the  Father 
and  the  Son  ; 
Have  mercy  upon  us  miserable  sinners. 

*  See  Hymn  in  the  Oi-dinatioJi  SeiTice. 
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All  glory  be  to  Thee,  0  Gk)d,  Eteraal  Eatiie: 
Thy  love  in  giving  unto  us  Thine  own  beloved  Soi 
Saviour,  Christ  the  Lord. — Amen. 

0  gracious  and  mighty  Bedeemer,  by  the  myste 
Thy  holy  incarnation;  by  Thy  holy  nativity  anc 
cumcision ;  by  Thy  baptism,  fasting,  and  temptat 

Good  Lord,  deliver  us  I 

By  Thine  agony  and  bloody  sweat ;  by  Thy  cros 
passion  ;  by  Thy  precious  death  and  burial ;  bj 
glorious  resurrection  and  ascension,  and  by  the  cc 
of  the  Holy  Ghost, 

Good  Lord,  deliver  us! — Amev. 

0  blessed  Spirit,  Eternal  Comforter  of  faithful  i 
vouchsafe  to  be  our  perpetual  guide.    Do  Thou  le 
in  the  right  way ;  enlighten  and  sanctify  us,  and 
us  to  everlasting  life.    Amen, 


For  the  Friday  of  the  First  Week  after  the  Fpi^^h 


The  Kingdom  op  Heaven. 

1st  P  OLNT.  A  Spiritual  Kingdom  on  Earth.- 
that  scene  of  glory  on  the  banks  of  the  Jordan, 
might  have  opened  His  ministry  with  some  great  d 
of  human  magnificence,  as  the  expected  Messiah,  c( 
to  Jerusalem  to  restore  the  throne  of  David.  Bui 
could  all  the  pomp  and  splendour  of  the  world 
added  to  the  majesty  of  the  Son  of  God  ?  The  "  3 
of  the  kings  of  the  earth  "  was  above  all  princip 
and  powers;  to  Him  the  angels  sang  hallelujal 
His  feet  the  saints  in  heaven  cast  their  golden  c: 
(Rev.  iv.  10).  He  was  not,  indeed  to  receive  the 
and  honour  of  a  fallen  world.  It  rejected  Him  ; 
glory  was  in  His  humiliation.    His  only  diadem  in 
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alemwas  to  be  a  crown  of  thorns;  His  only  throne 
the  Cross.  No  sooner,  therefore,  was  He  baptized ; — 
no  sooner  had  the  Father's  voice  proclaimed  Him  to 
be  the  beloved  Son,  than  He  humbled  Himself  to  a 
mysterious  conflict  with  the  prince  of  the  fallen  angels : 
"He  was  led  up  of  the  Spirit  into  the  wilderness  to 
be  tempted  of  the  devil." 

fieserving  that  wonderful  scene  for  the  first  week  in 
Lent,  according  to  the  appointed  services  of  the  Church, 
we  may  continue  to  contemplate  the  Divine  perfections 
rfthe  Grod  of  love  in  the  establishment  of  His  Spiritual 
Kingdom  on  earth,  leading  on  to  the  glories  of  His 
Kingdom  in  the  realms  of  light,  prepared  for  all  who 
Klieve  and  obey  Him. 

2nd  POINT.  Christ  the  King.— Henceforward,  in 
ill  His  teaching,  under  many  beautiful  parables  and 
unilitudes,  our  Lord  sets  forth  His  heavenly  kingdom, 
B  the  great  object  of  all  our  hopes,  the  sure  reward  of 
ill  who  love  Him.  Besides  the  many  other  illustrious 
lames  of  dignity  and  power  ascribed  to  the  Messias  in 
he  prophecies.  He  is  declared  by  the  four  Evangelists 
0  be  "The  Word"— "Emmanuel,  God  with  us"— 
' Christ  the  Saviour  of  the  world "  —  " the  Lords 
Christ  "-"Christ  the  Lord  "—"  Messias  "—"  King  of 
ihe  Jews"—"  King  of  Israel"—"  the  Lamb  of  God  "— 
'the  Son  of  God  "— "  the  Son  of  Man  "— "  the  I  AM  " 
-"GOD.*^  Great  and  glorious  titles !  and  in  them  we 
worship  and  adore  Him.  But  to  all  these  He  addeth 
fet  another :  He  cometh  as  sovereign  Lord,  and  King 
w  THE  Kingdom  of  Heaven,  or,  as  He  oftens  calls  it, 
the  "  Kingdom  of  God."  It  is  a  spiritual  kingdom 
^ithin  the  heart,  a  new  kingdom  of  grace,  a  kingdom  of 
righteousness.  His  mediatorial  kingdom.  In  the  time 
*nd  times  appointed,  it  shall  compass  the  whole  world ; 

*  Matt  i.  21,  23  ;  ii.  2  ;  iii.  17  ;  ix.  6 ;  xii.  8,  32 :  Mark  i.  1 ; 
'in.SS;  Luke  i.  32,  35,  47;  ii.  11,  26  ;  John  i.  1,  13,  29,  34, 
*1.*9;  iii.  13, 18  ;  If.  42;viii.  28  ;  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 
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for,  as  the  prophets  have  declared,  "  The  earth  shall  I 
filled  with  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  a 
the  waters  cover  the  sea  "  (Isai.  ii.  9 ;  Hab.  ii.  14). 

Srd  POINT.  The  visible  Kingdom  of  Heaven  o 
Earth. — Jesus,  the  Son  of  God,  hath  ascended  up  int 
the  heavens,  and  aU  the  angels  worship  Him.  Bu 
still  He  reigns  over  His  kingdom  on  earth,  which  i 
His  visible  Church.  "The  government  is  upon  E 
shoulder  "  (Isai.  ix.  6).  He  is  prophet,  priest,  and  kinj 
He  is  present  in  His  holy  Sacraments.  Wherever  tw 
or  three  are  gathered  together  in  His  name,  there  i 
He  in  the  midst  of  them.  He  loves  to  reveal  HimBa 
in  His  glory  to  each  believing  soul.  His  redeemed  ai 
sealed  by  manifold  signs.  His  adopted  brethren,- 
children  of  His  Heavenly  Father.  He  hath  not  lei 
them  comfortless ;  the  Holy  Spirit  dwells  with  than 
and  as  if  He  would  grant  unto  them  every  gift  ths 
heaven  has  to  bestow.  He  declared,  "  If  a  man  love  M< 
he  will  keep  my  words ;  and  My  Father  will  love  hin 
and  we  wiU  come  unto  him,  and  make  our  abode  wit 
him.'*  Moreover,  He  hath  given  them  the  ministry  c 
guardian  angels  to  guide  and  protect  them. 

Consider,  O  my  soul,  to  what  a  glorious  assembl; 
thou  art  invited  in  Christ's  Church :  put  on  thy  whit 
apparel;  deck  thyself  in  the  robes  of  righteousnesf 
washed  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  that  through  Hi 
merits  thou  mayest  be  accounted  worthy  of  such  i 
heavenly  companionship. 

Pragor. 

0  Lord  Jesu  Clirist,  Son  of  God,  the  tongue  o 
angels  cannot  worthily  praise  and  glorify  Thee.  Alas 
I  am  not  worthy  so  much  as  to  take  Thy  name  withii 
my  lips.  But  in  thankful  obedience  to  Thy  graciom 
commands,  I  come  to  Thee  for  grace  and  strength.  ( 
make  me  a  faithful  and  obedient  subject  of  Thy  king 
dom  on  earth,  to  Live  as  in  Thy  presence,  and  prais 
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56  in  the  assemblies  of  Thy  Church ;  so  may  I  humbly 
«,  through  Thy  merits,  0  merciful  SaTiour,  to  be 
oitted  into  Thy  heavenly  kingdom  hereafter.    Amen, 


-K'*- 


r  the  Saturday  of  the  First  Week  after  the  Epiphany, 


The  Kingdom  of  Heaven  in  Glory. 

St  POINT,  The  Throne  of  Gk)d.— Our  Lord, 
Dughout  His  whole  ministry,  in  many  parables  and 
50urse8,  set  forth  to  view  the  joys  of  a  higher  world 
pared  for  all  the  faithful  who  are  destined  to  live 

ever  before  the  great  white  throne  of  the  Holy 

nity.    The  glories  of  that  throne  He  revealed  more 

ffly  afterwards  in  a  vision  to  the  beloved  disciple 

John,  commanding  him  to  write  what  he  saw  for 

comfort  of  His  Church.    "I  saw  a  great  white 
one,  and  He  that  sat  on  the  throne  was  to  look  upon 

3  a  jasper,  and  a  sardine  stone And  round 

jut  the  throne  was  a  rainbow  in  sight  like  unto  an 
lerald ;  and  before  the  throne  was  a  sea  of  glass  like 
to  crystal.  .  .  And  there  were  seven  lamps  of  fire 
ming  before  the  throne,  which  are  the  seven  Spirits 
God," — ^representing  the  sevenfold  gifts  of  the  Holy 
lost.  And  in  the  midst  of  the  throne  "  One  like  unto 
e  Son  of  Man.  .  .  .  His  head  and  His  hairs  were 
lite  as  wool,  as  white  as  snow ;  and  His  eyes  were  as 
flame  of  fire ;  and  His  feet  like  unto  fine  brass,  as  if 
fiy  burned  in  a  furnace ;  and  His  voice  as  the  sound 
many  waters."  These  are  but  faint  symbols  of  the 
Qspeakable  glory  of  our  Divine  Lord,  in  the  oceans 
f  l^ht  where  God  dweUeth.  0  my  soul,  contemplate 
ith  awe  the  majesty  of  the  God  of  holiness,  lest  when 
liou  standest  before  His  throne,  thou  shouldst  find  Him 
•1  angry  Judge  instead  of  a  loving  Father. 
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2nd  POINT,    The  New  Jenisalem. — Listen  every 
one,  and  hear  what  beatitudes  Grod  hath  prepared  for 
thee  in  heaven,  if  thou  be  found  worthy  to  be  numbered 
among  the  true  followers  of  the  Lamb,  whose  names  are 
written  in  the  Book  of  Life.    Hold  fast  to  thy  vowB, 
"  that  no  man  take  thy  crown."    Then  shalt  thou  be  "a 
pillar  in  the  temple  of  thy  God,  and  shalt  go  no  mm 
out "  (Eev.  iii  11, 12).    Christ  shall  write  upon  tbee 
His  new  name;  and  thou  shalt  dwell  in  the  "New 
Jerusalem."    Glorious  things  are  spoken  of  this  cetes- 
tial  city  which  John  beheld  in  his  vision :  "  The  bxiild- 
ing  of  the  wall  of  it  was  jasper,  and  the  city  was  piirfl 
gold,  like  as  clear  glass.    And  the  foundations  of  the 
wall  of  the  city  were  garnished  with  all  manner  of  pre* 
cious  stones.    And  the  twelve  gates  were  twelve  pearls; 
every  several  gate  was  of  one  pearl ;  and  the  street  of  p 
the  city  was  pure  gold,  as  it  were  transparent  ^MH. 
And  I  saw  no  temple  therein;    for  the  Lord  God 
Almighty,  and  the  Lamb,  are  the  temple  of  ii    And 
the  city  had  no  need  of  the  sun,  neither  of  the  moon,  to 
shine  in  it :  for  the  glory  of  God  did  lighten  it,  and  the 
Lamb  is  the  light  of  it."    Such  are  the  words  of  the  in- 
spired pen  of  St.  John :  we  can  neither  add  thereto,  nor 
take  away  therefrom.    The  angels  were  seen  by  the 
Prophet  covering  their  faces  and  their  feet  before  the 
Vision  of  God.    How  deep  should  be  the  reverence  of 
our  prostrate  souls,  as  we  contemplate  these  Divine 
Revelations ! 

Srd  POINT.    The  Eiver  of  Life.— In  this  glorious 
kingdom  of  Christ  eternal  pleasures  await  the  righteous. 
Being  redeemed  by  His  merits,  and  justified,  they  are 
accounted  without  fault  before  God.    "These  are  they      j 
which  came  out  of  great  tribulation,  and  have  washed      • 
their  robes,  and  made  them  white  in  the  blood  of  the      ] 
Lamb."    He  leads  them  unto  living  fountains;  tbey 
dwell  in  peace  beside  "  the  pure  River  of  the  water  of 
Life,  clear  as  crystal."    There  they  commune  together 
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ith  the  saints  of  old,  patriarchs,  and  prophets,  and 
lartyrs,  apostles,  and  evangelists :  they  rejoice  with  all 
hom  they  have  loved  on  earth;  with  all  the  poor 
flicted  ones,  to  whom  they  ministered  charity ;  with 
J  repentant  sinners,  who  turned  from  then:  evH  ways, 
id  learned  to  love  their  Saviour ; — there  is  one  uni- 
irsal  affluence  of  love,  and  He  is  the  midst.  It  is 
dfilled  according  to  the  prophecy  of  David ;  "  There  is 
river,  the  streams  whereof  shall  make  glad  the  city 
f  God,  the  holy  place  of  the  tabernacle  of  the  Most 
[ighest :  God  is  in  the  midst  of  her."  (Ps.  xlvi.'4.) 

m  POINT,  The  Angels  and  Saints  glorify  God.— 
"he  splendours  of  the  celestial  realms,  where  the 
dmighty  I  AM  arrays  Himself  in  light,  far  above  the 
Met  distant  of  the  stars  that  spangle  the  canopy  of 
eaven,  are  from  eternity.  Our  little  globe  is  but  a 
ot  in  the  immensity  of  creation.  Yet  God  has  gra- 
iously  prepared  His  own  dwelling-place  for  all  those 
rhom  He  trains  up  for  Himself  and  whom  His  well- 
«loved  Son  hath  redeemed  by  His  agonies  on  the 
ioss.  There  they  join  the  cherubim  and  seraphim. 
Bid  all  the  angelic  host;  they  are  clothed  in  white 
lument,  and  have  golden  harps.  They  rest  not  day 
ffid  night,  saying,  "Holy,  holy,  holy,  Lord  God 
/dmighty,  which  was,  and  is,  and  is  to  come."  They 
ue  as  angels,  and  with  the  angels,  ten  thousand  times 
ten  thousand,  and  thousands  of  thousands,  they  sing 
the  song  of  the  Lamb,  "  Blessing,  and  honour,  and 
glory,  and  power,  be  unto  Him  that  sitteth  upon  the 
tlmme,  and  unto  the  Lamb  for  ever  and  ever."  0  my 
wol,  canst  thou  contemplate  this  beatific  scene,  and  still 
cfing  to  the  poor  vanities  of  this  earth  below  ?  Learn 
to  abhor  every  thought  and  desire  that  keeps  thee  back 
from  the  love  of  thy  gracious  Eedeemer,  Who  hath 
^wight  thee  unto  Himself  at  the  precious  price  of  His 
own  atoning  Blood. 
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I  believe,  0  my  Lord  and  my  Grod,  that  only  they 
who  love  Thy  dear  Son  shall  be  rewarded  with  these 
"  joys  unspeakable,  and  full  of  glory.**  O  Thou  great 
author  and  finisher  of  our  faith,  do  Thou  daily  increase 
and  heighten  my  love :  grant  that  in  holy  ardours  of 
love,  to  love  crucified,  my  love  may  at  last  ascend  to  the 
region  of  love,  that  I  may  have  nothing  to  do  to  all 
eternity  but  to  praise  and  love  Thee.    Amen, 


it 


■ 
J 
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For  the  Sunday  of  the  Second  Week  after  the  Epi^^lutny. 


Jesub  betubns  fbom  the  Wilderness. 

1st  POINT.  John  the  Baptist  proclaims  Jesns  to  be 
IB  Lamb  of  God. — ^Whilst  our  Lord  endured  His  mys- 
jrious  fest  in  the  wilderness,  the  people  gathered  in 
•esh  crowds  round  the  Baptist,  on  the  banks  of  the 
ordan,  eager  to  hear  something  more  of  the  Messiah, 
ohn,  above  all  others,  waited  with  fond  hope  to  see 
[im  again.  Well  might  he  wonder  whither  He  was 
one.  And  lo !  after  forty  days.  He  draws  near.  What 
lust  have  been  the  majesty  of  the  Son  of  Man  thus 
etuming  a  mighty  conqueror  over  the  great  adversary 
f  God ;  in  His  countenance  what  a  radiancy !  what 
.  dignity  in  His  deportment!  John's  watchful  eye 
Perceives  Him :  a  glance  is  sufBicient ;  that  form  once 
een  could  never  be  forgotten;  and  He  exclaimed. 
Behold  the  Lamb  of  God,  that  taketh  away  the  sin  of 
he  world."  This  is  He  on  whom  "  I  saw  the  Spirit 
lescending  from  heaven  like  a  dove  >  and  it  abode  upon 

Jim And  I  saw  and  bare  record  that  this  is 

lie  Son  of  God."  •  Never  before  had  patriarch  or 
irophet  made  so  noble  a  confession  of  faith.  Blessed 
»as  John  the  Baptist,  the  first  on  earth  taught  by  the 
Divine  Spirit  to  declare  that  the  Kedeemer  was  the  Son 
>F  THE  Highest  :  and  blessed  are  all  those  who  thus 
believing  have  the  joy  to  love  and  adore  Him.  Jesus 
niade  no  reply ;  none  spake  to  Him ;  He  moved  away  to 
BCHne  unknown  retreat. 

2nd  POINT.  The  first  two  Disciples  Called.— The 
^y  following,  whilst  the  Baptist  was  standing  near  the 
^er  with  two  of  his  disciples,  Jesus  again  passed  by ; 
^^  again  John,  looking  upon  Eim  as  He  walkied,  and 
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pointing  to  Him,  said  aloud,  "Behold  the  Lamh  of 
God/*  Those  two  disciples  who  heard  the  words  were 
John  and  Andrew,  the  fishermen  of  Bethsaida,  wdl 
acquainted  from  early  youth  with  Jesus,  the  Qcm  d 
Mary;  John,  indeed — afterwards  the  beloved  disdpte 
— was  one  of  those  called  the  Lord's  '■  brethren,"  or 
cousins,  being  a  nephew  of  the  blessed  Virgin.  Thej 
were  astonished  to  hear  from  the  Baptist  that  Hbdi 
admired  friend  of  Nazareth  wajs  the  great  Messiah;  ani 
immediately  followed  Him  to  see  whither  He  went— 
but  reverently,  at  a  distance.  He,  knowing  their  wiUii^g 
hearts,  turned  to  them  with  His  own  Divine  comteiijr 
and  gentleness;  "What  seek  ye?"  He  said.  "Babhi 
[Master],  where  dwellest  thou?"  was  the  respecifal 
answer :  and  He  said,  "  Come  and  see."  It  was  a  g* 
cious  invitation  to  give  them  confidence.  And  where  in 
that  wild  country  near  the  wilderness,  so  &r  from  home, 
did  our  Saviour  give  them  hospitality?  "  They  abode 
with  Him  that  day."  Was  it  in  some  sheltered  cave  in 
the  mountain,  or  some  shepherd's  hut?  We  know  not;  ■ 
but  wherever  that  dwelling  was,  Andrew  and  his  00©-  "3 
panion  first  drank  in  the  blessed  draught  of  true  Difiie  ^ 
wisdom  from  the  lips  of  the  Son  of  God.  What  %  .i 
happy  day — ^what  a  happy  night  they  passed !  Who  J 
can  tell  us  the  things  they  heard  from  their  Lord?       .j 

'Srd  POINT.    Andrew  brings  his  brother  Simon  to    ■ 
Jesus. — The  next  day  Andrew,  delighted  to  have  dis-   '. 
covered  the  Messiah,  the  fondly-expected  object  of  the   . 
hopes  of  Israel,  could  not  rest  till  he  had  carried  the.  ^ 
great  news  to  his  brother  Simon,  that  ho  might  share 
his  joy.     This  was  worthy  of  a  future  apostle,  whose 
ofl&ce  would  be  to  spread  the  Gospel ;  and  worthy  of  all 
the  disciples  of  Jesus — to  bring  those  they  love  to  know 
and  serve  Him.    Andrew,  meeting  his  brother,  eagerly 
exclaimed,  "  We  have  found  the  Messias."    This  was 
enough  for  the  warm-hearted  Simon,  who,  with  all  feith- 
fnl   Jews,  was   longing    for  His  expected  approach. 
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aond  the  Messias ! — ^the  "  Desire  of  all  nations/'  whom 
'6  have  waited  for  and  talked  of?  No  donbt,  as  they 
uiried  on  towards  the  Lord's  retreat,  Andrew  told 
imon  WHO  it  was — Jesus  of  Nazareth!  He?  —  the 
aysterioiiB  One,  so  full  of  grace,  the  marvel  of  all  their 
e^bonrhood,  whose  wisdom  they  could  never  fathom, 
rhose  goodness  none  could  imitate?  It  seemed  to 
bem  altogether  wonderful.  The  mind  and  temper  of 
limon  were  well  known  to  the  Lord ;  the  faults  of  his 
lature,  and  his  virtues,  his  self-confidence  and  pre- 
iomption,  his  strength  of  purpose  and  decision  of  cha- 
»cter,  were  open  to  Him,  as  were  the  thoughts  of  all 
nen  living.  And  when  he  drew  near,  Jesus  said  to  him, 
*  Thou  art  Simon,  the  son  of  Jona :  thou  shalt  be  called 
Cephas,"  which  is  the  Hebrew  for  a  stone,  or  in  Greek, 
Petra :  and  by  the  honoured  pame  of  Peter  (Pdros)  lie 
has  ever  been  known  and  endeared  to  the  Church. 
Thus  graciously  did  the  Redeemer  reveal  Himself  as 
Messias  to  these  three  simple  fishermen  of  Bethsaida, 
John,  Andrew,  and  Peter,  preparing  them  for  the 
H>proaching  time  when  He  would  require  their  services. 
The  hght  of  the  truth  had  beamed  on  their  hearts,  their 
inward  ear  had  been  quickened  by  His  life-giving 
words.  They  return  to  their  fishing-nets  on  the  Lake 
of  Gennesareth ;  but  only  to  wait  the  joyful  day  of  their 
future  call. 

0,  my  soul,  hast  thou  learned  to  believe  in  Christ, 
«nd  love  Him  ?  or  art  thou  still  among  the  unhappy 
ones,  who  can  "  see  no  beauty  that  they  should  desire 
Him  ?**  0,  pray  for  the  grace  of  a  true  and  living  faith  : 
cast  in  thy  lot  with  His  faithful  disciples,  that  thou 
m&yest  hereafter  rejoice  with  them  in  the  blissful  visina 
of  His  countenance  in  glory. 

JPrajfer. 

0,  merciful  Saviour,  who  dost  breathe  the  words  of 
Kvine  wisdom  to  aU  who  draw  near  unto  Thee,  kindle 

E 
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in  my  cold  heart  a  true  love,  the  spirit  of  hninilitj^ 
adoration,  and  praise.  Work  in  me,  gracions  Lord,  an 
earnest  desire  to  do  Thy  wilL  Teach  me  to  admire 
the  beanty  of  holiness,  and  to  seek  the  peaceful  rest  of 
those  who  trust  in  Thy  promises.  Strengthen  my  fEoth, 
confirm  my  hopes  of  eternal  life,  increase  my  charily; 
so  shall  it  be  my  highest  joy  to  unite  witii  all  tiiy 
disciples  in  giving  Thee  glory  and  honour  for  ever. 
Amen. 


For  the  Monday  of  the  Second  Week  after  the  Epiphany, 


Jbsub  on  His  Way  to  Nazabeth. 

l8t  POINT.  Philip  called  to  be  a  Disciple.— The 
next  day  our  Lord  set  forward  on  His  return  to  Nazar 
reth,  that  He  might  from  thence  enter  on  His  public 
mission.  Behold  the  Teacher  of  all  Divine  truth,  the 
wisdom  and  the  power  of  God,  the  Author  of  etemal 
life  to  all  who  should  believe  in  His  Name,  the  Lord 
of  men  and  angels,  was  alone  and  unattended :  soin&- 
where  on  the  way  He  found  the  same  Phihp  of  Bethsaida, 
who  had  known  Him  hitherto  only  as  the  Son  of  the  car- 
penter, in  His  seclusion  at  Nazareth ;  but  now  it  was 
His  purpose  to  reveal  Himself  to  all  in  His  character 
of  Messias :  therefore,  a  new  light  broke  in  upon  Philip's 
mind,  when  Jesus  said  to  Him  with  authority,  '*  Follow 
me."  That  tone  of  voice,  that  countenance,  that  de- 
meanour, had  the  same  mysterious  eifect  on  him  as  on 
all  others,  and  wrought  an  instant  conviction  in  his 
mind  that  it  was  the  Christ,  for  Whose  coming  all  were 
now  prepared  by  the  preaching  of  John  the  Baptist 

2nd  P  01  NT.    Nathanael  becomes  a  Disciple. — Philip 
hastened  away  at  once  with  the  news  to  his  friend 
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iihanael — a  man  well  versed  in  Scripture,  and  a  faith- 
believer  in  the  prophecies.  He  found  him  under  a 
•tree,  either  in  prayer  or  contemplation;  and  cried 
i  with  the  eager  joy  of  one  who  has  something  great 
tell,  "  We  have  found  Him,  of  whom  Moses  in  the 
%  and  the  prophets,  did  write — Jesus  of  Nazareth, 
son  of  Joseph."  But  Nathanael  of  Cana  had  a  mean 
nion  of  Nazareth ;  moreover,  he  knew  the  prophecies 
i  declared  that  Messias  should  be  born  in  Bethlehem 
Judea;  how  then  could  the  carpenter's  son  of  Na- 
reth  be  the  expected  Deliverer  ?  He  repKed,  "  Can 
ere  any  good  thing  come  out  of  Nazareth?''  Philip, 
bo  had  found  in  his  own  case  that  "  to  see  was  to  be- 
nre,"  loses  no  time  in  argument ;  he  must  return  at 
ice  to  his  Master  and  Lord :  let  Nathanael  but  once 
ihold  Jesus,  and  he  would  be  convinced :  "  Come  and 
e,"  was  his  short  and  confident  reply.  Nathanael  was 
a  candid  and  teachable  mind,  and  went  with  his  friend, 
at  what  was  his  surprise,  when,  as  he  approached, 
)  heard  the  Lord  say,  "Behold  an  Israelite  indeed, 
whom  is  no  guile ;"  and  this  from  a  stranger  whom 
I  had  never  seen !  Greater  still  his  astonishment  on 
king,  "  Whence  knowest  Thou  me  ?"  for  Jesus 
iswered,  "  Before  that  Philip  called  thee,  when  thou 
»t  under  the  fig-tree,  I  saw  thee."  Nathanael'per- 
ives  that  he  stands  in  the  presence  of  One  Who  reads 
8  very  thoughts  at  a  distance !  All  his  doubts  yield 
conviction ;  bowing  down  with  awe  and  wonder,  he 
iclares,  "  Ealjbi,  Thou  art  the  Son  of  God.  Thou  art 
fi  King  of  Israel."  Thrice  blessed  was  Nathanael  in 
Jcoming  a  disciple,  and  thrice  blessed  all  who  believe, 
id  worship,  and  follow  Christ  as  their  Master  and 
ord.  When  once  He  becomes  the  joy  of  loving  hearts, 
ley  may  lean  on  His  bosom,  as  did  the  beloved  St.  John, 
id  whisper,  "  Eabbi,  Thou  art  the  Son  of  God." 

3rd  POINT.    Great  Promises  of  the  Future.— In 
wwer  to  Nathauae?';?  wondering  eiciamation,  our  Lord 
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said,  "  Thon  shalt  see  greater  things  than  these.  Verily, 
verily,  I  say  unto  you,  hereafter  ye  shall  see  heaven 
open,  and  the  angels  of  Gk)d  ascending  and  descending 
upon  the  Son  of  Man  " — ^that  is,  waiting  upon  Him  as 
servants,  coming  and  going  to  do  His  will.    Thus  from 
the  beginning  He  enlightened  the  minds  of  His  discii^es 
by  glimpses  into  the  unseen  world.    He  was  perfectly 
conscious  of  being  "  above  all  principality  and  power, 
and   might   and   dominion,  and  every  name  that  is 
named  "  (Eph.  i.  21).   Already  we  have  seen  the  wJm- 
tration  of  angels  at  every  point  in  the  history;  and  so 
it  will  be  throughout,  even  to  His  resurrection  fromihe 
grave,  and  His  ascension  into  heaven.    But  the  promise 
will  receive  its  final   accomplishment  in   the  Grat 
Day,  when  every  eye  shall  see  "  the  sign  of  the  Son  of 
Man  "  in  the  heavens,  and  Himself  appearing  in  gtoiy 
with  all  His  holy  angels,  to  judge  the  world. 


0,  Almighty  Heavenly  Father,  all  honour,  praise, 
thanksgiving,  and  glory  be  unto  Thee,  for  the  most  pre- 
cious gift  of  Thy  well-beloved  Son.  Vouchsafe  to  keep 
us  in  steadfast  faith  and  love.  Let  Thy  holy  angels 
guard  our  paths,  to  preserve  us  from  the  snares  of  tiie 
enemy.  Though  we  caimot  behold  them,  we  know  that 
they  are  appointed  guardians  over  Thy  elect  0,  teach 
us  by  Thy  Holy  Spirit  so  to  live  and  grow  in  grace,  that 
we  who  are  weak  may  be  strengthened ;  enlighten  our  4 
understandings  so  to  contemplate  Thy  majesty,  that  our  :| 
souls  may  be  awakened  to  the  blessedness  of  Thy  pre- 
sence. Kindle  in  our  hearts  such  a  flame  of  adoring 
love  to  Thee,  as  to  our  heavenly  Father,  that  it  may  be 
our  highest  delight  here  on  earth  to  join  the  angels  in 
their  hymns  of  hallelujahs  to  Thee,  0  Holy  Father, 
Blessed  Son,  and  Sacred  Comforter,  Three  in  One. 
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e  Tuesday  of  the  Second  Week  after  the  Ephiphany. 


The  Marriage  Supper  at  Cana. 

POINT.  Jesus  and  His  Mother  and  the  Disci- 
nvited. — Having  chosen  Philip  and  Nathanael  to 
sciples,  the  Lord  came  with  them  to  Nazareth, 
must  have  been  the  delight  of  Mary  at  His  return 

She  heard  the  two  disciples  call  Him  "  Rabbi," 
Son  of  God/'  the  "  King  of  Israel."  Nathanael 
ler  of  His  promise  of  future  miracles,  and  how  the 
3  of  God  were  to  do  Him  service.  ThuB  was  a 
beam  of  light  imparted  to  the  Mother's  thought- 
art,  as  she  "  kept  all  these  sayings  "  and  "  pondered  * 
"  On  the  third  day  after  His  return  they  were  all 
d  to  a  marriage  feast  at  the  neighbouring  town  of  ' 

As  the  two  places  were  only  a  few  miles  apart, 
was  constant  intercourse  between  them,  leading  to 
T  friendships  and  alliances.  Perhaps  it  was  the 
iig  of  some  relation  of  the  Virgin — a  humble 
suitable  to  the  lowly  condition  in  which  it  pleased 
m  of  G^  to  live  on  earth :  as  Ho  made  Himself 
or  our  sakes.  He  chose  x)oor  people  for  His  mother 
rethren,  friends  and  disciples. 

POINT,  The  want  of  Wine.— And  now  behold 
Man  of  Sorrows,"  of  Whom  it  has  been  said,  that 
as  never  seen  to  laugh,  but  often  to  weep,  is  a 
at  the  house  of  feasting.  Such  was  the  tender- 
)f  His  human  feelings,  that  every  circumstance, 
ler  cheerful  or  sad,  called  forth  some  lesson  of 
3r  some  miracle  of  mercy.  By  His  presence  at 
ist  in  Cana  He  blessed  and  sanctified  marriage, 

honourable  and  holy  state,  ordained  of  God  for 
.utual  society,  help,  and  comfort  of  man  and 
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must  give  place  to  His  own  will  in  the  showing 
of  his  Divine  power.  She  may  intercede;  but  H< 
ordain  the  times  and  seasons ;  on  Him  it  must  d 
to  give,  or  to  withhold.  He  had  foreseen  the  w 
wine,  and  would  provide  abundantly  at  the  m 
appointed  of  His  own  wisdom.  He  answered,  "  W 
what  have  I  to  do  with  thee  ?  Mine  hour  is  n 
come."  The  words  imply, "  Mark  the  difference  b( 
this,  the  independent  exercise  of  My  almighty ; 
and  the  relationship  of  the  child  to  his  mother 
earthly  humiliation.  I  am  the  Creator,  thou  bi 
creature."  The  proper  time  would  be  when  the 
of  the  feast  should  call  for  more  wine,  and  fin( 
none  was  to  be  had :  then  would  they  all  see  1 
sufficiency  of  man,  and  the  glory  of  God. 

^rd  POINT.  Water  made  Wine. — Mary  ma 
reply :  she  believed  in  His  power,  and  trusted  1 
goodness:  she  turned  to  the  servants,  and  cl 
them,  "  Whatsoever  ho  saith  unto  you,  do  it."  S 
afterwards.  He  commanded  them  to  pour  water  ii 
large  water-pots  standing  near ;  "  and  they  filled 
up  to  the  brim."  Without  a  sign  or  word  the 
turned  to  wine ;  the  speechless  element  acknowj 
the  presence  of  its  Maker;  as  a  poet  has  we 
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iame ;  but  the  servants  who  filled  the  jugs  with  water, 
xnd  chrew  out  wine,  bore  witness  to  the  miracle.  Who 
can  express  the  moiher's  joy  ?  what  words  could  describe 
the  astonishment  of  His  brethren,  of  Philip,  and  Na- 
thanael,  and  the  guests,  at  this  beginning  of  the 
Messiah's  miracles  ? 

0,  bountiful  love  of  Jesus  our  Eedeemer !  He  pro- 
vides for  all  His  creatures,  according  to  His  wisdom ; 
gives  to  water  the  qualities  of  wine ;  and  in  the  conse- 
crated wine  conveys  His  precious  Blood  to  the  spiritual 
nooiishment  of  all  who  come  to  His  Holy  Feast.  Thus 
through  the  perishable  things  of  the  earth  He  bestows 
the  blessings  of  heaven,  making  rich  the  poor  in  spirit 
oat  of  the  treasures  of  His  grace. 

Merciful  Saviour,  we  believe  that  Thou  dost  graciously 
desire  the  conversion  of  our  souls  from  the  power  of 
sin  to  the  love  of  Thy  Heavenly  Father.  Thou  art  the 
true  Mystical  Vine  of  Thy  Holy  Church.  0,  make  us 
faithful  branches,  abounding  with  fruits  of  the  Spirit. 
From  Thy  word  is  distilled  the  precious  wine  of  the 
Gospel,  which  Thou  dost  offer  freely  to  every  one  that 
thirsteth,  to  be  bought  without  money,  and  without 
[ffice — ^wine  that  maketh  glad  the  sinner's  sorrowful 
heart,  turning  it  from  dead  works  to  serve  the  living 
God.  As  Thou  didst  change  the  water  into  wine  at 
the  marriage  feast  in  Cana,  so  do  Thou  mercifully  con- 
vert our  desires  from  the  weak  and  watery  elements  of 
the  world,  to  thirst  after  the  new  wine  of  Thy  marriage 
supper  in  heaven,  where  Thou  sittest  as  the  adorable 
Bridegroom  of  every  faithful  soul.  Thus  from  vile 
anners  may  we  be  made,  by  Thy  free  grace,  partakers 
^th  the  saints  in  the  refreshment  of  Thy  presence  for 
ever.  Hear  us  now,  0  Jesus,  Thou  best  friend  of 
penitents.  Creator  and  Saviour  of  the  world,  as  we  bend 
our  knees  before  Thee.    Anien, 
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jfourtj  a^eliitatfom 

For  the  Wednesday  of  the  Second  Week  after  the 

Epiphany, 


Jesus  at  the  Passoyeb  m  Jebusalbm. 

l8t  POINT.  The  Temple  crowded  with  Money- 
changers and  Cattle-dealers.— After  the  marriage  supper 
at  Cana,  Jesus  went  np  to  Jerusalem  with  HisdiscipIeB 
for  the  Passover,  that  He  might  openly  declare  His 
Divine  mission  before  all  the  people  assembled  at  that 
greatest  festival  of  the  Jews.  There  He  foraid  the 
courts  of  the  Lord's  house  turned  into  an  open  markefc-  '] 
place  for  buying  and  selling  of  the  oxen,  sheep,  and 
doves,  intended  for  the  sacrifices :  the  bleating  of  the 
sheep,  and  the  confused  noise  of  the  market  outside  the 
tabernacle,  w^re  an  unseemly  irreverent  interruption  to 
the  religious  services  within. 

2nd  POINT.  Jesus  drives  them  all  out  of  tiw 
Temple.' — When  our  Lord  saw  these  things,  holy  zeal 
for  His  Father's  honour  moved  Him  to  indignatitm. 
Now  were  to  be  fulfilled  the  words  of  the  prophet 
Malachi;  "The  Lord  whom  ye  seek  shall  suddenly 
come  to  His  Temple.  Behold,  He  shall  come,  saith  the 
Lord  of  Hosts ;  but  who  may  abide  the  day  of  HIb 
coming  ?  and  who  shall  stand  when  He  appeareth?  for 
He  is  like  a  refiner's  fire  "  (Mai.  iii.  1—2).  The  Temi^e 
being  dedicated  to  Grod,  was  sacred;  whatever  defileth 
the  things  of  God  is  sacrilege.  When,  therefore.  He  had 
made  "  a  scourge  of  small  cords.  He  drove  them  all  out 
of  the  Temple,  and  the  sheep  and  the  oxen,  and  poured 
out  the  changers'  money,  and  overthrew  the  tables :  and 
said  unto  them, '  Take  these  things  hence ;  make  not 
My  Father's  house  a  house  of  merchandise.' "  Christ 
declares  that  the  Temple  of  God  is  His  Father's  house; 
and  thus  asserts''His  own  Divine  nature.  He  who  is  the 
Word  of  Truth,  and  standing  in  the  most  sacred  sane- 
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ary  on  earth,  claims  to  be  the  Son  of  God.  What 
ust  have  been  the  majesty  of  Hia  appearance,  the 
ithority  of  His  voice,  the  brightness  of  His  coun- 
snanoe,  when  the  assembled  crowds  were  struck  with 
nre,  and  dared  not  disobey ! 

Apply  this  history  in  a  spiritual  sense  to  the  purity 
'  heart  which  Grod  requires  of  all  His  creatures.  "  Know 
3  not  [says  St.  Paul j  that  ye  are  the  temple  of  God, 
od  that  the  Spirit  of  God  dweUeth  in  you?  If  any 
lan  defile  the  temple  of  God,  him  shall  God  destroy ; 
»  the  temple  of  God  is  holy,  which  temple  ye  are  " 
1  Cor.  iii.  16, 17).  How  sacred  should  each  one  of  us 
:eep  our  heart,  which  the  Lord  has  prepared  for  His 
•wn  gracious  presence !  0  my  soul,  be  thou  a  dwelling 
»f  perfect  beauiy,  adorned  with  all  Christian  virtues,  a 
JOUfie  of  prayer,  a  temple  of  holy  sacrifices  to  the  glory 
)f  the  Highest. 

3rd  POINT,  His  answer  to  the  Eulers. — It  was 
ittle  short  of  a  miracle  that  He  should  stand  alone  un- 
larmed  in  the  midst  of  those  proud  rulers,  and  those 
lompanies  of  Levites,  priests,  and  attendants.  They 
reie  astonished ;  they  thought  He  must  indeed  be  the 
3m8t  whom  John  had  pubKcly  proclaimed :  they  only 
'entured  to  ask,  "  What  sign  showest  Thou  unto  us ; 
eeing  that  thou  doest  these  things :"  work  some  miracle 
0  prove  Thy  authority.  He  answered  them  only  by  a 
irophecy  of  the  greatest  of  all  miracles  that  ever  was 
W)ught  on  earth, — His  own  Kesurrection  from  the 
^ve,  the  imperishable  rock  of  the  faith  of  the  world, 
he  sure  and  certain  pledge  of  our  resurrection  at  the 
[«t  Day.  Speaking  of  His  own  body,  He  replied, 
'Destroy  this  temple,  and  in  three  days  I  will  raise  it 
ip."  The  sacred  temple  of  His  body  was  to  be  igno- 
niniously  destroyed  by  the  malice  of  the  rulers ;  but 
by  His  own  Divine  power  He  would  raise  it  again  in 
^orious  majesty,  proving  for  ever  that  within  that 
nnctnary  dwelt  the  Eternal  Grodhead. 
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0  Lord  God,  we  humbly  praise  Thy  Divine  majesty 
that  Thon  hast  appointed  churches  to  Thy  holy  service, 
for  the  sacrifices  and  pi;ayers  of  Thy  people.  Vouchsafe 
to  give  us  a  deep  sense  of  the  sanctity  of  thy  temples, 
that  we  may  reverence  them  as  Thy  dwelling-place, 
and  do  all  in  our  power  to  make  them  worthy  of  Thy 
great  name.  May  Thy  grace  infuse  into  our  hearts  a 
longing  desire  and  love  of  Thy  glory.  May  we,  and  all 
Thy  people  in  every  land,  assist  to  raise  up  churches 
imto  Thee ;  and  with  holy  David  say  one  to  another, 
"  Let  us  go  into  the  house  of  the  Lord  ?" 

0  blessed  Jesus,  as  Thou  didst  cleanse  the  temple  in 
Jerusalem,  driving  out  all  those  who  defiled  Thy 
Father's  house,  so  make  our  souls  fit  temples  for  Thy 
presence.  Thou  hast  graciously  promised  to  abide  wifli 
those  who  are  meek  and  lowly.  0  purify  our  hearts 
from  every  defilement  of  sin :  we  are  sad  and  sorrowfiil 
to  think  how  we  have  offended  Thee.  Take  away  every  J 
root  of  bitterness,  every  impure,  unchaste  imagination,  i 
every  desire  displeasing  in  Thy  sight,  that  by  the  power  " 
of  the  Holy  Ghost,  we  may  henceforth  keep  all  our  ■ 
affections  undefiled,  as  a  free-will  offering  of  penitence,  ! 
adoration,  and  love.  Hast  Thou  not  said,  "  Behold,  I  ' 
stand  at  the  door  and  knock  ?"  We  open  our  hearts,  0 
Lord :  do  Thou  vouchsafe  to  enter  in,  unworthy  as  we  \ 
are  to  receive  Thee ;  so  shall  we  be  cleansed  of  all  our  .j 
impurities,  and  take  delight  in  thy  Divine  presence,  j 
Ameji,  i 
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For  the  Thursday  of  the  Second  Week  after  the  Epiphany, 


The  Discourse  with  Nioodemus. 

Ist  POINT,  Nicodemus  comes  to  Jesus  by  night. — 
The  Lord  refosed  to  give  any  sign  of  His  Divine  power 
at  the  bidding  of  the  rulers ;  yet  He  wrought  signs  and 
wonders  among  the  people,  insomuch  that "  many  be- 
Ueved  in  His  name  when  they  saw  the  miracles  which 
He  did."  Among  those  most  deeply  moved  was  one  of 
the  chief  Pharisees,  named  Nicodemus,  a  member  of  the 
great  council  of  the  Jews.  Of  a  humble,  teachable 
nrind,  he  came  to  Jesus  in  the  quiet  and  secrecy  of 
tiie  night,  longing  to  be  acquainted  with  so  mighty  a 
Prophet  "  Babbi  [he  said],  we  know  that  Thou  art  a 
Teacher  come  from  Grod ;  for  no  man  can  do  these  mira- 
des  that  Thou  doest  except  Gk)d  be  with  him."  The 
Lffld,  knowing  the  candid  thoughts  that  laboured  in 
fte  mind  of  Nicodemus,  vouchsafed  to  open  out  to  hiTn 
nme  of  the  great  truths  of  His  Gospel. 

%d  P OINT,  Kegeneration,  or  new  birth  in  Baptism. 
^He  told  him  that  if  he  desired  to  belong  to  the  now 
Ungdom  of  righteousness,  the  only  way  of  entrance  was 
Baptism  of  Water  and  the  Spirit.  By  this  Holy  Sacra- 
Utent  mankind  were  to  be  cleansed  frorti  the  taint  of 
<ttigmal  sin,  inherited  from  Adam— bom  again  as  chil- 
diai  of  Grod,  and  made  heirs  of  everlasting  life,  through 
fittth  in  Jesus  Christ,  by  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
This  new  revelation  was  a  marvel  to  the  Jewish  teacher, 
^ho  had  no  knowledge  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  or  heavenly 
mysteries.  But  what  was  his  astonishment  when  Jesus 
declared  to  him  that  He  was  come  down  from  heaven ; 
•nd  though  now  on  earth  as  the  Son  of  Man,  yet  He  was 
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also  in  heaven  as  the  Son  of  God!    In  this  twol 
nature  Christ  is  ever  to  be  adored,  God  and  Man. 

drd  POINT.  Salvation  of  the  World  by  the  Soi 
God. — Well  might  Kicodemns  be  amazed;  and  8 
more  as  the  Lord  proceeded  to  tell  him  that  He  had 
scended  from  His  glory  to  save  the  world  from  peri 
ing  in  the  condemnation  of  sin :  and  that  eternal 
was  prepared  by  the  love  of  the  Heavenly  Father  for 
who  should  believe  on  His  well-beloved  Son.  He  f 
ther  told  Nicodemns  that  He  was  to  be  lifted  up 
some  mysterious  way,  in  the  sight  of  all  men,  that 
lievers  in  His  name  and  word  might  be  healed  of  tli 
plague  of  sin;  even  as  the  brazen  serpent  had  h 
lifted  up  in  the  wilderness,  that  the  children  of  Ian 
bitten  by  poisonous  serpents,  might  look  upon  it  and 
healed.  And  this  because  God  so  loved  the  world,  t 
He  gave  His  only-begotten  Son  to  die  for  sinners :  s 
the  Son  so  loved  the  world,  that  He  consented  to  snJ 
a  bitter,  agonizing  death  for  them.  Thus  the  schem 
our  redemption  by  the  Blood  of  a  Saviour  is  all  in 
love.  It  was  love  for  man  that  nailed  Jesus  to  * 
Cross,  love  that  made  Him  pray  for  His  murdei 
amidst  His  sufferings.  Oh,  then,  my  soul,  love  B 
in  return  with  all  your  affections,  that  you  may  hi 
peace  on  earth  in  the  sunshine  of  His  favour,  and  joy 
heaven  before  His  everlasting  throne.  None  ever  loi 
the  Lord  Christ  without  finding  in  Him  the  most  p 
cious  balm  of  a  wounded  spirit  in  every  need ;  and 
the  hour  of  death  the  bright  hope  of  life  eternal. 

From  this  condescension  to  the  humble  Pharisee 
explaining  the  mysteries  of  His  Gospel,  we  may  lej 
how  graciously  Jesus  was  accustomed  to  draw  m 
sometimes  one  by  one,  sometimes  in  crowds,  to  beli( 
in  Him  as  a  Saviour.  Nicodemus  remained  a  faith 
convert  unto  the  end.  He  had  learned  to  love  his  m 
found  Master  —  afterwards  defended  Him  before  1 
council  of  rulers,  when  they  sought  to  put  Him 
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death;  and  at  the  last  brought  a  hnndred  pounds' 
weight  of  pTecious  spices  to  embahn  His  sacred  body, 
and,  with  Joseph  of  Arimathea  and  the  weeping  women, 
laid  it  gently  in  the  sepulchre. 

0  mfinite  Wisdom  and  Goodness,  O  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
Who  hast  reconciled  Thy  fallen  creatures  to  the  love  of 
Thy  Heavenly  Father,  we  thankfully  acknowledge  the 
riches  of  Thy  Divine  Grospel.  From  Thee  we  learn  the 
glorious  mysteries  of  our  redemption.  Through  Thy 
Word  we  believe  that  in  Holy  Baptism  we  were  bom 
again  as  children  of  God ;  and  though  we  have  griev- 
ously fiedlen  away  from  our  obedience  to  His  law,  yet  if 
we  look  unto  Thee,  and  trust  in  the  all-prevailing  merits 
of  Thy  Cross,  where  Thou  wast  lifted  up  like  the  ser- 
pent in  the  wilderness,  we  shall  be  restored  from  death 
onto  life— fix)m  the  wrath  of  God  to  the  inheritance  of 
the  saints  in  light.  All  praise  and  glory  be  unto  Tlieo, 
0  mighty  Saviour,  who  camest  down  from  Thy  glorious 
throne  in  heaven  to  bring  these  glad  tidings  to  sinners, 
and  now  dost  strengthen  and  enlighten  us  by  the  gift 
of  the  Holy  Comforter,  to  whom  with  Thee,  in  the  glory 
of  the  Everlasting  Father,  the  angels  and  all  saints  sing 
hallelujahs  for  ever.    Amen, 


<o» 


For  the  Friday  of  the  Second  Week  after  the  Epiphany. 


The  Well  at  Sychar. 

ht  POINT,  The  Lord's  Journey  to  Samaria.— Jesus, 
knowmg  that  the  rulers  already  began  to  be  jealous  of 
His  power  and  influence  in  Judaea,  departed  with  His 
^lisciples  into  GraLDee.    The  way  was  long  and  weaii- 
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some.  By  one  of  those  many  journeys,  in  which  His 
sacred  footsteps  consecrated  for  ever  the  Holy  Land^Qe 
came  to  a  city  of  Samaria,  called  Sychar.  Outside  Hie 
walls  of  the  town  was  an  ancient  well,  dug  by  the  patri- 
arch Jacob  for  his  flocks;  there  also  he  had  pitcheidhiB 
tent,  and  built  an  altar  to  Gkxi.  To  this  vale  of  exquMfi 
beauty,  fertile  in  com,  abounding  with  streams,  and  I 
rich  in  verdure,  the  Lord  of  all  nature  comes,  uniting  I 
in  His  human  person  all  wisdom,  holiness,  meekiiefli»  I 
and  majesty.  He  is  weary  and  thirsty  with  His  jouiMJ  I 
in  the  heat  of  the  day,  and  sits  down  by  the  well  si<k 
He  is  alone  amid  the  works  of  His  own  creative  hand; 
for  His  disciples  were  gone  into  the  city  to  buy  meat 
By  His  Divine  Providence  He  feedeth  the  young  ravens, 
and  the  cafctle  are  His  on  a  thousand  pastures;  yet 
He  was  an  hungered,  and  must  buy  His  daily  m«rf! 
He  who  "  sendeth  the  springs  into  the  valleys,  whidi 
run  among  the  hills,"  was  athirst  for  water  by  the  well! 
Wonderful  condescension  and  love  for  mankind ! 


2nd  POINT,  The  Samaritan  Woman.— By  and  by 
there  came  towards  Him  a  woman  of  Samaria,  to  draw 
water.  Now  between  the  Samaritans  and  the  Jews  there 
was  an  ancient  rehgious  and  national  jealousy,  which 
nothing  could  reconcile.  Moreover,  she  was  a  frivolous 
fallen  creature,  bold  and  self-confident,  not  caring  to 
know  that  modesty  is  the  crown  and  ornament  of 
woman — above  the  price  of  rubies.  But  in  His  Divine 
condescension  to  a  rebellious  world,  Jesus  had  left  the 
bosom  of  His  Father  that  He  might  bring  down  His  own 
message  of  pardon  to  sinners :  and  He  would  make  this 
woman  the  first  convert  of  her  nation.  He  said  unto 
her,  "  Give  me  to  drink."  She  saw  that  He  was  fainfe 
and  thirsty;  but  perceiving  also  by  His  speech  and 
dress  that  He  was  a  Jew,  she  rudely  expressed  her  sor- 
prise  and  dislike.  She  gave  Him  no  title  of  respect,  no 
word  of  civility ;  but  answered  reproachfully,  "  How  is 
it  that  Thou,  being  a  Jew,  askest  drink  of  me,  which  am 


. 
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man  of  Samaria  T'  "  A  soft  answer  tumeth  away 
hu"  The  Lord  of  all  meekness,  in  His  own  Divine 
it,  replied,  that  had  she  believed  the  promises  of 
,  and  conld  she  but  know  Who  He  was,  she  would 
J  asked  of  Him,  and  He  would  have  given  her  water 
L  the  pure  river  of  life.    Something  in  the  tone  of 

voice,  so  mild  and  sorrowful,  something  in  His 
ct,  so  noble  and  benevolent,  smote  her  heart  with 
3t  for  her  uncourteous  answer,  and  wrought  an 
mt  change.  Could  Ho  be  some  young  prophet, 
iitier  than  the  patriarch  Jacob,  who  had  given  them 

well,  and  dnmk  thereof?  In  gentle  words  and 
IS  of  reverence,  she  said  to  Him,  *'  Sir,  Thou  hast 
ling  to  draw  with,  and  the  well  is  deep :  from  whence, 
I,  hast  Thou  that  hving  water  ?"  The  first  step  to 
conversion  of  sioners  is  faith  in  the  word  of  Jesus 
ist :  thus  it  was  with  the  Samaritan  woman.  At 
;,  in  her  pride,  she  denied  Him  a  cup  of  cold  water ; 
r  she  beUeves  His  promise,  and  humbly  requests  a 
nght  of  the  springs  of  everlasting  life ;  "  Sir,  give  mo 
i  water,  that  1  thirst  not,  neither  come  hither  to 
w." 

rd  POINT,  The  Woman's  Conversion. -^But  she 
yet  no  sorrowful  sense  of  her  own  unworthiness,  no 
\  of  the  necessity  of  repentance,  no  desire  to  turn 
Dtt  sin  to  holiness.  To  this  the  Saviour  now  leads 
,  gently  recalling  to  her  memory  all  the  circum- 
Qces  of  her  evil  course.  He  gives  her  to  understand 
tHe  knew  the  secrets  of  her  past  sinful  life.  Amazed 
I  confused,  she  exclaimed,  "  Sir,  I  perceive  that  Thou 
a  prophet."  Struck  with  shame,  in  the  presence  of 
8  80  holy,  she  would  fEun  know  where  to  seek  forgi ve- 
ts. She  asked  Hinn  which  was  the  true  place  to  pray 
God — at  the  altar  of  Samaria,  or  in  Jerusalem? 
JUS  replied,  that  all  these  differences  of  religious  wor- 
ip  were  to  be  done  away ;  His  Grospel  of  peace  would 
ite  ail  hearts  to  worship  the  God  of  love  "  in  spiril 


144  Hie  Devout  Christian's  Help 

and  in  truth."    Fresh  light  beamed  on  the  woman's 
mind  at  each  sentence  from  the  lips  of  Jesns,  tiU  sud- 
denly the  conviction  flashed  upon  her,  that  He  must  be 
the  Mighty  One,  for  whom  they  were  all  looking  out 
with  fond  expectation.    She  uttered  the  sacred  Name, 
"  I  know  that  Messias  cometh,  which  is  called  Christ: 
when  He  is  come  He  will  tell  us  aU  things."    His  only 
words  in  answer  were,  "  I  that  speak  unto  thee  am  Hb!" 
This  glorious  declaration  shall  stand  beyond  the  Day  of 
Judgment.    These  words  "  I  am  Hb  "  are  for  ever  our  \ 
sure  pledge  that  we  sinners  are  redeemed  by  the  well- 
beloved  Son  of  Grod,  who  is  the  Author  of  eternal  salva- 
tion to  all  that  believe  in  Him.    The  conversion  of  tiie 
Samaritan  woman  was  perfected;   astonished  and  de- 
lighted, she  hurried  into  the  city  to  tell  the  joyful  news 
— that  she  had  found  the  Messiah;  "  Come,  see  a  Man 
which  told  me  aU  things  that  ever  I  did :  is  not  this  the 
Christ  ?"    The  people  of  Sychar  flocked  out  to  behold 
the  Prophet,  conversed  with  Him,  and  were  satisfied  of 
the  truth,  acknowledging  to  the  woman,  "  Now  we  be- 
lieve;  not  because  of  Thy  saying;  for  we  have  heaid 
Him  ourselves,  and  know  that  this  is  indeed  the  Christ 
the  SA.VIOUB  OF  THE  WoRLD."    Thcsc  Samaritans  be- 
sought Him  to  remain  with  them,  and  were  blessed  by 
His  abiding  in  Sychar  for  two  days— joyful  days,  to  be 
treasured  up  in  their  memories,  when  the  light  of 
Gospel  truth  broke  in  upon  their  hearts.    So  it  ever  is 
with  all  who  have  once  known  the  sweetness  of  the  pre- 
sence of  Christ  in  the  soul. 

0,  Almighty  God,  unto  whom  all  hearts  are  open,  all 
desires  known,  cleanse  us  from  our  secret  faults  by  the 
inspiration  of  Thy  Holy  Spirit;  pardon  all  our  pre- 
sumptuous sins  ;  enlighten  our  understandings  to  the 
purity  of  Thy  laws,  that  we  may  know  how  exceedingly 
vile  in  Thy  sight  are  all  unchaste  thoughts  and  deeds. 
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O  teach  us  by  Thy  grace  to  love  Thy  law  and  folloTr 
after  righteousness.  Grant  unto  us  an  increase  of  faith 
in  Thy  word  and  promises.  May  a  sense  of  Thy  fatherly 
loTe  encourage  all  sinners  to  seek  forgiveness  and  safety 
&om  temptation  under  the  shadow  of  Thy  Almighty 
wings,  through  the  merits  of  Jesus  Christ,  our  crucified 
Saviour,  and  our  adorable  Lord. — Amen. 


<o» 


For  the  Saturday  of  the  Second  Week  after  the  Epiphany. 


Jesus,  BEma  at  Cana,  heals  a  Nobleman's 
Child,  sick  at  Capernaum. 

ht  POINT,  Imprisonment  of  John  the  Baptist. — 
Whilst  Jesus  tarried  at  Sychar,  word  was  brought  to 
Him  that  John  the  Baptist  was  cast  into  prison  by  Herod 
Antipas,  the  ruler  of  Galilee.  He  was  a  cruel,  profligate 
tyrant,  like  his  father,  Herod  the  Great.  Although  he 
admired  the  Baptist,  and  "  heard  him  gladly,"  because 
he  was  endowed  with  a  wonderful  eloquence,  yet  his 
piond  spirit  could  not  endure  rebuke,  even  from  an 
inspired  prophet.  He  had  married  his  own  niece. 
Darned  Herodias,  the  wife  of  his  brother  Philip,  who  was 
8till  Uving.  John,  in  the  true  spirit  of  the  ancient 
Elijah,  had  boldly  denounced  this  as  an  act  of  adultery ; 
and  Herod,  urged  on  by  the  revengeful  Herodias,  sent 
forth,  and  laid  hold  of  him,  and  bound  him  in  prison. 
Notwithstanding  this,  Jesus  at  once  returned  with  His 
diseiples  into  Galilee,  where  Herod  reigned.  He  no 
longer  required  a  messenger  to  go  before  Him :  He  was 
ibeady  known  as  a  mighty  Prophet.  The  people  had 
heard  of  His  miracles  in  Jerusalem  during  the  Peast  of 
BuBover,  and  "  there  went  out  a  fame  of  Him  thiougSft. 
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all  the  regions  round  about :  and  He  taught  in  their 
synagogues,  being  glorified  of  all." 

2nd  P  01  NT,    A  Nobleman  entreats  our  Lord  to  come 
down  to  Capernaum,  and  heal  his  Child.— On  leaying 
Sychar,  Jesus  came  again  to  Cana  of  Galilee,  where 
He  made  the  water  wine.    At  that  moment  the  son  of  a 
rich  nobleman  in  the  court  of  Herod  lay  sick  of  a  feyer 
in  the  city  of  Capernaum,  about  twelve  miles  off.    The 
anxious  father  had  tried  all  means  of  cure ;  physicians 
had  prescribed  in  Tain;  symptoms  of  death  forbade  all 
hope.    At  length,  as  a  last  resource,  he  bethought  him 
of    the  wonder-working  Prophet  now  at  Cana;  and 
thither  he  hastened.    The  crowd  made  way  for  a  man  d 
his  distinction;  and  he  earnestly  entreated  Jesus  to 
come  down  and  heal  his  son,  for  he  was  at  the  point  of 
death.    It  never  occurred  to  him  that  Christ's  word, 
spoken  at  Cana,  could  heal  the  child  far  off  at  Caper- 
naum ;  he  thought  there  could  be  no  cure  unless  the 
Prophet  came  down  to  his  house.    Our  Lord  knew  his 
imperfect  faith ;  yet  he  was  moved  to  pity  by  his  dis- 
tress.   Still  He  seemed  to  hesitate,  and  replied,  in  wdds 
of  gentle  reproof,  "  Except  ye  see  signs  and  wonders  ye 
will  not  believe.*'    The  father,  intent  on  his  affictian, 
made  no  excuse ;  but  earnestly  entreated,  "  Sir,  come 
down  ere  my  child  die ;"  and  his  prayer  prevailed.  The 
God  of  love  was  the  Lord  of  life,  and  answered, "  Go 
thy  way :  thy  son  liveth." 

'drd  POINT,  The  Child  instantly  restored.-The 
nobleman  trusted  to  the  Saviour's  assurance,  and  went 
his  way.  On  the  instant,  as  by  a  voice  from  heaven, 
those  words,  "  thy  son  liveth,"  wrought  a  miracle  in  the 
child's  sick  chamber  at  Capernaum.  Christ  spake,  and 
it  was  done;  "the  fever  left  him."  The  delighted, 
mother  quickly  despatched  messengers  towards  Cana,  to 
tell  the  news  to  the  troubled  father.  What  language 
can  describe  the  ecstacy  of  his  joy,  when  they  repeated- 
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)recioTi8  words,  "  Thy  son  liveth.*'  "  And  himself 
d,  and  his  whole  house."  They  helieTed  that 
g^as  the  Christ,  sent  by  Grod  for  the  deliverance  of 

Joanna,  the  gratefid  mother  of  the  child,  was 
irds  one  of  those  faithful  women  who  ministered 

Lord  nntil  His  death;  and  was  among  the 
fc  at  the  sepulchre  on  the  morning  of  the  Besur- 
i. 

ord  Jesns  CJhrist,  the  Wise  Physician  of  our  souls 
odies,  we  humbly  praise  and  glorify  Thy  Name. 
Eurt  more  willing  to  give  unto  us  the  healing  balm 
y  presence  than  we  to  ask  the  blessing.  0  raise 
ir  hearts  to  seek  Thy  wisdom  from  above ;  for 
er  we  live  or  whether  we  die,  Thou  hast  created 
edeemed  us;  and  hereafter  Thou  wilt  1^  our 
.  All  blessings  are  Thy  gifts ;  aU  trials  are  from 
ove :  do  with  us,  therefore,  0  Lord,  whatsoever 
pleasest ;  dispose  of  us  as  Thou  knowest  best ;  for 
Chy  merciful  keeping  we  commend  our  souls  and 
J,  all  that  we  are,  and  all  that  we  have.  Protect 
)  beseech  Thee,  under  the  shadow  of  Thy  wings 
ill  temptations  of  our  evil  hearts ;  strengtiien  our 
ons  of  reverence,  adoration,  and  love ;  enlighten 
ttderstandings  to  know  that  the  only  sure  ground 
ppiness,  here  and  hereafter,  is  to  follow  Thee,  the 
the  Truth,  and  the  Life. — Amen^ 
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jfir0t  a^eliftattom 

For  the  Sunday  of  the  Third  Week  after  the  Epiphany. 


OuB  Lord's  Ministbt. 

Ist  POINT,  Cast  out  of  Nazareth.  Preaches  in  the 
Synagogue. — On  leaving  Cana  Jesus  came  to  Nazareth, 
where  He  had  been  brought  up ;  and,  as  His  custom 
was,  He  went  into  the  synagogue  on  the  Sabbath  day. 
Being  now  the  object  of  wonder  to  all,  as  the  great 
worker  of  miracles,  there  was  delivered  into  His  hands 
the  Book  of  the  Prophet  Isaiah,  that  He  might  preafih 
to  the  people.  And  when  He  had  opened  the  book,  He 
found  the  place  where  it  is  written,  "  The  Spirit  of  the 
Ix)rd  is  upon  Me,  because  the  Lord  hath  appointed  Me 
to  preach  good  tidings  unto  the  meek ;  He  hath  sent 
Me  to  bind  up  the  broken-hearted,  to  proclaim  liberty 
to  the  captives,  and  the  opening  of  the  prison  to  them 
that  are  bound ;  to  proclaim  the  acceptable  year  of  the 
Lord."  IsaL  Ixi.  1,  2.  It  was  a  favourite  chapter  of 
Jewish  preachers,  because  so  full  of  special  promises  to 
their  nation.  When,  therefore,  Jesus  began  to  explain 
the  meaning  of  the  prophet,  and  to  say,  '*  This  day  is 
this  Scripture  fulfilled  in  your  ears,"  liie  eyes  of  all  in 
the  synagogue  were  fixed  on  Him ;  they  listened  atten- 
tively, and  "  wondered  at  the  gracious  words  that  pro- 
ceeded out  of  His  mouth." 

2nd  POINT.  The  Nazarenes  are  offended  at  Him.— 
Their  admiration  was  only  for  the  moment ;  they  soon 
grew  weary,  when  they  perceived  that  He  spoke  only  of 
spiritual  blessings,  forgiveness  of  sins,  comfort  to  peni- 
tents, deliverance  from  the  bondage  of  evil  passions, 
and  the  light  of  truth  to  the  blind  of  heart.  All  this 
had  no  charms  for  the  worldly-minded  Nazarenes :  they 
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■ere  too  proud  to  be  admonished  by  one  who  had  lived 
mong  them  in  a  humble  sphere.  They  began  to 
rhisper  one  to  the  other,  "  Is  not  this  Joseph's  Son  ?" 
esus  read  their  thoughts :  He  knew  that  some  great 
airacle  was  expected  of  Him ;  but  no  such  display  of 
ower  would  He  make  to  satisfy  their  unbelief.  He 
eminded  them  of  the  disobedience  of  their  forefathers ; 
ow  God  had  left  Him  to  suffer  from  famine  in  the 
Ays  of  Elijah,  whilst  the  poor  Gentile  widow  of  Sarepta 
nd  her  child  were  miraculously  fed  from  a  barrel  of 
Qeal  and  a  cruse  of  oil ;  and  again  how  Naaman,  the 
jyrian  leper,  was  healed,  whilst  the  lepers  of  Israel 
rere  uncleansed  because  of  the  hardness  of  their  hearts. 

Zrd  POINT,  They  seek  to  kill  Him.-AU  in  the 
jynagogue  understood  the  reproof:  Jesus  charged  them 
with  the  pride  of  their  forefathers ;  He  had  cured  the 
son  of  a  Grentile  nobleman  at  Capernaum,  and  now 
refused  to  do  any  such  miracle  among  His  own  towns- 
men. They  were  suddenly  filled  with  wrath;  and, 
i^ardless  of  all  reverence  due  to  the  Sabbath  or  the 
synagogue,  "  they  rose,  and  thrust  Him  out  of  the  city. 
Mid  led  Him  to  tiie  brow  of  the  hill,  whereon  their  city 
was  built,  that  they  might  cast  Him  down  headlong." 
Vain  was  the  thought !  the  anointed  of  the  Lord  went 
forth  miraculously,  and  unharmed, — in  some  mysterious 
way  making  Himself  invisible ;  thus  giving  them  a  proof 
of  His  Divine  power.  He  left  them  to  their  astonish- 
ment and  rage;  and  "passing  through  the  midst  of 
them  went  His  way."  Alas !  how  many  flatter  them- 
Belves  that  they  love  religion,  and  to  hear  the  word  of 
Ood;  yet  are  foil  of  pride  and  prejudice.  Eemind 
fcem  of  the  strict  principles  of  a  holy  life,  humility, 
Mid  repentance,  and  immediately  they  take  offence. 
Like  the  Nazarenes,  they  would  have  the  preacher 
"speak  smooth  things,  and  prophesy  deceits."  Isai.  xxx. 

10. 
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Prater. 

O  Heavenly  Father,  teach  us  in  a  humble,  contrite 
spirit  to  hearken  to  the  voice  of  Thy  beloved  Son,  that 
we  may  learn  from  His  Divine  doctrines  to  be  meek 
and  humble  minded.  There  are  no  joys  so  pure,  no 
hopes  so  bright,  as  in  Thy  service.  May  this  be  our 
delight,  and  each  heart  be  the  hallowed  shrine  of  Thy 
presence.  In  the  strength  of  the  Holy  Spirit  we  can 
overcome  all  temptations  to  evil.  Grant  unto  us  this 
power  for  His  sake. — Amen, 


-•o*- 


^econti  9^etittattDti. 

For  the  Monday  of  the  Third  Week  after  the  Epiphany. 


The  Call  of  Andrew  and  Pbtbb,  James  and  John. 

\st  POINT,  Capernaum. — Being  thus  rejected  from 
Nazareth,  our  Lord  went  to  Capernaum,  where  He 
afterwards  frequently  abode.  It  was  a  rich  commercial 
city  on  the  lake  of  Gennesareth,  in  a  fertile  land,  pro- 
ducing olives,  grapes,  figs,  com,  and  the  fruits  of 
various  climes.  In  this  immediate  neighbourhood  many 
of  His  most  wonderful  works  were  wrought ;  here  some 
of  His  most  beautiful  parables  were  spoken ;  it  was  the 
centre-point  from  which  He  began  several  of  His  jour- 
neys through  the  towns  and  villages  of  Galilee.  But 
the  inhabitants  were  a  mixed  race  of  traders,  eager  in 
the  pursuit  of  wealth:  they  remained  faithless — un- 
moved by  His  doctrines,  or  the  proofs  of  His  Divine 
power,  daily  exhibited  before  their  eyes.  Therefore  He 
denounced  their  pride,  and  hardness  of  heart,  in  that 
memorable  prophecy  of  woe,  "  Thou  Capernaum,  which 
art  exalted  to  heaven,  shall  be  thrust  down  to  hell." 
Luke  X.  15.    His  words  have  been  fulfilled :  the  rich, 
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ng  city  has  been  swept  away :  no  certain  traces 
o  mark  the  spot  where  it  stood. 

^OINT.  Andrew  and  Peter  called  to  be  dis- 
-When  the  Messiah  prepared  to  enter  on  His 
',  it  was  His  Divine  will  to  choose  to  Himself  a 
faithful  Apostles,  who  should  be  the  earliest 
and  rulers  of  His  Church.  We  have  seen  how 
,  Peter,  and  John,  were  the  first  to  seek  Him 
m  the  Baptist  at  Bethabara  declared  Him  to  be 
imb  of  Grod."  No  donbt,  as  they  afterwards 
their  trade  of  fishermen  on  the  lake  of  Gennes- 
bey  often'  thought,  and  conversed,  of  that  me- 
meeting,  wondering  when  they  should  see  Him 
And  behold,  one  day  He  comes  down  to  the 
th  which  He  had  been  familiar  from  His  early 
it  might  be  at  the  dawn  of  morning,  when  the 
un  sparkled  on  the  waters.  Simon  Peter  and 
are  casting  their  nets  into  the  sea.  They  sud- 
jar  that  voice,  which  they  could  never  forget, 
0  them.  It  is  He,  the  Lamb  of  God !  O  joy  nn- 
8 !  and  listen ;  He  speaks !  "  Follow  Me ;  and  I 
ce  you  fishers  of  men  :'* — to  be  no  longer  fisher- 
he  lake,  but  labourers  in  the  harvest  of  souls  for 
—not  to  steer  their  little  boat,,  but  to  guide  the 
of  Christ,  struggling  in  an  unquiet  world.  And 
way  they  followed  Him. 

OINT,  James  and  John  called  to  be  disciples, 
friend  John  was  a  little  further  on  the  shore 
brother  James,  mending  their  nets  in  a  ship 

jir  father  Zebedee.     Jesus  drew  near  to  them ; 

h.  that  same  gentle  voice  of  love,  He  called  them. 

;way  they  left  their  father  in  the  ship  with  the 

rvants,  and  followed  after  Him.    They  made  no 

sought  no  delay;  but  rose  up  joyfully,  and 
Poor,  rough,  unlettered  men  as  they  were,  they 

"eceive  from  their  future  Master  such  lessons  of 
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Divine  wisdom  as  the  world  had  noTer  dreamed  o£  AH 
dominions  were  in  His  hand ;  and  He  might  have  snr- 
ronnded  Himself  with  kings  and  princes :  but  He  had 
no  need  of  earthly  help ;  He  chose  men  of  low  estate,  to 
show  that  He  loved  the  simple-minded. 

How  often,  0  my  sonl,  hast  thou  heard,  but  neglected 
those  gracious  words  of  thy  Saviour,  "  Follow  Me  !*  In 
vain  He  has  called,  and  thou  hast  refused  the  invitik 
tion.  Couldst  thou  but  once  know  the  joy  of  a  loving 
disciple,  thou  wouldst  leave  all,  and  follow  Him,  like 
James  and  John,  and,  like  them,  find  the  nevei^&Oing 
refreshment  of  His  indwelling  Spirit 

0  Lord  Jesu  Christ,  I  confess  with  shame  and  sonow 
that  vanities  and  coldness  of  heart  have  kept  back  my 
affections  from  Thee.  In  vain  hast  Thou  invited  me  to 
Thy  service,  wherein  the  highest  duty  and  the  greatest 
joy  is  to  love  Thee,  and  in  Thee  to  love  all  mankind. 
0  draw  me  by  Thy  grace  to  follow  the  precepts  of  Thy 
blessed  Apostles  and  Evangelists,  to  make  intercessions 
before  the  Father's  throne  in  Thy  name,  and  by  the 
example  of  a  religious  life  to  draw  others  also  unto 
Thee.  Grant,  Lord,  that  I  may  thus  have  peace  on 
earth,  and  be  received  to  Thy  mercy  hereafter. — Amen, 


■o» 


For  the  Tuesday  of  the  Third  Week  after  the  Epiphany, 


The  Messiah  preaches  the  Gospel. 

Ist  POINT.    Repentance  the  first  step  to  the  King- 
dom of  Heaven. — From  that  time  Jesus  began  to  preach. 
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ay,  "  Bepent,  for  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  is  at 
.  .  The  time  is  fulfilled,  and  the  Kingdom  of 
is  at  hand :  repent  ye,  and  believe  the  (rospel." 
b  the  beginning,  Eepentance  and  Faith  in  Jesns 
re  declared  to  be  the  terms  of  onr  acceptance 
[ren  of  a  Heavenly  Father.  This  also  was  the 
ihe  preaching  of  John  the  Baptist,  "  Eepent  ye. 
Kingdom  of  Heaven  is  at  hand."  Repentance 
new  doctrine  for  the  conversion  of  a  lost  world, 
oud  man  might  be  hnmbled.  Self-love  and 
lause  can  never  prepare  our  hearts  for  the 
of  angels.  We  mnst  travel  ont  of  ourselves  step 
to  Christ  in  a  contrite  spirit,  that  we  may  rest 
hopes  on  His  prevailing  merits  before  the 
i  throne.  They  only  who  have  felt  the  bitter- 
Ei  sinful  heart  can  know  the  sweetness  of  recon- 
i  in  His  paternal  arms.  Oh !  what  Divine  music 
oul  are  the  promises  of  the  Kingdom !  0  that 
i  be  assured  of  my  pardon,  to  be  numbered  with 
3emed,  and  sing  the  heavenly  song ! 

""OINT,  Faith.— Faith  in  Jesus  Christ  is  the 
'  all  our  hopes  for  hereafter — of  all  our  joys  on 
Deprive  an  immortal  spirit  of  this  noble  prin- 
nd  it  is  left  to  wander  in  a  labyrinth  of  per- 
Created  in  the  image  of  Grod,  ttie  soul  has  a 
instinct  that  aspires  perpetually  to  the  fountain 
it  sprung.  It  soars  on  eagle  wings  in  search  of 
osphere  far  higher  than  the  loftiest  tops  of  the 
Under  the  consciousness  that  indwelling  sin 
the  presence  of  the  Grod  of  purity,  it  seeks  con- 
.  and  safety  in  His  own  gift  of  an  Intercessor, 
whosoever  thou  art,  hold  fast  the  blessed  hope 
jffered  to  thee  in  a  crucified  Redeemer :  live  and 
he  full  assurance  of  that  imperishable  promise, 
0  the  penitent  man  from  the  Cross,  "To-day 
ou  be  with  Me  in  Paradise." 

^OINT,    Love. — When  the  God  of  love  created 
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man  in  His  own  image.  He  endued  him  with  the  s 
love,  as  the  mainspring  of  all  true  happiness, 
lost  when  Adam  sinned;  restored  when  Chrisl 
through  the  grace  of  repentance  and  faith.  Love 
one  of  the  Divine  attributes,  is  the  most  powerfi 
the  sweetest  emotion  of  our  nature,  when  it  is  sai 
in  the  heart  by  the  Holy  Ghost.  Whether  in  th 
vidual  soul,  in  the  family  circle,  or  in  the 
societies  of  the  world,  it  lights  them  up  with  < 
that  transcends  all  other  joy.  Coming  from  th 
sures  of  heaven,  it  is  the  crown  of  all  virtues. 
Father  is  Love,  and  Christ  Love,  and  the  Holy 
"  the  fire  of  love,"  and  angels  ministers  of  love 
are  we,  if  we  love  not?  We  cast  away  the  ver; 
of  union  between  ourselves  and  the  assetobhes  of  1 
The  pathway  to  the  golden  Jerusalem  lies  throu 
valley  of  love ;  and  all  who  would  reach  the  *'  gj 
pearl "  must  scatter  round  them  deeds  of  mercy  t 
fellow-creatures,  whom  Christ  loves,  and  gave  I 
for  them. 

0  merciful  Grod,  kindle  within  my  heart  such  i 
of  love,  that  it  may  be  as  a  temple  consecrated  1 
glory.  Grant  me  true  repentance,  a  lively  faith  in 
my  Redeemer,  the  comfort  and  peace  of  the  Holy 
and  fervent  charity  to  all  mankind.  0  make  mj 
continual  sacrifice  of  obedience,  that  it  may  be 
unto  Thee  with  the  prayers  of  all  saints,  an  acce 
incense  upon  the  golden  altar  before  Thy  throne, 
this  for  the  sake  of  Thy  well-beloved  Son. — Ame^ 
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Vednesday  of  the  Third  Week  after  the  Epiphany, 


The  Sermon  on  the  Mount. 

INT.  Miracles  of  healing. — The  fame  of  the 
W9&  spread  throughout  the  land.  Everywhere 
nsed  the  rich  gifts  of  health  and  joy.  Great 
es  from  all  the  towns  and  villages  of  Gralilee, 
•usalem,  Decapolis,  and  from  beyond  Jordan, 
His  path.  *'  They  brought  unto  Him  all  sick 
lat  were  taken  with  divers  diseases  and  tor- 
nd  those  that  were  possessed  with  devils,  and 
ich  were  lunatics,  and  those  that  had  the  palsy : 
ealed  them  all."  Search  the  records  and  books 
age ;  and  nothing  like  this  is  to  be  found  in  the 
f  the  world.  The  Divine  attributes,  and  the 
acuities  of  a  human  soul,  combined  with  the 
ns  of  both  natures  in  the  God-Man — wonderful 
ijesty  of  power,  wonderful  in  the  condescension 

01  NT,  Mount  of  Beatitudes.— The  great  Phy- 
souls  had  a  higher  object  than  merely  to  give 
id  peace  to  sufferers  by  miraculous  cures.  He 
,ther  heal  the  plague  of  their  sinful  hearts  by 

them  the  laws  of  righteousness.  To  raise  their 
3  to  His  Father  in  heaven  was  of  more  value 
than  a  short  release  from  the  sorrows  of  earth. 
w  being  near  to  Capernaum,  and  seeing  the 
les  collected  together,  "He  went  up  into  a 
n,"  and  sitting  down.  He  taught  them.  Behold 
ine  Lawgiver  in  the  midst  of  His  people,  the 
ftters  of  the  lake  of  Gennesareth,  and  the  fertile 

GuLQee  spread  out  before  Bhn.    Contemplate 
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the  beauty,  the  dignity,  the  inexpressible  goodne 
the  Son  of  Man,  as  He  raised  His  hand,  that  all  ^ 
might  be  hushed  to  silence.  Imagine  the  hreat 
attention  of  the  crowds,  as  they  listened  to  His  v 
Most  worthy  they  are  to  be  treasured  up  in  our  n 
ries,  shedding  bright  lights  on  our  path  to  heayen 
promises  of  the  Father's  love.  They  are  words  of  wi 
from  God — like  His  flowers  of  nature,  various  in  c 
and  perfume,  the  more  closely  examined  the  in( 
be  admired. 

3rrf  POINT.  Eight  blessings  on  Christian  virti 
"  And  He  opened  His  mouth,  and  taught  them,  si 
Blessed  are  the  poor  in  spirit,  for  theirs  is  the  Ed 
of  Heaven :"  "  blessed  "  are  they  that  mourn,  an 
meek,  and  they  that  hunger  and  thirst  after  righl 
ness,  the  merciful,  the  pure  in  heart,  the  i)eacenii 
and  those  who  are  persecuted  for  righteousness' 
These  are  the  Christian  virtues  that  make  men  1 
on  earth.  How  far  greater  their  reward  in  he 
"  Joy  in  the  excellency  of  our  glorified  bodies ; . 
the  perfections  of  our  enlarged  souls ;  joy  in  the 
society  of  saints ;  joy  in  the  glorious  company  of  a 
joy  in  the  ravishing  sight  of  our  beloved  Jesus ; 
the  blissful  union  with  the  adorable  Deity.  All 
be  joy,  and  love,  and  peace,  and  all  endure  for  t 
ages."*  The  whole  Sermon  on  the  Mount  is  the  ^ 
of  God  contrasted  with  the  teaching  of  proud 
This  introduction  has  been  called  the  "  Hynm  of 
tudes,"  and  the  "  golden  chain  of  heavenly  promi 

Stager. 

0  gracious  Saviour,  we  are  not  worthy  to  drai 
and  listen  to  Thy  words  of  wisdom.  But  do  Thot 
us  to  seek  Thy  promised  blessings  through  pea 
purity,  meekness,  and  gentleness,  long-sufferin 
bearance,  mercy,  and  love.   These  Christian  grac 

*  The  New  Year's  Gift. 
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rwn  Thyself,  the  Well-spring  and  Fountain  of  the 
rateis  of  life.  O  strengthen  our  weak  resolutions  to 
iDow  in  the  path  which  Thou  hast  ordained,  that  we 
aay  behold  Thy  glory  in  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven, 
rhere  Thou  sittest  enthroned  with  the  eternal  Father, 
Old  the  Holy  Ghost,  to  everlasting. — Amen. 


jfift^  a^eliitation. 

Fur  the  Thursday  of  the  Third  Week  after  the  Epiphany, 

SsBMON  OK  THE  MouNT — continued, 

1st  POINT,  God  a  Heavenly  Father.— Not  less  than 
twelve  times  in  this  Sermon  God  is  represented  to  us 
under  the  endearing  title  of  a  "  Father,"  in  AMiose  love 
re  may  securely  rest.  He  knoweth  what  things  we  have 
leed  of:  He  feeds  the  fowls  of  the  air;  and  arc  we  not 
nuch  better  than  they  ?  "  Ask,  and  it  shall  he  given 
mto  yon ;  seek,  and  ye  shall  find ;  knock,  and  it  shall 
»  opened  unto  you."  Your  Heavenly  Father  "  shall 
dve  good  things  to  them  that  ask  Him."  Hear  tliis,  all 
re  that  mourn,  ye  pure  of  heart,  meek  and  lowly,  ye 
hat  loTe  Christ :  it  is  His  own  gracious  promise.  Ye 
ire  brethren  and  sisters  of  the  Well-beloved  Son,  and 
hrongh  TTim  children  of  God.  Your  prayers,  offered 
n  His  name,  are  wafted  on  angels'  wings  to  the  gates  of 
Seaven. 

2nd  POINT,  The  Lord's  Prayer.— Among  the  vari- 
>iis  lessons  of  wisdom  in  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount,  the 
Divine  Teacher  of  righteousness  did  not  fail  to  enforce 
the  duty  and  comfort  of  pouring  out  our  supplications 
before  the  Father's  throne.  He  gave  to  the  world  a 
perfect  model  of  prater  for  all  ages,  equally  suited  \o 


158  The  Devout  OhriMins  Heip 

the  public  services  of  His  Churchy  to  fajralj,  or  to 
yate  deyotions.  "  After  this  manner^  therefore^  pofj 
ye^ '  OuB  Father  which  abt  ik  heaybn/  "  &o.  In 
uniyersal  prayer  each  one  caDs  upon  Gkxl  88  ''mt] 
Father/'  not  my  Father.  Thus  our  petitions  are  nol 
onrselyes  alone,  but  intercessions  for  others.  We 
all  members  of  one  body  in  Christ  Jesus,  Who  is 
of  His  visible  Church.  All  have  an  interest  in 
prayers  of  all.  Princes  and  their  people,  masters  al 
servants,  rich  and  poor,  pray  for  each  other,  confaomK 
that  all  are  equal  before  (rod,  and  children  of  the  MM 
Heavenly  Father.  This  wide  circle  of  ChristiaB  87m- 
p&thj  gives  life  to  our  devotions :  when  we  pray  lor 
others,  we  realize  in  part  ''  the  Communion  of  Sambs" 
which  we  profess  in  the  Apostles'  Creed.  Great  is  flw 
consolation  of  mourners,  to  know  that  pn^yeis  m 
offered  up  in  all  churches  for  the  sick,  the  helpless,  flw 
desolate,  and  bereaved.  They  who  love  one  anotiur 
feel  assured  that  when  they  pray  for  the  absent,  the 
absent  pray  for  them.  Thus  the  prayers  of  each,  fer  off 
or  near,  imite  with  those  of  many  before  the  Fathers 
throne. 

drd  POINT,  They  who  believe  and  obey  the  word 
of  Christ  build  upon  a  rock. — In  all  our  religious  ser- 
vices, in  fasting  and  prayer,  in  self-denial,  forbearance, 
and  almsgiving,  in  purity  of  thought  and  life,  the 
standard  of  our  obedience  must  be  far  above  the 
customs  of  the  world.  Sincerity  and  truth  are  here 
especially  enforced ;  for  the  eye  of  an  all-seeing  God 
penetrates  the  secret  motives  of  the  hypocrite.  Christ 
would  draw  the  affections  of  the  heart  from  every  vain 
idol,  to  fix  them  on  God,  as  the  source  of  all  joy.  He 
bids  each  one  of  us  to  lay  up  treasure  in  heaven.  The 
rich,  who  deposit  their  wealth  in  the  heavenly  treasure- 
house  by  munificent  gifts  for  the  glory  of  God,  shall 
find  it  again  with  an  hundredfold  interest  in  the  ever- 
lasting  mansions.     Tlie  \v\xEQ\SVa  oSsrov^  <:{l  NSckR^  v^t 
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%re  no  less  accepted ;  and  every  deed  of  charity  brings 
its  own  immediate  reward,  for  it  leads  the  heart  to 
Gk)d.' 

Ghiisfc  has  tanght  ns  in  this  Sermon  that  Eeligion  is 
the  only  sore  foundation  of  all  that  is  generous  and 
noble,  of  social  happiness,  and  of  national  greatness. 
0  that  my  heart  were  truly  brave  and  loyal  to  my 
Heavenly  Master !  then  would  I  fear  no  storm  or  tem- 
pests of  a  scornful  world :  no  hardships  or  pleasures, 
no  vanities  or  temptations,  should  shake  my  purpose  to 
ibade  in  His  laws. 

9ra»ar. 

0  merciful  Grod,  who  by  Thy  beloved  Son  hast  taught 
u  to  pray  to  Thee  as  our  Father  in  Heaven,  give  us 
grace  to  be  steadfast  in  following  the  laws  of  His  Gospel, 
fliat  we  may  come  before  Thee  as  obedient  children. 
Thon  givest  us  food  and  raiment,  and  all  things  need- 
foL  Above  all,  we  praise  Thee  for  the  gift  of  our  Lord 
aid  Saviour  Jesus  Christ.  In  His  Name  we  offer  all 
oar  prayers:  on  Thee  we  cast  all  our  care,  knowing 
ihat  Thou  carest  for  us.  0  grant  us  faith  to  build  all 
Ofur  hopes  on  Him,  the  true  Rock  of  our  salvation: 
laise  our  hearts  to  Thy  Kingdom  in  Heaven,  there  to 
ky  up  treasures  by  deeds  of  love  to  all  in  need.  So  shall 
we  inherit  the  promised  beatitudes  in  Thy  glorious 
.  presence. — Amen, 


For  the  Friday  of  the  Third  Week  after  the  Epiphany. 


Tei  Cube  op  the  Man  possessed  with  an  Unclean 

Spirit. 

hi  POINT.    His  sufferings.— Shortly  after  the  Ser- 
Bxm  on  the  Mount,  the  Messiah  being  in  the  synagogvio 
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at  Capernaum,  whilst  He  was  preachmg  to  tb 
the  powers  of  hell  were  moved  within  a  ] 
demoniac^  who  was  possessed  with  an  nncles 
His  voice  was  compelled  to  utter  the  though 
devil  within  him ;  and  he  cried  aloud,  "  Let  i 
what  have  we  to  do  with  Thee,  Thou  Jesus 
reth?  Art  Thou  come  to  destroy  us?  I  know  [ 
Thou  art,  the  Holy  One  op  God."  Already  Sa 
boded  the  downfall  of  his  spiritual  reign; 
before,  in  the  wilderness,  tempting  Him,  "  If 
the  Son  of  God,"  but  fearing  His  power,  "  A 
come  to  destroy  us  ?" 

2nd  POINT,      The  devil    cast  out— The 
Deliverer  put  the  fiend  at  once  to  silence :  ii 
of  stem  command  He  said,  "  Hold  thy  peace,  s 
out  of  him."    The  devil,  coiled  round  the  inmc 
ties  of  the  man,  was  compelled  to  loose  his  1 
hated  tyranny  was  at  an  end :  the  voice  was 
of  Grod,  against  which  there  was  no  appeal, 
all  the  envenomed  malice  of  a  demon,  he  tore  h 
man ;  and  when  he  had  thrown  him  down  in  t 
and  cried  with  a  loud  voice,  he  came  out  of  h 
in  the  synagogue  were  struck  with  amazen 
awe :  they  questioned  among  themselves,  "  V 
thing  is  this  ?  for  with  authority  and  power 
mandeth  the  unclean  spirits,  and  they  obey  Hi 

Srd  POINT.  The  evil  spirit  within  the  £ 
sinner. — This  spiritual  possession  of  the  demo 
type  of  the  fearful  tyranny  of  sin  over  the  fa 
of  man,  perverting  his  whole  moral  nature,  c] 
the  image  of  God.  Thus  the  sinner,  no  longer  i 
himself,  is  hurried  on,  step  by  step,  againsi 
conscience,  and  his  own  will,  to  degradation  an 
He  is  self-banished  from  the  brightness  of  his  ] 
Father's  face,  having  yielded  himself  to  the  bo 
Satan. 

•This  merciftd  display  of  our  Lord's  power 
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nn  of  evil  represents  the  great  purpose  of  His 
5  on  earth,  to  deliver  man  from  his  lost  condition, 
3ing  no  more  a  slave  to  sin,  he  should  rejoice  in 
ease  from  so  vile  a  captivity.  0  then,  shall  this 
)h  of  our  Saviour  profit  us  nothing  ?  Shall  we 
yield  ourselves  bondsmen  of  iniquity?  Nay, 
let  us  stand  fast  (as  St.  Paul  exhorts  us)  in  the 
wherewith  Christ  has  made  us  free.  Let  us 
3  be  clothed  in  the  whole  armour  of  God,  that  we 
1  every  conflict  be  true  to  our  Prince. 

glory  to  Thee,  0  mighty  Captain  of  my  salvation, 
ly  victory  over  sin,  and  Satan,  and  eternal  death, 
i^y  hands  I  commit  my  poor  feeble  nature.  Keep 
)m  the  power  of  evil  affections  by  Thy  presence 
1  my  soul,  that  I  maybe  strengthened  in  my  daily 
re  against  the  lusts  of  the  flesh,  and  the  pride  of 
Thy  name.  Thy  blessed  name,  0  Jesus,  shall  put 
;ht  these  enemies  of  my  safety,  and  gain  for  me 
ictory.  I  will  press  forward  to  the  crown  which 
dost  promise  to  all  who  are  conquerors  through 
;  and  offer  it  before  Thy  throne,  as  the  gift  of  Thy 
ill-prevailing  grace. — Amen. 


tlte  Saturday  of  the  Third  Week  after  the  Epiphavy. 


The  Lepee  cleansed. 

5<  POINT.  He  seeks  a  cure  at  the  feet  of  Jesus.  — 
the  Messiah  journeyed  through  Galilee,  coming  to  a 
ain  city,  "  a  man  full  of  leprosy  fell  on  his  face,  oncV 
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worshipped  Him,  saying,  'Lord,  if  Thou  wilt,  Thor 
canst  make  me  clean/ "  This  foul  disease  of  leprosy 
perhaps  the  most  dreadful  to  which  man's  physical  natuK 
could  be  subject,  was  regarded  by  the  Jews  with  pecu- 
liar abhorrence.  It  legally  excluded  the  sufferer  from 
the  services  of  the  Church,  and  the  society  of  his  fellow 
men ;  wherever  he  went  he  was  to  proclaim  his  own 
misery,  crying  out,  "  Unclean,  unclean,"  that  all  others 
might  avoid  the  contagion. 

2nd  POINT.  He  is  cured.— By  faith  the  afflictedman 
turned  to  the  true  fount  of  healing :  he  fell  down  and 
worshipped  the  Divine  Physician.  Jesus  was  moved  to 
pity :  no  form  of  disease  was  too  impure  for  His  conde- 
scension. He  put  forth  His  hand,  and  touched  him, 
saying,  "  I  will ;  be  thou  clean."  The  virtue  of  thai 
touch  gave  new  life  and  vigour  to  the  leper's  whok 
frame;  immediately  he  was  cleansed.  Jesus  com- 
manded him  to  go  and  show  himself  to  the  priest,  and 
make  an  offering  to  God,  as  an  acknowledgment  of  hffi 
cleansing.  Gro,  and  do  thou  likewise,  0  my  soul ;  preseni 
thyself  before  the  Lord's  anointed  priest ;  make  known 
to  him  thy  sorrows,  and  receive  consolation :  he  will 
lead  thee  to  the  holy  altar,  where  thou  shalt  offer  th« 
mystical  sacrifice  of  Christ's  most  blessed  Body  and 
Blood,  and  receive  pardon  and  peace. 

Srd  POINT.  The  Leprosy  of  Sin.— The  unclean 
condition  of  the  leper  is  a  figure  of  the  sad  defilemeni 
of  a  sinner  in  the  sight  of  a  holy  God.  Sin  is  a  loath- 
some disease  of  the  soul :  it  taints  all  the  heavenlj 
affections  of  an  immortal  spirit.  Conscience  cries  aloud 
"  Unclean,  unclean."  His  only  refuge  of  hope  is  Chris* 
the  Divine  Ecdeemer.  He  hath  a  healing  balm  fo^ 
every  wound.  Eepent,  therefore,  and  turn  to  Bin 
under  a  deep  sense  of  thy  needs;  kneel  and  worshi] 
Him ;  cry,  in  all  the .  bitterness  of  self-condemnation 
"  Lord,  if  Thou  wilt.  Thou  canst  make  me  clean."  X 
thy  penitence  is  sincere,  and  thou  hast  faith  in  Hino 
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whisper  to  thee,  "  I  will ;  be  thou  clean."  0 
Bakable  of  a  loving  Father's  forgiveness !  bitter 
the  remembrance  of  the  past ;  but  sweet  the 
of  the  parental  arms ;  peaceful  the  hope  of  a 
Titure. 

"  Sweet  ti'uth  to  me ! 
I  shall  arise, 
And  with  these  eyes 
My  Saviour  see/' 

it  gracious  Father,  we  praise  and  glorify  Thee 
ptft  of  Thy  only  Son  the  Physician  of  souls,  that 
might  be  healed  of  their  offences,  and  restored 
avouT.  Wonderful  love !  that  He  should  stoop 
them  from  the  ground,  cleanse  the  lepers,  and 
diseases  of  all  who  but  touched  His  garment. 
J  down,  amazed  at  the  heavenly  mystery,  that 
Jd  take  our  sins  upon  Him,  and  bear  our  chas- 
1;  in  His  own  Body  on  the  Tree  (1  Peter  ii.  24). 
t  this  love  be  lost  on  us  1  Soften  our  hearts  to 
sense  of  Thy  goodness,  that  we  may  daily  sing 
ders  of  Thy  grace,  and  through  His  merits  be 
ir  admitted  to  join  in  the  hallelujahs  of  angels  to 
ry,  0  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost. — Amen, 
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For  the  Sunday  of  the  Fourth  Week  after  the  Epip. 


The  Man  Sick  of  the  Palsy. 

1st  POINT,  Our  Lord  praying  on  the  mou 
—The  wide-spread  reports  of  Christ's  miracles 
multitudes  of  sick  to  Capernaum ;  "  and  He  lai 
hands  on  them  all,  and  healed  them."  Short  wer 
hours  of  repose.  "  Rising  up  a  great  while  before 
He  went  out,  and  departed  into  a  sohtary  plac< 
there  prayed."  He  retreated  from  the  tumult  < 
city,  and  the  applause  of  men,  to  commune  with 
The  place  was  solitary ;  But  He  was  not 
(John  viii.  16).  He  was  with  the  Father  and  the 
Spirit,  in  the  imion  of  the  blessed  Three  in  On 
great  mystery  is  this !  Let  us  take  comfort  froi 
own  most  precious  words,  that  we  may  also  thus  r 
from  outward  things,  and  be  alone  and  one  with  ' 
(John  xiv.  16-17,  and  xvii.  20-21).  "  Through  Hi 
have  access  by  One  Spirit  unto  the  Father "  (E] 
18).  Loneliness  ceases  when  we  enter  into  conmn 
with  heaven. 

2nd  POINT.  The  palsied  man  brought  before 
— The  disciples  went  in  search  of  their  Divine  M 
and  found  out  His  retreat.  When  he  came  down 
the  mountain  there  was  brought  unto  Him  a  maE 
of  the  palsy,  lying  on  a  bed,  helpless,  weak, 
languishing.  The  poor  man  was  laid  at  the  feet  o 
compassionate  Saviour,  Who  was  moved  to  pity  I 
imploring,  anxious  look,  his  sunken  cheeks,  thin, 
hands,  his  fixed,  hollow  eye.  He  spoke  words  of 
fort  to  him,  "  Son,  be  of  good  cheer ;  thy  sins  be 
given  thee."  He  would  have  all  to  know  that  the 
of  sin  was  a  worse  malady  than  that  of  the  body 


idst  of  them,  and  speaks  with  authority  the 
argivenese.    0  wonderful  gift  of  God  to  sitifal 
tdoa  I — iu  that  one  word  m;  soul  shall  fiod  re- 
te  boBom  of  my  Saviour. 
'OINT.     The  cure.— Knowing  their   secret 

the  Messiah  said  unto  them,  "Wherefore 
ye  in  jour  hearts  ?  Whether  is  easier,  to  say 
.  be  forgiven  thee ;'  or  to  say, '  Rise  and  walk  f 
ye  may  know  that  the  Son  of  man  hath  power 
3  sins,"  then  turning  to  the  sick  man.  He 
I  say  unto  thee,  '  Arise,  and  take  up  thy  bed, 
to  thine  house.' "    In  an  instant  the  vigorous 

life  throbbed  through  his  palsied  limbs ; 
jtely  he  arose,  took  up  his  bed,  and  went  forth 
stn  all."  Thus  the  healing  of  the  body  followed 
le  soul— both  perfected  by  the  Word  of  Wis- 
he  multitiides  were  amazed  and  Med  with 
i  glorified  God." 

er,  whosoever  thou  art,  seest  thou  not  thine 
Dblance  to  this  sick  man  ?  dost  thou  not  feel 
lesB  of  thy  palsied  affections,  making  "the 
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and  everlasting  life.    Thou  knowest  how  long  my  de- 
sires have  been  kept  down  to  the  earth,  so  that  they 
cannot  rise  to  the  blessedness  of  Thy  presence.    I  bow 
before  Thy  throne  in  the  name  of  Thy  well-beloved 
Son.    I  plead  His  merits,  and  Thine  own  free  love,  and 
promises,  for  help  in  my  infirmity.    0  strengthen  the 
weak  hands,  and  confinn  the  feeble  knees  of  Thy  se^ 
vant.    Hast  Thou  not  said  to  the  fearful  of  heart,  "Be 
strong,  fear  not;  behold,  your  God  will  come  withare- 
compence :  He  will  come  and  save  you?"  (Isa.  xxxv.  4). 
0  Lord,  I  am  weary  of  sin :  raise  my  palsied  affections 
unto  Thee  in  holy  love ;  that  my  heart  may  rejoice,  and 
my  tongue  sing  Thy  glory. — Amen. 


■•o»- 


For  the  Monday  of  the  Fourth  Week  after  the  Epiphany. 


In  Jerusalem. 

1st  POINT,  The  Pool  of  Bethesda.— About  this 
time  it  pleased  our  Lord  to  attend  another  Passover  in 
Jerusalem.  And  he  came  to  the  pool  of  Bethesda,  or 
"House  of  mercy,"  close  to  the  Temple.  The  very 
name  was  appropriate  to  the  compassionate  Messiah, 
from  whom  all  mercies  flow:  even  now  His  purpose 
was  a  work  of  mercy.  There  He  found,  lying  in  the 
five  porches,  or  covered  ways,  "  a  great  multitude  of 
impotent  folk,  of  blind,  halt,  withered,  waiting  for  the 
moving  of  the  water.  For  an  angel  went  down  at  a 
cert^n  season  into  the  pool,  and  troubled  the  water: 
whosoever  then  first,  after  the  troubling  of  the  water, 
stepped  in,  was  made  whole  of  whatsoever  disease  he 
had." 

The  pool  of  Bethesda  is  a  type  of  the  holy  font  (H 
Baptism,    The  crowd  of  sick  and  withered  represents 
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various  classes  of  men,  tainted  With  original  sin. 
The  angel  is  a  symbol  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  the  only 
fountain  of  Divine  favour,  that  all  who  are  washed  in 
the  healing  waters  of  regeneration,  may  be  restored  to 
a  state  of  grace.    This  is  the  new  birth  imto  righteous- 
ness, mercifully  provided  for  the  children  of  Grod.    0 
that  I  may  watch  and  pray  to  be  kept  pure  from  the 
defilement  of  sin,  that  I  lose  not  the  rich  inheritance  of 
my  baptism. 

2nd  POINT,  Jesus  restores  a  cripple  to  health. — 
In  this  crowd  of  sick  there  was  one  poor  cripple,  whose 
case  seemed  almost  hopeless.  Jesus  knew  that  he  had 
now  been  eight-and-thirty  years  afflicted.  Looking  upon 
him  with  pity,  as  he  lay  upon  his  pallet.  He  said,  "  Wilt 
thou  be  made  whole  ?"  The  dignity  of  His  demeanour, 
that  look  of  benevolence,  the  very  tone  of  that  gentle 
voice,  inspired  the  sufferer  with  reverence.  He  replied, 
"  Sir,  I  have  no  man,  when  the  water  is  troubled,  to  put 
me  into  the  pool :  but  while  I  am  coming,  another 
steppeth  down  before  me."  A  short,  sad  statement  of  his 
case !  but  a  few  words  of  the  Divine  Physician  were  an 
infallible  cure,  *'  Rise,  take  up  thy  bed,  and  walk."  He 
was  at  once  restored;  and  went  joyfully  forth  before 
them  all,  bearing  his  own  bed. 

Srd  POINT,  He  declares  Himself  to  be  the  Son  of 
Grod.— Now  that  day  was  the  Sabbath :  and  when  the 
rulers  heard  of  Christ's  miracle,  which  they  presumed 
to  say  was  a  breach  of  Grod's  law,  they  sought  to  slay 
Him.  They  had  long  waited  for  some  accusation 
(gainst  Him,  being  jealous  of  His  growing  influence 
among  the  people:  they  remembered  too  well  the  day 
when  He  had  driven  them  out  of  the  Temple.  He  had 
no  fears  for  His  personal  safety ;  His  hour  was  not  yet 
come.  In  reply  to  the  charge  of  profaning  the  Sabbath, 
He  calmly  said,  "  My  Father  workoth  liitherto ;  and  I 
work."  The  God  of  nature  doth  not  cease  to  be  merci- 
ful on  the  Sabbath  day;  neither  do  I.     The  rvxieis  ^*t 
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once  perceived  that  He  claimed  to  Himself  the  attributes 
of  the  Highest.  "  Therefore  they  sought  the  more  to 
kill  Him,  because  He  had  not  only  broken  the  Sabbath, 
but  said  also  that  God  was  HisFather,  making  Himself 
equal  with  Gkni/'  He  did  so  :  and  this  is  the  groimd 
of  our  faith,  that  He  who  was  the  excellency  of  truiii 
and  hohness  declared  Himself  to  be  One  with  the 
Father.  He  it  was  Who  ordained  a  happy  day  of  rest 
from  the  labours  of  the  earth,  to  be  sanctified  by  worb 
of  charity.  Beyond  all  other  thoughts  of  joy  is  the 
assurance,  that  He  has  prepared  a  rest  for  the  people 
of  God  in  heaven — an  eternal  Sabbath,  which  they  shall 
celebrate  before  the  throne  of  Grod,  and  of  the  Lamb. 

Sraijer. 

0  most  loving  Saviour,  the  fountain  of  all  goodness, 
what  contradictions  didst  Thou  endure  from  bad  men 
on  earth ! — persecuted  to  death  for  giving  life  to  the 
world ;  repaid  by  cruelty  for  works  of  compassion ;  re- 
viled as  a  blasphemer  for  setting  forth  the  glory  of 
God !  Yet  Thou  wast  ever  patient  when  wrongfully  re- 
buked, returning  love  for  hatred— miracles  of  mercy 
for  scorn.  0  teach  us  day  by  day  to  live  after  Thy 
Divine  example  of  meekness,  forbearance,  and  long- 
suffering,  as  disciples  of  a  crucified  Master.    Amen. 


•o* 


Cflirli  a^elif ration. 

For  the  Tuesday  of  the  Second  Week  after  the  Epiphany. 


The  Messiah  claims  Divine  Attributes. 

1st  POINT,  Equal  with  God.— And  now  Jesus  re- 
peated again  and  again  the  great  mystery  of  His  God- 
head in  that  string  of  golden  sentences,  recorded  in  the 


her  judgeth  no  man."  Moreover,  He  promises 
tang  life  to  all  who  hear  His  word,  and  believe  in 
'  they^shall  not  come  into  condemnation,  but  are 
from  death  unto  life."  Go,  di-aw  the  curtains  of 
;  man's  bed ;  whisper  this  assurance  in  his  ear ; 
)uld  he  barter  it  for  the  wealth  and  honours  of 
3le  world? 

POINT.  The  raising  of  the  dead  in  the  Last 
Our  Lord  then  declared  to  the  Rulers  that  they 

see  greater  miracles  than  any  He  had  yet 
it — the  dead  would  hear  His  voice,  and  live — 
s  and  others  were  to  be  raised.  Seeing  their 
hment.  He  said,  "  Marvel  not  at  this :  for  the 
coming,  in  the  which  all  that  are  in  their  graves 
3ar  the  voice  of  the  Son  of  God,  and  shall  come 
they  that  have  done  good  unto  the  resurrection  ' 

and  they  that  have  done  evil  unto  the  resurrec- 
damnation."  This  mystery  of  the  Last  Judgment 
p^ond  the  understanding  of  the  Jews :  it  was  one 
secrets  of  Divine  providence,  reserved  for  the 
ion  of  Christ,  Who  came  to  make  all  things 
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Son  of  God. — Continuing  the  discottrse  in  the  Temple, 
our  Lord  still  endeavoured  to  convince  His  enemieB 
that  He  was  their  promised  Messiah.  In  aU  meeknefis 
and  forbearance  He  pleads  with  them ;  by  every  per- 
suasive argument  endeavours  to  overcome  their  preju- 
dice and  unbelief.  .  He  appeals  to  the  testimony  of  the 
Father,  who  by  a  voice  from  heaven  had  declared, 
"  This  is  My  beloved  Son,  in  whom  I  am  well  pleased.*' 
Then  He  points  to  His  own  miracles  in  Jerusalem,  and 
everywhere  in  Galilee.  He  reminds  them  that  John  the 
Baptist,  whom  they  believed  to  be  a  prophet,  had  borne 
witness  that  He  was  the  Lamb  of  God,  come  from  heaven, 
sent  from  God,  endued  with  all  the  fulness  of  the  Spirit, 
having  all  things  given  into  His  hand  by  the  Father 
(John  iii.  31-36).  Lastly,  he  declared  that  Moses  wrotB 
of  Him  as  the  Prophet  like  unto  himself,  the  great  De- 
liverer of  the  chosen  of  Grod. 

Hear  this,  all  ye  who  desire  to  be  at  peace  under  the 
Almighty  wings:  rejoice  in  your  faith.  HeWho^was 
dead  and  buried,  and  rose  again  from  the  grave,  hatii 
ascended  to  His  throne  in  the  sight  of  angels.  He  is 
gone  to  prepare  a  place  for  you  in  the  many  mansions 
of  His  Father's  house ;  and  will  come  again  to  recei've 
you  unto  Himself  (John  xiv.  2-3). 

All  praise  and  glory  be  unto  Thee,  0  Heavenly 
Father,  for  the  most  precious  gift  of  thy  dear  Son,  otff 
Lord  and  Saviour,  to  fulfil  Thy  eternal  purposes  of  lo^ 
to  man. — Amen, 

0  blessed  Jesus,  Lamb  of  God,  Son  of  the  Father,  ^ 
steadfastly  believe  that  Thou  reignest  in  Majesty  froitt 
everlasting.  0  grant  that  when  the  dead  shall  hear 
Thy  voice,  and  stand  before  the  judgment-seat,  we  may 
be  found  among  the  happy  spirits  redeemed  by  Thine 
own  sacrifice  on  the  Cross.  ^Amen. 

0  Holy  Spirit,  One  with  the  Father  and  the  Son, 
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t  onr  souls  with  Thy  gifts  of  love  and  faith,  that 
hTis  strengthened  and  refreshed  day  by  day,  we 
re  unto  Thee  in  the  light  of  Thy  truth. — Amen. 


Wednesday  of  the  Fourth  Week  after  the  Epiphany, 


The  Sabbath. 

""OINT.  Christ  the  Lord  of  the  Sabbath.— The 
in  Jerusalem,  wondering  at  the  solemn  words  of 
jssiah,  refrained  from  their  usual  violence  against 
They  waited  some  better  opportunity  to  effect 
iirpose :  He  was  allowed  to  depart.  But  whither- 

He  turned  His  steps,  they  set  spies  upon  Him. 
in  His  retired  walks  in  the  country  the  envious 
ees  watched  for  occasions  of  reproach.  Thus, 
'  afterwards,  on  His  way  to  Galilee,  as  He  went 
h  the  corn-fields  on  the  Sabbath  day,  when  they 
is  disciples  pluck  the  ears  of  com,  and  eat,  rub- 
lem  in  their  hands,  they  intruded  upon  him  with 
tions  of  breaking  the  Sabbath—as  if  such  an  act 
be  contrary  to  the  law  of  a  gracious  God,  Who 
3ut  the  bounties  of  the  earth  for  the  use  of  His 
pes.  But  their  malice  was  quickly  turned  to 
wn  confusion.  He  asserted  His  supremacy  over 
igs,  as  the  Divine  Lawgiver,  in  those  memorable 

"  The  Sabbath  was  made  for  man,  not  man  for 
bbath ;  therefore  the  Son  of  man  is  Lord  also 
Sabbath." 

Ski  my  soul  may  rejoice  at  each  return  of  the  day 
,  to  be  occupied  in  prayer  and  praise,  in  the 
of  Holy  Scripture,  and  in  the  services  of  the 
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2nd  POINT,  The  man  with  a  withered  hai 
Not  long  after  this  the  Scribes  and  Pharisees  were 
to  silence  on  another  like  occasion.  As  the  Me 
was  teaching  on  the  Sabbath  day  in  some  synagi 
there  was  a  man  whose  hand  was  withered, 
watched  Him,  hoping  to  find  an  accusation  ag 
Him.  He  read  their  thoughts ;  but  at  once  comma 
the  man  to  stand  forth  in  the  midst.  Then  tui 
to  them,  He  said,  "  I  will  ask  you  one  thing ;  is  it 
ful  on  the  Sabbath  days  to  do  good,  or  to  do  evi 
save  life,  or  to  lose  it  ?"  But  they  held  their  p 
Being  grieved  for  the  hardness  of  their  hearts 
looked  round  upon  them  with  anger :  "  Stretch 
thy  hand,"  he  said  in  a  voice  of  authority:  an 
stretched  it  forth.  The  very  act  proved  his  c 
"  his  hand  was  restored  whole  as  the  other."  Bl( 
are  all  those  who  know  the  pure  and  holy  joy  of  in 
ing  their  Divine  Master  in  deeds  of  mercy  on  His 
special  day.  They  scarcely  know  how  good 
amiable  they  appear  in  His  sight :  not  the  least  a 
love  shall  be  forgotten  before  Him  in  the  Day  ol 
Glory.  They  shall  find  an  eternal  Sabbath  in 
heavenly  Jerusalem. 

3rd  POINT.  The  day  of  rest  a  Divine  ordinam 
mercy. — Our  Lord  s  constant  observance  of  the  Sal 
is  very  remarkable.  Everywhere  He  taught  in 
synagogues,  showiag  by  His  example  that  it  was  a 
day  of  rest,  so  ordained  from  the  beginning,  and  i 
law  of  Moses.  Since  His  glorious  resurrection 
the  grave  on  the  first  day  of  the  week,  that  has 
our  Christian  Sabbath— "the  Lord's  Day,"  conseci 
to  His  service  and  glory — ^the  poor  man's  privilege 
birthright,  when  he  may  enjoy  repose  from  laboi 
commune  with  His  God,  as  David  loved  to  do ;  "  ] 
glad  when  they  said  unto  me, '  Let  us  go  into  the  h 
of  the  Lord.' " 
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Prater. 

enly  Father,  Thy  merciful  goodness  endureth 
We  praise  Thee  for  Thy  gracious  appoint- 
me  day  in  seven,  wherein  Thy  people  may 
magnify  Thy  name  in  praise  and  thanksgiv. 
join  in  the  offering  of  the  most  precious  Body 
L  of  Thy  beloved  Son.  May  we  always  rejoice 
t  holy  in  the  bond  of  love  and  charity,  in 
)f  His  glorious  resurrection  from  the  dead, 
congregations  of  Thy  saints  below  join  the 
1  angels  above  in  their  songs,  hymns,  and 
3.  Let  earth,  and  the  highest  heavens  declare 
r,  0  eternal  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost. — 


-•«•- 


lursday  of  the  Fourth  Week  after  the  Epiphany, 


The  Twelve  Apostles  chosen. 

^NT,  Our  Lord  again  in  prayer  all  night  on 
n. — ^^\^e  have  lately  seen  that  our  Lord  in  the 
ning  departed  into  a  solitary  place  to  pray, 
again  He  went  up  into  a  mountain,  and  con- 
night  in  prayer  to  God.  No  tongue  of  men 
can  declare  the  nature  of  that  spiritual  com- 
etween  the  man  Jesus  Christ  on  earth,  and 
il  Father  in  heaven.  With  all  reverence  we 
re,  that,  wearied  as  He  was  amidst  the  unbe- 
ontradiction  of  men,  He  sought  refreshment 
)m  of  the  Father.  Doubtless  he  prayed  for 
les  He  was  about  to  choose,  and  sanctify  to 

INT,    The  twelve  Apostles.— It  was  fitting 
anointed  King   of  the  kingdom  of  heaven 
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should  have  His  attendants  to  serve  Him  during  His 
ministry  on  earth,  and  be  instructed  in  the  mysteries  of 
His  Gospel.  Living  constantly  in  His  presence,  learn- 
ing day  by  day  from  His  perfect  example  the  virtnes 
that  were  to  adorn  the  Christian  character,  they  would 
be  prepared  after  His  resurrection  to  preach  the  glad 
tidings  of  pardon  and  peace  to  a  fallen  world.  Thar 
names  were  already  written  in  heaven  (Luke  x.  20), 
though  they  knew  it  not.  Of  His  own  free  favour  Hb  , 
elected  them  to  their  sacred  office,  as  He  afterwardi 
said  to  them,  "I  know  whom  I  have  chosen"  (John 
xiii.  10,  XV.  6).  "  Ye  have  not  chosen  Me ;  but  I  haie 
chosen  you." 

Srcl  POINT.  Their  names.— Having  continued 
through  the  night  in  prayer,  when  it  was  day,  "He 
called  unto  Him  His  disciples,  whom  He  would,  and 
they  came  unto  Him  " — probably  one  by  one,  as  He 
summoned  them  by  name.  These  were  Andrew  and 
his  brother  Peter,  James  and  John  (sons  of  Zebedee), 
Philip,  Nathanael  (called  also  Bartholomew),  Matthew 
(called  Levi),  Thomas,  James  the  less  (son  of  Alphseus), 
Simon  Zelotes,  Jude  (son  of  Alphseus),  and  Judas 
Iscariot,  the  traitor.  These  were  the  Twelve  chosen 
disciples,  "whom  He  also  named  Apostles ;"  ordained" 
to  be  with  Him,  and  that  He  should  send  them  to 
preach,  and  to  have  power  to  heal  sickness,  and  to  ctffc 
out  devils.  All  most  blessed,  except  Judas,  "  the  son  of  ■ 
perdition ;"  all  bound  in  a  mutual  pledge  of  love  and 
devotion  to  their  Divine  Master. 


^rajjo:. 

0  Almighty  Eedeemer,  all  love,  all  glory  be  to  Thee 
for  the  appointment  of  apostles  and  evangelists,  to 
make  known  to  repentant  sinners  the  glad  tidings  of 
pardon,  that  they  might  be  turned  from  the  shadows  of 
darkness  to  Thy  glorious  light.    Create  in  me,  0  Lord, 
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mind,  to  follow  their  doctrines  and  example, 
?  with  them,  and  all  saints,  in  the  communion 
nd  praise,  my  unworthy  name  may,  through 
r,  be  found  written  in  heaven.     Alas !  how 

I  refused  to  listen  to  Thy  loving  invitations ! 
orthy  to  be  called  the  very  least  of  Thy  dis- 
t  now  with  my  whole  heart  I  humbly  desire 

II  my  affections  into  obedience  to  Thy  law. 
3y  the  power  of  Divine  grace,  lest  I  be  a 
Thee,  my  liege  Lord,  and  by  sin  crucify 
1.  0  rather  may  I  follow  Thee  in  the  path 
Dved  disciple,  and  be  permitted  to  lean  on 
I— there  to  be  kindled  to  a  flame  of  adoring 


'ridaij  of  the  Fourth  Week  after  the  Epiphauy. 

The  Sermon  on  the  Plain. 

'AT.    Our  Lord  continues  to  work  miracles. 

lo  was  come  down  from  the  mountain.  He 

^eat  concourse  of  people  below,  anxiously 

Him.     "The  multitude  sought  to    touch 

there  went  a  virtue  out  of  Him;  and  He 

im  all."      We  are  so   familiar  with  these 

racles,  wrought  by  the  power  of  the. Holy 

►cecding  from  the  Father  and  from  Himself, 

•0  often  read  them  without  being  touched  to 

But  what  must  be  the  deep  feelings  of  the 

Indian,  when  for  the  first  time  he  hears  the 

tory !    With  what  longings  must  he  desii-e  to 

0  of  the  wonderful  Being,  Whose  very  word 

to  the  blind,  made  the  lame  to  walk,  and  the 

speak!     How  great  his  wonder  to  be  toVd. 
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that  He  was  the  Son  of  the  great  Deity,  Whom  he  hea 
in  the  thunder-clond,  and  beholds  in  the  eclipse ! 

2nd  POINT,  The  Sermon.--Ahd  Jesns  stood 
the  plain :  and  seeing  the  multitudes,  He  taught  the 
in  a  discourse,  which  is  called  the  "Sermon  on  tl 
Plain."  It  is  sufficiently  varied  frgm  the  Sermon  on  tl 
Mount  to  show  that  it  is  another ;  yetiti)erfectly  agre 
in  teaching  the  same  laws  of  a  holy,  devoted,  sd 
denying  life,  which  is  indeed  Christ's  own  life— set  fori 
in  His  own  most  perfect  example,  as  the  pattern  of  a 
goodness.  If  we  would  be  like  Him,  we  must  love  a 
mankind,  be  they  enemies  or  friends,  be  they  wanderin 
in  error,  or  steadfast  to  the  truth,  virtuous  or  sinners. 

3rd  POINT.  Woe  to  the  lovers  of  the  world.-I 
contrast  with  the  blessings  promised  by  our  Lord  t 
the  poor,  to  the  hungry,  to  mourners,  and  to  thos 
who  suffer  reproach  for  His  sake,  this  Sermon  denounce 
four  "  woes  "  on  the  rich,  on  luxurious  livers,  scoffen 
and  men  famous  ia  their  generation,  crowned  with  th 
applause  of  the  world.  Strange  did  these  wamiDg 
sound  in  the  ears  of  the  Jews :  and  no  less  strange  the 
may  sound  now  to  many  lovers  of  revelry,  and  & 
who  seek  happiness  in  the  vanities  of  the  world,  forgel 
ful  of  God.  They  who  delight  in  their  riches,  ihei 
luxuries,  their  laughter,  and  the  worthless  admiratio 
of  their  fellow-men,  find  always  a  canker-worm  at  th 
root,  that  embitters  and  withers  them.  The  Grospel  i 
rich  in  promise — no  less  precious  for  its  wamingi 
Pointing  the  road  to  true  happiness,  it  plucks  awa 
from  the  downward  path  of  vice  all  its  artificii 
flowers.  It  tells  you  that  religion  makes  the  heart 
palace  of  pleasures :  that  sin  defiles  and  saddens  r 
Yet  such  is  the  power  of  the  flesh,  and  of  the  work 
that  the  spirit  of  man  is  fast  bound  in  their  entangk 
ments.  Christ  came  to  make  him  free.  Rise  up  thei 
0  my  soul ;  shake  off  the  chains  of  that  cruel  tyrani 
Self  ;  turn  to  the  loving  Saviour,  and  thou  shalt  b 
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ed  from  the  bondage  of  corruption  into  the 
liberty  of  the  children  of  God." 

teous  Saviour,  I  know  that  Thy  word  is  wis- 
1  truth.  Out  of  Thy  abounding  love  Thou 
ounced  woe  to  the  wicked,  that  they  may  turn 
il,  and  choose  the  better  part.  Unto  Thee  I 
i  my  spirit:  raise  it  up,  0  raise  it  up,  to  con- 
>  Thy  Divine  perfections.  Then  will  I  rest  all 
3s  on  Thy  promises :  no  longer  shall  my  aflfec- 
)vel  on  the  earth,  but  aspire  to  the  purer  joys 
8,  who  never  cease  to  praise  and  glorify  Thy 
Amen, 


Saturday  of  the  Fourth  Week  after  the  Epiphany, 


T  Heals  the  sick  Servant  op  a  Centumon. 

OINT,  The  Centurion.— There  was  at  Caper- 
certain  centurion,  an  officer  having  a  hundred 
under  him— probably  a  captam  of  the  guard 
I  Antipas,  the  Koman  governor  of  GaLQee.  He 
Qan  of  excellent  qualities ;  for,  though  he  had 
lined  in  the  rugged  school  of  war  under  the 
Euidard  of  the  Eomans,  he  was  generous  and 
ionate.  His  office  obliged  him  to  keep  the  im- 
lilseans  under  strict  subjection;  but  he  had 
jm  a  synagogue  at  his  own  expense,  that  they 
rarship  Grod  after  the  manner  of  their  nation, 
r,  having  a  servant  who  was  sick,  and  ready  to 
elt  for  him  as  for  a  ftiend- "  the  man  was  dear 
Q."  Being  thus  a  merciful  ruler,  and  a  tender 
his  heart  was  prepared  to  receive  the  Gos]^\. 

1^ 


178  The  Devout  ChristiarCa  Edp 

Such  is  the  spirit  most  acceptable  to  the  Grod  of  1 
the  spirit  of  benevolence  and  generosity,  ready  to 
fort,  relieve,  and  pray  for  all  whose  necessities 
our  charity. 

2nd  POINT.  He  sends  a  humble  message  to  Ja< 
The  remarkable  point  in  the  character  of  this  G 
soldier  was  faith  in  the  power  and  goodness  c 
Messiah.  Hearing  that  He  was  come  again  to  ( 
naum,  he  would  fain  beseech  Him  to  have  compa 
and  heal  his  servant.  But  such  was  his  humiUtji 
although  high  in  authority,  having  soldiers  and  sei 
under  him,  he  would  not  venture  so  much  as  to 
into  His  presence.  Therefore  he  sent  unto  Hii 
elders  of  tiie  synagogue,  which  he  had  built,  thai 
might  intercede  on  his  behalf.  They  earnestly  bes 
Jesus,  saying  that  he  was  worthy,  for  whom  He  s 
do  this ;  "  for  he  loveth  our  nation,  and  hath  buil 
synagogue."  "I  will  come  and  heal  him,"  wa 
Lord's  immediate  reply.  But  as  He  drew  near  1 
house,  the  centurion  went  out  to  meet  Him ;  and 
"Lord,  I  am  not  worthy  that  Thou  shouldst 
under  my  roof:  but  speak  the  word  only,  and  m 
vant  shall  be  healed." 

3rd  POINT.  His  faith  rewarded.— He  ask 
touch  of  the  Divine  hand :  but  simply  believed  th 
His  voice  the  wise  and  gracious  Prophet  could  rai 
man  from  his  bed  of  sickness.  Christ  spake  the  d 
word,  "  Go  thy  way ;  and  as  thou  hast  believed, 
it  done  unto  thee :"  and  his  servant  was  healed  i 
self-same  hour.  Such  is  the  power  of  intercessic 
others:  "the  effectual  fervent  prayer  of  a  rigl 
man  availeth  much ;"  it  works  miracles,  if  we  wi 
beheve.  One  blessing  is  sure  to  attend  on  the  pra 
intercession — it  softens  the  heart  to  sympathy, 
marvelled  at  the  centurion,  and  said  to  those  a 
Him,  "  Verily  I  say  unto  you,  I  have  not  fou 
great  faith ;  no,  not  in  Israel,"  thus  warning  the 
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that  believing  Gentiles  should  enter  into  the 
n  of  heaven,  whilst  they  themselves  should  be 
t. 

rd  God,  who  didst  put  it  into  the  heart  of  Thy 
to  build  a  house  of  prayer  to  Thy  glory,  grant 
.  tbe  same  spirit  to  pour  out  our  best  gifts  into 
asury,  that  the  poor  and  afflicted  may  assemble 
Ives  together  in  Thy  church,  to  give  Thee 
md  glory.  Great  Searcher  of  hearts,  hear  our 
intercessions  on  behalf  of  all  who  are  near  and 
us,  the  sick  and  sorrowful,  all  sinners,  and  those 
[  to  temptation.  Comfort,  sustain,  and  bless 
y  Thy  Holy  Spirit,  for  Jesus  Christ's  sake,  our 
id  Saviour.    Amen. 
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ifiriSt  9^eliitat(om 

For  the  Sunday  of  the  Fifth  Week  after  the  Epiph 


T^E  Widow's  Son  restored  to  Life. 

1st  POINT,  Our  Lord  goes  to  Naini—The 
day  Jesus  left  the  thronging  multitudes  in  and  i 
Capernaum,  and  went  away  to  the  city  of  Nain,  n( 
Mount  Tabor,  in  the  beautiful  plain  of  Esdw 
Many  of  His  disciples  were  with  Him,  and  much  p( 
listening,  as  they  walked,  to  His  lessons  of  wi^ 
They  little  thought  to  witness  a  miracle  that  ^ 
proclaim  His  almighty  power  in  raising  the  de 
life. 

2nd  P  01  NT.  The  widow  of  Nain  laments  the  > 
of  her  only  son. — When  they  came  near  to  the  cit; 
they  met  a  concourse  of  people  attending  a  ft 
procession:  "Behold,  there  was  a  dead  man  a 
out,  the  only  son  of  his  mother ;  and  she  was  a  wi 
In  these  few  words  we  have  a  picture  of  the  se' 
human  sorrow.  Could  any  but  a  widow,  just  bei 
her  only  son,  enter  into  the  full  depth  of  her  aflflic 
Yes,  One  there  was.  Who  implanted  in  the  himaan  1 
those  tender  attachments  and  sympathies  of  social 
which  sustain  and  cheer  us  through  the  pilgrim; 
life.  He  could  measure  all  the  bitterness  of  hei 
He  will  cause  the  heart  of  the  mourner  to  r€ 
death  shall  be  robbed  of  his  victory,  the  grave 
prisoner. 

^rd  POINT.  Jesus  restores  him  to  life. — Whe 
Lord  saw  the  distress  of  the  weeping  woman,  "  H 
compassion  on  her ;"  and,  with  the  same  voice  o 
that  whispered  peace  to  all  mourners,  He  gentlj 
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"  Weep  not."  He  touched  the  bier  on  which  the  youth 
lay ;  the  bearers  stood  still ;  and  He  said,  "  Young  man, 
I  say  unto  thee, '  Arise.*  '*  The  departed  spirit  had  fled 
to  the  unseen  realms ;  but  heard  the  Divine  summons, 
and  instantly  obeyed :  it  reanimated  the  lifeless  clay. 
The  youth  rose  up :  those  eyes,  before  closed  in  death, 
opened  to  the  light  of  day :  he  beheld  Christ,  the  Light 
of  the  world.  Who  would  henceforth  be  his  Saviour.  His 
tongue  was  loosed;  "he  began  to  speak."  Jesus  took 
him  by  the  hand,  and  "  delivered  him  to  his  mother ;"  He 
graciously  completed  her  joy  by  Himself  restoring  the 
Baa  to  her  fond  embrace.  The  people  who  stood  by 
were  amazed :  "  fear  came  on  all  f  they  glorified  God, 
who  had  sent  the  mighty  Prophet  to  visit  His  people. 

prater. 

All  love,  all  glory  be  to  Thee,  0  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
who  art  "  the  Besurrection  and  the  Life."  Our  days 
are  but  a  span ;  Thou  art  from  eternity.  We  must  go 
down  to  the  silent  grave ;  but  at  the  end  of  the  world, 
when  Thou  comest  again  in  glory  with  all  the  holy 
angels.  Thy  voice  will  be  heard  through  all  the  comers 
of  the  earth;  and  we  shall  come  forth  to  stand  before 
Thy  judgmentnseat.  0  raise  up  our  souls  from  the 
sleep  of  spiritual  death,  that,  henceforth  living  unto 
Thee,  we  may  for  ever,  with  all  Thy  redeemed  people, 
sing  praises  unto  Thee,  and  the  eternal  Father,  and  the 
ever-blessed  Spirit,  Three  in  One.    Amen. 


••o*- 


^econti  S^etiitation. 

For  the  Monday  of  the  Fifth  Week  after  the  Epiphany, 


Thb  Penitent  Woman  of  Nain. 

\st  P  OINT,    She  annoinis  the  feet  of  Jesus.— Where- 
floever  our  Lord  in  His  various  joumeyings  accepted  an 
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inyitation  to  a  fea&t,  something  always  occurred  to 
mako  it  memorable.  There  was  in  the  city  of  Nam  a 
Pharisee,  named  Simon,  who  asked  Him  to  his  hoiue; 
and  Jesus  went  in,  and  sat  down  to  meat.  Many  weie 
present— Pharisees  and  disciples.  As  they  reclhicd  it 
the  table  on  couches,  after  the  manner  of  the  Jen, 
there  came  in  a  sinful  woman  of  the  city,  whose  heart 
had  been  touched  in  some  secret  way  to  love  and  admin 
the  great  Prophet.  Perhaps  she  was  one  of  those  in 
the  crowd  who  glorified  God  when  He  raised  the 
widow's  son  to  life,  and  delivered  him  to  his  mother. 
Faith  stirs  the  very  depths  of  the  soul  with  sock 
yearnings  as  are  known  only  to  itself.  She  sought  Hi 
presence,  even  amidst  those  who  would  think  scorn  of 
her;  this  she  could  endure,  if  only  she  might  obtain 
His  pardon,  and  become  a  disciple.  She  entered  unob- 
served, and  stood  behind,  weeping :  then  kneeling  down 
in  the  fulness  of  her  sorrow,  she  fondly  kissed  Hil 
sacred  feet,  bathed  them  with  her  repentant  tears,  and 
wiped  them  with  her  dishevelled  hair.  Moreover,  d» 
had  brought  an  alabaster  box  of  precious  ointment  te 
an  offering  of  love.  She  speaks  no  word,  but  weeps; 
silently  pours  the  ointment  on  His  feet.  Jesus  com- 
passionates tliis  unhappy  daughter  of  Israel:  He  has 
come  into  the  world  to  seek  and  to  save  them  that  weie 
lost,  and  Ho  understands  the  sincerity  of  her  repent* 
ance.  Her  tears  are  more  eloquent  than  many  words; 
her  sorrow  more  precious  than  the  alabaster  box  of 
ointment. 

2nd  POINT.  Her  love.— But  Simon  the  Pharisee, 
when  he  saw  what  was  passing,  thought  within  himself, 
"  This  man,  if  He  were  a  prophet,  would  have  known 
who  and  what  manner  of  woman  this  is  that  toucheth 
Him ;  for  she  is  a  sinner."  But  our  Lord  soon  con- 
vinced him  that  He  knew  all  her  history,  and  her  secret 
thoughts.  "Seest  thou  this  woman?  [He  said,  turning 
to  the  penitent  at  His  feet]  .  .  .  Since  the  time  that 
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in  she  hath  not  ceased  to  kiss  My  feet,  .  .  .  she 
ished  them  with  her  tears  .  .  .  and  wiped  them 
le  hairs  of  her  head,  and  annointed  them  with 
it.  Wherefore  I  say  nnto  you,  her  sins  which 
ly,  are  forgiven ;  for  she  loved  much."  And  He 
ito  her,  "Thy  sins  are  forgiven."  0  most 
s  words !  spoken  for  the  comfort  of  all  who  are 
iown  under  a  sorrowful  sense  of  sin.  Her  love 
>ught  her  to  the  Eedeemer :  ''  she  loved  much." 
he  loved  before,  how  much  more  when  pardoned  ? 
leart  can  answer  which  has  received  by  the  Holy 
hat  precious  pledge  of  peace  and  reconciliation, 
ins  are  forgiven.'* 

=*  OINT.  Her  faith.— Then  the  guests  began  to 
liin  themselves,  "  Who  is  this  that  forgiveth  sins 
Our  Lord  took  no  notice  of  their  astonishment, 
iciously  dismissed  the  penitent  woman,  turning 
row  into  fulness  of  joy ;  "  Thy  faith  hath  saved 
;o  in  peace."  Such  is  the  wonderful  message 
I  high  by  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ !  its  law  of 
iisness  so  strict,  that  every  impure  act  and  word, 
ited  of,  is  laid  up  for  judgment ;  whilst  mercy 
giveness  are  offered  to  all  who  lament  the  heavy 
1  of  their  sins,  and  cast  it  at  the  foot  of  the  Cross, 
at  my  head^were  waters,  and  my  eyes  a  fountain 
i"  Jer.  ix.  1,  that  I  might  weep  much,  and  love 
laving  much  to  be  forgiven. 

firajfo:. 

)rd,  merciful  Saviour  of  penitent  sinners,  if  I 
)Ve  as  much  as  I  have  sinned,  I  might  hope  for 
acious  pardon.  Thou  only  canst  breathe  into 
h  and  love,  so  that  my  heart  may  be  a  temple 
ed  to  Thy  service  and  honour.  I  lament  and 
when  I  think  how  my  earthly  affections  have 
ne  wander  away  from  Thy  paths.    0  bring  me 
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back  by  Thy  sweet  voice,  for  I  earnestly  desire  to  Mov 
Thee.  Speak  unto  me,  as  Thon  didst  onto  the  penitent 
woman, "  Go  in  peace,"  that  I  may  be  numbered  among 
the  least  of  Thy  disciples.    Amen, 


■  •o* 


diirn  9^eli{tatiom 

For  the  Tuesday  of  the  Fifth  Week  after  the  Epiphany* 

Our  Lord  betubns  to  Capernaum. 

\st  POINT,  Women  minister  nnto  Him.— The  lov- 
ing penitent  of  Nain  became  a  disciple  of  her  Lord,  and 
joined  that  holy  band  of  women  who  followed  in  Kb 
path,  ministering  "nnto  Him  of  their  substance." 
There  is  something  very  touching  in  the  devoted  tore 
testified  by  Jewish  women  for  the  Messiah.  Constantly 
grieved  as  He  was,  set  at  nought,  contradicted,  and 
reviled  by  proud,  cruel  men,  we  never  hear  one  re- 
proachful word  uttered  against  Him  by  tender-hearted 
women.  Everywhere  they  waited  upon  Him  with  their 
best  gifts,  rejoicing  to  be  among  the  number  of  His 
attendants,  and  to  hear  His  loving  words.  They 
brought  their  children  to  Him.  that  He  might  put  His 
hands  upon  them,  and  bless  them ;  they  wept  for  His 
sufferings  when  He  was  compelled  to  bear  His  own 
cross  to  Calvary ;  stood  near  to  Him  at  His  crucifixion; 
saw  Him  gently  laid  in  the  grave;  watched  at  His 
sepulchre;  prepared  spices  and  ointments  to  embalm 
His  sacred  body ;  and  were  the  first  at  early  dawn  to 
hear  those  blessed  words  of  the  angels, "  He  is  not  here ; 
He  is  risen,  as  He  said." 

2nd  POINT  His  brethren  and  His  mother  seek 
Him. — After  leaving  Nain,  our  Lord,  attended  by  the 
Twelve,  came  round  again  to  Capernaum.     There  the 
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thronged  His  path,  as  before ;  they  pressed  upon 
)r  to  touch  Him,  as  many  as  had  plagues ;  there- 
e  and  His  disciples  "  went  into  an  house,"  hoping 

rest  and  refreshment.  But  still  the  multitude 
together,  so  that  they  "  could  not  so  much  as  eat 
"  And  when  His  mother,  and  His  friends,  heard 
hey  "  went  out  to  lay  hold  on  Him,  for  they  said, 

beside  Himself.' "  And  word  was  brought  unto 
''  Behold,  Thy  mother  and  Thy  brethren  stand 
it,  desiring  to  speak  with  Thee."  This  intrusion 
rompted  by  their  aflfection.    It  was  no  reproach 

blessed  Virgin,  that  in  her  maternal  tenderness 
Lould  desire  to  withdraw  Him  from  His  intense 
s,  which  left  Him  no  repose.  She  could  not 
ate  the  full  mystery  of  His  Godhead :  or  a 
g  cloud  dimmed  her  inner  sight.     Instead  of 

forth  to  her,  Jesus  ai^swered  the  messenger, 

I  is  My  mother,  and  My  brethren  ?"  Then  looking 
on  them  which  were  about  him.  He  stretched 

lis  hand  towards  His  disciples,  and  said,  "  Behold 
)ther,  and  My  brethren !    For  whosoever  shall  do 

II  of  My  Father  which  is  in  heayen,  the  same  is 
•other,  and  sister,  and  mother."  Christ  in  His 
iing  love  permits  no  one  to  come  between  Hityi 
is  redeemed.  He  takes  all  faithful  disciples  into 
3st  intimate  union  with  Himself,  and  calls  them 

most  endearing  names,  "  brother,  and  sister,  and 
r,"  if  only  they  do  the  will  of  God,  and  believe  in 
loved  Son.  He  it  is  Who  ever  maketh  intercession 
,  as  St.  Paul  says,  "  There  is  One  God,  and  One 
.TOR  BETWEEN  GoD  AND  MEN,  the  Man  Christ 
"  1  Tim.  ii.  5. 

POINT.  Our  Lord  heals  a  blind  and  dumb 
oesessed  with  a  devil. — Then  was  brought  unto 

miserably-afiflicted  object,  to  be  healed  of  his  in- 
es.  The  poor  man  could  not  behold  the  face  of 
I  and  the  light  of  the  sim,  for  he  was  blind ;  he 
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could  hold  no  converse  with  his  fellow-men,  for  he 
dumb ;  all  his  intelligent  faculties  were  disordered 
he  was  possessed  with  a  devil;  he  must  have  be 
hopeless  idiot — his  very  existence  a  burthen  to  hin 
and  all  who  had  the  charge  of  him.  Behold,  he  h( 
his  Saviour*s  feet  with  no  other  claim  to  compai 
but  his  abject  misery.  Christ  healed  him  on 
instant,  "  insomuch  that  the  blind  and  dumb  both 
and  spake."  Those  eyes,  a  moment  before  dark,  be( 
bright  and  beaming ;  and  the  first  object  they  be 
was  the  fairest  in  all  the  world — his  merciful  Benefa 
Now  he  could  join  in  the  praises  of  his  God — no  m( 
captive  to  the  evil  spirit  within  him.  And  all 
people  were  amazed,  and  said,  "  Is  not  this  the  Sc 
David  ?"  Can  this  be  any  other  than  the  Christ,  W 
coming  the  prophets  have  foretold? 

Pragtr. 

0  my  Saviour,  holy  and  eternal  Gk)d,  cast  out  1 
my  weak  and  languishing  soul  the  spirit  of  evil.  T 
me  to  behold  Thee  as  the  Light  of  the  world,  ar 
lift  up  my  voice  in  thankful  hymns  of  praLse  for 
mercy  in  redeeming  sinners.  Let  not  the  dark  cl< 
of  ignorance,  unbelief,  or  worldly  affections,  c 
between  me  and  the  beams  of  Thy  love.  Do  Thou 
hghten  me  both  to  will  and  to  do  of  Thy  good  pleas 
so  will  I  worship  Thee  among  the  lowest  of  Thy 
ciples.    Amen. 


For  the  Wednesday  of  the  Fifth  Week  after  the  Epip) 


God  the  Holy  Ghost. 

1st  POINT,    The  blasphemy  of  the  Pharisees.- 
ing  how  the  blind  and  dumb  man  was  instantly  rel( 
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Lord  from  the  bondage  of  the  devil,  the  multi- 
rondered,  and  gave  praise.  But  unbelief  was  so 
in  the  proud  hearts  of  the  Pharisees,  that  they 
blasphemously  to  say,  "This  fellow  doth  not 
ut  devils  but  by  Beelzebub,  the  prince  of  the 
"  The  Lord  of  all  angels  knew  the  depth  of  their 
)lence  in  this  profane  insult  offered  to  the  Al- 
r  Spirit.  So  hardened  were  they,  and  blinded  by 
ice,  they  could  not  see  the  folly  of  supposing  that 
bub  would  cast  out  his  own  servants  from  the 
s  of  his  tyranny.  What,  then,  was  their  indigna- 
^hen  Jesus  openly  declared  His  Divine  authority ; 
cast  out  devils  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  then  the 
)m  of  Grod  is  come  unto  you."  Thus  He  claimed 
te  dominion  over  the  world  of  spirits.  In  Him- 
ks  the  presence  of  the  Undivided  Trinity.  ^Tiether 
ting  out  devils,  or  in  pardoning  sin,  in  every 
e,  in  every  promise  of  future  blessedness.  He 
d  to  be  One  with  the  Father,  and  the  Holy  Ghost, 
fc  I,  and  all  who  confess  His  name,  may  for  ever 
md  revere,  and  obey  so  mighty  and  gracious  a 

POINT,  The  unpardonable  sin. — Hear  now  the 
words  uttered  by  the  Messiah  in  this  moment  of 
3d  Majesty.  In  the  whole  range  of  Scripture  there 
)assage  of  more  terrific  meaning :  "  Wherefore  I 
ito  you,  all  manner  of  sin  and  blasphemy  shall  be 
m  unto  men;  but  the  blasphemy  against  the 
Ghost  shall  not  be  forgiven  unto  men."  And 
"  Whosoever  shall  speak  a  word  against  the  Son 
a,  it  shall  be  forgiven  him ;  but  whosoever  shall 
a  word  against  the  Holy  Ghost,  it  shall  not  be 
m  him,  neither  in  this  world  nor  in  the  world  to 
'  In  this  most  memorable  sayiug,  twice  repeated, 
3rd  expressly  declares  the  distinct  Personality 
[)dhead  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  declaring  at  the  same 
he  awfolness  of  the  sin  committed  against  Him, 
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and  its  hopeless  pTinishment.  By  the  Holy  Spirit 
alone  can  any  man  have  access  to  the  Father  or  the 
Son.  By  Him,  alone,  then,  is  salvation  i)ossible;  by 
Him  alone  can  the  heart  of  the  sinner  be  converted; 
by  Hinri  alone  can  the  precious  Blood  of  the  Atonement 
be  applied  to  the  sinner.  To  blaspheme  Him,  there- 
fore, is  to  cast  one's  self  off  from  God.  It  were  better 
for  snch  a  man  that  he  had  never  been  bom.  0  my 
sonl,  may  the  Holy  Ghost  in  His  pity  preserve  thee 
from  such  a  terrible  and  hopeless  sin. 

3rri  POINT.  The  Holy  Ghost  the  Comforter.— How 
wonderful  it  is  that  men  will  not  delight  to  love  and 
trust  in  God,  exposed  as  they  are  to  so  many  accidents 
and  misfortunes,  which  no  human  foresight  can  prevent, 
no  human  remedy  repair.  They  will  not  accept  Him,, 
even  when  He  offers  Himself  to  their  faith  and  love 
under  the  most  tender  and  engaging  aspects,  as  a 
heavenly  Father,  a  merciful  Saviour,  a  Divine  Com- 
forter. Under  this  title  of  "  Comforter "  Jesus,  when 
about  to  go  away,  promised  to  send  the  Holy  Ghost. 
Surely  the  Spirit  of  God  is  everywhere  around  and 
within  us,  and  reads  our  most  secret  thoughts — evil  or 
good.  Yet  He  turns  not  away  from  us,  notwithstand- 
ing our  sins.  He  breathes  peace  within  us  whenever  ^ 
we  seek  Him.  Even  before  we  turn.  He  draws  us  by  His 
sweetness ;  and  as  we  yield  our  hearts  to  His  inspirar 
tions.  His  gifts  are  shed  more  and  more  upon  us,  as  the  ; 
very  oil  of  gladness.  The  willing  soul  is  anointed  with 
His  abundant  grace,  inflamed  with  the  fire  of  love,  has ; 
comfort  and  i)eace,  the  light  of  truth,  and  steadfest 
faith  in  the  Holy  Trinity.  By  His  breathings  within  ns 
we  learn  to  love  Him  more  and  more,  and  feel  His 
support  and  consolations  in  aU  our  trials. 

JPrager. 
0  thou  glorious  Lord  God,  the  Holy  Ghost,  all  praise, 
all  love,  all  thanksgiving  be  unto  Thee,  with  the  Father 
and  the  Son,  in  Glory  equal,  in  Majesty  co-eternal 
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TboTi,  who  art  infinitely  pure,  oanst  not  dwell  with  the 
wicked.  Alas !  Thou  Imowest  that  I  am  not  worthy  to 
receive  Thee.  Thou  mightest  most  justly  leave  me  to 
myself;  and  then  I  should  go  astray  to  the  destruction 
of  soul  and  body.  But  do  Thou,  0  mighty  Spirit,  still 
bear  with  my  frailty,  that  I  may  live  by  the  power  of 
Thy  grace,  and  delight  in  offering  unto  Thee  praise  and 
worship.  Hear  this  my  humble  prayer  for  His  sake, 
Who  died  for  me,  and  reigneth  in  the  glories  of  the 
highest  heavens  with  Thee,  0  Holy  Ghost,  and  the 
Almighty  Father  for  ever  and  ever.    Amen, 


-•o»- 


For  the  Thursday  of  the  Fifth  Week  after  the  Epiphany. 


The  Pabablbs  fkom  the  Ship. 

l«f  POINT,  Our  Lord  teaches  the  i)eople  in 
Parables. — Our  Lord  had  commanded  His  disciples  to 
have  a  small  ship  in  attendance  upon  Him,  to  prevent 
His  being  thronged  by  the  people.  And  now,  as  He 
went  forth  to  the  lake  of  Gennesareth,  they  pressed  so 
eagerly  upon  Him  that  He  entered  into  it,  and  sat  down 
to  teach  them.  "And  the  whole  multitude  stood  on 
the  shore:  and  He  spake  many  things  unto  them  in 
parables.''  Behold  the  great  Messiah,  the  object  of 
universal  admiration,  surrounded  by  groups  of  attentive 
listeners,  assembled  from  all  parts  to  be  instructed  in 
the  truths  of  the  Gospel.  Seated  in  the  ship,  as  it  lay 
an  the  calm  bright  lake.  He  surveys  the  fertile  land  of 
Gennesareth  stretched  out  before  Him :  the  labours  of 
husbandry  are  going  on,  the  sowing  of  seed,  the  growth 
of  crops,  and  gathering  in  of  harvest.  These  suggested 
scnne  of  the  parables  which  He  now  spake.  Our  Lord 
often  thus  adapted  His  teaching  to  real  circumstances 
of  the  moment  in  figures  or  metaphors,  famihar  to  our 
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honadiold  affectfons  and  daQy  life,  many  of  liiain  Ml. . 
of  beaatifdl  imagery.  Th^  aro  handed  down  \o  mil 
the  word  of  Gk)d  for  our  learning  andoomlbirt  HTlnii 
glorious  sight  it  would  he  now,  if  in  every  plaoe  4ft 
nmltitades  were  collected  to  hear  the  Goepel,  nd  mnU 
frame  tiieir  liyes  according  to  its  heaycoily  doctriiMi! 
"What  would  eyen  this  world  hecome  if  theae  pieo^ 
were  oh^ed !  How  would  its  sin  and  its  miseiy  be 
oyermledl  How  would  our  hearts  know  peace  as  their 
ahiding  state,  and  he  even  now  at  rest  in  Qod,  if 
formed  into  these  precepts ! 

2nd  POINT.  The  Parahle  of  the  Sower  and  lbs 
Seed. — *'  Behold,  a  sower  went  out  to  sow ;  and  as  he 
sowed,  some  seed  feU  hy  the  wayside  [the  hard  road] 
and  the  fowls  came  and  devoured  them  up:  some  M 
upon  stony  places  where  they  had  not  much  earth;  aod 
forthwith  they  sprung  up,  hecause  they  had  no  deepom 
of  earth;  and  when  the  sun  wasup  they  were soorohed; 
and  hecause  they  had  no  root'  th^y  withered  amj. 
And  some  fell  among  thorns ;  and  the  thorns  sproi^ 
up  and  and  choked  them.  But  other  fell  into  good 
ground,  and  hrought  forth  fruit,  some  an  hundredfoldi 
some  sixtyfold,  some  thirtyfold." 

^rd  POINT.  The  meaning  of  the  Parable.-The 
Sower  is  the  Son  of  Man ;  and  the  Seed  is  the  Groepel  of 
Christ's  Kingdom.  His  desire  is  that  the  word  shotdd 
bring  forth  a  plentiful  harvest  of  good  works.  But  all 
heai'ers  are  not  equally  disposed  to  receive  it.  Their 
measure  of  faith  is  different,  their  dispositions  and 
desires,  their  tastes,  schemes,  affections— in  short, 
their  hearts  are  imlike  one  to  the  other.  And  accord- 
ing to  the  ground  of  the  heart  His  word  is  cherished,  or 
comes  to  nought;  "for  with  the  heart  man  believeth 
imto  righteousness." 

Some  there  are  whose  hearts  are  impenetrable  as  the 

highway  side.    They  are  unbelievers ;  or  the  world  has 

ruled  over  them,  and  hardened  \^ieai.    'Wxe^  ^afexosfcTsr 
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le  to  all  that  is  virtuous  and  lovely,  self-deceivers, 
clean,  given  over  to  a  reprobate  mind.  To  all  such 
happy  men  and  women  the  Gosi)el  offers  no  charms ; 
d  Satan,  the  great  foe  of  Grod  and  man,  cometh  imme- 
itely  and  taketh  away  the  word  out  of  their  hearts, 
it  they  should  believe  and  be  saved. 
Others  are  of  shallow,  fickle  minds,,  likened  to  stony 
ound,  which  has  not  "much  earth."  To  such  as 
ese  the  word  of  Grod  at  first  appears  so  rich  in  promise, 
d  sets  forth  the  excellencies  of  Christ  in  a  form  so  at- 
ictive,  that  "they  receive  it  with  gladness"  for  a 
hile.  But  it  takes  [no  deep  root,  finds  no  sustaining 
inciple  within  to  give  it  nourishment.  When,  there- 
re,  they  are  called  to  make  some  sacrifice  of  present 
Ivantage,  or  meet  with  opposition,  they  falter,  and 
im  back :  the  resolutions  of  to-day  are  forgotten  to- 
lorrow. 

By  others,  again,  the  Gospel  is  received  like  "  seed 
lat  fell  among  thorns."  Their  minds  are  set  on  power, 
ches,  and  the  applause  of  men ;  or  they  are  absorbed 
I  the  cares  and  pleasures  of  hfe ;  all  these,  like  thorns 
id  thistles,  choke  the  word  of  God,  and  leave  no  room 
r  the  love  of  Christ  to  grow  in  their  hearts.  They 
ad,  too  late,  that  they  have  brought  no  fruit  to  perfec- 
[)n. 

But  some  there  are  who  receive  the  word  of  God  into 
I  honest  and  good  heart— not  hard  like  the  wayside, 
)r  shallow  like  the  stony  ground,  nor  full  of  thorns. 
appy  and  blessed  are  they,  and  heavenly  the  fruit 
ley  bear:  "For  the  fruit  of  the  spirit  is  love,  joy, 
Mce,  long-suffering,  gentleness,  goodness,  faith,  meek- 
!88,  temjjerance."  Gal.  v.  22,  23.  These  give  to  us  a 
retaste  of  heaven  on  earth,  and  lead  on  to  the  rich  in- 
shtance  of  the  realms  of  bliss. 

0  Lord  Grod,  it  grieves  me  that  I  have  so  often 
ened  to  the  Glospel  of  Thy  dear  Son  with  a  hardened 
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heart ;  or  turned  away  to  seek  false  happiness  in  the 
world  that  scofiEs  at  holiness.  I  am  ashamed  to  think 
how  long  I  have  permitted  the  cares  and  deceitful  plear 
sures  of  this  life  to  choke  Thy  word  within  my  sotiL 
0  teach  me  to  cherish  the  good  seed  of  Thy  holy 
doctrine,  that  by  the  perpetual  light  and  gracious  in- 
fluence of  the  Holy  Spirit,  I  may  grow  day  by  day, 
ripening  for  the  great  harvest;  so  by  Thy  favour  I 
shall  be  gathered  into  the  heavenly  gamer.  Grant  tiffl 
unto  Thy  unworthy  servant,  and  all  for  whom  I  aa 
bound  to  pray,  for  Thy  mercy's  sake  in  Jesus  Christ  my 
Saviour.     Amen, 


^ixt\)  Sl^etiitation. 

For  the  Friday  of  the  Fifth  Week  after  the  Epiphany, 


The  Parable  of  the  Wheat  and  Tabbb. 

1st  POINT.      The    Parable.—"  The    Kingdom  of 
Heaven  is  like  unto  a  man  which  sowed  good  seed  in  lA 
field ;  but  whilst  men  slept  his  enemy  came  and  sowed 
tares,  and  went  his  way.      But  when  the  blade  w» 
sprung  up,  and  brought  forth  fruit,  then  appeared  th6 
tares  also.    So  the  servants  of  the  householder  came 
and  said  unto  him,  '  Sir,  didst  not  thou  sow  good  seed 
in  thy  field?  from  whence  then  hath  it  tares?*   fi 
said  unto  them,  *An  enemy  hath  done  this.'   The 
servants  said  unto  him, '  Wilt  thou  then  that  we  go  and 
gather  them  up  ?    But  he  said,  '  Nay ;  lest  while  y« 
gather  up  the  tares,  ye  root  up  also  the  wheat  vi 
them.    Let  both  grow  together  unto  the  harvest;  anil 
in  the  time  of  the  harvest  I  will  say  unto  the  reapeo,! 
Gather  ye  together  first  the  tares,  and  bind  themia 
bundles  to  bum  them ;  but  gather  the  wheat  into  fflj 
bam.' " 
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2ml  POINT.  The  meaning  of  the  Parable.—We 
TO  onr  Lord's  own  explanation  of  this  parable.  He 
at  soweth  the  good  seed  is  the  Son  of  man ;  the  field 
the  world;  the  good  seed  are  the  children  of  the 
LDgdom;  the  tares  are  the  children  of  the  wicked  one ; 
e  enemy  that  sowed  them  is  the  devil ;  the  reapers 
B  the  angels.    Satan,  who  despoiled  the  first  Eden  of 

I  holiness,  plants  gainsayers,  iinbelieyers,  and  wicked 
sn,  in  the  kingdom  of  Christ,  rejoicing  to  make  it  the 
relling-place  of  the  vicious.  They  are  not  at  once 
3eded  out,  but  sufTered  to  grow  side  by  side  with  the 
dldren  of  Grod,  who  thus  live  in  a  fearful  state  of  trial, 
icanse  bad  society  and  example  have  a  seducing  influ- 
ice  over  the  human  heart.  The  children  of  the  evil 
le  are  often  so  disguised  under  the  garb  of  holiness, 
ittering  with  their  lips  to  lead  others  astray,  that  they 
B  difficult  to  detect.    But  in  the  harvest  time,  which 

the  end  of  the  world,  all  will  appear  in  their  true 
jht.  Then  the  angels,  who  are  the  reapers  in  the 
irable,  will  do  their  office :  "  They  shall  gather  out  of 
e  Kingdom  all  things  that  offend,  and  them  which  do 
iquity;  and  shall  cast  them  into  a  furnace  of  fire: 
ere  ^all  be  wailing  and  gnashing  of  teeth."  These 
9  the  words  of  the  holy  One,  Who  cannot  speak  other 
an  the  truth. 

drd  POINT,  The  certainty  of  fature  punishment  to 
B  wicked. —  A  gainsaying,  self-indulgent,  and  un- 
lievmg  world  may  cherish  the  vain  hope  that  Christ 

II  be  too  merciftd  a  Judge  to  punish  impenitent 
iners.  But  His  words  stand  for  ever ;  and  He  con- 
ides  the  explanation  of  the  parable  witii  this  solemn 
miing,  "  He  that  hath  ears  to  hear,  let  him  hear."  0 
m,  my  soul,  consider  how  every  thought  of  unclean- 
w,  spiritual  pride,  and  sinful  excess,  must  meet  with 

just  punishment,  unless  He  shall  deliver  us.  Turn 
Him,  therefore,  with  all  thy  best  affections,  and  so 
3,  that "  in  the  end  of  this  world  thou  mayest  inherit 

o 
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the  blessing  of  His  promise,  "  Then  shall  the 
shine  foirth  as  the  sun  in  the  Kingdom  of  thei 

Merciful  Lord  God,  I  humbly  beseech  Thei 
me  continual  supplies  of  Thy  grace  by  the  H 
that  I  may  devoutly  listen  to  the  Divine 
Thy  dear  Son;  so  shall  they  lead  me  step 
Thy  paths;  iiien  all  my  affections  shall  b 
devoted  to  Thee.  Teach  me  to  choose  betwee 
and  the  good,  to  shun  the  disobedient,  to  tal 
in  the  company  of  the  righteous.  0  make  re 
member  of  Thy  Kingdom  on  earth,  that,  lo^ 
above  all  things,  I  may,  with  all  the  childrei 
be  gathered  by  angels  to  Thy  Kingdom  i 
through  the  merits  of  our  adorable  Kedeemer 


For  the  Saturday  of  the  Fifth  Week  after  the  1 


The  Mustabd  Seed. 

1st  POINT.  The  Parable.— Again  our  I 
"  The  Kingdom  of  Heaven  is  like  to  a  grain  o 
Seed,  which  a  man  took  and  sowed  in  his  fiel 
indeed,  is  the  least  of  all  seeds;  but  when  it 
it  is  the  greatest  among  herbs,  and  becometh 
that  the  birds  of  the  air  come  and  lodge  in  the 
thereof."  Under  this  figure  the  world-wide, 
and  glorious  Kingdom  of  Heaven  is  represen 
smallest  grain  of  the  earth !  But  every  word 
is  true :  He  hath  said,  "  Heaven  and  ei 
pass  away ;  but  My  words  shall  not  pass  aw£ 
xxiv.  35. 
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27M?  POINT.    The  meaning  of  the  Parable.— In  the 
irst  creation  God  said,  "  Let  there  be  light  ;'*  and  in  a 
noment  there  was  Hght,  scattering  the  thick  darkness 
hat  was  npon  the  earth,  and  upon  the  face  of  the  deep. 
Bat  in  the  second  creation  of  man's  renewed  nature  it 
^as  His  Divine  purpose  to  convert  the  sinful  world 
through  the  long  progress  of  ages.    The  Mustard  Seed 
is  the  Church  of  Christ — small  at  the  beginning,  but 
glorious  in  the  end.    The  Gospel  first  shone  upon  the 
Bmall,  narrow  Land  of  Canaan ;  then  wider  and  wider. 
First  it  was  preached  under  persecution,  studied  in 
caves  and  comers,  whispered  by  a  few  faithful,  one  to 
the  other ;  martyrs  bore  witness  to  its  truth.    Gradually 
it  entered  into  the  palaces  of  princes ;  "  King's  daughters 
were  among  its  honourable  women ;"  now  it  is  the  joy- 
ful hope  of  millions ;  and  prayers  and  hallelujahs,  and 
.  the  mystical  sacrifice  of  the  blessed  Body  and  Blood 
of  our  Lord,  are  oflfered  up  in  countless  Cathedrals. 
It  spreads,  and  will  spread,  by  the  indwelling  power  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  Who  nurtures  and  strengthens  it  in 
every  stage  of  its  growth,  until  all  nations  shall  find 
refage  within  its  sanctuary.    It  has  a  charmed  life,  for 
it  is  the  covenant  of  the  Son  of  God,  Who  delivered  it 
to  man,  and  sealed  it  on  the  Cross.    No  powers  of  the 
earth  can  destroy  it ;  "  the  gates  of  hell  shall  not  prevail 
•gainst  it."    Such  is  the  promise ;  "  All  flesh  shall  see 
tiie  salvation  of  God."  Luke  iii.  6. 

M  POINT.  The  Universal  Church.— AU  the  gifts 
of  God  to  man  are  for  his  happiness  on  earth,  leading  on 
to  the  greater  joy  of  heaven.  The  richest  of  His  gifts 
are  the  Gospel  of  His  dear  Son,  His  own  presence  in 
the  soul.  His  own  Spirit  of  Love.  These  he  bestows  on 
certain  conditions.  They  who  profess  to  love  Him 
must  love  His  Church;  believe  and  meekly  obey  the 
words  of  Christ,  neither  adding  thereto,  nor  taking 
therefrom;  receive  His  holy  sacraments,  as  He  did 
Himself  specially  appoint  them ;  continue  steadfastly  in 
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the  Apostles'  doctrine  and  fellowship,  in  fervent  cl 
towards  all  men,  in  bonds  of  union  and  conun 
with  all  the  faithful.  0  what  a  glorious  day  wil 
be,  when  God  shall  mercifully  cast  the  full  brigl 
of  His  beams  of  light  upon  tiie  nations,  to  make 
all  loving  members  of  One  Universal  CHiurch !  L 
daily  prayer  of  every  heart,  every  family,  every  ass< 
of  every  church,  never  cease,  tiiat  this  Divine  pt 
and  promise  may  be  fulfilled.  As  there  is  bu 
golden  altar  before  the  throne  in  the  heavenly 
salem,  one  heart,  one  mind,  one  incense  of  praye 
song  of  the  Lamb,  among  the  saints  in  glory,  ei 
there  shonld  be  unity  between  Christians  on  eartl 
()ur  endeavours  and  prayers  should  ever  seekti 
mote  it. 

Merciful  Lord,  we  beseech  Thee  to  cast  Thy  1 
beams  of  light  upon  Thy  Church  and  people,  tl 
being  enlightened  by  the  doctrine  of  Thy  b 
Apostles  and  EvangeUsts,  may  so  walk  in  the  li 
Thy  truth,  that  we  may  all  unite  with  one  hear 
one  voice,  in  Thy  Universal  Church  to  the  glory  c 
great  Name,  and  the  good  of  our  souls ;  and  at  ] 
attain  to  the  light  of  everlasting  life,  through 
Christ  our  Lord.    Amen, 
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iFfr0t  a^eHftatfon. 

For  the  Sunday  of  the  Sixth  Week  after  the  Epiphany. 
The  Pabables  of  the  seobbt  gbowth  of  the  Seed  ; 

AND  THE  LbAYBN. 

18*  POINT,  The  growth  of  the  Seed.— After  de- 
scribing the  imiyfrsal  dominioii  of  His  Church  tinder 
the  figure  of  the  widenspreading  branches  of  the 
Miistard  Seed,  our  Lord  sxx)ke  two  other  Parables, 
aetting  forth  the  secret  influence  of  the  word  of  God 
on  individual  souls.  "And  so  is  the  Kingdom  of 
Heaven,  as  if  a  man  should  cast  Seed  into  the  ground ; , 
and  should  sleep;  and  rise  night  and  day;  and  the 
Seed  should  grow  and  spring  up,  he  knoweth  not  how. 
For  the  earth  bringeth  forth  fruit  of  herself;  first  the 
blade,  then  the  ear,  after  that  the  full  com  in  the  ear." 

2nd  POINT.  The  meaning  of  the  Parable.— Thus  a 
diligent  Pastor  of  the  Church  preaches  the  word  of 
God  to  his  people.  He  labours  night  and  day  in  his 
vocation,  instructing  them  in  doctrine  and  discipline, 
"  precept  upon  precept,  line  upon  line,  here  a  little,  and 
there  a  little;"  but  he  cannot  search  into  the  secret 
growth  of  truth  in  their  hearts.  It  is  the  power  of 
Kvine  grace  that  expands  the  vital  energy  of  the  Seed. 
Nurtured  by  the  heavenly  light  and  heat,  the  refreshing 
dews  and  showers,  the  influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  it 
gathers  strength  upon  strength.  First  appears  "the 
blade," — repentance  and  hope  in  God ;  "  then  the  ear," 
—joy  and  steadfiist  fadih  in  His  promises ;  "  after  that 
the  full  com  in  the  ear," — ripened  finiits  of  holiness  and 
love.  And  when  the  harvest  is  come,  all  faithful 
hearers  and  doers  of  the  word  are  gathered  into  the 
heavenly  gamer. 

3rd  POINT.  The  Leaven.— "The  Kingdom  of  Heaven 
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is  like  unto  Leaven,  which  a  woman  took,  and  hid  in 
three  measures  of  meal,  till  the  whole  was  leavened.** 

*  This  image,  taken  from  domestic  life,  represents  the 
quiet  influence  of  one  or  other  individual  in  a  &mily  to 
win  over  the  whole  circle  to  the  fear  and  love  of  God,— 
it  may  be  a  religious  mother,  daughter,  sister,  or  brother. 
The  powerful  effect  of  example  in  a  consistent  life  of  bene- 
volence, charity,  and  prayer ;  the  charm  of  a  meek,  for- 
bearing temper,  wise  and  gentle  admonitions  in  happily- 
chosen  seasons,  have  a  wonderful  persuasion  on  others^ 
often  converting  the  hearts  of  all  within  their  sphere,— 
like  the  working  of  the  Leaven  in  the  Parable.  There 
is  no  need  to  travel  far  and  wide  to  make  known  the 
word  of  Grod,  except  for  those  ordained  to  the  office; 
every  affectionate  and  zealous  member  of  a  family,  of  a 

•  chosen  society,  or  a  parish,  may  be  an  effectual  mis- 
sionary within  his  or  her  own  narrow  circuit.  The 
blessing  of  God  is  promised  to  all  such;  they  them- 
selves are  a  blessing  to  others.  "  Lovest  thou  Me?* 
said  our  Lord  to  Peter :  "  feed  My  lambs ;"  "  and  when 
thou  art  converted,  strengthen  thy  brethren." 

Again,  the  Bible,  that  silent,  persuasive,  all-powerfal, 
Divine  instructor,  is  a  Leaven  from  above.  They  who 
know  the  pleasure  of  reading  the  Holy  Scriptures,  find 
there  such  beauties,  such  comfort,  such  perpetual  light 
beaming  on  the  soul,  as  no  other  study  on  earth  can 
give.  All  who  would  know  the  sweetness  of  domestic 
peace,  and  unity,  may  search,  and  find  wisdom  in 
every  page.  The j  Pentateuch,  the  Psalms,  the  Pro- 
phets, all  the  historical  and  other  parts,  combine  in 
harmony  to  perfect  this  precious  gift  of  Grod  to  man. 
The  Gospel  of  our  Divine  Lord,  setting  forth  His  per- 
fections, His  loveliness.  His  doctrine  and  miracles,  His 
sufferings.  His  agony,  and  His  Cross, — endured  on  onr 
behalf,  move  our  inmost  soul  to  love  and  adore  Him. 
The  Acts,  and  the  Epistles  persuade  us  to  live  like  the 
Apostles.  The  Book  of  Eevelation,  invites  us  to  join 
the  angels  and  saints  in  their  Alleluias  of  praise. 
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Imighty  God,  Who  hast  caused  all  Holy  Scriptures 
written  for  otir  learning,  grant  that  we  may  in 
wise  hear  them,  read,  mark,  learn,  and  inwardly 
t  them,  that  by  patience  and  comfort  of  Thy  Holy 
I  we  may  embrace  and  ever  hold  fast  the  blessed 
of  everlasting  life,  which  Thou  hast  given  us  in 
aviour  Jesus  Christ.  Amen,** 
rlory  be  to  Thee,  0  Lord  Jesus,  for  all  Thy 
jnly  doctrine  to  instruct  us,  Thy  great  miracles  to 
nee  us,  and  Thy  unblameable  example  to  guide 
Amen," 

Holy  Spirit,  One  with  the  Father  and  the  Son, 
he  into  us  Thy  breath  of  love.  Mould  our  dull 
ly  hearts  by  Thy  grace  into  the  likeness  of  our 
Lord  and  Saviour.  O  raise  us  higher  and  higher 
ly  throne,  that  being  sanctified  as  temples  of  holi- 
we  may  offer  before  Thee  a  continual  sacrifice  of 
a  and  adoration.    Amen, 


•*o*- 


the  Monday  of  the  Sixth  Week  after  the  Epiphany, 

Hidden  ^bbastjbb  ;  the  Pbabl  of  Great  Price. 

POINT,  The  Parables.— Our  Lord,  having  de- 
>d  five  Parables  from  the  ship,  went  into  the  house 
His  disciples,  and  added  three  others,  saying, 
dn  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  is  like  unto  Treasure 
1  a  field ;  the  which  when  a  man  hath  found,  he 
h,  and  for  joy  thereof  goeth  and  selleth  all  that  he 
and  buyeth  that  field." 

gain  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  is  like  unto  a  mer- 
man seeking  goodly  pearls ;  who,  when  he  had 


200  The  Devout  Christian's  Hdp 

found  one  Pearl  of  great  price,  went  and  sold  all  that 
he  had;  and  bought  if 

271C?  POINT,  The  meaning  of  the  Treasure.— These 
two  Parables  represent  the  joy  of  a  believer,  when  he 
is  enlightened  to  the  knowledge  of  Jesus  Christ  as  a 
Saviour, — the  greatest  Treasure  of  the  earth,  tiie 
brightest  Pearl  of  the  sea.  This  comes  to  pass  eveij 
day  amidst  the  din  of  the  world,  when  the  still  szoaO 
voice  of  the  Holy  Spirit  makes  itself  heard  in  the  sod 
of  this  or  that  individual.  How  many  a  man,  by  name 
a  Christian,  has  gone  on  all  his  life  caring  nothiitg 
about  religion!  Day  by  day,  and  year  after  year,  ha 
has  digged  and  delved,  as  it  were,  in  scxne  woridly 
pursuit,  his  profession,  or  trade,  or  vain  pleasmeB. 
His  mind  is  intently  fixed  upon  the  object  before  him; 
time  rolls  on ;  but  he  is  as  fiaj*  as  ever  from  peace  and 
rest ;  the  object  of  his  desires  is  not  yet  attained.  AH 
the  while  he  has  been  unconscious  that  a  hidden  tn» 
sure  lies  at  his  feet, — not  that  for  which  he  has  so  Icaig 
been  toiling,  but  one  infinitely  more  precious.  At 
length  unexpectedly  something  fixes  all  his  attention,— 
perhaps  in  reading  the  Bible,  or  hearing  the  Gospd 
preached,  or  it  may  be  some  affliction,  loss,  or  sicknesB. 
God's  converting  grace  is  all-powerful  in  varions  1 
avenues  to  the  human  heart.  The  man  discovers  the  -^ 
truth  as  it  is  in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord.  He  is  dehghted;  '] 
all  his  possessions  have  no  charm  equal  to  this ;  as  the  "^ 
Parable  says,  "  For  joy  thereof  he  goeth  and  selleth  all 
that  he  hath,"  that  he  may  secure  the  treasure.  He 
finds  it  inestimable :  new  views,  habits,  and  principles, 
give  a  turn  to  his  whole  character ;  his  motives  aie  ', 
changed  and  purified;  his  heart  is  fixed  on  Heayen; 
and  there  at  length  he  lays  up  all  his  treasure.  i 

Srd  POINT  The  meaning  of  the  Pearl  of  great  \ 
price. — The  former  Parable  describes  the  lighting  | 
unexpectedly  on  the  great  gift  of  (Jod,  this  the  finding  ; 
of   the  same  gift  in  the  earnest  search  for  it    It 
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ibes  also  the  excellency  of  the  Gk)spel  as  the  most 
.  of  all  discoveries.  There  is  something  in  the 
that  we  associate  with  ideas  of  beauty^  rarity,  and 
i;  in  every  casket  of  jewels  it  shines  witii  un- 
nding  lustre.  Above  all  it  implies  parity,  and  is 
fore  the  most  fitting  emblem  of  the  Kingdom  of 
en. 

one  sense  we  are  all  merchantmen ''  seeking  goodly 
s.**  We  seek  after  various  means  of  happiness. 
how  few  discover  where  the  only  true  happiness 
fl.  It  might  be  found  here,  there,  and  every- 
e;  it  is  ever  close  to  us,  but  seldom  within, 
cefore,  then,  does  it  thus  mock  our  grasp  like  a 
torn  ?  because  we  are  in  the  wrong  track  to  reach 
re  seek  not  the  "  Pearl  of  great  price,"  feeling  all 
r  things  to  be  valueless  in  comparison, 
my  soul,  be  thou  like  the  fortunate  merchantman 
e  Parable ;  having  once  found  the  "  Pearl  of  great 
,"  part  with  all  that  stands  opposed  to  the  word  of 
that  thou  mayest  buy  it;  then  hold  it  fast.  Its 
e  will  be  thy  guiding  star,  leading  thee  to  a  sense 
ly  long  blindness  and  neglect  of  its  value,  making 
humble,  meek  and  gentle,  pure  of  heart  and  full  of 
ity.  Then  shalt  thou  "  put  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
not  make  provision  for  the  flesh,  to  fulfil  the  lusts 
3of."  Eom.  xiii.  14.  And  what  saith  the  Scripture 
Jl  who  fear  God,  and  think  upon  His  Name? 
ey  shall  be  Mine,  saith  the  Lord  of  Hosts,  in  that 
when  I  make  up  my  jewels."  Mai.  iii.  17. 

\  POINT,  The  Net  cast  into  the  sea.— Our  Lord 
B  yet  another  Parable   to   His   disciples   when 

were  in  the  house.  "Again  the  Kingdom  of 
ren  is  like  unto  a  Net  that  was  cast  into  the  sea, 
gathered  of  every  kind :  which  when  it  was  full, 

drew  to  shore,  and  sat  down,  and  gathered  the 

into  vessels,  and  cast  the  bad  away.  So  shall  it  be 

le  end  of  the  world :  the  angels  shall  come  forth. 
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and  sever  the  wicked  from  among  the  just,  and 
cast  them  into  the  fomace  of  fire :  there  shall  be 
ing  and  gnashing  of  teeth." 

In  this  Parable  the  sea,  into  which  the  Net  is 
is  an  image  of  the  world ;  the  Net  is  the  Kingd 
Heaven  which  "  gathers  of  every  kind."  It  repre 
the  virtuous  and  wicked  mingled  together  in  the  v 
Church.  We  live  in  the  mixed  socielties  of  men  wi 
knowing  much  of  the  ground  of  their  hearts :  m 
but  God's  can  penetrate  their  hidden  motives, 
scans  the  secret  springs  of  every  thought ;  and  i 
appointed  time  they  will  be  revealed  in  the  sight 
risen  world.  When  the  Net  is  drawn  up  on  the 
lasting  shore,  the  good  will  be  gathered  into 
mansions  of  joy ;  but  ''  the  angels  will  cast  the 
away." 

39raBnr. 

Almighty  Saviour,  we  praise  Thee  for  the  light  oi 
holy  Gospel,  teaching  us  to  seek  our  happiness  in  [ 
O  speak  imto  us  by  the  voice  of  Thy  Holy  Spirit, 
we  and  all  people  may  love  Thee  and  Thy  servicOjj 
Church  and  Thy  poor.  Help  our  weak  desires  to 
with  all  that  keeps  us  back  from  Thee,  the  Hea^ 
Treasure.  Thou  knowest  our  imperfections ;  but ' 
art  merciful,  most  wise,  and  just,  our  life,  our  joy 
hope,  our  glory.  Grant  that  when  Thou  comes 
judge  the  world,  we  may  be  gathered  by  the  angels 
Thy  Kingdom  in  heaven,  through  Thy  merits  and 
prevailing  atonement.    Amen, 
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he  Tuesday  of  the  Sixth  Week  after  the  Epiphany, 


Jesub  Stills  the  Stobm. 

POINT.  He  Ms  asleep  in  the  ship.— On  the 
g  of  the  same  day,  after  our  Lord  had  spoken 
irables  from  the  ship,  the  people  still  gathered 
Him,  anxious  to  hear  something  more  from  those 

lips,  and  to  be  healed  of  their  diseases.  But 
3aried  spirit  needed  rest.  To  avoid  the  crowd, 
d  to  His  disciples,  "  Let  us  go  over  to  the  other 

the  lake."  Towards  sunset  they  embarked  for 
i.  And  as  they  sailed  He  fell  asleep  in  the  hinder 
■  the  ship,  on  a  pillow,  overcome  by  His  labours. 
iay  brought  its  own  toils.  It  might  well  be  a 
tment  to  pass  a  few  hours  on  the  quiet  waters, 
irful  is  this!  "He  neither  slumbereth  nor 
Ji^in  His  uncreated  nature;  but  in  His  man- 
partaking  of  all  the  infirmities  of  the  flesh,  He  is 
and  harassed,  and  sinks  down  to  rest!  0  my 
ndeavour  with  the  full  bent  of  all  thy  powers  to 

and  love  thy  Redeemer  for  His  life  of  toil  and 
Qg  on  thy  behalf. 

POINT.  The  Tempest.— After  a  while  the 
J  of  the  calm  lake  was  disturbed  by  one  of  those 
reus  storms  for  which  it  is  remarkable,  the  wind 
ig  down  through  the  gullies  of  the  mountains, 
^aves  beat  over  the  ship  until  it  was  covered,  and 
with  water.  We  may  judge  of  the  fury  of  the 
st  when  even  the  disciples,  accustomed  as  fisher- 
0  these  perils,  thought  they  were  going  to  sink : 
?ave  themselves  up  for  lost,  forgetting  how  im- 
ile  it  was  that  any  harm  could  happen  to  them 


1 
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when  their  Divine  Master  was  nigh.  They  kne^ 
that  the  ship  was  freighted  with  the  Lord  o1 
elements.  He  "Who  "divided  the  waters  from 
waters  "  was  on  board  as  their  safeguard.  Bnt  th 
their  faith  was  weak^  yet  in  the  midst  of  their  conf 
they  turned  to  Him  as  their  only  hox>e^  if  peradvei 
they  might  be  saved;  they  came  to  Him,  and  ' 
Him  up.  One  cried,  "  Master,  carest  Thou  not  thf 
perish?"  and  another,  "Lord,  save  us;"  and  ano 
more  impatiently,  "  Master,  Master,  we  perish." 

drd  POINT,  The  Cahn.— Our  Lord,  rising 
sleep,  and  looking  round,  quietly  said  to  His  disci 
"  Why  are  ye  fearful,  O  ye  of  little  faith  ?"  In  His 
conscious  majesty,  "He  rebuked  the  winds,  and 
raging  water,  and  said  unto  the  sea, '  Peace,  be  i 
and  the  wind  ceased,  and  there  was  a  great  cs 
The  waves  sunk  down  obedient  to  the  Divine  v 
the  tempest  was  hushed  to  silence.  "  He  comman( 
and  raiseth  the  stormy  wind,  which  lifteth  uj 
waves  ....  then  they  cry  unto  the  Lord  in  ' 
trouble,  and  He  bringeth  them  out  of  their  distK 
He  maketh  the  storm  a  calm,  so  that  the  waves  tb 
are  still."  Ps.  cvii.  25 — 29.  Jesus  mildly  repr 
the  disciples  for  their  fears,  "  How  is  it  [He  said] 
ye  have  no  faith?"  They  marvelled,  and  feared 
ceedingly,  saying  one  to  another,  "What  mannc 
Man  is  this  ?  for  He  commandeth  even  the  winds 
the  waters ;  and  they  obey  Him." 

All  who  sincerely  believe  in  our  Lord  Jesus  d 
as  the  comfort  of  the  distressed,  can  bear  witness  fc 
sweetness  of  rei)ose  in  His  promise, "  Lo,  I  am  with 
always."  This  is  among  the  triumphs  of  His  g 
that  amidst  every  tempest  of  our  thoughts,  tossei 
winds  and  waves,  distracted  with  fear.  His  voic 
heard,  "  Peace,  be  still ;"  and  there  is  a  great  calm. 
is  a  harbour  of  safety  in  every  storm,  the  anchor  o 
our  hopes. 
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Lord  my  Saviottr,  by  Thee  were  all  things  made, 
beayens  and  the  earth  are  thine^  the  sea,  and  all 
is  therein.  I  know  that  Thou  art  willing  to  hear 
1 1  call  upon  Thee  in  my  honr  of  need.  O  save  me 
B  midst  of  the  waves  of  temptation  that  trouble  me, 
bhe  tempest  of  my  evil  passions,  lest  I  perish.  Unto 
)  do  I  call.  Say  unto  my  soul  **  Peace,  be  still,'* 
I  may  find  a  safe  refage  in  Thee, — for  Thy  great 
i/s  sake.    Amen. 


■•O*" 


the  Wednesday  of  the  Sixth  Week  after  the  Epiphany, 

The  Gadabene  Demoniac. 

t  POINT,  His  lamentable  condition. — ^It  was  not 
lie  next  morning  that  the  ship  arrived  on  the  other 
of  the  lake,  in  the  country  of  the  Gadarenes,  so 
id  from  tiie  city  of  Gadara,  feunous  in  the  time  of 
Lord  for  its  hot  baths,  and  the  splendour  of  its 
iings;  even  now  the  remains  bear  witness  to  its 
mficence.  No  sooner  had  our  Lord  reached  the 
e  than  a  furious  demoniac  came  towards  Him  from 
BBpulchres,  which  to  this  day  may  be  seen  in  the 
B  of  the  rocks.  He  was  not  a  mere  madman,  but 
lessed  with  a  legion  of  fiends,  who  tormented  him 
(t  and  day  in  the  tombs.  His  whole  nature  was 
mastered,  held  in  vile  bondage.  All  his  faculties 
)  forced  to  obey  the  demon's  will.  His  mind  was  a 
il  chaos ;  his  great  bodily  strength,  which  no  chains 
d  bind,  was  turned  against  himself  and  his  fellow- 
;  he  was  ever  crying  out,  and  cutting  himself  with 
es ;  no  man  could  pass  that  way  for  fear  of  him. 
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2nd  POINT.  His  cure.— This  pitiable  obj( 
Jesus  sSax  oS,  as  He  left  the  ship.  A  beao 
from  the  Divine  presence  shot  across  his  dis 
mind;  he  ran,  and  fell  down  before  Him, 
shipped.  Nevertheless  he  could  not  shak 
thraldom  of  the  evil  spirits;  they  compelle< 
cry  out  with  a  loud  voice, "  What  have  I  in 
Thee,  Jesus,  Thou  Son  of  the  most  high  God  ? 
Thee  ty  God,  that  Thou  torment  me  not.**  ( 
had  compassion  upon  him,  and  si)oke  the  wor 
mand,  "Come  out  of  tbo  man,  thou  unclea 
As  on  the  lake  He  had  rebuked  the  wind,  and 
ing  of  the  water,  and  laid  them  to  rest,  so 
spiritual  tempest,  which  distracted  this  wretc 
was  lulled ;  "  there  was  a  great  calm."  He  w 
diately  restored  to  his  right  mind ;  Jesus  was 
to  him,  not  as  one  come  to  torment,  but  as  i 
Wonderful  contrast  between  himself  now,  and 
was! 

drd  POINT.  The  man  desires  to  follow  Jes 
news  of  the  miracle  quickly  spread  througl: 
and  neighbourhood.  All  the  people  "  went  o 
what  was  done,  and  found  the  man  sitting  at  t 
Jesus,  clothed,  and  in  his  right  mind."  If  tl 
and  licentious,  drunkards  and  blasphemers, 
understand  their  real  condition,  iliey  would 
own  resemblance  to  that  pitiable  object.  T] 
fearful  spectacle  to  all;  men  created  in  the 
God,  despoiled  of  the  noblest  faculties  of  the 
estranged  from  all  that  is  good,  mischievous  to  tl 
and  others,  bound  in  a  degrading  captivity  to 
of  evil  within.  0  that  they  could  but  once 
joy  of  a  change  from  vice  to  holiness,  from  the 
of  sin  to  the  "  liberty  wherewith  Christ  hath 
free !"  Then  would  they  delight  to  sit  at  I 
their  right  mind. 

Seeing  that  our  Lord  was  about  to  depart  to 
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fide  of  the  lake,  the  restored  demoniac  was  loth  to  lose 
Bight  of  his  Benefactor.  Pull  of  gratitude,  he  "  prayed 
ftat  he  might  be  with  Him."  Jesus  answered,  "  Go 
home  to  thy  friends,  and  tell  them  how  great  things  the 
wwdhath  done  unto  thee,  and  hath  had  compassion  on 
«66-*  The  man  showed  his  Mth  by  obedience :  he 
•Wed,  and  published  the  glad  tidings  throughout  the 
^  of  Decapohs.  Thus  he  became  a  missionary  of 
w  Gospel,  a  standing  witness  to  the  truth  of  the  Mes- 
Wi's  words,  "  If  I  cast  out  devils  by  the  Spirit  of  God, 
^  the  Kingdom  of  God  is  come  unto  you." 

^  merciful  Saviour,  I  believe  that  since  Thy 
^ries  over  Satan  and  evil  spirits,  they  have  no  longer 
•^er  to  hurt  the  bodies  of  men :  but  alas !  we  are  open 
',  to  spiritual  temptations.  We  wrestle  against 
^palities  and  powers,  against  the  rulers  of  dark- 
*8'  0  strengthen  me  by  Thy  mighty  aid,  that  sin 
*y  neyer  separate  me  from  Thy  love.  Eelease  me 
^  the  bondage  of  evil ;  for  thou  didst  condescend  to 
■^e  down  from  heaven  to  set  the  captives  free.  May 
''yHoly  Spirit  help  my  infirmities.  0  transform  me 
*o  Thine  own  likeness,  that  I  may  sit  at  Thy  feet, 
^'ftfid,  and  in  my  right  mind ;  so  shall  1  live  in  the 
M  light  of  Thy  countenance.    Amen, 


T  the  Thursday  of  the  Sixth  Week  after  the  Epiphany, 


The  Daughteb  of  Jaibus  baised  to  Life. 

M  POINT.     The   father's  prayer. — Many  hearts 
ged  earnestly  for  the  Messiah's  return  from  the  coast 


208  The  Devout  Christiim's  Hdp 

of  the  Gadarenes.  The-  storm  of  the  night  had  i 
the  people  anxious  for  his  safety.  "They  wer* 
waiting  for  Him"  on  the  shore.  Among  the  cro^ 
monmers  who  came  to  greet  Him  at  His  landing,  y 
ruler  of  the  synagogue,  Jairus  hy  name.  He  ha 
only  daughter  twelve  years  of  age,  lying  sick,  pa« 
hope  of  recovery:  and  whilst  our  Lord  was  yet 
unto  the  sea,  Jairus  fell  at  His  feet,  and  hesought  E 
"  My  little  daughter  [he  said]  lieth  at  the  point  of  d( 
I  pray  Thee  come  and  lay  Thine  hands  upon  her, 
she  shall  live.**  A  little  daughter,  an  only  well-belc 
child,  a  fond  father  kneeling  in  Mth  at  His  feet 
when  was  the  loving  Saviour  ever  deaf  to  sucl 
appeal  ?  He  yielded  at  once ;  but  as  He  went  towj 
the  house  the  people  followed  and  thronged  Him. 

^d  POINT.  The  woman  diseased  with  an  issa 
blood. — Though  every  moment  was  precious  to 
anxious  father,  he  must  wait  awhile ;  for  other  moor 
in  the  crowd  sought  to  share  the  blessings  which  J< 
scattered  round  Him.  Among  them  was  a  wo: 
"  diseased  with  an  issue  of  blood  twelve  years,  and 
suffered  many  things  of  many  physicians,  and  had  s] 
all  that  she  had,  and  was  nothing  bettered,  but  ra 
grew  worse.**  She  is  mercifully  drawn  to  have  reco 
to  the  Divine  Physician,  Who  hath  a  healing  bahn,Ti 
out  money  and  without  price,  for  every  sorrow.  She 
persuaded  that  an  all-prevailing  virtue  went  out  f 
Him ;  and  secretly  drew  near  in  the  crowd.  Unwi] 
to  tell  the  story  of  her  sufferings  in  the  hearing  of 
people,  "  she  came  behind,  and  touched  BHs  garm 
For  she  said, '  If  I  may  touch  but  His  clothes,  I  sha 
whole.*  And  straightway  the  fountain  of  her  blood 
dried  up ;  and  she  felt  in  her  body  that  she  was  he 
of  that  plague.  Jesus,  immediately  knowing  in  I 
self  that  virtue  was  gone  out  of  Him,  turned  ] 
about  in  the  press,  and  said,  'Who  touched 
clothes?*'*    One  look  of  Christ  convinced  the  wa 
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that  she  was  discovered.  She  bowed  herself  lowly  down 
at  His  feet,  fearing  and  trembling,  knowing  what  was 
done  in  her  .  .  .  and  told  Him  the  whole  truth.  To  be 
distressed,  and  poor,  and  humble-minded,  was  an  all- 
sufficient  claim  to  His  compassion;  He  listens  to  the 
meek  one's  desire.  "Daughter  [He  said  in  a  gentle 
voice],  be  of  good  comfort :  thy  faith  hath  made  thee 
whole;  go  in  peace."  Those  words  of  deepest  meaning 
live  for  ever,  as  a  pledge  that  Jesus  is  both  able  and 
willing  to  comfort  all  who  draw  nigh  unto  Him  as  the 
fountain  of  peace. 

3rrf  POINT,  The  daughter  of  Jairus  restored  to 
Mfe. — ^During  this  scene  in  the  highway  the  work  of 
death  in  the  ruler's  house  had  been  completed:  the 
spirit  of  his  little  daughter  had  fled.  The  bereaved 
mother  despatched  messengers  to  him  with  the  mournful 
tidings,  saying,  "  Thy  daughter  is  dead :  why  troublest 
tbou  the  Master  any  farther?"  But  it  was  not  with 
Christ  as  with  the  ancient  patriarch  Isaac,  who  had 
only  one  blessing  to  bestow.  He  is  both  rich  in  power, 
nd  lavish  of  His  gifts.  He  said  to  the  disconsolate 
CUher,  "  Fear  not :  believe  only,  and  she  shall  be  made 
wbole."  He  came  to  the  house :  already  the  mourners 
and  minstrels  had  begun  the  first  offices  of  the  dead 

*  ifter  the  Jewish  custom:  "they  wept  and  bewailed/ 
*But  He  dismissed  them  all,  saying,  'Why  make  ye 
tius  ado,  and  weep?  give  place,  for  the  maid  is  not 

.    dead,  but  sleepeth.*    And  they  laughed  Him  to  scorn/' 

;  Had  they  not  received  the  child's  last  breath,  and  closed 
her  eyes,  and  laid  her  out?  and  behold  within  the 
ehamber  lies  the  dead  body.  But  "  He  took  the  damsel 
l^ihe  hand,  and  said  unto  her, '  Talltha  cmni;*  which 

^  it,  being  interpreted, '  Damsel,  I  say  unto  thee,  Arise/ 
And  her  spirit  came  again,  and  she  arose  straightway, 
and  walked:"  "and  He  conmianded  that  something 
ahoold  be  given  her  to  eat."  These  words  teach  us 
lever  to  despair ;  God  may  suffer  us  to  fall  into  the 
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extremiiy  of  distress,  but  He  will  at  last  interfere,  and 
save  us. 

Sragor. 

Glory  be  to  Thee,  0  Lord  our  Saviour,  for  Thy  mani- 
fold mercies  to  sinners.    To  one  Thou  sayest.  Thy 
faith  hath  saved  thee ;  to  another.  Because  thou  lovert 
much  thy  sins  be  forgiven  thee ;  to  another.  Arise  from 
the  death  of  sin ;  to  another,  *'  Go  and  sin  no  more." 
Thus  Thou  art  unto  us  "the  Kesurrection  and  the 
Life  "  of  the  soul,  as  of  the  body.    Thy  jwwer  and  1oy8 
are  infinite.  We  confess  that  we  have  grievously  trans- 
gressed Thy  laws.    As  Thou,  0  Lord,  hast  been  sa 
patiently  long-suffering  to  us,  grant  that  we  may  bf 
kind  and  tender  to  all  other  sinners,  knowing  that  Wt 
ourselves  stand  in  need  every  day  of  pardon  for  oar 
offences.    ATnen, 


For  tJie  Friday  of  the  Sixth  Week  after  the  Epiphany, 


OuB  Lord  sends  forth  the  Apostles  to  Preach. 

Ist  POINT,     He  prepares  them  for  their  journey.— 
About  this  time  when  Jesus  saw  the  multitudes,  "He ' 
was  moved  with  compassion,  because  they  fainted,  and  * 
were  scattered  abroad,  as  sheep  having  no  shepherd." 
He  said    unto   the    twelve,    "The   harvest    truly  is 
plenteous,  but  the  labourers  are  few ;  pray  ye  therefore 
the  Lord  of  the  harvest,  that  He  will  send  forth  labourers 
into  His  harvest."    The  Apostles  had  been  with  flim 
long  enough  to  catch  sofnething  of  the  spirit  of  Hil 
teaching.    Hitherto  they  had  followed  Hirp   only  as 
witnesses  of  His  wonderful  works:    now  they  were 
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^mselves  to  receive  miracnloos  powers,  bieathed  into 
3m  by  Gkni  incarnate,  to  preach  His  (iospel,  heal  the 
ik,  cleanse  the  lepers,  cast  out  devils. 

2nd  POINT,  He  instructs  them. — Behold  our  Divine 
ytd  in  the  midst  of  the  attentive  Apostles,  as  He 
jlivers  a  beautiful  and  loving  discourse,  to  prepare 
lem  for  their  first  missionary  labours.  They  were  to 
)  forth  two  and  two,  carrying  neither  scrip,  nor  purse, 
»  staff;  for  their  heavenly  Father  would  provide  for 
MEm.  He  speaks  to  them  of  troubles,  not  of  peace ; 
at  bids  them  look  through  the  clouds  of  persecution 
» their  glorious  reward.  He  promises  them  joy  and 
Mnfort  amidst  the  wrongs  of  their  oppressors :  *'  Fear 
item  not,"  He  said.  Again  and  again  He  repeats, 
Ftjar  not."  "He  that  receiveth  you  receiveth  Me; 
nd  he  that  receiveth  Me,  receiveth  Him  that  sent  Me." 
•nch  is  the  intimate  relationship  between  His  heavenly 
•^ther  and  all  who  promote  the  kingdom  of  His  dear 
•on.  This  close  communion  with  Him  is  the  strength 
»f  their  persevering  energy. 

3rrf  POINT,  The  Labourers  are  few.— Jesus  Christ 
^ho  uttered  those  words,  "The  harvest  truly  is 
)lenteous,  but  the  labourers  are  few,"  even  now 
«holds  from  His  throne  the  multitudes  fainting  and 
mattered  abroad  as  sheep  having  no  shepherd.  Re- 
leemed  by  His  precious  blood,  baptized  in  His  Name, 
^  often  live  in  crowded  haunts  of  open  sin.  Some 
here  are  amongst  us  of  noble,  generous  hearts,  of  meek, 
entle  temi)ers,  men  and  women  who  dedicate  their 
ime  and  energies,  and  their  substance,  to  deeds  of 
barity.  They  assist  to  build  churches  and  schools, 
aid  forth  Bishops  and  Clergy  to  the  Gentiles,  instruct 
le  young  and  ignorant,  visit  the  sick,  and  bring  in 
3nitent  sinners  from  the  highways  of  darkness.  We 
ay  reverentlj  helieve  that  their  names  are  alr^ad^ 
I'tfen  in  heaven,  though  they  yet  live  to  adoxTi  W\^ 
th,  a  blessing  to  their  fe/iow-creatures,  an  lionoxtt  \o 
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human  nature.  They  can  best  tell  how  vast 
evils  they  seek  to  remedy — how  ahnost  hopeL 
task  for  want  of  help.  They  at  least  with  i 
hearts  pray  the  Lord  of  the  harvest  to  sei 
labourers.  0  my  soul,  be  thou  kindled  to  a  lov 
suffering  fellow-creatures;  be  prompt  and  zej 
the  holy  cause  of  spreading  thy  Saviour*s 
constant  in  prayer  that  His  blessing  may  crc 
labours  of  His  servants. 

0  Lord  Jesus,  Chief  Shepherd  of  souls,  teach 
worthy  as  we  are,  to  live  unto  others,  not  to  ou] 
to  know  the  glorious  end  for  which  Thou  hast  i 
members  of  Thy  Church.  Grant  us  grace  to  ser 
in  deeds  of  faith  by  love  to  the  sheep  of  Tl 
wandering  in  the  wilderness  of  sin,  and  faini 
want  of  shepherds.  Above  all  the  vain  enjoyn 
the  world,  above  all  praises  and  empty  hone 
beauty,  and  fading  pleasure,  Thou  only  ai-t  w( 
admiration,  and  love,  and  glory,  for  ever  an' 
Amen. 


For  the  Saturday  -of  the  Sixth  Week  after  the  Ep 


The  Death  of  John  the  Baptist. 

1st  POINT.  The  Apostles  hearing  of  John' 
return  to  their  Master. — When  the  Twelve  Apos 
set  forth  on  their  appointed  mission,  our  Lord  d 
elsewhere  to  teach.  We  know  not  how  long  the  d 
were  absent,  nor  the  various  roads  they  took ;  b 
went  through  the  towns,  calHng  ujkju  the  pe 
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repent, "  for  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  is  at  hand."    And 
they  cast  out  many  devils,  and  anointed  with  oil  many 
that  were  sick,  and  healed  them.    In  the  midst  of  their 
labours  they  received  intelligence  that  John  the  Baptist 
had  been  violently  put  to  death  by  Herod  Antipas,  the 
Tetrarch  of  Galilee.     Some  of   them  had  been  his 
dkciples ;  all  admired  and  revered  him ;  for  none  born 
of  woman  was  greater  than  John.    The  news  spread 
fitt  and  wide,  and  reached  them  as  they  were  travelling 
two  and  two  in  different  places.     Fearing  that  this 
cruel  act  of  Herod  would  be  followed  by  some  violence 
against  their  own  beloved  Master,  they  all  with  one  ac- 
cord returned  to  Him. 

Herod  for  a  while  had  held  the  Baptist  in  great 
wspect,  listened  to  him  gladly,  and  followed  his  advice 
in  many  things.  But  through  an  unholy  passion  for 
Herodias,  his  brother  Philip's  wife,  he  became  utterly 
depraved,  and  was  led  step  by  step  to  adultery  and  incest. 
Hardened  in  guilt  by  unrestrained  licentiousness,  he 
was  lost  to  every  principle  of  virtue  and  humanity, 
until  against  his  own  will  he  dared  to  murder  the 
prophet  of  God  to  satisfy  the  revenge  of  an  adulteress. 
He  is  a  dreadful  example  of  the  fatal  end  of  indulging 
in  any  one  known  sin;  how  it  spreads  its  poison 
through  the  whole  heart,  corrupting  and  destroying  it. 

^nd  POINT.    The  character  of  John. — Miraculously 
bom,  according  to  the  promise  of  an  angel  from  God  to 
Zacharias,  endued  with  supernatural  sanctity  and  wis- 
dom, sternly  ascetic  in  his  early  life  in  the  wilderness, 
in  daily  acts  of  self-denial  and  self-sacrifice;  in  lowly 
retirement  hiding  himself  from  the  praise  of  the  world ; 
tben  going  forth  in  the  stem  sense  of  duty,  boldly 
&cing  the  leaders  and  teachers  of  the  people,  preaching 
frue  repentance,  and  the  duties  of  the  law  of  God,  the 
lienild  and  baptizer  of  Christ,  the  first  who  bore  witness 
that  He  was  the  Son  of  God,  and  now  His  first  martyred 
•Bnrant. 
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*6rd  POINT.  His  death.— We  haye  seen  how  Herod 
was  persuaded  by  Herodias  to  cast  the  holy  prophet 
into  prison ;  and  now  on  a  set  day — Herod's  birthday— 
a  sumptuous  banquet  was  prepared  for  "  his  lords,  h^ 
captains,  and  chief  estates  of  Galilee/*  In  the  midst  of 
the  music  and  feasting  a  beautiful  young  damsel,  named 
Salome,  by  birth  a  princess,  the  daughter  of  Philip  and 
Herodias,  came  in  and  danced  before  the  guests. 

Flattered  by  this  mark  of  respect  on  his  birthday, 
and  by  the  applause  of  his  guests,  Herod  said  to  the 
damsel,  "  Ask  of  me  whatsoever  thou  wilt,  and  I  ^ 
give  it  thee,  even  to  the  half  of  my  kingdom."  The 
rash  and  fatal  promise  was  confirmed  by  an  oath;— "he 
sware  unto  her."  And  Salome,  after  consulting  with 
her  mother,  demanded;  saying,  "  Give  me  here  John  the 
Baptist's  head  in  a  charger."  Then  Herod  was  sorry; 
for  "all  men  counted  John  as  a  prophet."  But  hiB 
conscience  was  blunted  by  familiarity  with  sin ;  remorse 
gave  place  to  false  pride.  "  For  his  oath's  sake "  he 
would  not  deny  her  request.  Immediately  an  execu- 
tioner was  sent  to  the  prison ;  and  brought  the  bloody 
head  of  the  Baptist  in  a  dish  to  Salome,  who  delivered 
it  to  her  mother.  "What  a  warning  against  rash  tovs 
and  hasty  promises!  What  a  lesson  as  to  the  con- 
sequences of  the  love  of  pleasure ! 

Uh  POINT,  Herod  Antipas.— Wonderful  that  sudi 
a  barbarous  scene  at  the  supper-table  did  not  strike  the 
lordly  guests  with  horror.  The  whole  story  exhibits  a 
recklessness  of  vice  and  atrocity  prevailing  in  Herod's 
court  to  be  equalled  only  by  the  acts  of  his  unnatural 
father,  Herod  the  Great.  His  crime  was  at  once  blazoned 
to  the  world  by  the  notoriety  of  the  prophet's  death. 
Grod's  eye  was  upon  him.  "There  is  no  peace, saith 
the  Lord,  unto  the  wicked."  Isaiah  xlviii.  22.  The 
voice  of  conscience  cannot  be  hushed ;  it  makes  cowards 
of  the  reprobate.  Thus  it  was  with  Herod ;  for  soon 
afterwards,  hearing  the  rei)ort  of  Christ's  miracles,  his 


to  Meditation.  215 

irt  smote  him:  he  thought  it  must  be  the  Baptist 
ne  again  to  trouble  him.  In  vain  his  courtiers  and 
tterers  would  hayo  persuaded  him  that  it  might  be 
ias,  or  ooe  of  the  other  prophets ;  he  answered  fear- 
Uy,  •*!!  is  John  whom  I  beheaded :  he  is  risen  from 
e  dead."  Yet  with  a  strange  superstitious  audacity, 
en  then  "he  desired  to  see  Him/'  to  be  resolved 
lether  He  was  the  Baptist  or  no.  He  fdled  up  the 
easure  of  his  iniquity  on  the  day  of  our  Lord's  cruci- 
don,  when  he  and  his  men  of  war  arrayed  Him  in  a 
»rgeous  robe^  set  Him  at  nought,  and  mocked  Him. 
at  be  died  a  miserable  death  in  exile  with  the  guilty 
erodias.  Our  sin  will  always  find  us  out  Some 
)ecial  judgment  we  may  surely  look  for  to  follow  our 
n:  so  quickly  done,  it  may  be  so  long  punished! 

0  Gk)d,  unto  Whom  all  our  secret  desires  are  known, 
eep  my  soul  from  the  least  approach  of  sin,  that  I  n!iay 
bhor  every  evil  thought,  word,  or  deed  as  offensive  to 
hee,  provoking  Thy  just  anger.  I  do  renounce  all 
le  works  of  darkness,  lest  I  forfeit  Thy  gracious  love : 
nr  the  wicked  have  no  inheritance  in  the  Kingdom  of 
[eaven ;  and  it  is  a  shame  even  to  speak  of  those  things 
rhich  are  done  of  them  in  secret.  0  cleanse  me  from 
U  filthiness  of  flesh  and  spirit,  that  I  may  fly  from  the 
Dilution  which  is  in  the  world  through  lust;  so  may  I 
^ect  holiness  in  Thy  fear  and  love.  Grant  this  for 
liy  mercy's  sake  in  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.    Amen, 
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SEPTTJAGESIMA. 

Inteoduction. 

Skptuagbsima  Sunday  is  about  seventy  days  before 
Easter.  The  Church  has  wisely  appointed  this  week, 
and  Sexagesima,  and  the  half  week  of  Quinquagesims, 
to  be  a  period  of  preparation  for  the  holy  season  of  Lent 
During  this  interval  we  may  continue  to  contemplate 
the  life,  doctrine,  and  miracles  of  our  most  bleesed 
Lord ;  and  so  be  humbled  to  a  deep  sense  of  our  siM, 
which  brought  Him  down  from  heaven.  Then  we  shaD 
be  moved  to  true  repentance,  to  a  steadfast  faith  in  Him 
as  the  Son  of  Grod,  to  a  joyful  hope  in  His  promises,  and 
an  ardent  love  for  so  merciful  a  Saviour.  May  the  Holy 
Spirit  purify  our  thoughts,  quicken  our  faith,  support 
our  feeble  steps ! 


-•o*- 


For  Sunday  in  Septuagesima  Week. 


The  Feeding  of  the  Five  Thousand. 

1st  POINT,  Jesus  retires  to  the  other  side  of  the  lake. 
— The  disciples  of  John  the  Baptist  lamenting  the  so^ 
rowful  death  of  their  master,  "  took  up  his  corpse,  and 
laid  it  in  a  tomb ;  then  hastened,"  and  told  Jesus.  The 
Apostles  also  having  returned  to  Him,  our  Lord  said, 
"  Come  ye  yourselves  apart  into  a  desert  place,  and  rest 
awhile,"  meaning  that  they  should  retire  from  the  king- 
dom of  Herod  Antipas.  Therefore  they  passed  over  to 
the  other  side.  When  the  people  saw  Him  going  away 
in  the  ship,  they  ran  round  the  north  end  of  the  lake  of 
Gennesareth,  to  meet  Him  as  He  landed.  When  He  came 
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ship,  and  saw  the  multitudes  eagerly  seeking 
was  moved  with  compassion;  and  went  up 
)f  the  mountains  near  the  lake,  where  He  sat 
disciples,  teaching  the  people,  and  healing 
ises.  It  was  an  uncultivated  country,  fit  only 
age;  "there  was  much  grass  in  the  place." 

as  the  evening  drew  on,  the  disciples  said  to 
ter,  "  This  is  a  desert  place,  and  the  time  is 

send  the  multitude  away,  that  they  may  go 
illages,  and  buy  themselves  victuals."  The 
almly  replied,  "  They  need  not  depart ;  give 
)  eat."  Well  might  tiiey  be  astonished  at  the 
everal  thousands  on  the  mountain;  and  all 
?as  five  loaves,  and  two  small  fishes,  which  a 
L  in  his  basket ! 

INT.  The  people  are  miraculously  fed. — Our 
7  how  to  meet  the  difficulty :  He  would  pro- 
iantly  for  all.  He  commanded  that  the  people 
down  by  companies  on  the  green  grass.  And 
own  in  ranks  by  hundreds  and  by  fifties— in 
)out  five  thousand  besides  women  and  children, 
5,  and  wondering  what  was  about  to  happen, 
i  took  the  loaves  and  fishes,  and  looking  up  to 
3  blessed  them,  and  brake.  Then  He  delivered 
jiples,  and  they  to  the  multitude.  The  bread. 

Divine  blessing,  was  hallowed,  and  received  a 
3  multiplying  power.  "  They  did  all  eat,  and 
."  Visible  to  the  eye,  sensible  to  the  touch, 
pematurally  in  the  distribution ;  it  was  eaten, 
jminished— consumed,  yet  increased.  The 
a  sacramental  action,  prefiguring  the  Eucha- 
t  of  Divine  food  to  countless  souls  in  the  Uni- 
rch,  feeding  on  Him, "  the  Living  Bread  which 
n  from  heaven."     When  all  were  satisfied, 

to  His  disciples,  "  Gather  up  the  fragments 
n,  that  nothing  be  lost ;"  and  they  filled  twelve 
One  loaf  fed  a  thousand !  the  fragments  were 
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many  tunes  more  than  the  original  quantity!  ^ 
Saviour  of  the  world  had  no  home  to  receive  His  fe: 
ing  people ;  the  mountain  was  His  guest-table^  the  gr 
grass  their  coucIjl;  His  blessing  their  rich  repast 

3rd  POINT,  Jesus  goes  up  into  a  mountain  to  pi 
— The  multitudes  were  amazed :  they  rose  up  to  p 
claim  Messias  the  Captain  of  the  host  of  Israel.  Tl 
desired  "  to  take  Him  by  force  to  make  Him  a  kin 
But  their  hearts  deceived  them,  as  Jesus  knew  too  w 
Soon  their  cry  would  be,  "Away  with  this  man  . 
Crucify  Him,  crucify  Him  .  .  .  We  have  no  king  1 
CsBsar/'  He  sent  them  to  their  homes ;  and  commanc 
His  disciples  to  go  back  in  the  ship  to  the  other  si* 
Then  "  He  went  up  into  a  mountain  apart  to  pray." 
voluntary  exile  from  His  Father's  presence,  the  "  M 
of  sorrows"  sought  comfort  in  heavenly  communi 
Knowing  all  the  past  from  eternity,  having  all  domin: 
over  the  present,  foreseeing  all  the  future.  He  pra; 
Who  can  penetrate  the  mystery?  This  privilege 
prayer  to  a  Heavenly  Father  He  bequeathed  to  « 
willing  heart,  as  the  highest  earthly  privilege.  B 
precious  the  Divine  blessing  that  rests  on  the  spirit 
devotion,  breathed  into  us  by  Grod  from  His  realnu 
light,  opening  out  to  us  new  visions  of  truth  and  j 
more  and  more,  as  we  pray ! 

0  most  blessed  Saviour,  Thy  pure  spirit  was  worl 
to  ascend  up  from  earth  to  the  Heaven  of  heavens, 
enjoy  communion  with  the  Almighty  Father,  as  Tl 
hadst  done  from  eternity  on  Thy  throne.  But  I,  al 
am  such  a  miserable  sinner,  that  I  may  not  presnnu 
approach  His  awful  presence  except  in  Thy  Nai 
pleading  Thy  gracious  promises,  and  all-prevaD 
merits.  I  beseech  Thee,  grant  me  pardon  and  pes 
say  unto  my  sorrowing  heart,  "Thy  sins  be  forgi 
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lee."  Help  me  by  Thy  Holy  Spirit  to  discern  the  in- 
:pressible  happiness  of  the  saints  and  angels  in  their 
bration  before  the  throne.  I  humbly  desire  to  live  in 
3nitence  and  prayer,  in  faith  and  love,  looking  nnto 
bee  as  the  fountain  of  all  joy ;  and  feeding  on  Thee, 
Hio  art  the  living  Bread  that  came  down  from  heaven. 
[men. 


For  Monday  in  Septuagesima  Week, 


,     Jesus  walks  on  the  Sea. 

1st  POINT,  The  disciples  are  in  the  ship.— In 
>bedience  to  the  Divine  command  the  disciples  had 
ambarked  for  Capernaum:  but  night  overtook  them; 
a  high  and  contrary  wind  arose,  so  that  they  could  not 
earry  sail.  They  toiled  therefore  with  rowing  for  j5ve- 
ind-twenty  or  thirty  furlongs,  until  it  was  dark,  driven 
to  and  fro  in  the  midst  of  the  sea:  and  their  dear 
Master  was  a^ay !  But  He  knew  their  distress,  absent 
though  He  was  on  the  distant  mountain :  the  wind  and 
swelhng  waves  might  terrify,  but  could  not  harm  His 
beloved ;  for  they  could  only  move  in  obedience  to  His 
will 

2nd  POINT.  The  Messiah  comes  to  their  assistance. 
—Behold,  about  the  fourth  watch,  in  the  faint  dawn  of 
morning.  One  stands  upon  the  solitary  shore !  It  is  the 
Sonof  God,  Who  would  still  the  tempest  and  calm  their 
fauB,  His  purpose  is  to  cross  the  lake  and  comfort  His 
disciples.  He  needeth  no  ship  to  bear  Him  on  His 
nnysterious  way.  The  water  becomes  a  crystal  pave- 
nent  for  His  hallowing  feet ;  "  He  walketh  on  the  waves 
if  the  sea;''  Job  ix.  8.  He  imparts  to  them  a  sustain- 
hg  power  beyond  their  natural  laws.    It  was  the  hour 
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of  early  tamrise ;  tlio  miefe  hung  upon  the  i 
long  shadows  of  the  morning  were  on  the  lake 
the  distance  His  disciples  perceived  a  strauge  m 
figure  gliding  towards  thorn,  walking  on  the  8t 
drew  nigh  unto  the  ship,  a  thrill  of  terror  ci 
them ;  they  knew  not  what  it  was ;  it  Beemed  s 
it  would  pass  by  them.  "  They  sajd, '  It  is 
and  they  cried  out  for  fear."  They  who  p 
before  had  power  given  them  to  cast  out  devils, 
at  what  they  thought  a  spectre.  Such  is  man' 
feor  of  a  spirit  from  the  unseen  world,  since 
when  sinful  Adam  trembled  at  tlie  voic«  of 
God  "walking  in  the  garden."  But  Jesus 
them;  and  they  knew  the  well-known  voice 
blessed  words,  which  are  for  ever  the  joy  of 
"Be  of  good  cheer,  it  is  I,"  quieted  their  fears, 
a&aid,"  He  said ;  and  all  was  peace.  If  th( 
ready  to  receive  Him,  Christ  breathes  a  ca,lm 
tempest.    Re  is  "  the  anchor  of  the  aoul." 

Srd  POINT.  Peter's  weak  fiiith.— As  soon 
comforting  words,  "  Be  of  good  cheer,  it  is  I, 
the  ears  of  Peter,  always  fervent  in  ze^/and 
dent,  he  said,  "Lord,  if  it  be  Thou,  bid  me  & 
Thee  upon  the  water:"  and  Jesus  said,  "Co 
hjs  Master's  command  he  dared  do  all  things 
for  permission,  but  prompt  to  obey.  Short! 
was  Peter's  confidence ;  for  when  he  was  come 
the  water,  seeing  the  wind  boisterous,  and  t 
high,  he  was  afraid,  and  began  to  sinK.  Bi 
moment  of  peril  his  trust  was  in  Christ :  he  i 
"  Lord,  save  me ;"  and  immediately  Jesus 
forth  His  hand,  and  caught  him.  There  was 
tiiat  Divine  hand,  compassion  in  that  gentle  n 
thou  of  little  faith,  wherefore  didst  thou  dou 
that  loves  may  stumble ;  but  he  is  caught  t 
mighty  Ann.  Our  Lord  entered  the  ship, 
ceased,  end  immediately  tbey  found  themselvt 


to  Meditation,  221 

be  shore ;  "  He  bringeth  them  to  their  desired  haven.'* 
And  they  were  sore  amazed  in  themselves  above  mea- 
sure, and  wondered ;"  they  came  and  worshipped  Him, 
»ying,  "  Of  a  truth  Thou  art  the  Son  of  God."  He  did 
not  reject  this  act  of  homage.  Being  One  with  God  the 
Pather,  He  permitted  them  to  pay  Him  rehgious  worship, 
which  belongs  to  God  alone. 

|9ras^« 

Merciful  Lord  Jesus,  hear  us  when  we  call  upon  Thee 
in  the  day  of  trouble.  Vouchsafe  to  behold  Thy  servants, 
tossed  as  a  ship  in  the  tumults  of  an  unquiet  world.  Our 
feith  is  weak ;  our  hearts  are  disquieted  within  us ;  we 
are  drawn  different  ways  between  our  foolish  desires 
and  Thy  holy  commands.  But  if  Thou,  Lord,  point  out 
our  path,  and  draw  nigh  to  help,  one  sweet  and  season- 
able word  of  Thy  voice  can  calm  the  tempest  of  our 
Noughts.  Say  unto  our  souls,  "  Be  of  good  cheer,  it  is 
I,"  that  we  may  find  our  rest  in  Thee.    Amen, 


For  Tuesday  in  Septuagesima  Week, 


OuB  Lord's  Disootjese  in  the  Synagogue  op  Capernaum. 

Itt  POINT,  The  unbelieving  Jews. — The  morning 
«fter  the  miracle  of  feeding  the  five  thousand,  the  people, 
coming  in  search  of  Jesus,  fotmd  that  He  had  departed 
to  the  other  side  of  the  lake.  This  was  a  mystery 
to  them ;  for  they  knew  that  the  disciples  had  embarked 
the  evening  before  in  the  only  ship  that  was  there. 
Whilst  they  were  in  this  dilemma  some  boats  arrived 
from  other  places :  these  they  hired,  and  followed  Him  to 
Capernaum.    To  their  astonishment  they  found  l^^Tf\  m 


*222  The  Devaui  Christian's  Help 

the  synagogue.  "  Rabbi  [they  said],  how  earnest  Thoa 
hither?"  He  might  have  told  them  of  His  wonderful 
walk  across  the  sea:  but  He  made  them  no  direct 
answer.  He  understood  their  motives ;  and  replied, 
"  Verily,  verily  I  say  unto  you,  ye  seek  Me,  not  becanfle 
ye  saw  the  miracles,  but  because  ye  did  eat  of  the  loayeB, 
and  were  filled.  Labour  not  for  the  meat  which 
perisheth,  but  for  that  meat  which  endureth  unto  eYe^ 
lasting  life,  which  the  Son  of  man  shall  give  unto  yon.* 
He  would  not  magnify  Himself,  but  instruct  and  saw 
them ! 

2nd  POINT.  Christ  the  Bread  that  came  down  ftm 
heaven. — Thus  began  that  memorable  discour^,  re- 
corded in  the  sixth  chapter  of  St.  John's  Gospel,  so  M 
of  gracious  promises  made  by  the  Son  of  God  to  all  who 
faithfully  receive  Him  in  the  Holy  Eucharist.  Eyery 
word  from  verse  85  to  65  should  be  deeply  engraved  in 
our  hearts :  for  therein  is  the  great  mystery,  seven 
times  told  in  varied  phrase,  that  whosoever  eateth  His 
Flesh,  and  drinketh  His  Blood,  hath  eternal  life.  The 
hardened  Jews  reproachfully  demanded  a  yet  further 
proof  of  His  power :  "  What  sign  showest  Thou,  that 
we  may  see,  and  believe  Thee."  Nothing  less  than 
manna  from  heaven,  such  as  their  fathers  had  eaten  in 
the  wilderness,  would  satisfy  their  unbelief.  Jesus,  with 
all  forbearance,  reminded  them  that  their  fathers,  who 
for  forty  years  had  been  fed  on  manna,  died  the  common 
death :  but  He  was  "  the  true  Bread,  which  came  down 
from  heaven,  and  giveth  life  unto  the  world."  They 
murmured  among  themselves,  "  Is  not  this  Jesus,  whose 
father  and  mother  we  know?  How  is  it  that  He  saith 
I  came  down  from  heaven?"  Again  He  declared, "I 
am  that  Bread  of  life  .  .  .  the  Living  Bread  which  came 
down  from  heaven,  that  a  man  may  eat  thereof,  and  not 
die  ...  if  a  man  eat  of  tliis  Bread  he  shall  live  for 
ever."  They  lacked  the  faith  which  can  understand 
mystehes,  and  discern  tlae  VnN\«fti\fe  m\)aa  ^^sMe. 
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OINT.  He  that  believeth  on  the  Son  of  God 
rlasting  life. — This  is  the  precious  and  blessed 

the  Gospel — the  promise  of  reconciliation 
pardoned  sinners  and  a  heavenly  Father;  the 
k  of  their  safety;— the  scorn  of  the  Jews,  the 
joy  of  Christians,  to  be  gloriously  established 
)ming  of  the  Kesurrection  before  an  assembled 
low  then  is  this  saving  faith  to  be  attained  ? 
ilares,  "  No  man  can  come  to  Me,  except  the 
iiich  hath  sent  Me  draw  him,  as  it  is  wiitten 
•ophets,  '  They  shall  be  all  taught  of  God/ " 
DO  drawn  to  the  Son  is  the  free  gift  of  the 
'  the  Holy  Spirit :  yet  on  another  occasion  He 
)  man  cometh  unto  the  Father  but  by  Me." 
ha,t  pertains  to  man's  Kedemption  circles  round 
cal  love  of  the  Holy  Trinity. 
30ul,  wilt  thou  not  so  prepare  thyself  by  peni- 
humiliation,  by  prayers  and  hymns  of  praise, 

mayest  be  a  purified  temple  for  the  gracious 
5  of  God?  Kneel  before  His  throne;  let  all 
;hts,  thy  powers,  thy  affections,  strain  upwards 
.  His  glory,  that  thou  mayest  catch  a  faint 
f  the  Beatific  Vision,  prepared  for  all  who  love 

IPratinr. 

lessed  Lord  Jesus,  0  Incarnate  God,  I  faith- 
3ve  Thy  word  and  promises,  that  Thou  art  the 

Life,  and  that  whoso  eateth  of  Thee  in  a 
jontrite,  confiding  spirit,  shall  live  for  ever.    O 

to  understand  the  mystery  of  Thy  love  in 
.own  from  Thy  Father's  bosom,  that  Thou 
present  me,  miserable  sinner  that  I  am,  before 
le^  as  among  those  who  have  washed  their 
i  made  them  white  in  Thy  Blood.  All  blessing, 
or,  and  glory,  and  power,  be  unto  Thee  for  this 
expressible  goodness.  0  lead  my  feeble  steps ; 
near  to  Thy  holy  altar  with  a  heart  full  oi  to- 
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morse  for  my  sins,  there  thankfally  to  take  and  eat  the 
Sacramental  Bread,  and  feed  on  Thee,  the  Heayenly 
Manna.    Amen. 


-*^»- 


For  Wednesday  in  Septuagesima  Week. 


Holy  Communion. 

1st  POINT.  Promise  of  eternal  life  to  worthy,  com- 
municants.— The  Jews  murmured  when  our  Lord  told 
them  He  came  down  from  heaven :  much  more  when  Bfl 
proceeded  to  make  these  memorable  declarations  :— 

"I  am  the  Living  Bread  which  came  down  from 
heaven :  if  a  man  eat  of  this  Bread,  he  shall  live  for 
ever :  and  the  Bread  that  I  will  give  him  is  My  Flesh, 
which  I  will  give  for  the  life  of  the  world." 

"  Except  ye  eat  the  flesh  of  the  Son  of  man,  and  drink 
His  Blood,  ye  have  no  life  in  you." 

"  Whoso  eateth  My  Flesh,  and  drinketh  My  Blood, 
hath  eternal  life,  and  I  will  raise  him  up  at  the  larf 
day." 

"  My  Flesh  is  meat  indeed,  and  My  Blood  is  drii|k 
indeed." 

"  He  that  eateth  My  Flesh,  and  drinketh  My  Blood, 
dwelleth  in  Me,  and  I  in  him." 

"  As  the  Living  Father  hath  sent  Me,  and  I  live  by 
the  Father,  so  he  that  eateth  Me,  even  he  shall  live  by 
Me." 

"  This  is  that  Bread  that  came  down  from  heaven :  he 
that  eateth  this  Bread  shall  live  for  ever/' 

Surely  these  are  plain  words,  if  we  be  willing  to 
receive,  and  understand  them;— made  all  the  mort 
solemn  by  the  forcible  repetition. 
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rful  is  this  miracle  of  love  "wrought  for  ns  by 
f  God !  "  As  if  it  had  not  been  love  enough  to 
n  Himself  for  ns  on  the  Cross,  He  hath  fonnd 
^  to  give  Himself  to  ns  in  the  Holy  Sacrament, 
Himself  to  ns  with  the  most  intimate  union 
3ssible  to  conceive,  to  become  the  very  food, 
le  strengtii,  the  support  of  our  souls,  to  become 
us,  to  become  the  very  Soul  of  our  souls,  and 
Elesurrection  Life  of  our  bodies."  * 

IINT,  The  Eucharistic  Feast.— The  Divine 
s  made  to  all  on  the  conditions  of  faith  and 
,  to  eat  the  Heavenly  Manna,  and  to  drink  the 
le  true  Vine.  This  is  the  Eucharistic  Feast  of 
s  table,  where  His  loving  guests  "  feed  on  Him 
earts  by  feith  with  thanksgiving."  0  that  all 
not  tasted  could  but  once  know  how  sweet  It 
•ecious  to  the  soul !  Then  they  would  never 
)ng  for  its  refreshment  again  and  again :  they 
[uire  no  persuasions  to  partake  of  this  rich  re- 
-cramental  Manna,  "  angels'  food." 

INT,  The  Eucharistic  Sacrifice.— This  is  the 
ic  Sacrifice  of  the  Christian  altar,  when  we 
re  the  Father's  throne  the  Lamb  of  Atonement, 
n  well-beloved  Son,  all  His  merits,  all  His 
.  We  plead  the  Divine  promise  that  on  Him 
)  "  laid  the  iniquity  of  us  all."  Isaiah  liii.  6. 
out  our  confessions  of  sin ;  we  receive  absolu- 
eat  Bread— it  is  His  most  sacred  Body;  we 
Qe — it  is  His  most  precious  Blood ;  we  depart 
essing.  The  Body  and  Blood— spiritual,  not 
Bal,  not  ideal,  are  the  nonrishment  of  the  soul  to 
e,  according  to  Christ's  often  repeated  pledge. 

,  my  Saviour,  I  most  humbly  praise  Thee  for 
le  mystery  of  the  Communion  of  Thy  Body  and 

*  Bishop  Ken, 
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Blood,  as  the  blessed  hope  of  eternal  life  to  pen 
sinners.  I  can  never  render  to  Thee  sufficient  tl: 
for  "  these  wonders  of  Thy  love,  which  the  very  ai 
who  never  sinned,  so  much  admire.  I  will  love  [ 
0  Lord  my  King :  I  will  praise  Thy  name  for  evei 
ever."  "Thou,  Who  art  Grod  from  all  eternity, 
take  upon  Thee  man's  nature  on  our  behalf.  0  j 
me  Thy  grace  to  know  the  fulness  of  the  Presei 
Thy  Life  in  me,  and  joy  in  it  with  an  exceeding 
Amen, 


ififtt  a^etiftatton» 

For  Thursday  in  Septitagesima  Week, 


Pbbparation  fob  Holy  Communion. 

1st  POINT.  Self-examination.— Li  our  everj 
life,  whenever  we  undertake  anything  importan 
business,  or  pleasure,  we  fail  not  to  examine  all 
means  and  appliances  of  preparation;  we  pK 
whatever  may  promote  our  success  or  enjoyii 
Have  we  to  attend  a  feast  or  entertainment?  w( 
careful  so  to  prepare  ourselves,  that  we  may  aj 
before  the  host  and  his  guests  with  propriety.  S 
approaching  the  Divine  banquet  of  the  Ijord's  Sp] 
the  marriage  feast  of  the  heavenly  Bridegroom,  it  is 
and  right  that  we  examine  into  the  state  of  our  he 
lest  coming  without  the  Wedding  Garment  we 
offence,  and  so  be  shut  out  from  the  Marriage  Su 
of  the  Lamb  in  heaven. 

Prepare  thyself,  0  my  soul,  for  Holy  Communio 
a  close  examination  of  thy  past  and  present  life 
purity  of  thy  thoughts  and  motives,  and  thy  sii 
resolves  to  choose  the  better  path  in  future; 
strait  is  the  gate,  and  natiorw  is  the  way,  that  leade 
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eternal  life.     Probe  deeply  the  sore  that  hinders  thy 
spiritual  health.     Cross-examine  thyself  with  all  the 
seyerity  of  conscience,  as  in  the  sight  of  a  holy  Judge, 
Who  knows  every  secret  thought.     Answer  honestly 
to  thyself,  whether  thou  dost  feel  a  bitter  remorse  for 
thy  sins,  past  or  present.    Dost  thou  desire,  and  stead- 
fiwtly  intend  to  lead  a  new  life,  following  the  commands 
of  Gfod?    Hast  thou  a  sincere  feith  in  the  Divine  mercy 
through  Christ  ?    Dost  thou  cherish  a  thankful  remem- 
brance of  His  death,  as  the  only  Atonement  for  sinners 
like  thyself?    And  last,  but  not  least,   art  thou  in 
Christian  charity  with  all  men  ?  or  dost  thou  bear  some 
secret  dislike,  prejudice,  or  grudge  against  a  friend, 
Klative,  or  neighbour  for  some  oflfence — real  or  sup- 
posed?'  In  every  case  pray  fervently  for  the  help  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  to  deepen  thy  sorrow  for    sin,  to 
strengthen  thy  good  resolutions,  to  enlighten  thy  faith, 
to  kindle  an  ardent  love  for  the  merciful  Jesus  Christ 
our  Lord,  and  a  hearty  good  will  towards  all  others, 
who  are  no  less  the  objects  of  His  love  than  thou  art. 
So  prove  thyself  His  worthy  disciple. 

^nd  POINT, ^  Repentance. — "Repent,  for  the  King- 
dom of  Heaven  is  at  hand,"  was  the  text  of  the 
pleaching  of  John  the  Baptist.  So  also  our  Lord 
everywhere  preached,  "The  Kingdom  of  God  is  at 
hand,  repent  ye,  and  believe  the  Gospel.  .  .  .  Except 
ye  repent,  ye  shall  all  likewise  perish.  ...  I  came  to 
call  sinners  to  repentance."  When  He  sent  forth  the 
Twelve,  two  and  two,  "they  went  out,  and  preached 
everywhere  that  men  should  repent."  Just  before  His 
Asooision  He  commanded  "  that  repentance,  and  remis- 
sion of  sins,  should  be  preached  in  His  name." 

Bepentance  for  sin  is  the  first  step  of  approach  to  the 
tfaione  of  the  Grod  of  purity;  our  first  promise  at 
the  font  of  Baptism;  the  first  requirement  before  we 
venture  to  draw  nigh  to  the  sacred  mysteries  of  \\\^ 
Altar.    It  is  the  groundwork  of  a  new  life,  changm^g 


our  defilement  in  His  sight,  and  before  the  holy 
K  we  have  any  admiration  of  the  spotless  ini 
of  a  crucified  Saviour,  we  shall  deplore  our  i 
gratitude  in  repaying  His  wonders  of  love  bj 
very  offences  that  caused  His  agonies. 

If  we  call  to  mind  the  constant,  but  ne; 
breathings  of  the  ever-blessed  Spirit  within  oui 
His  persuasions  to  holiness.  His  warnings  agaii 
we  must  look  upon  our  uncleanness  with  abho 
and  grieve  for  having  done  despite  to  His  m 
gifts  of  grace. 

Srd  POINT,  Purposes  of  leading  a  new  life, 
worse  than  vain  to  cry  before  the  throne  of  God, 
is  me,  miserable  wretch,  that  I  should  offend 
dulgent,  so  liberal,  so  tender  a  Father,"  and  the 
to  sin  again ;  it  is  an  insult  to  Him  who  sittetfa 
If  the  sorrow  that  brings  us  to  our  knees  is  hon( 
heartfelt,  it  will  prompt  us  steadfastly  to  return 
paths  of  holiness  and  peace— and  keep  us  ther 
this  end,  contemplate  the  excellencies  of  the  M< 
and  pray  incessantly  that  you  may  receive  pow< 
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lowly."  If  He  went  about  doing  good  to  multitudes, 
we  may  in  our  measure  at  home,  and  in  our  narrow 
circle,  shed  the  sweet  influences  of  love  on  all  around 
ns.  If  He  was  long-suffering  before  His  persecutors, 
we  may  forbear  with  those  who  wrongfully  treat, 
reproach,  and  vilify  us.  If  He  Who  knew  no  sin,  to 
Whom  angels  ministered  on  earth.  Who  controlled  the 
)lements,  and  cast  out  evil  spirits,  spent  whole  m'ghts 
n  prayer  to  His  Heavenly  Father,  surely  such  feeble, 
rail  creatures  as  we  are  ought  to  seek  Divine  help  and 
liidance  every  hour  of  the  day.  Prayer  is  our  strength 
gainst  evil  temptations  from  without,  the  only  sure 
sfdge  from  ourselves  within.  The  infinitely  pure 
rod,  most  wise  and  just,  most  happy  and  glorious, 
iiider,  bountiful,  supremely  beneficent,  hears  the  sup- 
lications  of  His  people,  and  condescends  to  the  desires 
each  willing  heart. 

|9ratinr. 

0  Almighty  Son  of  God,  through  all  the  clouds  of 
irkness  that  overshadowed  the  heavens,  through  all 
e  shame  and  derision,  the  mockery  and  blasphemous 
preaches  on  Calvary,  I  behold  Tby  glory.  Thy 
ajesty.  Thy  throne.  I  grieve  and  lament ;  but  I  love 
id  adore.  Graciously  accept  the  poor  sacrifice  of  a 
•ntrite  spirit,  sorrow  for  my  sins,  tears  for  Thy 
ifferings,  thanksgiving  and  praise  for  Thy  Atonement, 
^nins  of  joy  for  Thy  gift  of  Eedemption,  and  h\mible 
)W8  of  obedience  to  every  word  of  Thy  commands, 
ouchsafe  to  crown  all  Thy  mercies  to  a  sinful  world 
r  the  grace  of  the  Holy  Comforter,  One  with  Thee 
id  the  eternal  Father.  Cause  the  light  of  Thy  Gospel 
•  shine  through  the  dark  comers  of  the  earth,  that  all 
lankind  maybe  converted  to  faith  in  Thee,  uniting 
ith  one  heart,  and  one  voice,  in  One  Universal  Church 
)  praise  and  glorify  Thy  Name.    Amen. 


Pbeparation  fob  Holy  Communion — coniinm 

1st  POINT.  A  Hvely  Faith  in  Jesus  Chris 
Saviour. — Where  could  the  wearied  soul  of  maB 
repose  in  the  midst  of  the  turmoil  of  a  world  of 
he  might  not  fly  to  the  bosom  of  a  reconciled  F 
through  faith  in  His  well-beloved  Son  ?  Christ 
Rock  of  all  our  hopes;  through  Him  flow  a 
streams  of  treasures  from  God  to  man.  Faitl 
crucified  Redeemer  is  a  duty,  because  a  Divine 
mand ;  and  every  duty  enjoined  of  Grod  is  a  pri 
and  a  blessing:  sweet  the  duty,  high  the  pri 
heavenly  the  blessing,  of  believing  in  the  Son  o: 
Faith  raises  man  in  the  scale  of  moral  perfection '. 
and  higher  towards  the  angelic  nature;  it  giv 
soul  admission  to  communion  with  Him.  Fail 
the  stay  and  comfort  of  the  afflicted  Patriarcl 
yet  he  saw  through  a  glass  darkly:  like  many 
and  prophets,  he  desired  to  see  those  things  wh 
see,  but  saw  them  not.  To  us  they  have  been  re 
in  the  noontide  light  of  the  Gospel.  Chrisi 
opened  to  us  visions  of  our  glorified  bodies; 
joys  of  our  redeemed  souls  in  the  sweet  soc: 
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strengthened  against  all  the  powers   of  darkness  to 
persevere  in  holiness. 

Ind  POINT.     A    thankful    remembrance   of   His 
Ibth.— The  taint  of  Adam's  sin  entailed  on  man  a 
corrapted  nature;  by  his  forfeiture  we  lost  all  claim 
to  be  called  the  children  of  God.    But  Christ  hath 
^ored  us  to  the  Divine  image  by  taking  upon  Him 
Our  flesh;    He  purchased  back    our   inheritance  by 
fconnents  that  darkened  the  face  of  the  heavens,  and 
laade  angels  weep.    Can  we  then  ever  blot  out  the 
^tefol  remembrance  of  these  benefits  ?  ever  cease  to 
bonder  at  the  price  of  this  redemption?    He  drank 
0  the  dregs  the  cup  of  agony,  poured  out  His  soul 
into  death,   was   wounded   for   our   transgressions, 
nruised  for  our  iniquities ;  by  His  chastisement  we  are 
wrdoned,— healed  by  His  sixipes.    Let  us  then  wake 
ip,  and  celebrate  His  glory;  draw  near  to  offer  our 
learts,  all  that  we  are,  all  that  we  have,  as  a  sacrifice 
f  thanksgiving  before  His  holy  altar.    There  call  to 
aind  the  history  of  His  life  and  death,  His  words  of 
risdom  and  deeds  of  love,  His  own  spotless  innocence, 
Gs  compassion   for  sinners.    Behold  Him    mocked, 
aked,  and  exposed  to  shame  on  a  malefactor's  cross, 
Ks  bleeding  brows  crowned  with  thorns,  His  face, 
wre  beautiful  than  the  sons  of  men,  basely  spit  upon, 
Ds  tender  hands  and  feet  pierced  with  nails.  His 
icred  side  wounded  with  the  spear.    In  the  midst  of 
fis  cries  He  prayed  for  His  murderers ;  for  six  weary 
lours  He  languished  under  the  mysterious,  unknown 
Dtensity  of  a  Divine  sufferer,  then  bowed  His  head 
ipon  His  agonised  breast,  commended  His  departing 
?irit  into  His  Father's   hands,  and   cried,  "It   is 
bushed." 

3rrf  POINT.  Love  and  charity.— There  is  one  sure 
*6t  of  our  sincerity  in  all  these  preparations  for  Holy 
^^onimunion :  have  we  love  and  charity  to  all  men? 
^t  was  boundless  mercjr  to  a  lost  world  that  \)xoug\i\. 
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Jesus  from  His  throne;  "for  all  have  sir 
come  short  of  the  glory  of  God"  (Rom.  iii 
we  profess  to  love  Him,  yet  love  not  those  ^ 
loves,  we  deceive  ourselves.  This  practical 
virtue,  which  hallows  all  others,  is  the  opposi 
in  its  various  disguises.  Charity  melts  the 
pity,  prompts  it  to  a  ready  forgiveness  of 
softens  all  harsh  judgments  on  the  faults  c 
warms  and  expands  our  cold  affections,  enlisb 
the  cause  of  all  that  is  generous  and  humai 
unites  us  more  closely  to  the  Divine  nature 
other  human  attribute ;  for  God  is  love ;  Jes 
is  love ;  the  Holy  Ghost  the  Comforter  is  "  tl 
love ;"  the  saints  love ;  the  angels  love.  K  th€ 
not,  we  cease  to  bear  "the  image  of  the  1: 
Love  looks  not  to  rewards ;  yet  every  act  ei 
own  sweet  recompence  in  the  joy  of  makii 
happy,  in  peace  of  conscience,  in  the  humble 
that  we  have  offered  an  acceptable  incense  to 
Giver  of  all  gifts.  We  yield  to  His  earnest  pei 
we  obey  His  solemn  commands;  not  so  mu 
imperative  duty,  as  a  privilege ;  not  so  muc! 
may  obtain  a  crown  of  gold,  as  because  He  was 
with  thorns  for  us,  and  our  fellow-men. 

0  merciful  Jesu,  let  that  immortal  food,  wh: 
Holy  Eucharist  Thou  dost  vouchsafe  to  me,  i 
my  soul  new  supplies  of  grace,  new  life,  new 
I  may  never  more  offend  against  Thy  law 
"Lord,  when  I  present  my  love  for  Thyseli 
best  gift  I  have  to  offer  at  Thy  Altar,  next  to  r 
Thee,  and  for  the  sake  of  Thy  infinite  lov 
which  I  there  remember,  give  me  grace  to 
neighbour,  and  be  in  charity  with  all  men 
walk  in  love,  as  Thou  hast  loved  us,  and  givei 
for  us,  an  offering  and  a  sacrifice  to  God  for 
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ing  savour;  for  which  all  love,  all  glory  be  unto 
"*    Amen. 


■•o*- 


For  Saturday  in  Septuagesima  Week. 


!  Mtwstah  oontinues  His  Discoubse  in  the 
Synagogue  at  Capebnaum. 

POINT.  He  explains  the  mystery  of  the  Holy 
union. — When  our  Lord  announced  the  great 
•y,  "Whoso  eateth  My  Flesh  and  drinketh  My 
hath  eternal  life,  and  I  will  raise  him  up  at  the 
iy,"  the  Jews  "murmured  among  themselves, 
,  *  How  can  this  Man  give  us  His  flesh  to  eat?*" 
understood  His  words  in  a  carnal  sense;  they 
not  grasp  the  spiritual  and  heavenly  meaning, 
sdso  of  His  disciples  said,  "  This  is  a  hard  saying ; 
m  hear  it  ?"  who  can  patiently  listen  to  it  ?  To 
le  replied,  "  It  is  the  Spirit  that  quickeneth ;  the 
)rofiteth  nothing.  The  words  that  I  speak  unto 
ley  are  spirit,  and  they  are  hfe."  He  gave  them 
derstand  that  what  He  had  said  was  to  be 
ht,  not  according  to  the  flesh,  after  a  natural 
jr,  but  by  His  Spirit,  His  Divine  nature,  which 
glorify  His  flesh,  giving  it  a  supernatural  power, 
spiritual  condition,  which  by  our  spirit  could  be 
3d  unto  life  eternal.  To  eat  the  Flesh  of  Christ 
I  natural  manner  would  profit  us  nothing ;  but 
g  on  Him  in  our  hearts  we  should  be  enabled 
eive  His  most  sacred  Body  and  Blood  "  after  an 
aly  and  spiritual  manner." 

POINT.    Christ  foretells  His  Ascension.— To 
of  the  disciples,  who  thought  within  themselves, 

*  Bishop  Ken. 


Sacrifice  of  His  crucified  Son. 

Consider,  0  my  soul,  that  thy  blessed  S 
having  ascended  up  on  high,  now  sitteth  enthr( 
glory  with  the  eternal  Father,  and  the  Holy 
Chasten  thyself  with  thoughts  of  i)enitence  for 
past  sins,  that  His  intercession  may  avail  on  thy 
to  be  joined  with  all  the  companies  of  the  rec 
Let  thy  affections  constantly  ascend  to  Him  ^ 
morning  and  evening  sacrifice.  Say  with  th 
Psalmist,  "Whom  have  I  in  heaven  but  The 
there  is  none  upon  earth  that  I  desire  in  compa 
Thee"(Ps.  Ixxiii.  25). 

Srd  POINT.  He  foretells  that  Judas  shaU 
Him. — ^Hearing  our  Lord's  discourse  in  the  syi 
at  Capernaum,  "  many  of  His  disciples  went  ba 
walked  no  more  witti  Him."  His  whole  life 
preparation  for  being  rejected  and  deserted 
death.  He  came  as  a  Saviour  to  sinners;  an 
turned  away  from  Him.  His  treasures  of  wisd< 
miracles  of  mercy,  were  repaid  by  contradicti 
rebukes.    He  spake  to  them  of  His  Father's  be 
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i^eter^  always  glowing  with  affectionate  zeal« 
jQid,  to  whom  shall  we  go?  Thou  hast  the 
iternal  life;  and  we  belieye,  and  are  snie, 
art  that  Christ,  the  Son  of  the  Hying  God." 
he  same  blessed  confession  of  faith  which 

had  made  the  day  before  in  the  ship^  when 
ipped  Him,  and  said, ''  Thou  art  the  Son  of 
t  although  Peter  spoke  in  the  fervent  spirit 
esus  looked  deeper  into  all  hearts,  and 
e  moment.  He  foresaw  that  sad  time  of 
ixion,  when  they  would  all  forsake  Him, 
m  alone  in  the  hands  of  His  enemies.  To 
ir  self-confidence,  *'  He  answered.  Have  I  not 
L  Twelve,  and  one  of  you  is  a  devil?  He 
udas  Iscariot,  the  son  of  Simon ;  for  he  it 
lould  l)etray  Him,  being  one  of  the  Twelve.** 
Judas  had  gone  with  the  others  to  preach, 
ut  evil  spirits,  there  was  even  now  within 
laster  passion  that  held  his  soul  in  bondage, 
loes  not  say,  "  he  hath,*'  but,  "  he  is  a  devil." 
ds  from  the  Lord  of  truth  and  love!  too 
horn !  but  written  for  our  warning.  Judas, 
s  that  he  was  the  slave  of  Satan,  yielded 
the  sin  of  covetousness,  then  to  dishonesty, 

to  that  crime  of  deepest  dye,  the  betrayal 
d,  leading  on  to  despair,  and  self-murder. 
3  sacred  trust  of  Apostleship  committed  to 
-eachery  was  all  the  more  heinous,  his  fall 
jrrible. 

^rajio:. 

God,  well  might  I  hide  me  from  Thy 
vhen  I  recall  to  memory  my  past  transgres- 
)y  day  against  Thee.    But  do  Thou  restore 

brightness  of  Thy  approving  countenance ; 
3  and  lament  in  my  soul  the  faithless  returns 
de  for  all  Thy  benefits.  I  know  that  every 
»ught,  word,  or  deed  brings  its  own  punish- 
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ment.  We  reap  in  tears  what  we  have  sot 
presnmption ;  the  root  of  sin  is  bitterness,  the 
mire  and  ashes.  0  do  Thou  shed  upon  me,  ai 
sinners,  the  beams  of  Thy  Divine  grace,  lest,  yi( 
to  some  cherished  sin,  we  &11  into  the  bonda 
Satan,  and  become  hardened.  Grant  me  a  stef 
faith,  and  love  for  CJhrist  my  Saviour,  the  Son  o 
living  Gk)d.  Unto  Him,  with  Thee,  0  Almighty  F8 
and  Thee,  0  Holy  Spirit,  be  honour,  praise, 
thanksgiving  for  ever  and  ever.    Amen, 
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For  Sexagesima  Sunday. 

Our  Lobd  with  thb  Twelve. 

*01NT.  Tyre  and  Sidon.— It  is  the  last  year 
ist's  earthly  mission.  Henceforth  the  history 
force  in  deep  and  mysterious  interest,  as  step 
He  advances  to  the  great  sacrifice  on  the  Cross. 
e  speaks  more  clearly  to  His  disciples  of  the 
sorrows  of  Calvary,  to  prepare  their  minds  for 
al  truth.  A  full  year  has  passed  since  He  was 
salem  at  the  Feast  of  the  Passover,  when  He 
ugned  before  the  proud  rulers  for  healing  the 
at  the  Pool  of  Bethesda  on  the  Sabbath  day. 
•  Passover  has  just  been  celebrated  (John  vi.  4) ; 
was  not  there,  "  because  the  Jews  sought  to 
1  *'  (John  vii.  1).  And  now  it  was  that  He  took 
3y  through  the  more  distant  parts  of  Canaan, 
lad  not  yet  been  visited.  "  He  arose,  and  de- 
nto  the  coasts  of  Tyre  and  Sidon,"  about  forty 
•om  Capernaum.  He  came  to  the  Phoenician 
)  famous  in  ancient  history  for  its  magnificent 
'  Tyre  and  Sidon,  the  marts  of  the  commerce  of 
id— " perfected  in  beauty,"  "renowned  cities, 
n  the  sea  "  (Ezek.  xxvi.  to  xxviii. :  Isai.  xxiii). 

^OINT,  The  Syro-Phoenician  woman ;  her  faith, 
jsus  walked  through  these  coasts  of  T}Te  and 
lehold,  a  woman  of  Canaan  came  out,  and  cried 
m,  saying,  "  Have  mercy  on  me,  0  Lord,  Thou 
)avid ;  my  daughter  is  grievously  vexed  with  a 
Her  fijst  appeal  was  a  proof  of  her  faith — "  0 
hou  Son  of  David ;"  believing  that  He  was  the 
•ophet  of  Israel,  Who  could  overrule  the  powers 
668.  He  appesLred  to  take  no  notice — ^^  ans^ei^ 
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her  not  a  word."  Urged  by  her  misery,  and  the  snib 
ings  of  her  child,  she  prayed  again  and  again— fell  dof^ 
at  His  feet  and  worshipped,  insomuch  that  the  disdphl 
interceded  for  her,  and  besought  Him,  "  Send  heraiwjj 
for  she  crieth  after  us."  Still  our  Lord  would 
trial  of  her  faith  and  humility ;  "  It  is  not  meet 
said]  to  take  the  children's  bread,  and  cast  it  unto 
dogs."  He  meant  that  He  was  come  especially  to 
children  of  Israel;  but  "she  was  a  Greek,  a 
Phoenician  by  nation  " — a  Gentile.  She  quickly 
to  the  seeming  reproach,  "  Truth,  Lord,  yet  the 
eat  of  the  crumbs  which  f&]l  from  their  master*s  tal 
grant  me,  unworthy  as  I  am,  but  a  crumb  of  Thy] 
I  ask  not  for  the  folness  which  belongs  to  Thine 
Not  a  spark  of  pride  lurked  in  her  breast; 
"  blessed  are  the  meek."    Her  prayers  preTailed. 

3rd  POINT,  Her  daughter  is  cured. — Jesus  i 
"  0  woman,  great  is  thy  faith :  for  this  saying  go 
way,  the  devil  is  gone  out  of  thy  daughter :"  not 
go,  but  "  is  gone."  Oftentimes  He  spake,  and  it 
done ;  but  now  He  willed  in  the  silence  of  His  thonghh^ 
and,  ere  He  spake,  it  had  been  done.  His  spirit  had 
gone  forth  to  the  woman's  home,  imfaiHng  in  por*^ 
The  devil  knew  that  One  mightier  than  himself 
willed;  and  must  be  obeyed;  and  he  fled.  The 
ferer  "was  made  whole  from  that  very  hour."  "CW| 
thy  way,"  Christ  had  said  to  the  mother :  and  she  vert 
her  way,  rejoicing  in  faith,  perfectly  assured.  And  yM 
can  speak  her  delight,  when  "  she  found  the  devil  w 
gone  out,  and  her  daughter  laid  upon  the  bed  ?"        ' 

All  our  Lord's  miracles  of  healing  may  be  appliedl! 
the  Divine  cure  of  spiritual  diseases.  How  many  a  §■! 
parent  has  cried  in  bitterness  of  soul  before  the  throii 
of  grace,  in  behalf  of  a  son  or  daughter,  possessed  • 
it  were  of  an  evil  spirit,  and  perishing  in  the  paths  4 
sin.  If  God  has  mercifully  heard  the  prayer  of  ftft 
and  reclaimed  the  wanderer,  0  then  imagine  the  o(Af 
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onrings  of  the  parent's  joy !  Hast  not  thou  thyself 
Ben  thus  healed?  How  great  then  should  be  thy 
rust,  thy  thankfulness ! 

0  eternal  Son  of  the  Father,  Thou  art  the  great  and 
rue  God,  above  all  blessed  for  ever,  mighty  to  save. 
Qiou  knowest  the  sad  and  helpless  state  of  sinners 
int  bound  in  the  chains  of  unholy  passion.  Leave  us, 
lofe  to  our  own  infirmities,  lest  the  enemy  of  our  souls 
*evail  against  us.  I  beseech  Thee,  grant  unto  me, 
mworthy  as  I  am,  but  a  crumb  of  the  heavenly  manna 
kmn  Thy  table ;  and  I  will  feed  on  Thee  in  my  heart 
ly  fidth  with  thanksgiving.  Thus  shall  my  soul  be  re- 
^eshed  by  the  streams  of  Divine  grace  from  Thyself, 
hd  Fountain  of  Truth,  and  all  heavenly  gifts— the  only 
xaoefol  rest  of  wearied  spirits.  I  most  humbly  praise 
md  glorify  Thee.    Amen. 


-•c*- 


For  Monday  in  JSexagesima  Week. 
The  Deaf  and  Dumb  Man,  and  the  Bund  Man, 

HEALED. 

ht  POINT.  The  deaf  and  dumb.— Our  Lord,  de- 
lating from  Tyre  and  Sidon,  came  to  the  coast  of 
)Bcapolifi,  Ihe  country  of  the  "  ten  cities,"  at  that  time 
tendmg  monuments  of  Eoman  magnificence,  now  in 
nnuu  Wheresoever  He  went,  the  people  brought  their 
kk,  and  cast  them  down  before  Him ;  "  and  He  healed 
hem;  insomuch  that  the  multitude  wondered  when 
hey  saw  the  dumb  to  speak,  the  maimed  to  be  whole, 
he  lame  to  walk,  and  the  blind  to  see."  On  His  way — 
omewhere  near  the  Lake  of  Gennesareth — ''  they  bring 
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unto  Him  one  that  was  de&i,  and  had  an  impedin: 
his  speech ;  and  they  beseech  Him  to  put  His 
upon  him."  The  man  had  never  so  much  as  ha 
the  Messiah,  how  then  could  he  beheve?  his  t 
was  tied,  how  then  could  he  plead  for  mercy? 
intercession  of  friends  prevailed.  .  Jesus  "tool 
aside  from  the  multitude,  and  put  His  fingers  in 
ears,  and  He  spit,  and  touched  his  tongue ;  and  L 
up  to  heaven  He  sighed :"  then,  turning  to  the  mi 
said,  "  Ephphatha,  that  is,  be  opened.  And  straig 
his  ears  were  opened,  and  the  string  of  his  tongi 
loosed,  and  he  spake  plain." 

2nd  P  OINT,  The  sighs  of  Jesus.—"  Tjooking 
heaven  He  sighed ;"  sighed  in  pity  for  the  sufFeri 
mankind.  What  sights  of  misery  He  daily  witn 
the  bitter  fruit  of  the  fall  of  Adam.  This  it  was  b: 
Him  down  from  the  sanctuary  of  His  throne.  T 
the  Divine  nature,  from  the  beginning,  "  He  sa 
the  wickedness  of  man  was  great  in  the  earth,  an 
every  imagination  of  the  thoughts  of  his  heart  wj 
evil  continually.  And  it  repented  Him  that  E 
made  man  on  the  earth ;  and  it  grieved  Him  ; 
heart "  (Gen.  vi.  5-6).  Love  moved  Him  to  piti 
to  restore  human  nature  to  the  Divine  imag 
clothed  Himself  in  the  flesh  of  man.  0  mar 
condescension  of  the  Son  of  God!  O  pierce 
wounded  Love !  0  glorious  Champion  of  all  the 
late,  the  afflicted,  the  mourners,  held  in  bondage 
and  Satan !  He  broke  their  chains,  opened  wi* 
prison  gates,  offered  freedom  to  every  soul  that 
rise  up  and  escape.  Shall  we  reject  the  gracious 
prefer  "the  bondage  of  corruption  to  the  gl 
liberty  of  the  sons  of  God  ?"  Shall  we  sin  agai 
again  after  all  that  Christ  has  endured  for  us  i 
were  crucifying  Him  afresh.  Then  are  we  no 
than  the  unbelieving  Jews,  who  cried  out  to  Hii 
'*  We  will  not  have  this  man  to  reign  over  us." 
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)ften  in  the  hurry  and  turmoil  of  the  world,  into 
1  we  voluntarily  plupge,  have  we  forgotten  our 
ance!  Folly,  pride,  vain  self-applause,  every  trifle 
bsorbed  our  affections. 

n  thee,  0  my  soul,  ere  it  be  too  late :  love  Jesus 
nely ;  dedicate  thyself  wholly  to  His  service.  Now 
fe  hath  risen  victorious  over  death,  and  reigneth 
>  the  mansions  He  hath  prepared  for  us,  to  neg- 
Is  proffered  blessings  ^s  folly,  to  transgress  His 
nd  dishonour  His  Majesty,  is  rebellion.  Whilst 
hs  after  our  love,  shall  we  rather  love  the  world, 
is  at  enmity  with  Him  ?  This  would  be  to  barter 
asures  of  heaven  for  the  dross  of  the  earth. 

POINT.  A  blind  man  healed. — ^At  some  town 
bunt  Hermon,  a  blind  man  was  brought  to  our 
iiat  He  might  heal  him.  And  He  took  him  by 
id,  and  led  him  out  of  the  town.  Behold  how  the 
God,  in  Whom  was  centred  all  dominion,  becomes 
iful  guide  of  the  helpless  blind.    He  directs  His 

0  some  retired  spot,  where  He  might  open  his 
the  joyful  light  of  day.  In  every  act  He  is  our 
example  of  gentleness,  enhancing  all  His  gifts 
racious  condescension.  He  did  not  say,  £us  on 
»ccasions,  "  Keceive  thy  sight ;"  but  deigned  to 

the  cure  by  degrees.  When  He  had  spit  on  the 
aan's  eyes,  and  laid  His  hands  upon  him,  "  He 
lim  if  he  saw  aught  ?  and  he  said,  *  I  see  men  as 
Talking.'"  He  was  no  longer  dark;  but  the 
of  sight  were  imperfect :  he  saw  human  objects 
'  magnified — ^in  a  wrong  light — mistakenly,  which 

1  more  dangerous  than  total  blindness.  Jesus 
3  hands  again  upon  his  eyes,  and  he  was  imme- 

restored;  "he  saw  every  man  clearly."    And 
jent  him  to  his  home  rejoicing. 
3  does  our  Lord  graciously  deal  with  the  spirit- 
ndness  of  men,  gradually  awakening  their  con- 
I  to  the  knowledge  of  Himself.    At  first  they  may 
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haye  mistaken  Tiews  of  tmth :  but  by  d^rees  H( 
mines  their  darkness,  and  they  see  everything  ai 
then  He  sends  them  to  their  home,  joyful  in  ha^i 
Divine  Saviour  revealed  to  them.  Their  true  he 
their  Heavenly  Father's  breasi 

Eraser. 

0  merciful  Saviour,  how  often  have  I  caused  Tl 
sigh  over  my  sins,  and  grieve  for  the  hardness  c 
heart!  Do  Thou  have  pity  upon  me;  open  my 
ears  to  hear  Thy  voice ;  teach  my  lips  to  praise 
glorify  Thee;  illumine  the  darkness  of  my  bli 
sight.  Guide  my  feeble  steps  amidst  the  dangi 
paths  of  the  world,  that  I  may  keep  in  the  narrow 
that  leadeth  to  eternal  life.  By  Thy  grace  enabi 
to  say,  "  Thy  hand  shall  lead  me ;  and  Thy  right 
shall  hold  me :"  so  may  I  delight  to  follow  whith 
ever  Thou  dost  point  the  way.    Amen, 


For  Tuesday  in  Sexagesvma  Week, 


The  Tbai^sfioubation. 

Ist  POINT.  The  Mount.— Not  many  days  affcem 
our  Lord,  still  seeking  retirement,  left  the  borders  o 
lake,  and  came  to  the  coasts  of  Csesarea  Philippi,aD 
the  lower  ranges  of  Mount  Hermon,  at  the  fori 
northern  point  of  Canaan.  It  was  a  place  of  solil 
well  fitted  for  contemplation  and  prayer.  He  purp 
to  reveal  Himself  to  a  few  chosen  ones  among  the 
ciplesin  a  new  aspect,  by  a  sublime  display  of  His  g 
Hitherto  they  had  witnessed  with  admiration  the  1( 
ness  of  His  character,  wondered  at  His  miracn 
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)wers :  now  they  would  behold  Him  in  the  open  com- 
rnnion  of  His  Divine  Sonship  with  the  Almighty 
ather,  receiving  the  homage  of  saints  in  light,  and  the 
astimony  of  Jehovah's  love  in  a  Voice  from  Heaven, 
taking  with  Him  Peter,  James,  and  John,  He  led  them 
ip  to  a  high  mountain  apart.  There  He  began  to  pray 
)efore  them. 

%ul  POINT.  Christ  transfigured.— And  as  He 
prayed.  His  enraptured  soul  was  in  an  ecstasy— in  a 
beatific  vision,  which  no  words  can  express,  nor  human 
fhoaght  conceive.  The  three  disciples,  looking  on  Him, 
woe  amazed,  for  they  saw  the  fashion  of  His  counte- 
auice  to  change ;  "  He  was  transfigured  before  them." 
His  form,  shining  in  transcendent  glory,  was  dazzling 
IB  ilie  light.  His  raiment  as  white  as  snow.  He  was  not 
Qhanged  into  a  spirit,  nor  absorbed  in  glory,  nor  altered 
in  Bubstantial  form,  but  "  transfigured,"  clothed  with 
majesty,  radiant  as  the  sun,  such  as  they  had  never 
Been  Him  before.  His  garments  were  of  unearthly  splen- 
donr,  illumined  by  the  rays  of  His  own  Divinity. 

3rrf  POINT.  Moses  and  Elias  appear  with  Him  in 
C^ry. — ^Whilst  the  Apostles  were  lost  in  astonishment, 
ttey  suddenly  beheld  in  glorified  forms  Moses  and  Elias, 
talking  with  the  Messiah.  We  may  reverently  believe 
that  He  had  prayed  for  some  clear  revelation  of  His 
Ktttore  in  the  presence  of  His  disciples,  to  confirm 
tiidr  faith  in  Him  as  the  Son  of  God.  And  lo !  Moses, 
tiie  giver  of  the  law  on  Sinai,  and  Elijah,  the  greatest 
Of  the  ancient  prophets,  called  from  their  unseen  abodes, 
^nd  clothed  in  light,  attend  His  summons.  Thus 
the  Law  and  the  Prophets  unite  in  Christ;  in  Him 
twoive  their  full  accomplishment.  Moses  had  been 
bnied  in  a  valley  of  the  land  of  Moab  (Deut.  xxxiv.  6) . 
K^jah  had  been  carried  up  from  the  banks  of  the  Jordan 
fci  a  chariot  of  fire  (2  Kings  ii.  11).  The  grave  yields  up 
khe  body  of  Moses ;  Elijah  comes  from  Heaven.  Hence 
^  know  that  the  departed  spirits  of  the  just  still  live : 
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God  is  not  the  God  of  the  dead,  but  of  the  Inii 
(Matt.  xxii.  32).  There  is  an  unseen  world,  people 
with  undying  saints,  whose  souls  have  been  carried  1 
the  angels  into  Abraham's  bosom  (Luke  xvi.  22).  Ai 
the  glory  of  our.  Lord's  Transfiguration  is  a  sign  of  ti 
glory  which  will  hereafter  clothe  all  the  elect  in  H 
day  of  their  resurrection. 

0  Lord  Jesu  Christ,  great  King  of  Heaven  and  earl 
Thou  sittest  in  triumph  on  Thy  everlasting  throne,  i 
praise  and  thanksgiving  be  unto  Thee  for  Thy  hoxm 
less  love  to  sinners  like  unto  myself.  Whilst  Thi 
didst  condescend  to  dwell  upon  the  earth,  the  angi 
ministered  unto  Thee,  and  the  saints  in  Heaven  gia 
fied  Thee ;  Moses  and  Elias  apx)eared  on  the  Mount 
Transfiguration  to  do  Thee  honour,  and  the  Voice 
the  Father  declared  Thee  to  be  His  beloved  Son.  N( 
Thy  all-prevailing  merits  plead  for  the  pardon  of  pei 
tent  sinners,  purchased  for  them  by  Thy  most  preciff 
Blood.  I  grieve  to  have  offended  so  compassionate 
Redeemer.  0  may  it  be  henceforth  for  ever  my  chi 
joy  to  love  Thee,  and  to  pray  for  grace  humbly  to  lo' 
Thee  more  and  more.     Amen, 


For  Wednesday  in  Sexagesima  Week, 


The  Transfiguration— cow^mwec?. 

1st  POINT.  Moses  and  Elias  talk  with  Jesus.-Tl 
splendours  of  the  Mount  prefigured  the  future  glory 
the  Messiah :  but  ere  that  was  accomplished.  He  von 
have  the  minds  of  the  Apostles  prepared  for  His  n< 
approaching  humiliation.    When,  therefore,  theyhea 
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Moses  and  Ellas  talking  with  their  Divine  Master,  the 
subject  of  the  mysterious  communing  was  not  the  joy 
of  His  kingdom  in  Heaven,  but  His  sufferings  on  earth ; 
—"they  spake  of  His  decease,  which  He  should  accom- 
plish at  Jerusalem."    Hence,  when  Peter,  James,  and 
John  beheld  Him  bound  before  Pontius  Pilate,  they 
loold  remember  His  prophecies,  and  know  that  His 
Beath  was  predetermined  in  the  counsels  of  the  High- 
est; that  His  voluntary  Sacrifice  of  Himself  was  the 
pathway  of  His  return  to  glory.  They  were  not  long  per- 
mitted to  listen :  overpowered  by  the  awe  shed  over  the 
whole  mysterious  scene,  they  were  heavy  with  sleep. 

2nd  POINT,  The  Voice  of  the  Father  from  Heaven. 
—Again  the  disciples  were  awakened ;  again  they  saw 
the  glory,  Jesus,  Moses,  and  Elias.  They  "  wist  not 
what  to  say,  for  they  were  sore  afraid."  Then  "a 
bight  cloud  overshadowed  them ;  and  behold,  a  Voice 
oat  of  the  cloud,  which  said, '  This  is  My  beloved  Son, 
m  Whom  I  am  well  pleased ;  hear  ye  Him.' "  It  was 
that  same  Voice,  heard  over  the  waters  of  Jordan  at 
His  Baptism,  the  same  witness  of  the  Father's  love,  the 
same  pledge  to  the  world  that  Christ  was  the  Son  of 
God.  Hear  how  St.  Peter  speaks  of  this  miraculous 
vision :  "  We  were  eye-witnesses  of  His  Majesty.  For 
He  received  from  God  the  Father  honour  and  glory, 
when  there  came  such  a  Voice  to  Him  from  the  Excel- 
lent Glory,  '  This  is  My  beloved  Son,  in  Whom  I  am 
well  pleased.'  And  this  voice,  which  came  from  Heaven, 
we  heard  when  we  were  with  Him  in  the  Holy  Mount." 
2  Peter  i.  17, 18.  No  wonder  they  fell  on  their  feces, 
and  were  sore  afraid.  Well  might  they  tremble  amid 
Buch  mysteries :  for  there  was  the  audible  Voice  of  the 
Father ;  and  their  Lord  clothed  in  unearthly  light ;  and 
the  radiant  symbol  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  the  brightness 
>f  the  cloud ;  and  Moses  and  Elias  from  the  realms  of 
pirits.  Never  before  had  the  eye  of  man  beheld  such 
■  scene. 
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Srd  POINT.  Jesus  calms  the  fears  of  His  disdplfig. 
— When  the  voice  was  'pa&i,  our  Lord  came  to  them  as 
they  lay  on  the  ground,  and  touched  them ;  "  Arise,  be 
not  afraid,"  He  gently  said.  And  when  they  had  lifted 
up  their  eyes,  and  looked  round  about,  "  they  saw  no 
man,  save  Jesus  only."  The  heavenly  glory  had  dis- 
appeared ;  their  Master  had  laid  aside  the  brightness  of 
His  Transfiguration;  they  beheld  Him  as  they  were 
wont,  and  their  minds  were  calm. 

The  love  of  the  Father  is  infinite ;  but  when  He 
speaks  from  Heaven,  "  He  thundereth  with  the  Voice 
of  His  excellency :"  the  love  of  the  Son  is  like  that  of 
the  Father ;  but  His  words  are  full  of  tenderness.  As 
on  the  Mount  His  touch  and  voice  gave  the  Aposfles 
confidence,  so  now  all  who  believe  in  His  invisible  pre- 
sence, and  in  the  still  small  voice  of  the  Spirit,  have 
assurance  of  His  merciful  sympathy — calming  thane 
fears,  giving  them  peace.  They  behold  with  the  eye  of 
faith — faint  though  the  vision  be — the  heavens  opened, 
and  all  the  shining  throngs  of  saints  and  angels  pro? 
claiming  the  triumph  of  the  risen  Saviour.  And  when 
all  others  were  gone,  and  the  brightness  had  ceased, 
Jesus  was  with  them  still. 


0  Lord  Almighty,  when  Thou  art  angry  Thy  voice  is 
terrible  to  my  conscience,  and  my  heart  sinks  within 
me.  Thou  mightest  most  justly  cast  me  out  from  the 
light  of  Thy  countenance ;  but  in  mercy  hear  my  prayer. 
I  have  sinned  grievously  from  my  youth  up  until  now. 
I  have  nothing  to  plead  on  my  o^vn  behalf:  but  such  as 
I  am,  I  present  myself  before  Thy  throne,  trusting  only 
in  the  merits  of  Thy  beloved  Son,  in  Whom  Thou  art 
well  pleased.  0  look  upon  His  sufferings  for  sinners: 
behold  His  Sacrifice  on  the  Cross  for  me— and  be  satis- 
fied. Say  imto  my  soul,  "  Aripe,  be  not  afraid."  Help 
me  by  Thy  grace  in  all  holy  living,  that  I  may  die  the 
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death  of  fhe  righteous^  and  be  carried  by  the  angels 
into  Thy  glorious  presence,  there  to  praise  and  worship 
Thee  with  all  the  company  of  saints  for  ever.    Amen. 


iF(ftl)  Sl^eDitation* 

For  Thursday  in,  Sexagesima  Week, 


Thb  Lukatio  Boy  dispossessed  of  a  Devil. 

ht  POINT,  His  miserable  condition.— Our  Lord 
passed  that  night  on  the  Mount  of  Transfiguration.  It 
is  beyond  all  human  thought  to  penetrate  the  mystery 
of  His  unceasing  communing  with  Heaven.  Myriads  of 
miles  distant  are  the  realms  of  light ;  yet  Christ  was  there 
in  His  Divine  nature  even  whilst  Ho  prayed  as  Man  on 
carlih— perfect  God  and  perfect  Man.  The  next  day,  as 
He  came  down  with  Peter,  James,  and  John,  He  charged 
flwm,  saying,  "  Tell  the  vision  to  no  man,  until  the  Son 
of  Man  be  risen  again  from  the  dead."  In  the  mountain 
all  had  been  repose  amidst  the  miraculous  scene.  But 
when  He  came  down.  He  found  confusion,  strife,  and 
suffering;  envious  Scribes  were  questioning  with  the 
other  disciples,  and  in  the  midst  of  a  great  multitude, 
running  to  and  fro,  an  unhappy  lunatic,  a  youth,  sore 
^Bxed  with  a  devil.  The  evil  spirit  delighted  to  tear 
•nd  bruise  him  till  he  "  foamed  again,"  gnashed  his 
teeih,  and  pined  away ;  sometimes  he  drove  him  into 
the  fire,  sometimes  into  the  water,  never  leaving  him. 
It  needs  no  terrors  of  hell  fire  to  appal  the  wicked.  It 
is  Bofficient  to  know  that  they  will  be  banished  from 
^presence  of  Gk)d,  to  dwell  in  darkness  with  torment- 
ing spirits.  The  thought  of  being  linked  to  one  such 
taefal  demon,  never  to  be  shaken  off,  might  well  turn 
lecUess  sinners  from  their  evil  ways. 

2ni  POINT.    The  father's  distress  and  prayer.— The 
Uher  of  the  demoniac  had  earnestly  besought  the  dis- 
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ciples  at  the  foot  of  the  monntain  to  cure  his  ^^'^J^] 
they  could  not    The  unrelenting  devil,  who  had  l\J(f-»* 
sessed  him  from  childhood,  would  not  relax  his  ^^^* 
the  bidding  of  a  feeble  feith.    There  was  no  hope  ^ ' 
hinri  but  in  the  power  of  Christ.    All  the  people,  wh^ 
they  saw  Him,  "  were  greatly  amazed:"  this  strong ^ 
pression  may  almost  lead  us  to  suppose  that  someliiK : 
gering  rays  of  His  glory  in  the  Transfiguration  stil' 
illumined  His  Divine  countenance,  as  the  face  of  Moeai 
shone  after  coming  from  the  presence  of  Gkxl  on  Moaifc. 
Sinai.    The  multitude  ran  and  saluted  Him ;  the  dift* 
tressed  father  of  the  lunatic  hastened  to  tell  his  nd 
tale;  he  kneeled  down,  saying,  "Lord,  have  mercy  oi 

my  son,  for  he  is  a  lunatic,  and  sore  vexed 

Master,  I  beseech  Thee,  look  upon  my  son,  for  he  ii 
mine  only  child  ....  he  hath  a  dumb  spirit"  Bemg  - 
dumb,  he  could  only  utter  miserable  cries,  more  heart- 
rending than  the  complaints  of  a  reasonable  creatine. 
"  And  I  brought  him  to  Thy  disciples,  and  they  could 
not  cure  him  ....  but  if  Thou  canst  do  anything, 
have  compassion  on  us,  and  help  us.**  Jesus  said  nnto 
him,  "  K  thou  canst  beb'eve,  all  things  are  possible  imto 
him  that  beheveth.  And  straightway  the  father  of 
the  child  cried  out,  with  tears,  *  Lord,  I  believe,  he^ 
Thou  mine  unbelief.' "  How  touching  are  these  few 
expressive  words  of  parental  love  \  All  the  man's  affefr- 
tions  and  hopes  were  bound  up  in  this  only  child ;  it 
was  nature  pleading  with  an  earnest  spirit — a  weak, 
but  willing,  humble  faith.  These  human  feelings  fotmd 
sympathy  in  the  merciful  bosom  of  the  Son  of  Man. 
His  gift,  the  promised  answer  to  the  cry  of  faith,  iB 
never  withheld  from  the  earnest  'suppliant :  He  was 
moved  to  grant  the  father's  prayer. 

3rc?  POINT.  The  Lunatic  cured.— By  this  time  the 
astonished  multitude  were  gathered  round :  the  youth 
lay  wallowing,  and  foaming  at  the  mouth  in  a  paroxysm 
of  agony,  torn  by  the  evil  spirit  within  him,  and  thrown    1 
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^Tipoatiie  ^nnd.  When  Jesus  saw  that  the  people 
Jttoermiiiiig  together,  He  rebuked  the  foul  spirit,  say- 
%  nnto  him^  f*  Thou  dumb  and  deaf  spirit,  I  charge 
Jjjee,  come  out  of  him,  and  enter  no  more  into  him." 
■«»  cominand  was  instantly  obeyed ;  the  spirit  cried 
^rent  him  sore,  and  came  out  of  him ;  and  he  was 
^  one  dead,  insomuch  that  some  said,  "  He  is  dead." 
5i»t  ciy,  that  rending,  that  coming  out,  bore  witness 
ttrf  the  deyil  had  been  personally  within  the  child, 
fin  last  act  was  that  of  malicious,  fiendish  hate ;  he  fled 
b  powerless  rage ;  "  the  child  was  cured  from  that  very 
fconr.*  Jesus  graciously  took  him  by  the  hand,  and 
ifted  him  up ;  and  he  arose,  and  delivered  him  again 

0  his  father.  He  dismissed  them  to  their  home — for  so 
aany  years  desolate  and  forlorn.  And  all  the  people 
WW  "amazed  at  the  mighty  power  of  God." 

Merciful  and  loving  Saviour,  Who  couldst  shed  tears 
f  pity  for  all  the  afflicted,  hear  my  humble  prayer.  I 
mfess  that  I  have  been  fast  bound  in  captivity  to  the 
ril  spirit  of  a  deceitful  world ;  but  I  earnestly  desire 
>  be  released,  that  I  may  rejoice  in  the  liberty  where- 
ith  Thou  hast  made  us  free,  and  be  no  more  entangled 

1  the  yoke  of  bondaga  Thou  hast  declared  that  all 
lings  are  possible  unto  him  that  believeth.  Lord,  I 
alieve  that  Thou  art  the  Redeemer  of  the  world,  the 
imof  the  living  God;  help  Thou  mine  unbelief;  and 
store  me  to  a  right  mind,  that  I  may  become  obedient 
)  Thy  law.  0  teach  me  to  pity  all  who  are  afflicted, 
ran  as  Thou  art  pitiful ;  to  love  all  others,  as  Thou  art 
lYiDg ;  to  love  Thee  for  Thyself.    Amen, 
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&ixt^  Sl^eliitatfon* 

Far  Friday  in  Sexagesima  Week, 

Faith,  Peaybr,  and  FASTma. 

la  POINT.  Faith.—Although  the  faith  c 
Apostles  at  other  times,  when  they  were  sent  fort 
affcer  their  Divine  Lord's  death,  enabled  them  tc 
miracles,  yet,  through  the  infirmity  of  their  nat 
did  not  avail  at  the  moment  to  euro  the  lunatic, 
they  were  alone  with  Jesus,  they  asked  Him  wh 
cotdd  not  cast  out  the  devil.  He  replied,  "  Beca 
your  unbelief:  verily  I  say  unto  you,  if  ye  have  f 
a  grain  of  mustard  seed  ....  nothing  shall  be : 
sible  unto  you  ....  howbeit,  this  kind  can  comi 
by  nothing  but  by  prayer  and  fasting."  These 
being  addressed  to  the  chosen  Twelve,  cannot  be 
to  ourselves  in  their  full  measure ;  yet  they  eno 
aU,  according  to  their  means  and  opportunity,  t< 
the  works  of  God.  He  has  promised  the  gift  of  f 
answer  to  prayer,  that  we  may  show  our  love  to 
self  in  deeds  of  love  to  our  feUow-men.  The  \ov 
His  disciples  may  faithfully  trust  Him,  saying  wi 
Apostle  Paul,  "  Most  gladly,  therefore,  will  I 
glory  in  my  infirmities,  that  the  power  of  Chrifi 
rest  upon  me."  2  Cor.  xii.  11.  Ardent  faith  and  c 
prayer  yet  work  miracles  in  turning  many  to  the 
ledge  and  love  of  God. 

2nd  POINT,  Prayer. — ^From  the  beginning  o 
Prayer  has  been  the  refuge,  the  stay,  and  the  joy 
people  of  God.  Patriarchs,  prophets,  and  saintg 
at  all  times  delighted  to  pay  their  adorations  befo 
throne.  This  has  ever  been,  and  is,  the  Divine 
mand.  He  promises  to  hear.  Thus  His  saints  oi 
are  permitted  to  join  with  His  saints  in  Heaven.  T 
no  human  ear  may  catch  the  whisperings  of  the 


to  Meditation.  251 

lan  eye  behold  the  uplifted  hands,  angels  join 
,  and  carry  the  prayer  to  Heaven.  Did  any  ever 
ti  heartfelt  supplication  but  rose  refreshed,  and 
d  strength  to  bear  him  onwards?  We  have 
;  pledge  that  He  will  be  with  us  in  the  Spirit ;  He 
[is  Father  by  the  promise  to  bestow  whatever  we 
lis  Name.  Then  let  us  take  Him  at  His  gracious 
nd  ask  the  greatest  gifts  of  the  Spirit ;  not  for  our- 
Jone,  but  for  all  people,  and  the  universal  spread 
stian  truth.  This  is  in  harmony  with  our  Lord's 
"  Hallowed  be  Thy  name,  Thy  kingdom  come, 
11  be  done  in  earth  as  it  is  in  Heaven."  When 
f,  let  our  hearts  reverently  embrace  the  widest 
let  us  consider  ourselves  to  be  kneeling  among 
it  deserving,  in  the  lowest  ranks,  uniting  with 
off  and  near.  Thus,  if  we  seem  to  be  alone,  we 
Led  with  millions,  who,  imknown  to  us,  are  at  the 
loment  offering  up  their  prayers  in  the  blessed 
>f  Jesus  Christ,  the  Saviour  of  the  world. 

POINT.  Fasting.— The  ages  of  faith  seem 
gone  by,  when  holy  men,  seven  times  a  day, 
the  church  to  offer  prayers  and  hymns.  Those 
graphic  devotions  of  saints  living  in  abstinence 
irtification,  despising  all  things  on  earth  in  com- 
L  of  the  beatitudes  of  Heaven.  That  which  was 
n  then  is  rare  now.  But  the  precepts  and  ex- 
of  our  Lord  still  speak  to  us  with  the  voice  of 
ity  and  encouragement.  Blessed  are  they  who 
to  follow  in  His  path.  Let  us  pray  to  be 
L  by  celestial  fire,  made  clean  in  heart,  watchful 
conscience,  constantly  exercised  in  self-denying 
ine,  abstinence  £rom  food  in  the  hsia  of  the 
I,  to  mortify  the  flesh  and  subdue  our  natural 
o  humble  our  broken  and  contrite  souls  in  the 
The  mortification  of  nature  is  the  living  growth 
e.  Self-denial  of  the  flesh  is  the  increase  of  the 
and  joys  of  the  spirit. 
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Eraser. 

0  blessed  Saviour,  I  am  not  worthy  to  tal 
words  into  my  lips ;  for  Thou  knowest  the  se( 
my  heart  Mercifully  behold  Thy  servant,  who  c 
to  obey.  I  confess  that  I  am  infirm  of  purpose^ 
stant  to  persevere.  Vouchsafe  unto  me  of  T 
ficiency;  grant  me  length  upon  strength,  mc 
more  to  overcome  the  carnal  affections  of  the  hes 
fix  it  wholly  upon  Thee,  my  most  blessed  Lo 
Master.  Grant  me  such  a  spirit  of  faith,  that 
never  cease  to  pray  for  Thy  indwelling  grace.  ( 
me  to  subdue  the  appetites  of  the  flesh  by  hal 
denying  them ;  to  mortify  them  by  holy  abstine: 
be  afraid  of  luxury;  to  watch,  and  pray,  and  f£ 
I  fell  into  temptation,  and  self-indulgence.  Thi 
I  constantly  prepare  myself  to  feed  on  Thee,  my  1 
Redeemer,  in  the  holy  sacrament  of  Thy  most  p 
Body  and  Blood.    Amen, 


-•«*- 


For  Saturday  in  Sexagesima  Week, 


The  Messiah's  return  to  Capernaum. 

1st  POINT,  He  foretells  His  Death  and  Resun 
— From  the  Mount  of  Transfiguration  our  Lord  r 
privately  with  His  disciples  towards  Capernaum, 
would  not  that  any  man  should  know  it."  Con 
with  them  on  the  way,  He  again  prepared  them 
approaching  death :  "  The  Son  of  Man  shall  be  b 
into  the  hands  of  men ;  and  they  shall  kill  Hii 
after  they  have  killed  Him,  He  shall  rise  the  thii 
This  was  the  sixth  time  He  had  made  the  sa 
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ement;  and,  to  mark  it  more  emphatically.  He 
*  Let  this  saying  sink  down  into  your  ears." 
ay  soul,  meditate  upon  the  inflexible  purpose  of 
dyine  Eedeemer,  Who  could  thus  calmly  speak 
3  agonies.  Uniting  all  the  excellencies  of  the 
3  and  human  natures  in  His  own  Person,  He 
I  endure  the  sufferings  of  the  Cross  on  thy  behalf, 
)r  all  sinners,  that  the  world  might  be  restored  to 
'ather's  favour.  Canst  thou  listen  to  His  words 
mgrateful  indifference  ?  or  sh'ght  His  unspeakable 
less?  0  let  it  be  thy  constant  purpose,  thy 
me  deb'ght,  to  make  Him  the  only  return  He 
-love  for  love,  following  His  steps  in  a  holy  life, 
le  may  receive  thee  into  His  glory. 

I  POINT.  The  disciples  are  grieved.— Though 
id  often  before  spoken  of  His  Death,  this  was  our 
3  first  clear  and  open  declaration  of  His  betrayal — 
Son  of  Man  shall  be  betrayed."  Even  now  the 
was  a  mystery  to  the  disciples ;  "  it  was  hid  from 
that  they  perceived  it  not:  and  they  feared  to 

lim they  were  exceeding  sorry."     The 

ht  that  their  Master,  Whom  they  so  tenderly 
should  be  taken  from  them  by  a  cruel  death, 
lore  than  they  could  bear.  It  seemed  incredible 
Dne  Who  had  cleansed  the  lepers,  calmed  the 
sts  of  the  sea,  cast  out  demons,  raised  the  dead, 
i  Himself  be  subject  to  any  power  of  man.  Their 
were  discouraged  by  their  prospect  of  suffering 
ial. 

POINT,  They  dispute  among  themselves  who 
i  be  greatest. — The  disciples  were  perfectly  con- 
L  that  Jesus  was  the  expected  Messiah,  Who  was 
the  King  of  Israel,  and  reign  gloriously  on  David's 
J ;  they  could  not,  therefore,  realize  the  thought 
J  death ;  but  the  rising  again  on  the  third  day, 
h  a  jet  greater  mystery,  was  full  of  Ixope*,  ioi 
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then,  no  doubt,  they  might  expect  to  be  raised  up  to 
high  anthdnty  in  His  kingdom.  This  thought  kindled 
in  their  minds  some  feeling  of  ambition  and  jealoiuy 
one  of  another;  and  as  they  continued  the  jonmey, 
they  disputed  among  themselves  who  should  be  the 
greatest  Strange  inconsistency !  in  the  midst  of  their 
sorrow,  they  contended  about  the  inheritance.  Alas! 
how  often  is  this  strife  going  on  among  men.  Tto 
simple  law  of  humility — to  take  the  lower  place-i 
the  most  difficult  to  practise  even  in  the  Church,  89^ 
deeply  rooted  in  the  human  heart  are  pride  and  Ioyo  flfj 
self. 


0  Divine  Saviour,  Thou  didst  take  upon  Thee  onr 
human  nature,  that  Thou  mightest  bestow  on  us  Thins 
own  perfections ;  and  didst  suffer  Thyself  to  be  betrayed 
to  an  agonising  death  to  save  a  sinful  world.  Bat  I, 
ungrateful,  have  never  so  loved  Thee  as  to  follow  Thy 
example.  My  heart  tells  me  that  whilst  Thou  dfM 
humble  Thyself  to  be  despised,  and  set  at  nought,  I  am 
ever  looking  to  the  vanities  of  the  world's  applause; 
Thou  wast  meek,  but  I  am  proud.  0  pardon  me  fiif 
Thy  mercy's  sake.  Endue  me  with  poverty  of  spirit, 
a  sense  of  my  own  unworthiness,  a  true  penitential 
sorrow  for  my  ingratitude  to  Thee,  my  gracious  Savionr, 
Who  hast  redeemed  my  soul  from  the  power  of  the  evil 
one.  Grant  unto  me  by  Thy  Holy  Spirit  a  sincere  and 
constant  lowliness  of  mind  to  esteem  others  better  than 
myself,  and  heavenly  affections  to  love  Thee  supremely) 
as  saints  and  angels  love.    Amen, 
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For  Quinquagesima  Sunday. 


L0BD*8  DiSOOUBSE  IK  THE  HOTTSE  AT  CaPSBKATTM. 

POINT.  Christ's  law  of  hnmiHty.— The  dis- 
mong  the  disciples^  as  they  journeyed  from  the 
;  of  Transfiguration,  could  not  be  hid  from  their 
)  Master.  He  took  no  notice  at  the  time;  but 
khey  came  into  the  house  at  Capernaum,  He  put 
lestion,  "  What  was  it  that  ye  disputed  by  the 

They  were  ashamed  to  confess  their  pride  to  a 
r  so  meek :  "  they  were  silent,"  they  held  their 

Then,  calling  them  round  Him,  St.  Mark  says, 
lat  down  " — ^an  expression  we  often  meet,  when 
iscourse  was  to  be  more  than  usually  serious. 
He  began,  "  If  any  man  desire  to  be  first,  the 
hall  be  last  of  all,  and  servant  of  all."  Here  was 
t  decisive  settlement  of  their  disputes  and  ques- 
ts. It  told  them  at  once  that  whoever  should 
3  to  himself  a  towering  dignity  in  His  Church 
ressed  His  law.  Who  was  Peter,  or  who  was 
n  His  sight  ?  At  one  time  He  rebuked  St  John 
i.  James  for  their  want  of  charity  towards  a 
[tan  village,  "Ye  know  not  what  manner  of 
^e  are  of,"  Luke  ix.  55 ;  and  to  Si  Peter,  on  a 
remarkable  occasion  of  presumption.  He  said, 
tiiee  behind  Me,  Satan :  thou  art  an  offence  unto 
latt  xvi.  23. 

POINT.  Jesus  sets  a  little  child  in  the  midst 
rwelve. — To  stamp  more  forcibly  His  universal 
humility  on  their  memories,  the  Messiah  "  called 
child  unto  Him,  and  set  ^^^^  in  the  nnds^,'  vod. 


r 


I 
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Boid,  "  Verily  I  say  unto  you,  except  je  bo  converW, 
and  become  as  little  children,  ye  ^hall  not  enter  into 
the  Kingdom  of  Heaven.  Whosoever,  therefore,  shiD 
humble  himself  as  this  little  child,  the  same  shall  t» 
greatest  in  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven."  Does  any  one  d 
you,  whom  I  have  chosen  for  no  merits  of  jour  om, 
preBHme  to  claim  a  chief  apostleahip  over  hia  brethioi! 
to  him  I  say.  Verily,  thou  art  not  my  disciple.  Bebold 
this  picture !  the  Twelve  gathered  round  their  Lorf, 
listening  in  deep  silence  to  His  words ;  Himself  breatk- 
ing  into  them  the  spirit  of  love,  erring  and  falliUe  ■> 
they  are;  the  httle  child  in  His  arms,  happy  andhlessoi 
emblem  of  innocence,  imconscioua  in  Whoso  bosom 
He  rests,  gathering  confidence  from  that  gentle  yace, 
looking  up  into  that  Divine  countenance  in  peace. 

3rrf  POINT.     Little  children   coDonitt«d   lo 
charge  as  a  holy  trust. — It   was  Love  Divine  thil 
beamed  on  that  guilelefis  lamb  of  the  Saviour's  flock; 
Love  Divine  still  pleads  for  all  such:  they  are  Hii 
little  ones ;  and  He  declares  in  the  memorable  ynaii 
that  followed,  "  Whoso  shall  receive  one  of  such  childKn 
in  My  Name,  receiveth  Me ;  and  whosoever  receivsft   I 
Me,  receiveth  Him  that  sent  Me."    Children  then  are  i  I 
holy  trust  committed  to  the  benevolence  of  every  one  I 
who  bears  the  Name  of  Christ,  especially  if  any  how  f 
they  liave  lost  theii  natural  guardians.     They  arc  to  ha  | 
cherished  as  His,  nurtured  and  trained  up  to  love  and 
fear  Him,  that  the  grace  of  their  Baptism  may  gro» 
with  their  growth.     This  is  the  foundation  of  theit 
future  Chi'istiau  lifu:  anJrich  the  riicoinpeusa promised 
to  all  who  give  themselves,  their  time,  their  wealth,  to 
this  blessed  work  of  gathering  in  and  increasing  thi 
number  of  His  children.    In  every  such  innocent  they 
make  an  acceptable  offering  to  Christ,  and  shall  in  no 
wise  lose  their  reward.    If  they  continue  &itliriil,  uA 
die  in  this  grace.  He  will  present  them  H^efoie  fti 
eternal  throne,  place  them  on  Hia  right  hand,  and  ■y. 
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ome,  ye  blessed  of  My  Father,  receive  the  Kingdom 
pared  for  you  ....  for  inasmuch  as  ye  have  done 
into  one  of  the  least  of  these  My  brethren,  ye  have 
16  it  unto  Me."   Matt.  xxv.  34  and  40. 


Pragtr. 

Blessed  Jesu  Christ,  who  am  I,  that  I  should  present 
fself  before  the  God  of  love  ?  Alas !  pride  lurketh  in 
f  heart;  I  am  constantly  given  to  seek  some  vain 
stinction  among  my  fellow-creatures.  Yet  Thou  hast 
Glared  that  whoso  desireth  to  be  first,  shall  be  last  of 
.  Do  Thou  graciously  strengthen  my  feeble  endea- 
UTS  to  overcome  my  natural  temper  of  self-applause — 
imitate  at  a  humble  distance  Thy  incomparable 
^kness  and  humility.  0  that  I,  and  all  who  are 
ar  to  me,  might  lean  on  Thy  gentle  breast  in  the  in- 
cence  of  little  children;  so  might  we  be  inflamed 
are  and  more  to  a  humble,  adoring  love,  and  desire 
fOe  other  but  Thee,  0  merciful  Saviour.— -4men. 


^or  Monday  in  Quinquagesima  Week, 


Thk  same  DiscouRSii — continued, 

\iU  POINT.  Woe  imto  the  world  because  of  offences. 
•Our  Lord's  human  sympathies  with  little  children  led 
Sm  farther  to  teach  us  all  how  we  must  be  their  care- 
il  guides  and  guardians.  On  another  occasion  He 
lid, "  Suffer  little  children  to  come  unto  Me,  and  forbid 
bem  not;  for  of  such  is  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven." 
3iqr  are  His  little  flock.  Awful  are  His  warnings  lest 
>iy  should  dare  to  corrupt  their  purity.    By  trea(i\ier 

8 
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rous  arts  or  flattering  tongue,  by  evil  example  or  infl 
ence,  to  tempt  an  innocent,  or  one  weak  in  faith,  fro: 
the  path  of  virtue,  is  a  fearful  sin  before  Grod,  in  Wha 
sight  each  immortal  spirit  is  precious.  What  then  sha 
be  said  of  the  insidious  betrayer  of  female  innocence 
What  of  the  seducer  of  the  young?  What  of  thos 
who  abuse  their  powers  of  influence,  or  neglect  thoe 
who  are  dependent  on  them?  Surely  such  persouf 
thus  guilty,  imperil  both  their  own  souls,  as  well  a 
the  souls  of  others;  and  thus  lay  up  a  twofold  in 
iheritance  of  hell.  Christ  records  His  doom :  "  Wa 
unto  the  world  because  of  offences !  for  it  must  needf 
be  that  offences  come:  but  woe  to  that  man  bj 
whom  the  offence  cometh.  Whoso  shall  offend  am 
of  these  little  ones  which  believe  in  Me,  it  were  befctei 
for  him  that  a  millstone  were  hanged  about  hs 
neck,  and  that  he  were  drowned  in  the  depth  ol 
the  «ea." 

2nd  POINT,  Children  have  their  guardian  angek- 
To  mark  more  forcibly  how  the  Gk)od  Shepherd  loyeE 
the  lambs  of  His  fold,  again  He  said,  "  Take  heed  thai 
ye  despise  not  one  of  these  little  ones;  for  I  say  unto 
you,  that  in  Heaven  their  angels  do  always  behold  the 
face  of  My  Father  which  is  in  Heaven."  The  childien 
of  Christ  then  have  their  guardian  angels.  How  often 
we  see  the  perils  they  imconsciously  run  into ;  how  often 
they  appear  to  totter  on  the  brink  of  destruction;  one 
false  step  would  hurl  them  to  destruction,  and  we 
tremble  for  them.  But,  wonderful  to  say,  they  pass 
aloDg  in  safety,  regardless  of  their  danger :  none  can 
doubt  that  they  are  imder  the  wing  of  their  ministering 
spirit.  This,  like  all  the  doctrines  of  the  Gospel,  is  a 
lesson  of  inexpressible  comfort,  bringing  us,  link  by 
link,  to  closer  connexion  with  heaven  in  a  Divine  chain 
of  love.  By  the  guardianship  of  angels;  by  the  In- 
carnation, Death,  and  Resurrection  of  the  well-beloved 
Son;  by  the  gifts  of  the  Holy  Spirit;  by  the  will  of 
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iie  Father,  all  feithful  disciples  of  the  Messiah  live 
mder  the  shadow  of  the  Holy  Trinity.  The  services  of 
angels  are  "ordained  and  constituted  in  a  wonder- 
ful order;"  and  the  Church  prays  to  God,  that  as  His 
"holy  angels  always  do  Him  service  in  heaven,  so  may 
they  succour  and  defend  us  on  earth." 

3rd  POINT,  The  promise  of  an  answer  to  prayer. — 
To  unite  His  disciples  in  the  closest  bonds  of  unity,  and 
assure  them  of  His  never-ceasing  presence,  the  Messiah 
tiras  continued  His  discourse :  "  Again  I  say  unto  you, 
that  if  two  of  you  shall  agree  on  earth  as  touching  any- 
thing ye  shall  ask,  it  shall  be  done  for  them  of  My 
Father  which  is  in  heaven.  For  where  two  or  three  are 
gathered  together  in  My  Name,  there  am  I  in  the  midst 
of  them."  How  few  there  are  so  knit  together  in  faith 
as  to  claim  the  promise !  How  seldom  we  agree  in  pri- 
vate touching  what  we  ask !  United  though  we  be  in 
closest  ties  of  love,  we  have  our  reserves ;  we  cannot 
confide  to  one  another  the  secret  of  our  spiritual  needs. 
And  family  prayer,  is  it  not  the  exception  rather  than 
the  rule  ?  If  every  house  were  a  temple  of  prayer, 
tile  masters  of  families  would  know  the  blessing  of 
Bodal  union  and  fellowship.  There  Christ  promises  to 
be  present ;  there  men  seek  Him  not.  They  find  it 
hard  to  acconmiodate  fixed  hours,  and  fixed  thoughts, 
^th  the  turmoil  of  the  world,  where  all  have  too  much 
to  do.  Thus  precious  time  rolls  on ;  opportunities  are 
lost,  till  some  stroke  of  calamity  hangs  over  their  heads ; 
tten  they  fly  to  their  only  refuge,  and  find  themselves 
QQ  their  knees,  pleading  before  Christ  His  own  pro- 
mises. 

9ra|)er* 

0  Lord,  we  humbly  praise  Thee  for  all  Thy  precious 
^^Ords  of  wisdom,  and  Thy  gracious  pledge  to  hear  the 
Payers  of  faith,  which  also  is  Thy  gift.  All  our  suf- 
^c^cy  is  from  Thee.  Weak  and  earthly  as  our  affec- 
^ons  are,  they  cannot  rise  to  the  world  of  spirits :  yet 
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we  believe  that  Thou  art  willing  to  be  present  within 
us.  0  then  teach  us  to  unite  with  each  other  in  prayer 
for  ourselves,  and  all  others,  with  the  simplicity  of  littla 
children,  that  we  may  receive  the  answer  of  pr<Hni8a 
2i£ay  their  innocence  be  our  example,  and  Thy  Iot8 
for  them  our  constant  motive  to  watch  and  guide  their 
steps,  to  lead  them  on  in  Thy  paths,  that  they  and  we 
may  find  our  only  true  joy  in^  holy  obedience  and 
love.    Amen, 


€^iv\}  9^etiitattDn. 

For  Tuesday  in  Quinquagesima  Week, 


The  same  discoubsb— con^tni^cc?. 

Ist  POINT,  The  Parable  of  the  "  Unmerciful  Se^ 
vant." — When  our  Lord  told  His  disciples  how  to  deal 
with  an  offending  brother— quietly  to  tell  him  his  fenlti 
and  by  other  gentle  means  lead  him  to  do  right,  Peter 
asked,  "  Lord,  how  often  shall  my  brother  sin  against 
me,  and  I  forgive  him  ?  till  seven  times  ?"  Jesus  an- 
swered, "I  say  not  unto  thee,  until  seven  times;  bat 
imtil  seventy  times  seven."  To  make  this  vital  prin- 
ciple of  His  Gospel  the  more  clear  to  them.  He  spoke 
the  parable  of  the  "Unmerciful  Servant."  It  repre- 
sents to  us— under  the  similitude  of  an  Eastern  king 
taking  account  with  his  servants— the  infinitely  greater 
debts  we  owe  to  God,  than  any  which  can  be  due  to  ns 
from  our  fellow-men.  The  Idng,  seated  on  his  throns, 
surrounded  by  his  officers,  governors  of  provinces,  and 
collectors  of  tribute,  calls  upon  them  to  render  their 
accounts  of  money  due  to  the  royal  treasury.  "  And  when 
he  had  begun  to  reckon,  one  was  brought  unto  him  which 
owed  him  ten  thousand  talents.  But  forasmuch  as  he 
had  not  to  pay,  his  lord  conunanded  him  to  be 
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is  wife  and  children^  and  all  that  he  had,  and 
mt  to  be  made.  The  servant  therefore  fell  down, 
orshipped  him,  saying, '  Lord,  have  patience  with 
nd  I  will  pay  thee  all/  Then  the  lord  of  that 
it  was  moved  with  compassion;  and  loosed  him, 
>rgave  him  the  debt/' 

POINT.  The  servant's  ingratitude  and  punish- 
— No  sooner  did  the  pardoned  man  go  forth  from 
resence  of  the  king,  than  he  fonnd  one  of  his 
-servants,  who  owed  him  the  paltry  sum  of  a 
•ed  pence.  He  laid  hands  on  him,  took  him  by 
Toat,  and,  deaf  to  all  entreaties  for  a  short  delay, 
im  into  prison.  How  sad,  but  true  a  picture  of 
irsh,  unforgiving  spirit  of  a  selfish  world !  The 
-servants  of  this  pitiless  defaulter,  shocked  at 
humanity,  come  in  to  tell  their  lord.  The  king 
he  man  before  him,  and  reproaches  him  for  his 
itude  to  himself;  for  all  his  servants  were  equally 
jects  of  his  benevolence ;  and  every  wrongful  act 
m  was  an  offence  against  himself.  "0,  thou 
i  servant  [he  said],  I  forgave  thee  all  that  debt, 
ie  thou  desiredst  me:  shouldst  not  thou  also 
had  compassion  on  thy  fellow-servant,  even  as  I 
•ity  on  thee?"    In  his  character  of  a  righteous 

"  his  lord  was  wroth,  and  delivered  him  to  the 
ntors." 

POINT,  The  application  of  the  parable  to  our- 
. — This  parable  is  a  prophecy,  as  well  as  a  moral 
:  it  represents  the  coming  of  our  Lord  in  the  last 
rhen  the  whole  world  shall  stand  before  His  judg- 
aeat.  In  His  long-suffering;  He  has  borne  with  our 
provocations  throughout  our  lives.  Count  up  our 
B6 ;  and  we  all  owe  Him  more  than  ten  thousand 
8.  He  demands  of  us  in  return  the  same  forbear- 
ind  compassion  to  those  He  loves,  as  our  best  ac- 
edgments  of  His  mercy  to  ourselves.    When  He 
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comes  with  all  his  holy  angels  to  take  account  of  h 
vants,  every  act  of  charity,  even  a  cnp  of  cold ' 
given  for  love  of  Him,  every  exercise  of  mercy  an 
giveness,  each  word  of  tenderness,  the  very  look  o 
pathy,  shall  have  its  reward.  But  whosoever  has 
with  unchristian  hardness  to  his  fellow-man,  oaf 
into  prison,  or  cruelly  exacted  the  debt  he  owed— ai 
distressed  another,  or  refused  forgiveness,  shaU  hi 
livered  to  the  tormentors."  For  this  is  the  cone 
of  the  parable,  "  So  likewise  shall  My  heavenly  3 
do  also  unto  you,  if  ye  from  your  hearts  forgi^ 
every  one  his  brother  their  trespasses." 

0  Almighty  God,  Who  reignestin  glory  far  abo' 
distant  worlds  of  light  shining  in  the  canopy  of  H( 
hear  the  humble  prayers  of  Thy  Church.  Now  that  ^ 
about  to  enter  the  holy  season  of  Lent,  grant  unt( 
one  of  us  by  Thy  grace,  a  deep,  sorrowful  repei 
for  our  manifold  sins  and  wickedness,  which  we 
grievously  committed  by  thought,  word,  and 
against  Thy  Divine  Majesty.  Teach  us  const 
morm'ng  and  evening,  day  by  day,  and  all  day  lo 
meditate  on  our  blessed  Saviour's  sufferings  o 
behalf.  Vouchsafe  to  quicken  our  dull  hearts 
sense  of  Thy  eternal  holiness,  and  our  own  vil 
Open  our  understandings  to  a  severe  judgment  o 
past  lives,  not  by  the  lax  rules  of  a  eelf-indi 
world,  but  by  the  strict  law  of  the  Gospel  of  Th; 
Son.  Thus  graciously  prepare  our  souls  to  offer  ( 
altar  of  Thy  Church  the  Eucharistic  Sacrifice  ( 
most  precious  Body  and  Blood,  all  His  sufferin 
His  merits,  all  His  loving  promises  of  mercy, 
this,  0  Heavenly  Father,  for  His  sake.  Who  reign 
glory  with  Thee  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  for  eve 
ever.     Amen. 

0  Lord  my  SavioMT,  eleven  I  call  to  mind  Th 
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OS  words,  and  Thy  lawof  loye^  I  am  ashamed  to  think 
ir  often  I  must  have  grieved  Thee  by  my  hard,  im- 
giving  temper.  Miserable  sinner  that  I  am,  who 
dj  and  hourly  myself  transgress,  yet  take  offence  at 
)  least  forgetfnlness  or  pride  in  others.  Blessed  Jesn, 
idon  me  for  Thy  mercy's  sake.  Shall  I  dare  revenge 
9  wrongs  done  to  my  nnworthy  self— any  unkind 
g)ect,  hard  words,  nnjnst  reproach  ?  or  strictly  take 
eoont  of  'paltry  debts  due  to  me  by  others  ?  Bather 
will  remember  the  ten  thousand  talents  I  owe  to 
bee;  how  I  have  nothing  wherewith  to  pay  but  deeds 
'  love  to  Thy  creatures.  I  beseech  Thee,  Lord,  to 
ring  down  my  proud  spirit  to  the  ground,  not  by 
hy  judgments,  but  by  the  sweetness  of  Thy  grace, 
hroughout  the  sad  and  solemn  forty  days  of  fast, 
liich  now  I  desire  to  observe  in  a  penitential  spirit, 
^  teach  me  to  pray  for  myself,  and  all  mankind,  for 
bose  I  love,  for  those  who  hate  me,  and  especially  for 
Diners,  wandering  away  from  the  peaceful  paths  of 
i^teousness.  Grant  me  the  Christian's  joy  to  repay 
pod  for  evil ;  when  unjustly  smitten  to  turn  the  other 
heek;  to  forgive  not  seven  times,  but  seventy  times 
even.  Hear  me.  Lord,  for  Thy  mercy's  sake.  Amen. 
0  Holy  Spirit,  the  adorable  Lord  God  from  eternity, 
mto  Thee  we  lift  up  the  voice  in  praise  and  adoration, 
fliou  art  the  Strength  of  the  feeble,  the  Guide  of  the 
flind,  the  Comforter  of  the  afflicts.  Thou  knowest 
ivery  secret  of  our  hearts ;  how  we  have  resisted  Thy 
loly  influences,  deaf  to  Thy  warnings  of  conscience,  to 
be  charm  of  Thy  promises.  Have  compassion  upon 
B;  bear  with  our  wayward  wills.  K  Thou  forsake  us, 
TO  perish.  Grant  unto,  us  the  spirit  of  contrition  foi 
»ar  manifold  sins,  that  remembering  how  often  we  have 
Mttselves  transgressed,  we  may  be  gentle  and  long- 
wiering  to  all  others.  We  beseech  Thee,  keep  us 
^ngh  the  holy  season  of  Lent  in  a  subdued  and 
tumble  temper,  that  day  by  day  we  may  turn  to  Thee 
ia  weeping,  fasting,  and  praying.    We  are  vile  earth. 
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made  of  the  dust ;  bat  Thou  canst  breathe  into  us  the 
breath  of  life ;  we  are  miserable  sinners^  but  do  Thou 
pardon ;  our  natural  affections  are  bound  down  to  the 
vanities  of  the  world,  but  Thou  canst  raise  us  up  in 
faith,  and  hope,  and  love,  to  the  bright  visions  rf  j 
heaven.  Grant  this,  0  Lord,  for  CHirist's  sake,  to  "Whom, 
with  Thee,  in  the  glory  of  the  Almighty  Father,  be  all 
honour  and  thanksgiving  for  ever.    Amen. 


THE  END  OF  PART  I. 
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s  first  part  of  this  work  we  have  endea- 
)ntly  to  trace  bur  most  blessed  Lord  Jesus 
ord  and  the  Wisdom  of  Qod,  as  He  went 
srael,  preaching  and  working  miracles^ 
mself  the  attributes  of  the  Divine  Nature 
attractions  of  human  excellence,  full  of 
tness,  and  grace,  lovely  to  behold,  "for 
ty  surpassing  the  children  of  men."  Now 
ul  is  invited  to  contemplate  Him  through 
Lent,  as  the  "  Man  op  Sobbows  acquainted 
;ep  by  step  drawing  nigh  to  Calvary.  To 
lioves  us  to  prepare  our  hearts  to  weep  for 
3  on  the  Cross,  that  we  may  tiie  more 
brate  the  joyful  festival  of  His  glorious 
May  He  graciously  breathe  into  us  the 
itence  and  love!  Let  us  truthfully  call 
ccount  for  the  dishonour  we  have  done  to 
Y  our  many  offences,  and  earnestly  seek 
Surely  He  bore  our  griefs  and  carried  our 
3ur  sakes  He  was  unrighteously  scourged, 
with  thorns,  bled,  and  died.  Therefore 
uls  delight  in  Him  above  all  other  joys ; 
id  compare  is  the  sunshine  of  His  approval 
mpty  praises  of  the  world :  let  His  com- 
ir  hope.  His  presence  the  centre  of  our 
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PAET  n. 


FOE  LENT. 


Ash-Wednesday,    Morning, 


Pbbpabation  fob  Lent. 

la 'POINT,    Sorrow  for  Sin.— In  primitive  times, 
"When  Christians  submitted  themselves  obediently  to  the 
discipline  of  the  Church,  they  passed  the  season  of  Lent 
in  penitence,  prayer,  and  festing.    As  the  time  of  com- 
memorating their  dear  Lord's  sufferings  on  Calvary 
drew  nigh,  their  souls  were  filled  with  sadness :  they 
called  to  mind  how  the  sins  of  the  world  had  brought 
Him  from  His  throne  of  glory,  and  nailed  His  tender 
linibs  to  the  Cross.    Conscious  of  having  too  often 
grievously  transgressed  against  Him,  they  bowed  their 
hearts  in  sorrow,  with  holy  resolutions  of  amendment ; 
ptayed  for  absolution  of  the  past,  and  grace  for  the 
tore :  by  a  voluntary  abstinence  from  the  pleasures  of 
•ense  they  punished  their  self-indulgence ;  by  humih- 
•tion  mortified  their  self-love.    They  changed  the  gar- 
iiients  of  luxury  for  sackcloth;   instead  of  anointing 
^heir  hair  with  oil,  they  BjpTuMed  ashes  on  the  la.e«yi*, — 


Tlie  Devoid  Ckriaiian'g  Selp 
the  first  day  of  Lent  was  colled  "ABh-¥ct| 

I,  expressing  his  joy  fiat  the  Corintliian 
cowed  unto  repenttmce  after  a  godly : 
"  9  true  aature  of  contrition  for  h 
raid  niftke  as  to  purify  our  hearts ; 
"it  st-irs  up  witliin  tbe  penitent,  ". 
what  fear,  yea,  what  vehement  desire,  yen,  what  zm^ 
y»,  Vhat  revenge  "  (2  Cor.  vii.  9-11). 
and  POINT.  Prayer.— AH  who  by  Divine  gnw 
"""jsiindled  to  a  humble,  adoring  love  of  thdr 
TkBiour,  find  their  constant  pe-ace  and  jov  in 
a  the  heavenly  throne.  This  it  is  Thidi 
It-tiie  devout  soul  to  the  world  of  spirits,  com- 
e  mourner,  strengthens  the  weak,  confirms  the 
donbtM.  Join  therefore  now,  whosoever  thoa  Mt, 
day  by  day,  with  the  Holy  Chiiroh,  in  pouring  out  i 
contitiQal  saiiriEce  of  prayer  for  all  the  gifts  of  the  Holj 
Spirit  to  thyself  and  others.  Let  the  sorrowful  rngjlaai 
of  thy  overhurthened  heart  lead  thee  day  and  night  to 
meditatt!  on  the  suffering  life  and  agonizing  death  of 
the  We!l-belovod  Son  of  God.  Pray  tor  the  Spirit  uS 
eelf-denial,  to  refrain,  from  the  appetites  of  the  fJesh:  be 
sparing  in  diet,  but  bountiful  in  almsgiving.  Consider 
within  thyself  what  one  good  service  thou  canst  render 
unto  Jesus  in  each  of  these  Forty  Days  by  deeds  of 
compassion  to  His  suffering  poor.hya  loving,  meet,  and 
tender  diRposition  to  all. 

Srd  POINT.  Fasting.— The  natural  lusts  ot  tha 
flesh,  the  pride  of  the  human  heart,  love  for  the  vanitift 
of  the  world,  being  the  source  of  so  many  of  ouroffiiiWi 
require  a  constant  struf^Je  to  beat  them  down.  We 
learn  from  the  Old  Testament  how  universal  was  the 
Iftw  of  tasting,  ordained  of  God  as  the  proper  exintnica 
of  a  soul  humbling  itself  before  Him.  Throo^iODt  tbe 
historical  books,  and  the  prophets,  many  great  examplBi 
are  recorded  of  national  or  private  bats,  eithet  to  tain 
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le  the  Diyine  anger,  or  to  seek  the  Diyine  blessing. 
)  Christian  discipline  of  Fasting  is  a  wholesome  exer- 
I  of  self-control,  lest  the  temptations  of  sense  over- 
rer  the  spiritual  affections.  Alas !  who  is  worthy  to 
%k  of  this  in  a  luxurious  age,  when  even  the  ap- 
ited  fasts  of  the  Church  are  no  restraint  to  full 
les  and  assemblies  of  pleasure  ?  Nevertheless,  mor- 
ation  and  abstinence  are  the  law  of  the  Divine 
iegroom.  Who  Himself  declared  that  BLis  disciples 
old  &st  after  He  was  taken  away  from  them  (Matt. 
15). 

JBrauo:. 

•  Lord  my  Saviour,  who  am  I,  miserable  earth- 

m,  that  I  should  presume  to  come  before  Thee  as 

of  Thy  disciples?    I,  who  have  spent  my  days  in 

Lty,  and  can  but  dimly  contemplate  Thy  sublime 

-actions.    0  teach  me  by  Thy  word  and  example, 

ngthen  me  by  Thy  grace,  that  through  penitence 

prayer  I  may  henceforth  mortify  the  affections  of 

natural  heart.    Deliver  me,  0  Lord,  from  the  bond- 

of  fleshly  lusts ;  wean  my  affections  from  all  vain 

les,  that  I  may  dedicate  my  life  to  Thee,  and  all  the 

dties  of  my  soul  to  Thy  holy  service.    Amen, 


-^^ 


Ashr  Wednesday,     Evening, 


\d  POINT.  Christ  in  the  Wilderness,  tempted  of 
I  devil. — As  we  enter  on  this  solemn  season,  our 
Mights  naturally  turn  to  the  great  mystery  of  our 
td's  voluntary  abasement  and  selt-humiliation  in  the 
any  wilderness,  fasting  forty  days  and  forty  nights, 
be  tempted  of  Satan.  This  has  been  wisely  reserved 
rtheChtirch  as  the  most  proper  subject  of  meditaUou 
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for  the  opening  of  Lent.  After  that  scene  of  glory  a 
our  Lord's  Baptism  in  the  Jordan,  when  the  heaven 
were  opened,  and  the  Holy  Ghost  descended  nponHin 
and  the  Voice  of  the  Fattier  declared  Him  to  be  tii 
beloved  Son,  He  might  have  gone  at  once  to  Jerusalen 
as  King  of  the  Jews,  the  rightful  heir  by  lineal  descei 
to  David's  throne.  But  He,  before  Whom  the  ange 
bow,  and  all  the  saints  in  heaven  cast  their  goldc 
crowns,  sought  no  dominion  of  this  world.  His  ool 
diadem  on  earth  would  be  a  Crown  of  Thorns ;  His  (m 
throne  the  Cross.  He  retired  from  the  admiring  gas 
of  man  to  submit  Himself  to  the  insulting  temptatioa 
of  Satan — the  enemy  of  God,  the  hater  of  all  that 
lovely  and  virtuous.  Jesus,  the  fountain  of  grace,  tl 
Captain  of  our  salvation,  "  was  led  up  of  the  Spirit  iir 
the  wilderness  to  be  tempted  of  the  devil,"  that  by  H 
example  we  might  learn  to  resist  the  assaults  of  t! 
evil  one,  and  by  His  grace,  won  for  us  in  His  sel 
sacrifice,  we  might,  like  Him,  also  gain  the  victory. 

2nd  POINT.  Satan.— The  devil  was  that  fellc 
angel,  Lucifer,  son  of  the  morning,  who  had  said  in  h 
heart,  "  I  will  ascend  into  heaven,  I  will  exalt  my  thia 
above  the  stars  of  God.  ...  I  will  ascend  above  tii 
heights  of  the  clouds ;  I  will  be  like  the  Most  Hi|^ 
(Isai.  xiv.  12-14).  As  the  just  punishment  of  hi 
impious  pride,  he  was  cast  down  "  as  lightning,"  witl 
a  host  of  other  rebellious  angels,  from  the  mansions  c 
Heaven  to  the  pit  of  hell ;  from  the  brightness  of  God* 
presence  to  outer  darkness.  From  an  archangel  hi 
became  an  arch-fiend.  In  Scripture  language  hei 
"  the  accuser,  the  deceiver,  the  old  serpent,  the  diagoB 
a  roaring  lion,  a  wolf,  a  liar,  a  murderer  from  the  begi» 
ning,  the  prince  of  this  world,  the  prince  of  the  pow* 
of  the  air."  Hating  all  goodness,  rejoicing  in  evil,  tii 
mysterious  being  is  permitted  to  go  to  and  fro  in  A 
earth,  seeking  to  make  men  as  wicked  as  himself.  ^ 
SUght  crush  bim  in  an  instant,  had  He  not  in  His^ 
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dainedthat  our  obedience  shotQd  be  perfected 
li  a  state  of  trial  and  temptation. 

POINT.  The  Messiah,  the  Anointed  of  God.— 
n  mightier  far  than  Satan  is  already  in  the  wil- 
I.  What  a  dignity  of  person !  What  loveliness 
itenance  shine  forth  in  Jesus,  Emmanuel,  fresh 
[is  Baptism,  fall  of  the  Holy  Ghost !  Who  can 
3  the  unspeakable  attractions  of  His  form  and 
s,  the  supernatural  grace  of  His  sacred  humanity  ? 
bh  the  eternal  Spirit ;  anointed  with  the  seven- 
Pts ;  One  with  the  Father,  arrayed  in  the  whole 
of  God;  Himself  the  Divine  Son,  Who  had  cast 
atan  from  the  realms  of  hght.  Such  He  comes 
mcounter  with  the  fallen  archangel.  Who  can 
lis  victory  ?  Temptations  could  have  no  power 
le  in  Whom  was  no  sin ;  they  were  quenched  at 
y  approach,  like  sparks  falling  on  a  pure  foun- 
le  endures  the  hated  presence  of  the  tempter, 
J  weakness  might  be  made  strong  in  His  suf&- 
and  by  His  feeling  the  power  of  temptation  and 
g  from  it,  might  be  able  to  sympathize  with  us. 
le  Himself  like  unto  His  brethren  in  the  flesh, 
ing  to  be  tempted  in  all  things  as  they  were, 
hout  sin,  that  they  might  be  partakers  of  His 
I.  I 

jssed  and  Glorious  Saviour,  I  desire  with  all  the 
of  my  soul  to  set  forth  Thy  praise.  I  humbly 
"hee  as  the  source  of  all  hope  and  strength,  the 
Conqueror  on  behalf  of  sinners  hke  unto  me. 
ne  by  Thy  Holy  Spirit  to  resist  the  evil  of  my 
mghts.  Grant  me  the  power  of  self-denial  and 
ation,  to  watch,  and  pray  against  every  approach 
ooking  to  Thee  for  help.  Settle  my  wandering 
»  on  the  joy  of  Thy  presence,  to  serve  Thee 
more  earnest  love.     In  Thy  Name  may  1  b^ 
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enabled  to  withstand  all  the  crafts  and  assaults  of  tiid 
enemy  of  my  soul,  and  put  him  to  flight,  that  by  the 
ix)wer  of  Thy  grace  I  may  win  the  golden  crown  of 
victory,  and  lay  it  at  Thy  feet.    Amen, 


•o* 


%Wb  a^etiitattom 

For  Tliursday  after  Ash-Wednesday, 

Satak's  fibst  Temptation  op  cub  Lobd. 

1st  POINT,  For  forty  days  and  nights  CJhrist 
endured  a  miraculous  fast  in  the  silence  of  the  desert- 
the  only  companions  of  His  solitude  the  wild  beastB, 
His  bed  the  bare  earth,  no  pillow  to  rest  His  sacred 
head.— He,  Who  out  of  love  to  man  fed  thousands witii 
a  few  loaves,  had  no  bread  to  eat !  To  what  extremity 
He  suffered  the  pains  of  famishing  we  know  not.  "In 
those  days  He  did  eat  nothing."  He  submitted  Himself 
to  suffering  and  mortification,  as  our  example  of  self- 
denying  discipline  in  the  Christian  warfare.  Perfect  in 
holiness,  purer  than  the  angels.  His  whole  life  on  eartii 
resembled  that  of  a  penitent,  weeping,  fasting,  and  pray- 
ing. "  As  touching  His  Godhead,"  in  glory  equal  with 
the  Father,  as  Man  He  condescended  to  the  lowest 
abasement. 

2nd  F  OINT.  "  Command  that  these  stones  be  mad» 
bread." — Satan  had  watched  the  mysterious  Stranger, 
thus  enduring  a  voluntary  fast,  uncertain  if  He  were 
the  Mighty  One  Who  had  cast  him  down  from  Heaven. 
He  knew  of  His  birth  at  Bethlehem,  the  vision  of  angels 
to  the  shepherds,  the  Star  in  the  east,  and  the  Voice 
from  Heaven  declaring  Him  to  be  the  beloved  Son.  But 
how  could  He  thus  humble  Himself?  That  was  beyond 
the  belief  of  a  fiend,  whose  pride  had  lost  him  his  plft<* 
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mong  the  angels.  To  clear  up  the  mystery^  he  tempts 
16  Messiah  to  proTide  Himself  with  food  by  a  miracle : 
If  Thou  be  the  Son  of  God,  command  that  these  stones 
3  made  bread ;" — show  me  this  sign  of  Thy  Sonship. 
To  change  the  stones  into  bread  would  prove  Him  to 
3  God ;  if  He  should  eat.  He  must  be  man.  Christ 
>iild  read  the  craft  of  the  deceiver  through  and 
irongh :  no  sign  was  given  him ;  no  word  of  reproof 
as  uttered:  but  simply  an  answer  from  Scripture, 
tt  is  written, '  Thou  shalt  not  live  by  bread  alone,  but 
•  every  word  that  proceedeth  out  of  the  moulii  of 
)d'"(Deut.viii.  6). 

Srd  POINT.  The  application  to  ourselves.— The 
nptation  of  our  Lord  in  the  desert  is  a  great  mystery, 
well  as  a  great  historical  fiEU^t,  written  for  our  learning. 
tan  triumphed  amid  the  pleasures  of  Eden;  he  is 
feated  amid  the  fasts  of  the  wilderness.  This  points 
noral,  teaching  us  that  there  is  danger  in  an  easy 
),  safety  in  watchful  self-denial.  Observe  that  to  each 
Uie  three  temptations  Jesus  finds  an  answer  from  Holy 
riptnre :  thus  may  we  draw  from  thp  same  source  a 
rd  of  encouragement  at  every  step  in  the  right  path, 
i  warning  against  every  suggestion  of  evil.  He  might 
ve  turned  the  stones  to  bread  in  an  instant:  but 
her  than  follow  the  slightest  instigation  of  Satan,  He 
yee  to  suffer  the  extremity  of  hunger.  Most  worthy 
this  spectacle  to  be  the  constant  subject  of  our 
mghts,  that  in  every  doubt  or  diflBculty  we  may 
m  how  far  more  noble  it  is  in  a  soul  created  for 
•ven  to  deny  its  own  will  rather  than  swerve  from 
J  narrow  way  of  duty. 

3  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  Who  didst  fast  forty  days  and 
ty  nights  in  the  wilderness  for  the  sake  of  'sinners,  I 
leech  Thee  strengthen  my  feeble  will,  to  keep  under 
^  body,  and  bring  it  into  subjection.     Groat  \]i;^\> 
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through  fastdng  and  prayery  humiliiy  and  faith,  all 
carnal  affections  may  die  in  me,  and  all  things  belong- 
ing to  the  Spirit  may  live  and  grow  in  me.  I  knoir 
that  if  I  live  after  the  flesh  I  shall  die ;  but  if  throng 
the  Spirit  I  mortify  the  deeds  of  the  body,  I  shall 
live.  Do  Thou,  0  Lord,  purify  me  both-  in  body  and 
soul,  fliat  I  may  render  unto  Thee  a  constant  service  rf 
holy  fear,  ardent  love,  and  at  the  last  day  be  raised  to 
the  joy  of  Thy  presence  in  the  realms  of  Thy  gloiy. 
Amen, 


For  Friday  after  Ash-Wednesday, 


Sbcx)nd  Temptation. 

1st  POINT.  "Cast  Thyself  down."— Saian,  \m^ 
foiled  in  his  first  design,  was  permitted  to  lead  Jesuato* 
one  of  the  golden  pinnacles  of  His  own  holy  Tenqdii 
in  Jerusalem.  Behold,  then,  on  the  loftiest  top,  oWt 
looking  the  chosen  city,  the  Lord  of  angels  and 
prince  of  evil  stand  visibly  face  to  face.  Christ  mfjtt 
have  hurled  the  fiend  into  the  valley  of  Hinnom  !»• 
neath  them ;  but  He  suffered  Himself  to  be  tempted  i, 
second  time  to  a  proof  of  His  Divinity.  "  If  [i 
Satan]  Thou  be  the  Son  of  God,  cast  Thyself  down; 
it  is  written, '  He  shall  give  His  angels  charge  over 
to  keep  Thee :  and  in  their  hands  they  shall  bear 
up,  lest  at  any  time  Thou  dash  Thy  ^foot  agaiiisfc 
stone' "  (Ps.  xci.  11, 12). 

2nd  POINT,  Our  Lord's  answer. — Satan,  then, 
well  acquainted  with  Holy  Scripture,  though  he 
pervert  the  truth  to  a  lie,  as  the  wicked  always  seek' 
to  do.  His  presumption  was  akin  to  the  pride  for 
which  he  was  doomed  ages  before  to  be  a  castaway.  Hfli 
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Imagined  that  Christ  partook  of  the  ambitiotis  spirit  of 
Uie  world — to  be  gratified  by  a  vain  display  of  power. 
But  mark  the  calm  and  short  reply,  "It  is  written , 
'Thou  Shalt  not  tempt  the  Lord  Thy  God'"  (Dent. 
vil6). 

8rrf  POINT,  A  lesson  to  onrselves.— Christ  has  left 
OS  a  ready  answer  to  all  the  presumptuous  suggestions 
oiMse  self-oonfidence  and  vanity  of  display.  In  every 
hid  think  how  it  is  turitten,  and  the  way  of  safety  shall 
be  made  clear  to  you.  To  place  ourselves  rashly  in  the 
*By  of  danger  is  rather  the  whispering  of  an  evil  spirit 
tlian  the  prompting  of  a  good  angel.  Satan  never  bids 
la  humble  ourselves  before  Heaven,  there  to  seek  our 
oys,  which  are  hateful  in  his  sight :  he  would  tempt 
Is  to  self-reliance,  that  we  may  fall, — perhaps  never  to 
Ise  again,  even  as  he  fell  from  the  angelic  nature. 
ie  has  no  power  to  thrust  us  down:  "Cast  thyself 
Uwn,"  are  his  pernicious  words.  We  have  the  exercise 
•f  our  free  will:  if  we  yield  to  temptation  the 
tailt  is  in  ourselves.  Satan  may  persuade;  'tis  ours 
o  radst.  When  we  are  disposed  to  lofty  imaginations, 
•  bold  aspiring  ventures  of  pride,  we  may  find  peace 
tid  safety  in  the  words  of  Jesus,  "  Thou  shalt  not 
Bmpt  the  Lord  thy  God.'' 

0  my  soul,  pray  unceasingly  to  the  Holy  Spirit 
Bnnst  thy  natural  pride,  that  thou  be  not  led  to  the 
fanacle  of  vanity :  be  not  over-sensitive  to  the  opinion 
f  the  world,  nor  love  its  applause.  How  weakly  fond 
H  Hum  to  be  esteemed !— ever  seeking  praise,  earnest 
to  the  poor  distinctions  of  influence,  rank,  or  wealths 
ideh  are  slippery  jyaXha  leading  to  a  fall.  Eemembcr 
le  words  of  thy  blessed  Saviour,  "  Woe  unto  you 
"lieii  all  men  shall  speak  weU  of  you."  Learn  by  the 
Imple  of  His  saints  to  be  meanly  thought  of  by  the 
Qrid  for  His  sake.  Who  humbled  Himself  for  ours. 
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Eraser. 

Gracious  Saviour,  Who  in  all  Thy  sufferii^  1 
earth  didst  set  us  a  perfect  example  of  humility,  h( 
to  bring  down  my  pride  of  heart  to  Thy  law  of  mee 
Thou  knowest  all  my  frailty,  how  subject  I  am  t 
thoughts,  and  anxious  about  the  opinion  of  the  ^ 
rather  than  earnest  to  please  Thee,  my  sweet  Sa 
and  my  God.  0  teach  me  to  seek  wisdom  in  Thy 
all  my  happiness  in  Thy  love,  and  through  Thj 
precious  merits  acceptance  before  the  Father's  ti 
to  Whom  with  Thee,  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  be  aU 
and  adoration  for  ever.     Arnen, 


For  Saturday  after  Ash-  Wednesday, 


Thikd  Temptatiok. 

Is*  POINT,    " If  Thou  wilt  fall  down  and  w 

me,  all  shall  be  Thine." — Satan  had  twice  vainly  c 

voured  to  discover  if  Our  Lord  was  the  Son  of 

• 

now  he  makes  a  last  trial, — to  find  out  whether  B 
the  expected  Son  of  David,  the  Great  Messiah,  to 
over  Israel.  What  if  He  could  be  tempted  b 
promise  of  a  wider  dominion  over  the  kingdoms  < 
earth  ?  That  would  prove  Him  to  be  a  false  Ck 
mere  pretender.  The  devil  was  permitted  to  coi 
the  temptations  in  his  own  way,  only  to  suffe 
greater  defeat.  "  Then  he  taketh  Him  up  in 
exceeding  high  mountain,  and  showeth  Him  a 
kingdoms  of  the  world,  and  the  glory  of  them, 
in  a  moment  of  time."  The  Son  of  God  requir 
mountain  height  to  take  a  view  of  the  works  c 
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cieatioiL  He  had  made  the  round  world:  He 
measured  out  the  heavens  with  a  span ;  He  had 
d  up  the  ancient  empires  of  the  earth,  and  again 
led  them  with  the  dust.  The  idea  that  Christ 
ft  be  dazzled  with  this  vision,  was  but  another 
!  that  His  real  nature  was  a  mystery  to  Satan. 
this  power  [he  said]  will  I  give  Thee,  and  the 
'  of  them ;  for  that  is  delivered  unto  me ;  and  to 
Qsoever  I  will  I  give  it.  If  Thou  therefore  wilt  fell 
t,  and  worship  me,  all  shall  be  thine."  His  claim 
jstow  the  honours  and  possessions  of  the  world 
felse, — worthy  of  the  fether  of  lies.  He  has  no 
power,  though  many  a  dupe  has  sold  himself  body 
soul  in  the  vain  belief.  The  demand  to  receive 
lightest  homage  on  earth  was,  like  himself,  impious 
profeuie ;  in  hell  alone  is  his  pitiless  dominion. 

i  POINT.  "Get  thee  beliind  Me,  Satan."— 
3rto  Our  Lord  had  patiently  borne  with  the  devil's 
3nt  familiarity  and  presumption :  but  now  that  he 
I,  in  His  presence,  to  claim  the  worship  due  only 
is  heavenly  Father,  His  holy  wrath  was  kindled. 
He  spumed  the  tempter  from  Him;  "Gret  thee 
id  Me, Satan;  for  it  is  writtm, '  Thou  shalt  worship 
[iOrd  thy  God ;  and  Him  only  shalt  thou  servo  *  ' 
t.  X.  20).  The  sound  of  his  own  name  covered  the 
»ter  with  confusion;  for  by  that  he  knew  how 
y  his  craft  was  discovered,  how  hopeless  were  all 
oares.  It  could  be  no  other  than  the  Son  of  Grod, 
had  thrust  him  down  to  darkness  for  his  rebeUion. 
en  the  devil  leaveth  Him."  He  fled,  as  he  fleeth 
all  who  resist  him  in  the  Name  of  God.  And 
Id,  angels  came,  and  ministered  imto  Jesus :  they 
been  spectators  of  this  mysterious  conflict;  they 
sed  in  His  victory.  Satan's  defeat  was  all  the 
»  bitter  to  him,  when  he  beheld  those  angelic  . 
engers  waiting  upon  the  Divine  Son,  \\liom  ho 
ihallenged  to  bow  down  to  himself.    Now  \ie  toe^' 
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that  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  was  indeed  to  be  esto- 
blished ;  that  his  own  dominion  shotQd  be  cast  down. 

Srd  POINT.  Greater  is  He  Who  is  for  ns,  than  lie 
that  is  against  ns.— Our  Lord's  threefold  temptation  m 
the  wilderness  is  a  type  of  the  harassing  conflict  evU 
going  on  within  ns  for  the  trial  of  our  constancy.  Thi 
appetites  of  the  flesh  are  represented  under  tiie  Fjfll 
Temptation;  the  pride  of  the  human  heart,  and  ovet 
bold  self-reliance  in  the  Second ;  and  in  the  Third  ftii 
eager  desire  after  the  possessions  or  powers  of  the  worii 
In  some  one  or  other  of  these  ways,  Satan  is  al^ 
laying  snares  for  us  by  yain  promises,  and  &lse 
suited  to  our  several  tempers.  They  are  all 
imreal  shadows,  that  mock  our  hopes  even  in  p 
They  never  satisfy,  nor  give  abiding  rest,  contentment^ci 
happiness.  But  Christ  hath  overcome  Satan:  we  ham 
but  to  clothe  ourselves  in  His  armour,  and  fight  undtf 
His  banner,  and  all  the  fiery  darts  of  the  enemy  61 
harmless  before  us.  We  know  by  revelation  of  to 
Gospel  that  "  God  is  faithful,  Who  will  not  suffer  nsto 
be  tempted  above  that  we  are  able ;  but  will,  with  tta 
temptation,  also  make  a  way  to  escape,  that  we  mayte' 
able  to  bear  it "  (1  Cor.  x.  13).  Being  restored  ficoffl 
our  fallen  nature  to  the  image  of  Grod  by  virtue  of  off 
union  with  Jesus  Christ,  both  God  and  IVIan,  we  hai« 
the  promise  of  His  Divine  help  to  strengthen  our  weak- 
ness. He  was  touched  with  the  feeling  of  our  infi^ 
mities ;  and  was  in  all  points  tempted  like  as  we 
yet  without  sin.  Let  us,  therefore,  come  boldly  in  feiftj 
to  His  throne,  in  meek  reliance  on  Him,  that  we  mi^ 
find  grace  to  help  in  the  time  of  need.  In  Him  is  oar 
safety ;  His  word  is  our  law.  His  grace  our  strengttii 
His  holiness  our  example.  His  angels  our  guardiaoBi 
His  promises  our  sure  hope  of  victory.  His  love  our 
reward. . 


to  Meditatum.  277 

ssed  Savioar^  Whom  all  the  hosts  of  Heayen  do 
we  humbly  believe  that  as  Thy  holy  angels 
red  unto  Thee  in  the  wilderness^  so  Thou  hast 
lem  charge  over  us,  to  keep  us  innocent  amidst 
ptationis  that  beset  us.  Thanks  be  to  thee,  0 
Hio  hast  given  us  the  means  of  victory  by  Thy 
d  help  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  0  may  we  abide 
in  Thy  love,  trust  in  Thy  word,  and  follow 
y  example  of  instant  and  determined  resistance, 
we  may  be  able  to  overcome  every  subtle  allure- 
:  the  flesh,  the  world,  and  the  devil;  and  at 
by  Thy  grace,  gain  the  promised  prize,— the 
mansions  of  heaven  prepared  for  all  who  over- 
Thy  name.    Amen,  0  Lord. 
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For  Sunday  of  the  First  Week  in  Lent. 


Chbist  on  His  way  to  the  Feast  of  TabbbnajOIJI 

Ist  P  01  NT.    The  time  of  the  Orucifbrion  draws  on.-t  i 
Three  years  of  our  blessed  Lord's  inission  on 
were  accompUshed :  ere  long  the  sorrows  of  the 
would  come  to  pass^  when  the  sun  would  be  darloaAl 
and   the   heavens   declare   the   Divine   wrath 
Jerusalem.    But  His  purpose  was  to  visit  the 
city  twice  again,  if  by  any  earnest  persuasionB 
could  move  the  Eulers  to  receive  Him  as  the  Son 
God,  a  Saviour,  and  a  King.     Even  His  bret 
impatient  for  some  signs  of  His   earthly  doi 
mistrusted  His  promises.    St.  John  says,  *'  Neither 
His  brethren  believe  in  Him."    They  urged  Him  to 
to  Jerusalem  to  the  Feast  of  Tabernacles,  and  shot j 
Himself  to  the  world  as  the  great  Messiah.    But 
thoughts  were  not  as  their  thoughts :  He  intended 
be  present  at  the  feast,  but  bade  them  go  before,  aaJj 
He  would  follow  at  His  own  time.    Then  "He 
fastly  set  His  face  to  go  to  Jerusalem"  (Luke  ix.  51)ij 
not  openly,  but  as  it  were  in  secrei 

2nd  P  OINT,  Jesus  rejected  at  a  Samaritan  village.— ^ 
Our  Lord  sent  forward  some  of  His  disciples  as  n* 
sengers  to  prepare  the  way;  and  they  entered  into 
certain  village  of  the  Samaritans.  The  people 
Samaria,  from  the  time  of  Jeroboam,  had  se; 
from  the  Jewish  worship  in  Jerusalem.  Their  li^ 
altar  was  on  Mount  Gerizim;  and  now  seeing  i^ 
company  on  their  way  to  the  hated  city,  they  wodB 
not  receive  them.  Our  Lord  was  obliged  to  pass  on  to 
another  village ;  thus  were  verified  His  own  monmM 
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Foxes  have  holes,  and  birds  of  the  air  have 
it  the  Son  of  Man  hath  not  where  to  lay  His 
(Worthy  to  be  praised  for  His  excellent  great- 
was  set  at  naught  by  unbelieving  man;  worthy 
kgnified  in  eternal  glory,  He  was  despised  by 
om  He  came  to  save ;  worthy  to  be  celebrated 
}  of  thanksgiving  by  cherubim  and  seraphim^ 
.  Man  of  Sobbows.  John  and  James,  provoked 
insxdt  to  their  Divine  Master,  said  to  Him, 
dlt  Thou  that  we  command  fire  to  come  down 
iven,  and  consume  them,  even  as  Elias  did?" 
IS  turning  round,  rebuked  them,  "  Ye  know 
manner  of  spirit  ye  are  of.  The  Son  of  Man 
ne  to  destroy  men's  lives,  but  to  save  them." 

7INT,  Forgiveness  of  injuries. — The  mistaken 
ohn  and  James  was  one  of  many  other  proofs 
1  the  chosen  Twelve  had  not  yet  penetrated 
ery  of  Chrisfs  Divine  Ipve,  or  his  intense  pity 
5rs.  His  law  of  charity,  unchangeably  the 
ever  opposed  to  the  unmerciful  and  severe, 
uside  the  glories  of  His  throne  that  He  might 
ovenant  of  peace  between  God  and  fallen  men. 
I  earth  He  would  move  them  by  His  own 
to  quietness  and  forbearance.  It  was  not 
those  unbelieving  Samaritans  would  know 
hey  had  rejected,  for  they  were  among  the 
jonverts,  and  received  the  Gospel  with  joy 
L  6 — 8).  So  with  James  and  John;  through 
I  hourly  communion  with  their  Divine  Lord, 
length  learned  their  lessons  in  His  school  of 
>nce  called  Boanerges,  sons  of  thunder,  they 
Is  became  the  meekest  of  men.  And  thus  it 
wnith  us,  if  by  discipline  of  our  tempers  we 
be  like  Him,  seeking,  in  prayer,  the  precious 
s  Holy  Spirit. 
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Blessed  SaTiour,  Jesu  Christy  when  I  meditate  en 
Thy  suflforing  life  amidst  the  immeicifiil  scms  of  ma, 
I  am  amazed  at  my  own  pride.  Alas!  how  qnicklyl 
resent  the  least  provocation,  any  xinldndness,  bjoj  vial 
of  respect  to  myself,  forgetting  my  own  sharp  rebnka 
and  severity  to  others,— oftentimes  even  to  those  hoaai 
to  me  by  the  closest  ties  Of  relationship.  0,  miserahte 
that  I  am!  constantly  resolving  to  grow  meek,  anl 
again  falling  away,  not  knowing  what  manner  of  spiiik 
I  am  of.  I  beseech  Thy  pardon,  0  Lord :  bear  witii  M 
yet  awhile.  1  know  Thou  wilt  not  dwell  in  a  heart  of 
pride,  nor  love  the  unloving.  O  teach  me  l^  Tky 
Holy  Spirit  to  follow  Thine  own  sweet  exam{»le  of 
lowliness,  and  thns  prepare  my  sonl  for  the  joy  ciTkg 
presence.  Unto  Thee  be  all  praise,  glory,  and  thinks 
giving  with  the  Almighty  Father,  and  the  Holy  Ghoi^ 
now  and  ever.    Amen. 


For  Monday  of  the  First  Week  in  Lent, 

OUB  LOBD  AT  THE  FeAST  OF  TABEBS^AGUeS. 

1st  POINT,  The  people  divided  in  opinion,  whethei 
He  were  the  Christ.— Multitudes  thronged  JerasakB 
at  all  the  great  religious  festivals.  They  came  fxxt^ 
the  distant  parts  of  Canaan,  and  the  foreign  dth 
where  they  occupied  themselves  in  trade.  At  the  Foil 
of  Tabernacles  especially  all  was  joyous.  The  piinoqid 
question  among  the  sti'angers  was  concerning  the  GM 
Prophet  of  Nazareth,  Who  had  been  goiog  aboat  in 
Galilee,  everywhere  working  miracles, — supposed  to  bl 
the  expected  Messias.  "  They  sought  Him  at  the  feifii, 
and  said,  '  Whore   is  He  ?'     And  there  was  muck 
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og  among  the  people  concerning  Him;  for 
., '  He  is  a  good  man :'  others  said, '  Nay,  but 
reth  the  people.'  ....  Howbeit  no  man  spake 
Him  for  fear  of  the  Jews."  It  was  nndferstood 
inlers  had  resolved  upon  some  act  of  violence 
lim ;  and  whoever  was  suspected  of  believing 
rould  be  cast  out  of  the  synagogue. 

)IN1\  Jesus  teaches  in  the  Temple. — ^Forsome 
ling  was  known  or  heard  of  Jesus :  but  about 
1  day  of  the  feast  He  was  found  in  the  Temple 
—not  as  the  Scribes  taught  with  their  vain 
I,  but  with  the  authority  of  a  Prophet,  explain- 
kiriptures,  and  calling  men  to  repentance; — 
3h  that  they  all  marvelled,  and  said  one  to 
'  How  knoweth  this  Man  letters,  having  never 
"  In  vain  He  declared  that  His  vnsdom  was 
7e :  they  reproached  and  reviled  Him.  Again 
Q  He  asserted  His  Divine  nature :  therefore 
ght  to  take  Him ;  but  others  believed  on  Him, 
,  "When  Christ  cometh,  will  He  do  more 
than  these,  which  this  Man  hath  done?" 
;ain  denied,  supposing  Him  to  have  been  bom 
ith,  whereas  Christ,  according  to  the  prophets, 
ds  be  bom  in  Bethlehem,  of  the  House  of 
Vain,  perverse  readers  of  Scripture !  gathering 
darken  their  own  understandings.  He  stands 
em  in  all  the  attributes  of  the  Messias,  for 
ley  were  anxiously  waiting,  and  they  mur- 
hey  had  the  testimony  of  the  prophets,  of  a 
m  Heaven,  of  John  the  Baptist,  confirmed  by 
^thout  number,  and  they  would  not  believe  ! 
>w  amongst  ourselves :  the  clearest  truths  lie 
r  common  pathway,  appeal  to  our  conscience, 
»n,  our  fjEuith;  but  men  will  not  heed.  The 
>irit,  and  tiie  single  eye,  alone  can  perceive. 

>INT,    "  Never  man  spake  like  this  Man." — 
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The  Pharisees,  hearing  how  the  people  were  n 
Our  Lord's  teaching,  sent  their  officers  to  ta 
But  as  they  listened  to  His  discourse,  they  co 
admire  His  wisdom,  and  yield  themselves  to 
suasions.  They  would  risk  all  raliier  than  lay  I 
One  so  great  and  holy.  "  Touch  not  Mine  A 
and  do  My  Prophets  no  harm,"  saith  the  Lord  < 
They  went  back  to  the  council ;  and  being  as 
they  had  not  brought  their  prisoner,  they 
"  Never  man  spake  like  this  Man."  The  unju£ 
rebuked  them,  and  silenced  all  who  had  a 
defence  on  His  behalf.  At  length  towards 
"every  man  went  to  his  own  house."  Bui 
harassed  and  saddened  as  He  was  by  the  hard 
of  His  people,  had  iw  home.  The  Lord  of  th( 
Temple  had  nowhere  to  lay  His  head  in  Je 
*'  Jesus  went  imto  the  Mount  of  Olives," — pre 
the  (harden  of  Gethsemane, — "for  He  often 
thither,"  to  pour  out  His  over-burthened  soul  i 
to  His  Heavenly  Father. 

Most  dear  Lord  and  Saviour,  I  am  grieved 
what  reproach  and  contradiction  Thou  didst  i 
the  hands  of  wicked  men,  when  Thou  earnest  t< 
einners  such  as  I  am  to  the  favour'of  a  Heavenli 
I  wonder  how  the  most  hardened  could  beh 
beauty,  or  hear  Thy  words  of  wisdom  and  of 
refuse  to  glorify  Thee  as  the  Son  of  God.  B 
how  often  have  I  also  been  faithless  towardj 
more  hardened  than  Thy  persecutors,  who  kn< 
not  as  I  have  known  Thee.  For  now  we  kn 
Thou  hast  overcome  death,  and  risen  from  th 
and  ascended  to  Thy  glorious  throne.  Thou  ha 
unto  us  Thy  holy  Gospel  for  our  learning,  has  i 
Blessed  Comforter  to  enlighten  our  understanc 
His  heavenly  gifts  of  grace,  and   promised 
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iianship  of  angels.  Now  we  know  that  all  tbe 
I  of  Heayen  laud  and  magnify  Thy  holy  Name, 
arvellons  goodness!  I  beseech  Thee,  lift  up  the 
es  of  my  soul  from  the  grovelling  thoughts  of  the 
i  to  Thy  spheres  of  light.  Grant  that,  being  thus 
shed  and  sanctified,  I  may  henceforlii  lead  a  peni- 

self-denying,  prayerful  life,  and  with  Thy  holy 
tsh  sing  unto  Thee  hymns  of  praise,  till  it  please 

to  take  me  to  Thy  merciful  arms,  my  Lord,  and 
lod.    Amen. 


■•o»- 


%^ivh  9^06 1  tart  on. 

For  Ttieaday^of  the  First  Week  in  Lent, 

The  Woman  taken  in  Adultery. 

P  OINT.  The  accusation. — The  next  day, "  early 
e  morning,"  Jesus  was  again  in  the  Temple,  "  and 
le  people  came  unto  Him,  and  He  sat  down,  and 
it  them."  Meanwhile  the  Scribes  and  Pharisees 
xmtrived  a  snare,  in  which  they  hoped  to  entangle 
"They brought  imto  Him  a  woman  taken  in 
»ry ;"  and  when  they  had  set  her  in  the  midst,  they 
I  His  opinion,  whether  or  no  she  should  be  stoned 
ath,  as  the  law  of  Moses  commanded?  This  they 
't^pting  Him,  that  they  might  have  to  accuse 
"  If  He  condemned  the  woman,  and  she  were  put 
ath.  His  character  for  mercy  would  suffer  in  the 
of  the  people :  if  He  should  acquit  her,  He  would 
to  disregard  sin,  and  set  the  law  at  naught. 

I  POINT,    Christ's  award.— Our  blessed  Lord 

nstood  this  craffcy  appeal  to  His  judgment;   He 

no  answer,  but  "stooped  down,  and  with  His 

f  wrote  on  the  ground,  as  though  He  heard  them 


guile  and  malidons  hope  in  the  ctnmtenaiu 
aocnaerB!  vhat  breathless  silenoe  in  the  b] 
With  a  penetration  tmd  wisdom  greater  than 
He  delivered  His  judgment ;  "  He  that  is  w 
among  yon,  let  him  first  cast  a  atone  at  h 
again  He  stooped  down  and  wrote  on  the  gn>i 

3rd  POINT.  "  Go,  and  sin  no  more."— T 
not  one  of  those  grave,  severe  interpreters  c 
not  one  sanctimomons  Pharisee,  who  dared  U 
first  stone  ?  not  one  free  from  impurity  ?  No 
"  Thej  wliich  heard  it,  being  convicted  in 
oonscience,  went  out  one  by  one,  beginning  at 
even  unto  the  lost :  and  Jeans  was  left  dom 
woman  standing  in  the  midsL"  Then  raiaii 
up,  and  seeing  none  other  present.  He  said 
"■Woman,  where  are  those  thine  accoseis! 
man  condemned  thee?  .  .  No  man.  Lord.  . 
do  I  condemn  thee ;  go,  and  sin  no  more." 
the  poor  sinner's  thrill  oE  joy ;  her  goshin] 
thankfulness !  Not  a  word  of  reproach  from 
of  mercy  I  "  A  hroised  reed  will  He  not  bn 
the  Fountain  of  all  love,  washes  out  the  c 
penitent   sinners.      Most    precious    words 

"■Nfiifhor  t\n  T  cnndBmii  thsn  "     Rut  Kh  £ri,p 
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ment,  may  rettmi  to  the  covert  of  His  fold  and  be  at 
peace.  Although  forgiven,  time  itself  would  scarce 
Uot  ont  her  bitter  self-reproaches.  The  higher  we 
naoh  to  a  sense  of  Grod's  holiness,  and  the  more 
to&derly  we  have  learned  to  love  our  Divine  Eedeemer, 
tiie  more  frequent  even  to  the  day  of  death  are  the 
tens  of  shame  we  shed  for  past  sin.  With  Mary 
Hagdalene,  and  all  redeemed  saints  who  once  were 
ibsseK,  but  have  washed  their  robes  in  the  Blood  of 
liie  Lamb,  let  us  watch,  and  fast,  and  pray,  that  like 
them  we  also  may  be  forgiven. 

Srajier* 

0  Almighty  Qod,  we  humbly  magnify  Thy  name  for 
fte  most  precious  gift  of  Thy  Well-beloved  Son,  as  the 
Bedeemer  of  our  souls.  We  have  sinned,  0  Lord ;  we 
hive  sinned,  and  done  amiss.  If  we  have  been  merci- 
faDy  saved  by  Thy  grace  from  mortal  sin,  Thine  be  the 
imdse,  Thine  the  glory  for  ever  and  ever.  Accept, 
0  Lord^  our  penitent  vows,  and  our  devoted  hearts,  as 
fte  best  offerings  we  can  of  ourselves  present  before 
Ihee.  But  what  will  these  avail  from  sinners  all 
impure  ?  0,  then,  give  us  leave  to  plead  the  all-suffi- 
dent  sacrifice  of  our  blessed  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  Who 
&d  for  us,  and  nailed  to  His  Cross  the  record  of  our 
linB  that  was  against  us,  and  took  it  away,  that  it  might 
be  blotted  out  from  Thy  Book  of  Remembrance.  For 
Hii  sake  strengthen,  enlighten,  and  sanctify  us  by  the 
edestial  fire  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  to  Whom  with  Thee, 
0  Almighty  Father,  and  Thy  Eternal  Son,  are  all 
Uessmg,  and  honour,  and  glory,  and  thanksgiving  from 
ererlasthig  to  everlasting.    Amen, 
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For  Wednesday  qf  the  First  Week  in  Lent, 

OuB  Lord  heals  the  Mah  bobn  Bund. 

Is*  P  01  NT.  Christ  the  Light  of  the  World.— Stand- 
ing in  the  Temple,  and  again  teaching  the  people,  Jesus 
declared,  "I  am  the  Light  of  the  World;  he  that 
followeth  Me  shall  not  walk  in  darkness,  but  shall  have 
the  light  of  life."  He  is  the  heavenly  living  Light, 
giving  to  all  things  life,  and  grace,  and  illnmiiiation. 
He  is  the  Light  of  the  World,  both  in  His  Divine  and 
human  natures.  As  Son  of  Grodi  by  the  rays  of  flifl 
Holy  Spirit,  He  enlightens  the  souls  of  men  to  celestial 
truth,  revealing  all  that  is  good  and  profitable  to  them: 
in  His  human  nature,  by  His  doctrine,  and  the  bright* 
ness  of  a  perfect  example  of  life.  He  set  forth  for  eTer 
the  law  of  righteousness,  which  God  has  ordained  far 
His  creatures.  In  every  sense  He  was  "  the  Light  of 
the  World ;  the  Way,  the  Truth,  and  the  Life."  Tha 
Jews  perceiving  that  He  made  Himself  One  with  God, 
began  once  more  to  contradict  and  revile  Him.  But 
He  continued  in  the  same  strain,  asserting  again  and 
again  that  He  came  from  God.  At  length,  when  His 
claimed  a  pre-existence  of  two  thousand  years, — "  Before 
Abraham  was  I  am,"— thus  taking  the  title  by  whiA 
God  revealed  Himself  to  Moses  (Exod.  iii.  14),  th^ 
could  endure  no  longer.  Their  pent-up  passion  bunt 
forth ;  "  they  took  up  stones  to  cast  at  Him."  But  in 
some  mysterious  way  "He  went  out  of  the  Temj^e,  J 
going  through  the  midst  of  tliem,  and  so  passed  by." 

2nd  POINT,  The  man  bom  blind. — There  was  no 
haste  in  our  Lord's  step  as  He  went  through  the  midst 
of  His  persecutors.    Passing  out  at  the  Temple  gate, 


] 
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9  saw  a  man  which  was  blind  from  his  birth,  sitting 
ere,  and  begging.  To  be  in  want,  and  hopelessly 
ind,  could  not  ML  to  draw  forth  the  sympathies  of  the 
erciful  Saviour.  He  stopped,  regardless  of  the  fury 
the  multitude.  He  would  illumine  those  dark  eyes 
r  a  miracle,  and  thus  manifest  the  truth  of  His  words, 
[  am  the  Light  of  the  World."  He  calmly  spat  on 
6  ground,  and  made  clay,  and  anointed  the  man's 
es,  saying  to  him,  "  Go,  wash  in  the  Pool  of  Siloam," 
a  bright  pool  of  water  in  one  of  the  valleys  beyond 
)  city  walls.  The  man  obeyed,  washed  in  the  Pool, 
1  received  his  sight.  He  went  believing,  and 
umed  with  a  double  blessing :  he  had  eyes  to  behold 
}  hght  of  day — faith  to  know  that  Jesus  was  a 
}phet  sent  from  God.  No  longer  the  blind  discon- 
ate  beggar,  he  was  transported  with  joy  at  the  now 
nders  opening  to  his  view,  the  glories  of  the  Temple, 
1  the  more  glorious  sun  in  the  heavens.  Wheresoever 
tamed  his  glad  steps,  he  told  the  tale  to  his  inquiring 
ghbours.  Many  doubted  if  he  could  be  the  same 
n; — "Is  not  this  he  that  sat,  and  begged?*'  .  .  .  Some 
i,  *'  This  is  he ;"  others  said,  "  He  is  like  him."  .  .  . 
t  he  said,  "  I  am  he."  ..."  How  were  thine  eyes 
sned?"  ...  "A  man  that  is  called  Jesus  made  clay, 
I  anointed  mine  eyes,  and  said,  *  Go  to  the  Pool  of 
)am,  and  wash:'  and  I  went,  and  washed,  and  I 
mod  sight." 

]rd  POINT,  The  unbelief  of  the  Pharisees.— The 
iltitude,  hearing  how  the  blind  man  had  been  cured, 
roght  him  to  the  Pharisees.  It  was  the  sabbath 
jr;  and  this  was  sufficient,  in  their  view,  to  throw 
credit  on  the  miracle ;  "  Therefore  said  some  of  them, 
his  man  is  not  of  God,-  because  He  keepeth  not  the 
ibath  day.'  Others  said, '  How  can  a  man  that  is  a 
oer  do  such  miracles  ?  "  When  they  asked  the  man 
opinion,  "  What  sayest  thou  of  Him  ?"  there  was  no 
okless  fialtering  in  hift  reply :  with  the  enjoyment  of 
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his  new  faculties,  he  received  the  gift  of  a  hold  and    { 


noble  faith,  to  meet  their  nnbelieYing  sneers  and 
contempt :  he  answered,  "  He  is  a  Prophet.  .  .  .  Sinoe 
the  world  began  was  it  not  heard  that  any  man  opened 
the  eyes  of  one  that  was  bom  blind.  If  this  ManTren 
not  of  God,  He  conld  do  nothing."  The  Phariseei 
answered, ''  Thou  wast  altogether  bom  in  sin,  and  dost 
thou  teach  us?"  And  they  cast  him  out  Thus,  neil 
to  John  the  Baptist,  he  was  the  first  confessor  persecuted 
for  standing  to  his  belief  in  Christ,  the  Son  of  the  JAwg 
God. 

Uh  POINT.  The  Faith  of  the  blind  man.— «  Blessed 
are  ye  [said  our  Lord  in  his  Semion  on  the  Moimil 
when  men  shall  revile  you,  and  persecute  you,  and 
shall  say  all  manner  of  evil  against  you  fiEdsely  for  1^ 
sake."  And  now  in  His  Divine  condescension  hearing 
that  the  Pharisees  had  cast  out  the  man  who  had  been 
cured,  He  went  in  search  of  this  rejected  sheep  of  ffiB 
fold.  They  who  thankfully  accept  the  first  gifts  thsk 
Jesus  bestows,  shall  receive  more  abundantly.  He 
sought  the  poor  man  out,  that  He  might  crown  his 
faith  by  imparting  to  him  a  more  perfect  knowledge  of 
Himseif.  To  behold  Christ  would  be  the  greatesk 
privilege  of  sight;  spiritually  to  know  Him  as  lie. 
"Light  of  the  world,"  his  highest  joy.  Our  Loid 
having  found  him,  asked,  **  Dost  thou  believe  on  fl» 
?SoN  0?  God?  »  .  .  Who  is  He,  Lord,  that  I  mi^ 
believe  on  Him?  .  .  .  Thou  hast  both  seen  Him,  andifc 
is  He  that  talketh  with  thee,"  was  the  reply.  Heir= 
this,  0  my  soul !  thy  blessed  Saviour  declares  Himself 
to  be  the  Son  of  God.  Call  to  mind  when  thou  wert" 
blind  and  ignorant ;  how  He  graciously  sought  thee 
out  by  His  Spirit,  and  made  thee  a  child  of  lij^ 
Love,  adore,  and  glorify  Him,  as  did  the  blind  nuffl. 
He  recognized  at  once  the  gentle  accents  of  Di^inr 
compassion  which  had  said,  "  Go,  wash  in  the  Pool  of 
Siloam ;"  and  he  fell  down  at  Jesus'  feet,  exclaiimii& 
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id,  I  believe."    And  he  worshipped  Him,  thrice 
)y  in  the  possession  of  a  Savioiir  both  of  body  and 

blessed  Jesu  Christ,  Who  wast  nnrighteously  reviled 
be  midst  of  Thy  miracles  of  mercy,  shine  on  my 
1,  benighted  s6ul,  that  I  may  know  Thee  to  be  the 
;  of  this  lower  world,  and  Lord  of  the  celestial 
OS,  where  Thou  deckest  Thyself  with  light  as  with 
cmeni  0  visit  me  with  the  beams  of  Thy  Divine 
3,  that  I  may  love  Thee  for  Thyself— the  Son  of 
the  adorable  Saviour  of  sinners,  the  only  hope  of 
sternal  safety,  the  Lord  of  angels,  the  Judge  of  the 
i,  the  enthroned  King  of  Heaven,  with  the  Almighty 
er,  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  One  God  in  the  ever  Glorious 
ity.    Amen. 

>0t 


For  Thursday  of  the  First  Week  in  Lent. 


Chbist  the  Good  Shepherd. 

\  POINT.  The  Shepherd  of  many  flocks.— The 
rs  in  Jerusalem,  tmder  the  guise  of  pastors  over 
3  chosen  people,  were  fiEdse  shepherds  and  robbers 
e  flock,  as  they  are  described  especially  by  Ezekiel 
r.  1 — 10,  and  Jeremiah  xxiii.  1 — 4.  They  had 
out  from  the  Temple  the  man  bom  blind,  as  a 
eed  contagious  sheep,  to  be  separated  from  the 
of  Israel  because  he  had  confessed  Jesus  to  be  the 
ihet  of  God.  Li  contrast  with  this  cruelty,  our 
I  now  represented  the  loving  relationship  in  which 
lands  to  His  universal  flock,  under  the  Parable  of 
Gk)od  Shepherd.  He  calls  Himself  "the  Door," 
eby  all  are  admitted  into  the  fold,  to  go  in  and 
He,  the  Shepherd,  leads  them  forth  into  gcvod 

T3 
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I)astures;  He  goes  before  them^  and  they  follow  Him; 
for  they  know  His  Toice :  He  calleth  them  by  name; 
knows  them  one  by  one ;  feeds  His  flock  as  a  teDder 
Shepherd;  gathers  the  lambs  with*  His  arm,  carrieB 
them  in  His  bosom,  and  gently  leads  them  that  aie 
with  young  (Isaiah  Ix.  11).  Here  is  au  example  to 
every  true  shepherd  of  Chrisf  s  flock,  lovingly  to  call  iifi 
sheep  round  him,  to  learn  their  characters,  their  Mings, 
and  their  wants ;  to  cheer  them  with  the  glad  tidii^ 
of  the  Gosx)el,  direct,  warn,  lead,  and  cherish  them, 
going  before  them  in  the  way  of  holy  living.  Content 
plate  this  attractive  aspect  of  our  loving  Shepherd :  HIb 
knoweth  all  our  names,  whether  or  no  they  are  writtan 
in  the  Book  of  Lifa  As  the  Father  knoweth  the  Good 
Shepherd,  and  His  concern  for  the  life  of  the  she^ 
even  so  with  the  same  love  He  cares  for  all  who  abidi 
in  the  fold. 

2nd  POINT.  "The  Good  Shepherd  giveth  His  life 
for  the  sheep." — There  are  no  Parables  of  our  Lord  mow, 
beautiful  than  those  in  which  He  represents  Himself  aB 
the  loving,  t^jnder  Shepherd  of  His  flock.  The  Anointed 
of  heaven,  the  Son  of  God,  standing  by  His  own  Temple^ 
declares  Himself  to  be  the  Good  Shepherd  of  the  ChristBB 
fold.  He  is  the  "  Chief  Shepherd,  and  Bishop  of  soulfli" 
as  expressed  in  the  inspired  words  of  Scripture ;  and 
the  crowning  glory  of  His  love  is,  that  "  He  giveth  IBl 
Life  for  the  sheep :"  He  delivers  them  from  the  fmgl 
of  the  wolf,  that  great  evil  one  who  cometh  as  a  thief  ti 
steal,  and  to  kill,  and  to  destroy.  He  offers  HimBel 
also  as  a  spotless  Lamb, — a  williug  sacrifice  to  Bfc 
Heavenly  Father  on  behalf  of  His  beloved  flock.  Si 
dies  that  they  may  live ;  and  they  are  all  the  more  M 
to  Him,  as  being  purchased  at  the  precious  price  of  Bi 
own  most  Sacred  Blood.  Thus  He  is  our  great  Higl 
Priest,  and  the  Victim  of  atonement — in  every  senfli 
most  worthy  of  our  grateful  adoration.  0  that  eTerj 
soul  thus  redeemed  would  devoutly  meditate  on  tfci 
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Bgonizmg  death  of  the  "  Lamb  slain  from  the  foundation 
of  the  world;"  reconciling  God  to  man,  as  a  Father  to 
His  children.  This  is  the  groundwork  of  all  our  hopes, 
the  binding  link  between  heaven  and  earth ;  for  therein 
"we  are  sanctified  through  the  offering  of  the  Body  of 
JesoB  Christ  once  for  all"  (Heb.  x.  10). 

3frf  POINT,  "  Therefore  doth  My  Father  love  Mo."— 
four  times  in  this  discourse  our  Lord  repeats  that 
IFeat  truth,  "I  lay  down  My  Life;"  and  He  adds. 
Therefore  doth  My  Father  love  Me."  The  mutual 
lOve  of  the  Father  and  of  the  Son,  from  all  eternity 
tne  God,  was  incapable  of  change;  but  the  special 
aim  of  Jesus  Christ,  as  Man,  to  the  fulness  of  the 
ather's  love,  was  perfected  in  His  willing  Atonement 
r  the  sins  of  the  world.  Most  precious  in  the  sight 
'  God  are  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  to  its  darkest 
oners;  He  would  not  that  any  should  perish;  for 
fiir  sakes  He  sent  His  well-beloved  Son  to  suffer  death 
their  Good  Shepherd.  And,  observe,  Jesus  Himself 
blares,  "  No  man  taketh  my  life  from  Me,  but  I  lay  it 
wn  of  myself  I  have  power  to  lay  it  down,  and  I 
kve  power  to  take  it  again."  Wonderful  is  the  united 
re  of  the  Father  and  the  Son  towards  the  fallen  race 

Adam, — our  salvation  was  more  precious  than  the 
e  life  of  Christ  in  the  flesh!  This  might  seem 
sredible  to  such  creatures  as  we  are— so  selfish 
d  imloving — if  it  were  not  that  God  is  boundless  in 
;  His  attributes;  therefore  says  our  Lord,  "And 
[ier  sheep  I  have,  which  are  not  of  this  fold :  them 

0  I  must  bring,  and  they  shall  hear  My  voice :  and 
ace  shall  be  one  fold  and  one  Shepherd."    His  ever- 
tmg  arms  are  a  sure  refuge  for  the  many  flocks. 
Let,  then,  the  sheep  thus  purchased  by  the  Blood  of 

1  Grood  Shepherd  listen  to  His  voice ;  follow  whither- 
(ver  He  leadeth;  feed  on  Him  as  He  offers  Himself  to 
sn  by  a  miracle  of  love  in  the  Sacrament  of  His  own 
]y;  keep  themselves  as  lambs  undefiled;  and  love 
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all  the  sheep  of  His  flock.  This  is  the  best  retnm  ^ 
can  make  for  that  Divine  Sacrifice,  wherein  "  thron 
the  eternal  Spirit  He  offered  Himself  without  spot 
Grod,"  on  their  behalf. 

0  mercifal  Saviour,  if  I  could  love  Thee  as  I  hum' 
desire  to  do,  I  would  pour  out  all  my  heart  in  hyn 
of  thanksgiving  and  praise.  Alas !  Thou  knowest ' 
frailty,  my  imperfect  prayers,  my  cold  affections,  h 
soon  my  zeal  expires,  how  ready  I  am  to  turn  U 
after  the  vanities  of  life.  As  a  silly  sheep  choosing 
own  ways,  I  have  wandered  from  the  covert  of  1 
fold.  Do  Thou  graciously  lead  me  back  as  the  Div 
Shepherd,  for  Thy  ways  are  pleasantness,  and  1 
paths  are  peace.  0  bring  me  on  to  the  heavei 
pastures  beside  the  Eiver  of  Life,  where  the  redeen 
saints  sing  the  Song  of  the  Lamb  that  was  slain,— e\ 
of  Thyself,  0  most  gracious  and  adorable  Jesus,  i 
Lord  and  my  God.    Amen, 


For  Friday  of  the  First  Week  in  Lent, 


The  Parable  of  the  GtOOd  Samaritan. 

Ut  POINT.  "What  shall  I  do  to  inherit  etffll 
life  ?" — ^Affcer  the  Feast  of  Tabernacles  our  Divine  Lo 
went  as  usual  to  Galilee:  but  when  the  Feast 
Dedication  drew  on,  He  returned  again  to  Jerusalei 
and  on  the  way,  either  in  or  near  Jericho,  "  the  Ciiy 
Palms,"  a  certain  lawyer  stood  up,  and  tempted  ffi 
saying,  "Master,  what  shall  I  do  to  inherit  eten 
life  2"    He  might  have  had  a  sincere  desire  to  inbe 
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eQ  life ;  but  perhaps,  as  a  skilful  master  of  legal 
Bties,  he  secretly  hoped  to  entangle  this  Great 
ler  of  new  doctrines.  Jesus  asked  him,  "  What  is 
jn  in  the  law?  how  readest  thou?"  He  at  once 
d, "  Thou  shalt  worship  the  Lord  thy  God  with 
y  heart,  and  with  all  thy  soul,  and  with  all  thy 
;  and  thy  neighbour  as  thyself."  To  love  God 
our  inmost  affections,  and  worship  Him  alone, 
I  great,  and  good,  and  wise  Lord  of  the  universe, 
I  foundation  of  all  righteousness;  to  love  His 
res,  who  are  dear  to  Him,  would  seem  naturally 
low  of  course,  as  springing  from  this  love  to 
If.  Such  is  the  spirit  of  God's  moral  law  frpm 
jginning,  instituted  for  the  happiness  of  man; 
;he  law  of  the  (Jospel :  and  Christ's  words  to  the 
:  convey  tiie  promise  of  reward,  which  stands  for 
"  Thou  hast  answered  right :  this  do,  and  thou 
ive." 

POINT.  '  "Who  is  my  neigtbour?"— Of  all 

in  the  world  the  Jews  were  the  most  prejudiced 

elusive.    Their  precepts  of  charity  extended  only 

ir  own  nation:  they  looked  upon  all  others  as 

e  Gentiles,  having  no  claim  to  sympathy,  or 

ssion ;  their  very  touch  was  thought  to  be  defile- 

The  Jewish  lawyer  therefore  inquired,  "  Who 

neighbour?"    Christ  would  have  him  to  know 

Q  His  Kingdom  the  rule  of  love  is  universal, 

g  no  distinctions:  it  applies  to  good  and  evil, 

and  enemies,  as  to  friends  and  countrymen :  it  is 

dve  energy,  not  a  mere  passive  affection;   but 

I  of  answering  his  question  by  a  dogmatic  state- 

►f  this  principle.  He  gave  him  a  touching  example 

Christian  charity  in  the  well-known  Parable  of 

jrood  Samaritan  "  (Luke  x.  30—37).    "  A  certain 

^ent  down  from  Jerusalem  to  Jericho,  and  fell 

thieves,  which  stripped  liim  of  his  raiment,  and 

ed  him,  and  departed,  leaving  him  half  dead. 
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And  by  chance  there  came  down  a  certain  Pries 
way :  and  when  he  saw  him,  he  passed  by  on  the 
side.  And  hkewise  a  Leyite,  when  he  was  at  the 
came  and  looked  on  him,  and  passed  by  on  the 
side.  But  a  certain  Samaritan,  as  he  journeyed 
where  he  was :  and  when  he  saw  him,  he  had  cc 
sion  on  him,  and  went  to  him,  and  bound  up  his  w 
pouring  in  oil  and  wine,  set  him  on  his  own  hew 
brought  him  to  an  inn  and  took  care  of  him.  A 
the  morrow  when  he  departed,  he  took  out  two 
<md  gaye  them  to  the  host,  and  said  unto  him, 
3are  of  him,  and  whatsoever  thou  spendest  more^ 
I  come  again  T  will  repay  thee.* " 

Srd  POINT.  "Go,  and  do  thou  likewise.''— i 
circumstances  of  this  Parable  are  so  natural,  ai 
characters  introduced  so  appropriate  to  the  road  b( 
Jericho  and  Jerusalem  (about  eighteen  miles  ( 
form  each  other),  that  commentators  have  thougl 
be  a  true  story.  Jericho  was  at  that  time  one 
most  important  cities  of  Judsea.  In  many  parts 
road  to  Jerusalem  there  are  towering  cliffs,  dark  re 
caves,  and  narrow  defiles,  which  were  then,  as  tl: 
now,  the  hiding-places  of  robbers.  It  was  mu( 
quented  by  Priests  and  Levites  going  to  and  froii 
attendance  at  the  religious  services  in  the  Temple 
see,  therefore,  how  natural  it  was  to  represent  a 
and  Levite  journeying  on  the  road,  and  a  trs 
wounded  and  stripped  by  robbers,  lying  by  th( 
side.  The  force  of  the  Parable  struck  home 
convictions  of  the  Lawyer.  The  simple  story  set 
him  the  living  principle  of  universal  charity,  8 
trasted  with  the  hardness  of  a  selfish  nature, 
could  be  but  one  answer  to  our  Lord's  qn 
"  Which  now  of  these  three,  thinkest  thou,  was 
hour  unto  him  that  fell  among  thieves?  .  .  . 
that  showed  mercy  on  him."  And  the  lawyc 
^dismissed  with  the  command  (which  applies  to 
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0  take  the  Good  Samaritan  for  his  example, — "  Go,  and 

X)  THOU  LIKEWISE." 

Contemplate  Jesus  Christ,  as  He  is  set  forth  to  our 
new  by  the  Evangelists,  and  we  cannot  find  a  more 
ttting  title  to  express  His  Divine  character  than  the 
3oD  OF  LovB.  Christian  love  purifies  and  gladdens  all 
things,  whether  in  the  cottage  or  the  palace.  The  only 
Fonder  is  that  in  a  world  so  full  of  trouble,  where  every 
ne  must  often  stand  in  need  of  sympathy,  so  few 
bonld  take  this  law  to  themselves  as  the  go^vtoiiog 
rindple  of  their  lives.  If  all  would  do  this,  the  earth 
onld  be  a  foretaste  of  Heaven* 

0  Almighty  Father,  the  gracious  Gkni  of  love,  unto 
bee  we  humbly  offer  the  sacrifice  of  our  hearts, 
iworthy  as  we  are.  0  lead  us  by  Thy  Divine  grace 
the  path  of  chariiy,  which  our  most  blessed  Jjord  by 
eoept  and  example  taught  us  to  walk  in.  All  praise 
Thee,  "Who  out  of  Thy  abounding  mercy  to  sinners 
iat  send  Him  into  the  world  to  seek  and  to  save  those 
at  were  lost,  pointing  the  way  to  everlasting  life  in 
ly  glorious  Kingdom.  We  fidthfully  believe  in  His 
idous  promises  of  Thy  forgiveness  through  His  all- 
erailing  merits ;  and  we  beseech  Thee  grant  unto  us 
9  spirit  of  true  repentance,  a  grateful  remembrance 
His  sufferings  on  the  Cross,  and  a  tender  compassion 
all  our  fellow-creatures,  that  loving  them  for  Thy 
CB,  our  prayers  in  His  name  may  be  accepted  before 
y  Throne.    Anien. 
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For  Saturday  of  the  First  Week  in  Lent, 


Chbist  visits  Mabtha  and  Maby  at  Bethant. 

Ist  POINT.  The  house  at  Bethany.— Passing  ott 
from  Jericho  on  His  way  to  the  Feast  of  Dedication,  our 
Lord  came  to  the  little  town  of  Bethany,  within  tro 
miles  of  Jerusalem.  It  is  dear  to  our  memories  \ff 
reason  of  several  remarkable  circumstances  in  His  life; 
and  because  in  the  happy  home  of  loving  friends  Bis 
found  a  welcome  hospitality,  when  rejected  by  othea 
There  lived  two  sisters  named  Martha  and  Mary,  and 
their  brother  Lazarus.  In  them  was  literally  veiifid 
that  blessed  saying  of  the  Son  of  Man  in  the  Bookol 
Eevelation,  "  Behold,  I  stand  at  the  door,  and  knock: 
if  any  man  hear  My  voice,  and  open  the  door,  I  will 
come  in  to  him,  and  will  sup  with  him,  and  he  with 
Me  "  (Kev.  iii.  20).  He  loves  to  abide  where  all  hearh 
are  joined  in  harmony,  faith,  and  prayer.  The  house 
belonged  to  one  Simon,  who  had  been  a  leper, — ^probayy 
healed  by  Jesus,  therefore  all  the  more  devoted  to  his 
Benefactor.  Whether  he  was  the  father  of  the  &mily,(» 
the  husband  of  Martha,  is  not  known.  Here  our  Lod 
rested,  as  He  went  to  Jerusalem. 

2nd  P  01  NT,  Martha  troubled  about  many  things.— 
The  house  being  Martha's,  who  was  an  active  person 
zealous  in  fuliilling  all  her  home  duties,  she  bnsilj 
employed  herself  in  preparations  for  the  entertainmfflii 
of  their  revered  and  beloved  Guest.  This  was  hei 
proper  sphere:  but  she  was  too  intent,  over-anxioiis 
and  restless.  She  thought  it  unreasonable  that  hei 
sister  Mary  should  remain  idle ;  unconscious  of  all  tha 
was  required  to  be  done ;  sitting  at  the  feet  of  Jesus 
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ng  up  in  wonder  and  delight  as  she  listened  to  His 
is.  She  came,  therefore,  and  complained,  "Lord, 
i  Thou  not  care  that  my  sister  hath  left  me  to  serve 
le?  bid  her,  therefore,  that  she  help  me."  Over- 
jfulness,  and  judging  others  because  dififering  from 
]8lf,  and  want  of  realizing  the  eternal  life  revealing 
!f  before  her,  were  expressed  in  her  words. 

'd  POINT.  Mary  chooses  the  good  part. — Her 
jr  Mary  was  a  woman  of  different  stamp ;  fervent  in 
it,  regardless  of  the  objects  that  the  world  in  general 
aenly  pursues,  she  lived  only  for  the  Kingdom  of 
van,  which  Christ  had  shown  to  them.  He.  was 
hope,  her  joy,  her  rest:  she  beheld  in  Him  all 
tan  attractions,  all  spiritual  graces ;  her  whole  soul 
wrapped  in  admiration  of  her  Lord,  as  she  sat  at 
Ceet,  and  heard  Him  discourse.  "  If  at  that  moment 
Bernard  says]  a  prophet,  or  angel,  or  any  spirit 
come  in,  knowing  the  Majesty  that  was  seated  there, 
fc  would  have  Jbeen  his  astonishment  at  beholding 
I  intimacy  and  condescension  towards  feeble  women, 
He  were  refreshed  by  the  sight  of  purity  and  holi- 
."♦  When  Martha  complained  of  her  sister,  Jesus 
C8  a  word  of  gentle  admonition,  to  give  her  thoughts 
w  turn,  and  teach  her  to  be  more  heedful  of  His 
)el,  which  was  Mary's  delight.  He  replied,  "  Martha, 
Jm,  thou  art  careful  and  troubled  about  many 
^ :  but  one  thing  is  needful :  and  Mary  hath  chosen 
good  part,  which  shall  not  be  taken  away  from 
'  He  si)eaks  in  the  mildest  tone  of  reproof,  while 
eveals  the  higher  life  of  entire  devotion  to  Himself. 
Dtless,  Martha  saw  a  truer  way  of  serving  Him 
out  distraction,  even  in  the  midst  of  worldly  cares. 
as  the  voice,  too,  of  the  perfect  Peacemaker  most 
y  warning  the  complainer  with  the  timely  excuse 
tie  one  complained  of. 

♦  Op.  Ed.  1719,  vol.  iv.  p.  1520. 


tuiu  m.iiry  luvea  turn,  iiuuuurtju  xuiii;  uub  Lut 
of  their  devotion  were  different.  Thns  there  m 
the  midst  of  ns  different  turns  of  character,  and  i 
vocations,  each  dear  and  beautiful  in  His  £ 
flowers  in  a  garden  have  their  various  colours  i 
fumes,  all  the  more  attractive  from  their  very  < 
K  only  the  love  of  Jesus  prevails,  and  charita 
bearance  one  towards  the  other,  the  Church  m 
bine  the  spirit  both  of  Martha  and  of  Mary, 
moire  active  and  practical,  the  other  sedate  a 
templative, — both  equally  faithful  and  zealous. 

0  Lord  Jesus,  Who  wiliest  that  all  men  shon 
to  Thee  as  the  centre  of  their  affections,  give  n 
to  love  Thee  supremely,  to  seek  Thee  above  a 
joys,  to  have  my  whole  mind  intent  on  Thy  per 
May  I  thus  choose  the  good  part,  which  Thou " 
have  taken  from  me,  sit  meekly  at  Thy  feet  to  h 
words,  and  labour  diligently  in  Thy  service.  < 
us  all  perfect  in  the  knowledge  of  Thy  law, 
every  good  work.  The  sweetness  of  Thy  pre 
the  golden  chain  that  binds  Christian  hearts  i 
in  Thy  service.  Thou  art  the  only  hope  and 
tion  of  those  who  have  once  received  Thee  as 
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ifir^t  Sl^etiitatiDm 

For  Sunday  of  the  Second  Week  in  Lent, 

ChBIST  in  JsfiUBALEM. 

Irf  POINT.  The  Feast  of  Dedication.—  Few  were 
Hie  days  of  repose  permitted  to  our  most  blessed  Lord  on 
•ffth.  Incessant  in  His  labours  for  the  conversion  of 
mm,  He  left  the  peaceful  circle  of  Martha,  Mary,  and 
Xazaros^  to  -visit  again  the  wicked  city,  there  to  find 
Itttted  instead  of  love,  persecution  in  the  place  of  con- 
tting  fiuth.  He  went  thither  to  join  the  religious 
9BryiceB  of  the  yearly  Feast  of  Dedication,  appointed  to 
celebrate  the  reconsecration  of  the'  Temple  in  Jeru- 
fetiem,  after  its  defilement  by  Antiochus  the  Syrian. 

2nd  POINT.  Jesufl  reviled  and  persecuted  by  the 
Jews. — The  assembled  multitudes  found  our  Lord  walk- 
ing near  the  Temple  in  Solomon's  Porch.  They  came 
loimd  Him^  demanding  to  know  plainly  whether  He 
'weie  the  Christ,  or  not,  tiiat  they  might  doubt  no  longer. 
Be  replied,  that  He  had  told  them  already,  yet  they 
Inlieved  not :  then  He  appealed  to  His  miracles  as  a  proof 
«f  His  Divine  mission,  again  declaring,  "  Verily,  verily 
laay  unto  you.  Whosoever  beheveth  on  Me  hath  ever- 
Ittting  life ;  and  I  will  raise  him  up  at  the  last  day. 
1  AID  My  Fathbb  abb  One."  0  blessed  words  to  all 
irto  know  that  Christ  reigneth  in  the  fulness  of  the 
Godhead  as  an  all-prevailing  Saviour.  No  power  of 
life  or  death,  angel  or  principality,  not  all  the  dominions 
Bf  earth  or  hell,  can  pluck  His  elect  from  the  Re- 
deemer's hand.  To  Him,  therefore,  dedicate  thy  whole 
enstence.  If  this  be  too  great  an  offering  in  return  for 
EGs  sacrifice  on  the  Cross,  humbly  beseech  Him,  *'  Sweet 
JiesuB,  tell  me  what  Thou  requircst,  and  it  shall  be 
Hune."    He  will  reply,  "  Give  Me  thine  heart.'* 
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3reZ  POINT.    They  seek  to  kill  Him.— The  Jew 
understood  onr  Lord's  meaning^  when  He  declared, 
"  I  AND  My  Fatheb  ase  One/'  and  took  np  stones  to 
cast  at  Him.    This  was  the  punishment  ordained  hj 
the  law  of  Moses  for  the  sin  of  blasphemy.  The  offender 
being  led  out  of  the  camp^  the  witnesses  laid  their 
hands  on  his  head ;  and  he  was  stoned  to  death  I7 
the  whole  congregation  of  the    people.    But  JesiB 
stands  xmmoYed  in  the  midst  of  the  tumult ;  He  has 
no  fears  for  Himself;  He  calmly  replies  to  their  lage^ 
"  Many  good  works  I  have  shown  you  from  My  Father: 
for  which  of  these  works  do  ye  stone  Me?"    They 
answered,  "For  a  good  work  we  stone  Thee  not;  hut 
for  blasphemy ;  and  because  that  Thou  being  a  man, 
MAEE3T  Thyself  GtOD."    Assuredly  He  did :  and  their 
persecution  was  but  a  false  pretended  zeal  for  the. 
honour  of  Grod,  when  in  every  word  He  ascribed  Ihfl 
highest   glory  to  His  Father.     Again   emphatically 
He  said,  "  I  am  the  Son  of  God,"  "  The  Father  is  in  Me, 
and  I  in  Him."    This  is  the  immoveable  rock  of  o«r 
Faith :  all  the  declarations  of  Christ  are  true,  coming 
from  the  Fountain  of  Truth,  the  Word  and  the  Wisden 
of  God.    In  vain  the  Jews  sought  once  more  to  tato 
Him :  departing  in  the  same  mysterious  way  as  befofGb 
"  He  escaped  out  of  their  hands."    They  will  see  Him 
no  more  till  the  Passover,  when  the  same  fickle  crowd 
will  bring  Him  into  the  city  in  triumph,  shoutingi. 
"Hosanna  to  the  Son  of  David;  blessed  is  He  that ^ 
Cometh  in  the  name  of  the  Lord :"  and  then  barbaronalf  I 
crucify  Him ! 

Pragor. 
0  Jesus,  infim'te  in  goodness  and  power,  I  a*; 
ashamed  to  think  of  my  ingratitude  to  Thee,  my  mort 
blessed  Saviour.  Alas!  how  have  I  forgotten  thrf 
Thou  didst  lay  aside  Thy  glory  for  my  sake!  Ho» 
often  by  my  sins  have  I  denied  Thee,  and  dlshononred 
Thy  name.    HumVA^,  deeply  I  lament  this  my  Bad 


to  Meditation,  801 

■n  for  Thy  life  of  reproach  and  suffering  on  earth.. 
0  dearest  Lord,  I  fEdthfully  believe  that  Thou  art 
temal  Son  of  God,  One  with  the  Father.  Do  Thou 
me  with  Thy  grace,  that  I  may  so  love  Thee,  as 
r  again  to  wander  from  the  ways  of  peace.  Thy 
mce  in  the  soul  is  our  highest  happiness,  the  as- 
nce  of  Thy  promises  our  firmest  hope;  we  can 
«  nothing  beyond,  but  to  behold  Thy  face  in  glory. 

i. 


-•«•■ 


&ecDttli  Sl^etiitatton. 

For  Monday  of  the  Second  Week  in  Lent. 

The  Siokness  of  Lazabus. 

POINT,  Martha  and  Mary  send  to  tell  Jesus. — 
)n  away  from  Jerusalem  by  His  persecutors,  our 
went  to  Bethabara  beyond  Jordan,  where  John  the 
1st  had  baptized.    The  people  there  received  Him 

reverence,  as  He  taught  them,  and  wrought 
des.  •  But  soon  He  was  interrupted  by  a  message 

Bethany.  The  sisters  Martha  and  Mary  sent 
s^ord,  saying, "  Lord,  behold,  he  whom  Thou  lovest 
jk."    They  ventured  no  request  that  He  would 

to  them.  They  trusted  to  His  love :  He  would 
know  what  was  to  be  done.  Lazarus  sick,  the 
s  in  sorrow,  all  dear  to  Him ; — the  merciful  Phy- 
;,  the  Comforter  of  the  afflicted,  would  never 
st  them.  Li  the  presence  of  the  messenger  He 
jd,  "  This  sickness  is  not  unto  death ;  but  for  the 
of  God,  that  the  Son  of  Grod  might  be  glorified 
yy"  He  speaks  in  the  consciousness  of  power,  with 
foreknowledge.  Lazarus  should  be  raised  from 
rave  by  a  miracle.    Doubt  not.  Christian  believer, 

thou  art  sick^  that  Jesus  has  His  angel  neax  \fi 
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thee.  He  knoweth  best : — the  wise  Physician  wi 
thee  np  from  the  bed  of  languishing;  or  take  tl 
into  His  own  mansions,  there  to  sing  His  prai 
the  angels  in  heaven.    Be  still,  and  pray. 

2nd  P  01  NT.  Jesus  tarries  at  Bethany.—"  Th 
ness  is  not  unto  death,"  said  our  Lord, — ^not  the 
sjwken  of  in  the  book  of  Job,  vii.  9,  10,  from 
there  is  no  return,  but  by  a  wonderful  resurrecl 
•glorify  God  the  Father,  and  God  the  Son.  L 
indeed  was  already  dead  when  the  messenger  n 
Bethabara :  his  soul  had  fled  to  the  world  of  8 
but  should  come  back  to  the  earth  at  the  bid( 
Christ.  "  Now  Jesus  loved  Martha,  and  her  sist( 
Lazarus :"  nevertheless  He  tarried  two  days.  T( 
and  yet  postpone  the  cure!  It  might  seem  st 
but  rightly  understood,  argued  no  want  of  tends 
rest  for  his  friends.  He  had  a  higher  purpos( 
man  could  peneti*ate :  because  He  loved,  therefc 
delayed.  He  would  build  up  the  faith  of  Lazar 
his  sisters  on  a  firmer  and  deeper  foundation  tha 
sonal  affection  to  Himself  as  man.  He  would 
them,  and  all  generations,  thrice  blessed  in  the 
ledge  that  He  was  "  the  Eesurrection  and  the  Lif 

Zrd  POINT.  Leaves  Bethabara  for  Bethany. - 
two  days  our  Lord  set  out  for  Bethany.  H 
dples  were  alarmed  at  the  thought  of  His  going 
so  near  to  Jerusalem ;  "  Master  [they  said],  the  J 
late  sought  to  stone  Thee;  and  goest  Thou  i 
again  T  He  gave  them  to  understand  that  thei] 
were  vain :  He  knew  all  times  and  seasons,  n 
could  possibly  happen  to  Him  before  His  app 
hour :  until  then  not  all  the  malice  of  the  Jews,  n 
power  on  earth,  could  prevail  against  the  '. 
Anointed.  Speaking  with  Divine  assurance,  H( 
"  Our  friend  Lazarus  sleepeth ;  but  I  go  that  ! 
awake  him  out  of  sleep."  Sleep  and  death 
alike  to  Him,  the  Lord  of  Life,  Who  could  as 
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m  from  the  graye  as  from  his  bed.  Seeing  that 
iciples  thought  only  "  of  taking  rest  in  sleep," 
ilared  plainly,  ''Lazarus  is  dead.  And  I  am 
r  your  sakes  that  I  was  not  there,  to  the  intent 

believe."  Already  His  Omniscience  penetrated 
rk  chamber  of  the  grave  at  Bethany,  where 
s  already  lay ;  for  in  that  climate  the  dead  were 

at  once.  He  will  speak  the  word,  and  death 
ield  up  his  prisoner.  Knowing  that  they  were 
I;  again,  Jesus  added,  "  Nevertheless  let  us  go  to 

POINT.  Arrives  at  Bethany. —  Meanwhile 
I  and  Mary  are  disconsolate,  bewailing  their 
•  Lazarus,  taken  away  and  buried  from  their 
The  messenger  has  returned  from  Bethabara ; 
sus  comes  not !  They  thought  within  themselves, 
e  Master  been  here,  we  should  never  have  been 
xi.  Their  neighbours  gathered  round  to  comfort 
Lazarus  was  known  and  endeared  to  all  in 
y ;  and  many  friends  from  Jerusalem,  hearing  of 
vth,  came  to  Bethany  to  console  the  sisters.  On 
irth  day  our  Lord  arrived :  word  was  brought 
rtha  "that  Jesus  was  coming."  The  Master 
;!  so  long  looked  for,  but  in  vain,  and  now,  too 
Without  so  much  as  waiting  to  tell  the  news  to 
iter,  Martha  hurried  out  to  meet  Him.  Thus 
not  knowing  that  her  dear  Lord  was  come,  "  sat 
the  house"  with  the  Mends  who  strove  to  com- 
r.  How  often  may  despair  prevail,  even  when 
ig  care  is  most  abounding,  and  relief  close  at 

■mighty  God,  in  the  midst  of  life  we  are  in  death 
hast  ordained  that  all  men  must  come  to  the 
as  the  penalty  due  to  sin.  But  Thou  art  the 
wing  source  of  mercy,  and  hast  given  unto  us 
pefal  promise  of  a  blessed  hereafter  through  the 
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most  precions  merits  of  Thy  well-beloved  Son. 
that  my  Bedeemer  liveth;  I  believe  Him  U 
Besnrrection  and  the  Life;  and  that  all  who  fl 
Thy  children  by  adoption  and  grace  shall  from 
tion  rise  incorruptible.  In  a  deep  sorrowful 
my  own  tmworihiness  I  humbly  plead  His  all-p] 
Sacrifice.  For  His  sake,  for  the  sake  of  Thy 
love,  do  Thou  grant  imto  me,  and  to  all  sin: 
presence  of  Thy  Holy  Spirit,  the  Eternal  Comi 
dwell  with  us,  and  purify  our  hearts  from  « 
affections,  now  and  ever.    Amen. 


For  Tuesday  of  the  First  Week  in  Lent, 


Lazaeus  Eaised  fbom  the  Geave. 

1st  P  01  NT,  Christ  the  Eesurrection  and  th 
On  finding  her  beloved  Master  and  Lord,  Maii 
sorrowful  words  were,  "  Lord,  if  Thou  hadst  b 
my  brother  had  not  died."  Thus  in  the  tumu 
feelings  she  betrayed  the  weakness  of  her  faith ; 
been  present  He  might  have  saved  Lazarus ;  1 
away  He  could  not.  "But  [added  she]  I  ki 
even  now,  whatsoever  Thou  wilt  ask  of  God,  • 
give  it  Thee."  That  heavenly  truth, "  I  and  M 
are  One,"  was  too  high  for  her  understand! 
calmly  replied,  "Thy  brother  shall  rise  agai] 
words  fell  coldly  on  her  bereaved  heart ;  the; 
to  be  only  the  promise  of  a  distant  future; 
[^e  said]  that  he  shall  rise  again  in  the  Kesi 
at  the  last  day."  How  sublime  the  look  of  th 
God,  how  solemn  His  voice,  as  He  declared,  " 
Resurrection  and  the  Life:  he  that  believetl 
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tlxHigh  he  were  dead,  yet  shall  he  liye !  And  whoso- 
ever liveth,  and  believetii  in  Me,  shall  never  die !"  O 
9>Iden,  imperishable  words !  onr  sure  and  certain  pledge 
(which  none  bnt  God  cotdd  prestune  to  utter)  that 
fiuthfdl  believers,  after  their  pilgrimage  on  earth,  have 
etenal  life,  and  a  blissful  home,  prepared  for  them  in 
Heaien!  Faith  in  Christ's  promisee  shall  carry  the  im- 
mortal soul  through  the  dark  valley  of  the  shadow  of 
^th  to  the  glorious  presence  of  the  Living  God. 
"Believest  thou  this  ?"  said  our  Lord  to  Martha.  "  Yea, 
Lord,  I  believe  that  Thou  art  Christ,  the  Son  of  God, 
which  should  come  into  the  world."  With  her  whole 
heart  and  reason  she  acquiesced  in  His  wisdom,  power. 
Mid  truth :  whatsoever  He  required  her  to  believe,  she 
belieyed.  She  believed  because  she  loved.  *  0  my  soul, 
bow  thyself  before  Christ  Jesus  in  love ;  and  He  will 
lireathe  into  thee  a  living  faith :  the  "  celestial  fire  "  of 
file  Holy  Ghost  shall  kindle  within  thee  a  never-dying 
^6  of  adoration  and  praise. 

2nd  POINT.    Mary  weeping. — Mary  was  still  in  the 

hoBB  with  her  friends,  lamenting  the  death  of  Lazarus ; 

ht  Jesus  bade  Martha  go  and  call  her.    This  she  did 

■ecretiy, — "  The  Master  is  come,  and  calleth  for  thee." 

Though  spoken  .in  a  whisper,  the  words  thrilled  to 

Italy's  heart    "She  arose  quickly;"  left  her  friends, 

vent  immediately  out ;  and,  beholding  Jesus,  fell  down 

ttHis  feet,  and  exclaimed, "  Lord,  if  Thou  hadst  been 

kro,  my  brother  had  not  died."    His  absence  was  the 

hsmt  of  both  sisters,  the  burthen  of  all  their  thoughts ; 

-10  lately  among  them  all,  so  loving  and  beloved,  yet 

k  the  hour  of  need  far  away !     Mary  could  say  no 

ttoie;  she  offered  no  prayer  for  the  restoration  of 

UsEaros ;  she  cast  all  her  sorrows  at  the  feet  of  Jesus. 

8o  do  thou,  0  my  soul;  tell  Him  all  thy  secrets;  He 

bows  them  long  before, — thy  hopes,  thy  fears,  all  thy 

ieuies ;  and  if  He  doth  not  grant  thy  prayer.  He  will 

i)  fur  better  for  thee  according  to  His  wisdom.    Bring 
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to  Him  confession  of  thy  sins,  tears  of  hearty  penitence, 
good  resolutions,  humble  vows,  and  unceasing  prayeis 
for  pardon  to  thyself  and  others,  of  all  that  is  past,  and 
the  precious  gift  of  His  Holy  Spirit  for  the  future. 

Srd  POINT,  Jesus  wept.— Mary's  friends  had  fol- 
lowed her  from  the  house,  thinlring  that  she  was  gone 
to  the  grave  to  weep :  seeing  Jesus,  they  joined  their 
tears  to  hers.  "  When  Jesus  therefore  saw  her  weep- 
ing, and  the  Jews  also  weeping  which  came  with  her, 
He  groaned  in  the  spirit,  and  was  troubled :"  His  heart 
melted  at  the  sufferings  of  man's  feJlen  nature,  sicknefis, 
death,  separation  of  friends,  mourning,  and  woe,— the 
just  punishment  of  sin  in  its  thousand  hateful  fonos. 
0  that  men  would  love  righteousness !  then  all  would 
be  peace,  as  God  graciously  designed  from  the  leffOr 
ning.  The  sorrowful  sighing  of  the  world  Jesus  loved 
so  well  caused  Him  to  groan  inwardly.  His  htunan 
sympathies  were  moved  by  the  surrounding  grief;  and 
He  said,  *'  Where  have  ye  laid  him?"  "  Come  and  see," 
was  the  eager  reply ;  and  as  they  were  leading  Him  to 
the  grave  "  Jesus  wept."  The  "  Man  of  Sorrows  *  shed 
tears  of  love  and  pity.  Precious  drops  1  treasured  up 
in  our  memories  till  time  shall  be  no  more.  The  tender- 
ness of  Christ's  human  nature,  and  the  majesty  of  His 
Divine  power,  shone  forth  beside  the  grave  of  Lazarus. 

4:th  POINT,  Lazarus  restored  to  life. — Jesus  "again 
groaning  in  Himself  came  to  the  grave.  It  was  a  cave, 
and  a  stone  lay  upon  it."  He  commanded,  "Takeyfl 
away  the  stone."  Martha  said,  "  Lord,  by  this  time  he 
stinketh:  for  he  hath  been  dead  four  days."  But  He 
answered,  "  Said  I  not  unto  thee,  that  if  thou  woulderf 
believe  thou  €houldest  see  the  glory  of  God  ?"  Then 
they  took  away  the  stone,  and  Jesus  lifting  up  His  ^tf 
to  Heaven  gave  thanks  to  His  heavenly  Father;-^ 
might  all  believe  that  God  had  sent  Him. 

Meditate  on  this  scene  by  the  side  of  the  open  grave; 
— Our  Lord  raising  His  eyes  to  Heaven,  the  ^wful  pBii^* 
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crowd,  the  weeping  sisters,  all  in  mute  sns- 

»nder^  and  doubt.    With  a  loud  voice  He 

azarus,  come  forth."    The  words  resounded 

mmeasurable  space  to  ihe  recesses  of  the  un- 

i  with  a  warrant  for  the  delivery  of  the  soul 

a ;  and  on  the  instant  were  obeyed.    It  was 

Voice  of  the  Son  of  God,  which  at  the  last 

that  are  in  the  graves  shall  hear,  and  shall 

h"    The  breath  of  life  was  breathed  into  the 

ig  body  in  the  cave,  cleansed  it  from  all  im- 

stored  its  vital  powers,  and,  wonderful  sight ! 

was  dead  came  forth  bound  hand  and  foot 

e  clothes ;  and  his  face  was  bound  about  with 

Jesus  saith  xmto  them, '  Loose  him,  and  let 

Beyond  this  the  sacred  narrative  is  silent : 

uninspired  words  could  describe  the  ecstatic 

e  sisters,  the  breathless  awe,  the  confused 

of  Lazarus  waking  up  in  their  embrace,  the 

of  the  busy  crowd  grouping  round  to  loosen 

)  clothes,  and  welcome  with  amazement  the 

n  of  their  friend— above  all,  the  majesty  of 

,  and  His  benign  countenance  as  He  witnessed 

those  whom  He  loved ! 

ity  Jesus,  Who  art  the  Besurrection  and  the 

0  Thee  be  glory  and  thanksgiving.  Most 
are  Thy  words,  that  Whosoever  believeth  in 

1  never  die  the  eternal  death.  Lord,  I  believe ; 
my  fiuth.  As  Thou  didst  call  Lazarus  from 
I,  so  by  the  voice  of  the  Holy  Spirit  raise  all 
from  the  death  of  sin  to  the  life  of  righteous- 
we  may  present  our  bodies,  holy  and  accept- 

►  Thee.  Mercifully  deliver  us  from  the  bondage 
tion  into  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  children  of 
e  desire  no  more  to  be  servants  of  sin,  but  to 
y  joyful  household,  0  most  loving  Master  and 
',  .  Amen, 
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For  Wednesday  qf  the  Second  Week  in  Len^, 

Christ  teaches  in  Galilee  fob  the  last  tdo. 

Ist  POINT.  The  Jewish  Eulers  resolve  on  iiie 
death  of  Jesus.— The  news  of  the  death  of  Lazarus  had 
been  quickly  carried  to  His  friends  in  Jerusalem,  and 
many  had  gone  to  Bethany  to  comfort  the  sisters ;  much 
more  now  the  miracle  of  raising  him  from  the  grave 
was  spread  through  all  the  city.  It  wrought  conTictkm 
on  many  of  the  eye-witnesses  that  Jesus  wa£  the  Christ: 
but  others,  still  hard  of  heart,  **went  their  way  to 
the  Pharisees,  and  told  them  what  things  He  had  dose." 
The  High  Priest,  that  reckless  i)ersecutor,  Caiaphas, 
who  had  the  principal  hand  in  putting  to  death  the 
Son  of  the  Most  High,  gathered  the  Jewish  council  to- 
gether. They  thought  that  their  own  safety  called  fin 
decisive  measures  against  Him,  or  the  multitude,  in 
their  admiration  of  His  miracles,  would  try  to  mate 
Him  King.  "  "What  do  we  [they  said]  ?  for  this  Man 
doeth  many  miracles.  If  we  leave  Him  thus  alone, 
all  men  will  believe  on  Him ;  and  the  Eomans  shall 
come,  and  take  away  our  place  and  nation."  Thffl 
from  that  day  forward  they  resolved  that  He  should 
die. 

2nd  POINT,  He  retires  into  Galilee.— The  designs 
of  the  Eulers  in  Jerusalem  were  perfectly  known  to 
Jesus  our  Lord,  "  therefore  He  walked  no  more  openly 
among  the  Jews."  He  vnthdrew  at  once  beyond  their 
power,  that  they  might  attempt  no  further  violence 
against  Him,  until  He  was  prepared  to  offer  Himaelf 
as  a  Sacrifice  for  the  sins  of  the  world,  the  appointed 
Paschal  Lamb.    He  retired  into  "  a  country  near  to 
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jrness,  into  a  city  called  Ephraiin  ;**  and  from 
•  (Jalilee.  He  went  for  the  last  time  throngh 
I  and  villages.  Everywhere  He  is  presented 
ew  as  the  Divine  example  of  all  wisdom  and 
,  Sometimes  He  appears  in  a  synagogue;  at 
68  He  condescends  to  sit  at  meat  with  Pharisees 
jans ;  or,  again,  at  others  he  preaches  by  the 
always  enforcing  the  benign  principles  of  His 
)ve  and  charity,  meekness  and  humility. 

OINT,  His  sublime  teaching. — ^All  the  Dis- 
f  Jesus  are  Divine  messages  from  Heaven  to 
^  He  declared  to  Nicodemus,  He  spake  that 
3  knew,  and  had  seen ;  and  none  had  come 
n  Heaven,  "  but  the  Son  of  Man  Which  is  in 
(John  iii.  11-13).    His  Sermons  express  the 

thoughts  in  beautiful  and  varied  imagery; 
3  eloquence,  mingling  gentle  persuasions  with 
earnings.    They  require  the  closest  study  and 

or  we  surely  lose  the  blessing  given  to  us  in 
5  His  words :  for  they  are  full  of  deep  spiritual 
;  and  what  power  in  every  word  I  How  do 
e  the  depths  of  human  feeling!  How  do  they 
mmortal  souls  to  the  love  of  Grod,  and  turn 

heart  to  repentance !  How  do  they  enliven 
>ic  with  consummate  skill  and  Divine  force, 
in  vivid  colours  the  laws  of  the  Kingdom  of 
y  Parables  drawn  from  common  life !  Every- 
these  lessons  He  Who  gave  utterance  to  the 
vords  that  ever  fell  on  human  ear. 

jar  and  gracious  Saviour,  when  I  think  of  all 
ne  perfections,  Thy  love  and  wisdom.  Thy 
ad  power,  I  grieve  that  Thou  shouldst  have 
secuted  and  oppressed  in  a  wicked  world, 
rd  of  the  angels  in  Heaven,  Thou  didst  subject 


310  The  Devout  Christianas  Eelp 

Thyself  to  the  will  of  cruel  man  on  earth.  And  all  for 
me,  for  me,  miserable  that  I  am,  who  hHye  imwittiiigly 
joined  with  all  sinners  in  the  neglect  of  Thy  lighteoos 
laws.  I  beseech  Thee,  pardon  my  ingratitude :  melt, 
0  melt  my  hard,  insensible  heart.  By  the  remembrance 
of  all  Thy  gentle  persuasions,  by  the  sweetness  of  Thy 
grace,  turn  all  my  nature  into  love,  that  I  may  love 
Thee  supremely,  love  holiness  for  Thy  sake,  and  love 
all  mankind,  who  are  so  dear  to  Thee,  that  Thou  didst 
die  the  death  of  the  Cross  for  them.    Amen, 


Fm^  Thursday  of  the  Second  Week  in  Lent, 


Parable  op  the  Eicjh  Glutton,  ob  CJovbtous  Mak. 

\st  POINT,  The  Vice  of  Selfishness.— Everywhere 
as  He  journeyed,  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  declared  tiw 
sublime  mysteries  of  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven,  the  love 
of  the  Father,  the  future  coming  of  the  Son  of  God 
with  His  holy  angels  to  judgment,  the  future  joys  of 
the  blessed  mansions,  as  the  reward  of  obedience,  and 
the  terrors  of  hell  for  sinners.  The  Great  Teacher  of 
benevolence  between  man  and  man  painted  in  glowing 
colours  the  attractions  of  holiness,  and  the  hatefulnesB 
of  sin  before  God.  The  selfishness  of  our  nature  in  its 
various  aspects  was  the  special  object  of  His  solemn 
warnings.  This  is  the  vice  that  shuts  up  the  heart 
within  its  own  cold  narrow  prison.  The  love  of  Sffl-F 
lies  at  the  root  of  all  our  evil  passions:  lust  hankers 
after  its  own  indulgence,  at  the  cost  of  the  precions 
soul  of  another ;  covetousness,  and  the  greed  of  &^ 
sap  the  noble  principles  of  generosity,  truth,  candour, 
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sty;  pride  is  a  swollen,  self-adiniring,  pie- 
reatare,  that  despises  all  who  are  beneath  its 
ling,  takes  foncifiil  offence  where  none  was 
has  no  regard  for  the  wounds  it  inflicts  by 
as  treatment  of  others.  And  thus  hateful 
iiole  catalc^ue  of  the  yices  of  mankind,  so 
nimed  np  in  the  remarkable  verses,  1^,  20, 21, 
:h  chapter  of  St.  Paul's  Epistle  to  the  Gala- 

OINT.  The  Parable  of  the  Eich  Glutton.— 
3d  fsaid  our  Lord],  and  beware  of  covetousness ; 
's  life  consisteth  not  in  the  abundance  of  the 
lich  he  possesseth."  And  He  spake  a  Parable 
1,  saying,  "  The  ground  of  a  certain  rich  man 
orth  plentifully :  and  he  thought  within  him- 
g, '  What  shall  I  do,  because  I  have  no  room 
bestow  my  fruits?  This  wiU  I  do :  I  will  pull 
bams,  and  build  greater,  and  there  will  I 
1  my  fruits,  and  my  goods.  And  I  will  say 
soul.  Soul,  thou  hast  much  goods  laid  up  for 
rs ;  take  thine  ease,  eat,  drink,  and  be  merry !' 
said  unto  him, '  Thou  fool,  this  night  thy  soul 
equired  of  thee ;  then  whose  shall  those  things 
thou  hast  provided  f  " 

9INT,    The  application  to  ourselves. — This 

bous  man  in  the  midst  of  his  luxury  was  im- 

that  his  wealth  was  a  trust  committed  to  him 

lappiness  of  others.    Forgetful  of  God,  the 

3  was  hardened  to  every  generous  feeling; 

'.  dispensing  his  abundant  fruits  to  his  fellow- 

,  he  would  stow  them  away  against  the  uncer- 

re.    His  pleasures,  too,  were  aU  sensual ;  the 

i  scheme  of  happiness  was  the  indulgence  of  his 

It  may  be  doubted  which  is  the  more  con- 

his  hard  nature,  or  his  abject  tastes, — his  pre- 

,  or  his  folly :  all  are  expressed  in  the  few  words 

:uble, ''  Soul,  thou  hast  much  goods  laid  up  for 
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many  years;  take  thine  ease^  eat,  drink^  and  be  i 
It  is  a  remarkable  case,  with  no  one  redeeming  oi 
light  to  relieye  the  dark  picture ;  yet  it  comes  h 
one  or  other  of  its  aspects  to  a  nmneroos  ( 
worldlings.  If  we  weigh  the  beneyolence  of  1 
against  the  sufferings  of  the  many,  or  the  spies 
the  rich  against  the  miseries  of  the  poor,  the  '. 
has  a  wide  application  in  this  age  of  luxnry. 
points  the  moral  lesson  to  all,  when  He  adds, 
he  that  layeth  up  treasure  for  himself,  and  is  i 
towards  God." 

0  Almighty  God,  Who  hast  created  us  out  of  i 
and  art  the  bountiful  source  of  all  our  blessing 
me  to  obey  Thy  law  of  loTe,  that  my  highest  \ 
may  be  to  make  others  happy,  who  are  the  ob 
Thy  fatherly  love.  Help  me  by  Thy  grace  to  ] 
all  selfishness  from  my  heart,  to  be  chaste  in  t 
pure  in  my  life,  bountiful  to  Thy  poor,  genero 
humble-minded,  courteous,  and  meek  towai 
Grant  this  for  Jesus  Christ's  sake.    Amen, 


^\xt)i  a^editation. 

For  Friday  of  the  Second  Week  in  Lent, 

ChBIST'S  PBBACHINa. 

\st  POINT,  Lay  up  treasure  in  Heaven. — ^A 
Parable  of  the  rich  covetous  man,  our  Lord  coi 
to  instruct  the  people  in  one  of  those  most  f 
Sermons  that  sparkle  with  beautiful  images,  like  i 
from  a  charmed  fountain,  gliding  into  every  oo 
the  human  heart.  He  constantiy  represents  Eis 
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owr  Fbfher  as  a  loving  Parent.  We  have  no  need 
to  be  over-anxious  about  the  fature.  If  He  feeds  the 
ravens,  who  have  no  storehouse  nor  bam,  and  clothes 
the  lilies  that  toil  not,  nor  spin,  shall  He  not  much 
laore  care  for  His  adopted  children  ?  "  Fear  not,  little 
flock  [He  says] ;  for  it  is  your  Father's  good  pleasure 
to  give  you  the  Kingdom:"  "Lay  not  up  treasures 
on  the  earth ;"  bat  "  sell  that  ye  have,  and  give  alms. 
Pioyide  yourselves  bags  which  wax  not  old,  a  treasure 
in  the  heavens  that  faileth  not."  This  treasure  is  the 
sum  of  all  the  promises, — the  bright  presence  and  ap- 
proTing  love  of  God.  0  my  soul,  what  canst  thou 
tiesire  beyond  this?  Then  lay  up  thy  store  in  Heaven 
through  deeds  of  charity  to  His  poorer  children ;  and 
thou  shalt  find  it,  with  a  hundredfold  accimiulation, 
laid  up  in  the  treasure-house  of  the  golden  city,  where 
ttie  saints  behold  the  glory  of  God,  "  and  the  Lamb  is 
Bie  light  thereof." 

2nd  POINT.  Christians  bound  to  watch.— Various 
ie  the  figures  under  which  our  Lord  enforces  perse- 
'erance  in  a  holy  frame  of  mind,  and  a  Ufe  of  obedience, 
^e  are  to  press  forward,  like  St.  Paul,  towards  the  prize 
f  our  high  calling  in  Christ  Jesus.  We  must  watch  for 
Bs  coming  as  the  Bridegroom :  He  says,  "  Let  your  loins 
6  girded  about,  and  your  Ughts  burning ;  and  ye  your- 
3lves  like  unto  men  that  wait  for  their  Lord,  when  He 
HI  return  from  the  wedding :  that  when  He  cometh 
ad  knocketh  they  may  open  unto  Him  immediately." 
8  ye  therefore  rejEidy  also :  for  the  Son  of  Man  cometh 
i  an  hour  that  ye  think  not  If  He  shall  come  "  in  th6 
Kxmd  watch,  or  come  in  the  third  watch,"  and  find 
I  ready,  "  blessed  are  those  servants."  To  the  rich 
»T6tous  man  in  the  Parable  the  day  of  his  death  was 
8  day  of  punishment;  his  soul  was  required  of  him. 
)  f t  in  the  second  watch,  or  be  it  in  the  third  watch, 
e  day  of  each  man's  death  is  the  coming  of  the  Son  of 
m :  then  our  doom  is  fixed.    In  the  grave  there  is  no 
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turning  to  God.  It  is  an  awfol  thought  to  eyery  one  d 
ns  thai  death  is  the  beginning  of  eternal  joy  or  woe  to 
the  departed  spirit. 

^rd  POINT.  Priests  are  the  stewards  of  ChrisfB 
household. — The  discourse  of  our  Lord,  so  full  of  Team- 
ing to  the  careless,  so  fall  of  hope  to  the  truly  ws^t 
drew  from  Peter  the  inquiry,  "Lord,  speakest  Thou 
this  Parable  to  us  [the  Twelve  Apostles],  or  even  to 
all  T  Jesus  then  by  another  Parable  enforced  on  the 
stewards'  of  His  Church  the  same  duty  of  watchfalnesfl 
and  fidelity.  He  represents  His  Priests  under  the  figure 
of  a  faithful  and  wise  steward,  who  during  his  Master's 
absence  stands  in  His  place  of  authority,  and  goTerns 
the  household  according  to  His  well-known  conunanda. 
By  those  who  are  thus  called  is  Christ  more  especially 
to  be  set  forth  as  the  pattern  of  holiness,— too  sublime, 
doubtless,  to  be  fully  copied  in  its  heavenly  perfec- 
tion, yet  framed  to  exalt  them  to  the  highest  capacity  of 
our  nature.  In  studying  the  Divine  Original,  as  He  is 
described  by  the  Evangelists  as  their  own  Exemplar, 
the  spotless  Eepresentative  of  all  human  virtues,  tbey 
are  to  urge  all  others  to  strive  with  them  to  be  like 
Him.  They  are  the  depositaries,  too,  of  His  treasuiefi, 
and  dispense  the  means  of  His  grace.  His  representatiTeB 
and  ambassadors,  ever  seeking  to  reconcile  all  to  God 
in  Him  their  Lord  and  Master. 

Eraser. 

0  God,  Who  by  Thy  blessed  Son  hast  declared  thai 
Thou  art  a  merciful  Father,  vouchsafe  to  receive  our 
praise  and  thanksgiving.  I  believe  that  Thou  art  vitt* 
ing  to  provide  for  Thy  children  whatsoever  they  need, 
if  they  will  trust  Thy  love  and  believe  His  words.  Bui 
all  good  thoughts,  all  faith,  all  hope  and  love,  are  the 
rich  gifts  of  Thy  grace.  We  cannot  come  unto  Thee 
except  Thou  lead  us  on  by  Thy  Holy  Spirit.  0  teach 
us  to  lay  up  our  treasures  with  Thee,  by  dispensing 
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theoij  as  faithful  stewards,  in  ch&nt^  to  the  poor,  in 
sympathy  with  the  suffering,  whom  Thou  hast  placed 
loond  about  us  as  a  trial  of  our  faith:  so  may  we 
be  found  amongst  those  who  haye  watched  for  the 
Heavenly  Bridegroom.  Grant  this.  Almighty  Lord,  ibr 
His  sake.  Who  reigneth  with  Thee  and  the  Holy  Ghost 
m  glory  everlasting.    Amen, 


-*^^ 


For  Saturday  of  the  Second  Week  in  Lent, 

Paeable  op  the  Unfeuitpul  Fia  Tbbh. 

IM  POINT.  A  warning  to  the  disobedient  Jews. — 
Wherever  our  Lord  journeyed  He  never  ceased  His 
^deavours  to  rouse  the  unbelieving  Jews  to  a  sense  of 
their  national  danger.  Knowing  the  purpose  of  the 
Rulers  against  Him,  He  offered  to  their  choice  the 
tooeptance  of  His  Gospel,  or  the  overthrow  of  Jerusalem. 
few  was  their  day  of  grace ;  but  clouds  were  gathering 
»ver:  if  they  remained  hardened  it  would  set  in  blood. 
fot  all  Crod's  mercies  and  long-suffering,  nor  His  many 
Ddgments  upon  them,  from  the  time  of  their  deHver- 
Hce  out  of  Egypt,  not  all  the  invitations  or  warnings  of 
he  prophets  cquld  turn  them  to  obedience.  And  now, 
8  a  consummation  of  their  wickedness,  they  had  fully 
dsolyed  to  put  their  Messiah, "  the  Son  of  the  Blessed," 
>  an  ignominious  death.  What,  then,  must  they  ex- 
ecfc?  The  Parable  of  the  Unfruitful  Fig  Tree  gives 
^  answer.  **  A  certain  man  had  a  Fig  Tree  planted 
I  Ms  vineyard :  and  he  came  and  sought  fruit  thereon, 
tid  finmd  none.  Then  said  he  to  the  dresser  of  his 
iueyard,  'Behold  these  three  years  I  come  seeking 
tiit  on  this  Fig  Tree,  and  find  none:  cut  it  down; 
iij  cnmbereth  it  the  ground?'    And  he  answering 


s 


316  The  Devout  Chrigtian's  Hdp 

said  unto  him, '  Lord,  let  it  alone  this  year  also,  till  I 
shall  dig  about  it,  and  dung  it;  and  if  it  bear  fruit, 
well;  and  if  not,  then  after  that  thou  shalt  cut  it 
down.* " 

2nd  POINT,  The  Vine-dresser  a  type  of  Jesus  the 
Intercessor. — The  Barren  Fig  Tree,  carefully  nurtured  • 
and  tended  in  a  fertile  soil,  yet  repeatedly  disappointing 
the  just  expectations  of  the  Lord  of  the  Vineyard,  was  a 
true  type  of  the  Jewish  people.  Nor  can  we  be  at  any 
loss  to  understand  Who  is  meant  by  the  patient  Vine- 
dresser. Of  all  the  Tarious  images,  under  which  Chiist 
is  portrayed  to  us  in  the  Parables,  there  is  none  thit 
comes  more  closely  home  to  us  than  this,  representing 
Him  in  His  character  of  Intercessor.  And  it  appliei 
with  peculiar  force  if  we  suppose  the  three  years  in  tiie 
Parable  to  mean  the  three  years  of  His  mission  on  eiriii, 
which  were  now  already  gone  by.  For  three  yean 
He  had  laboured  to  persuade  these  Jews  to  heUeTeia 
Him  as  their  Messiah ;  but  was  constantly  disappointei 
He  had  preached  to  them  repentance,  that  they  mi^ 
bring  forth  fruits  of  hohness ;  but  in  vain.  They  »• 
jected  and  reviled  Him.  Yet,  like  the  Dresser  of  ito 
Vineyard,  He  has  interceded  for  another  respite;  and 
now,  in  this  His  fourth  year,  if  by  Hjs  affectionate  pe^ 
suasions,  His  Divine  teaching.  His  prophetic  warnings 
and  His  miracles,  they  can  be  moved  to  repentance  and 
faith,— well :  if  not,  "  then  after  that "  Divine  puniah' 
ment  must  fall  upon  them. 

Srd  P  01  NT.  The  application  of  the  Parable  to  otff- 
selves. — The  instruction  to  be  drawn  from  this  truthfti 
picture  of  Grod's  judgment  upon  the  wicked  applied  nfl* 
only  to  the  Jews,  but  is  a  solemn  warning  to  every  oW 
of  us.  We  are  all  as  trees  i)lanted  in  the  Lord's  Tine- 
yard.  God  might  justly  cast  us  off  as  unfruitful,  and 
cumbering  the  groimd ;  we  could  have  no  hope  of  being 
spared  but  for  the  love  of  our  compassionateRedeemer. 
We  are  still  on  trial :  the  day  of  grace  is  not  yet  pest 


to  Medkation.  317 

EWen  now  He  appeals  to  the  heart  of  each  sinner.  B7 
the  word  of  His  Gospel ;  by  the  ministrations  of  His 
Church;  by  feeding  us  with  His  own  most  precious 
Body  and  Blood,  and  by  the  constant  pleadings  of  His 
Spirit  within  our  hearts, — He  would  make  us  fruitful 
trees  in  the  Lord's  vineyturd.  If  we  refuse,  even  the 
lore  of  Christ  can  do  no  more ;  for  He  Himself  pro- 
Qoonces  the  sentence,  "  Thou  ^halt  cut  it  down." 

0  Jesus,  0  patient  merciful  Saviour,  Thou  art  the 
Q]y  Mediator  between  Gk)d  and  man.  In  this  Parable, 
I  in  aU  Thy  lessons  of  wisdom,  I  hear  Thy  voice  of 
ne  calling  me  to  repentance.  Have  comx)assion  upon 
m;  0  pardon  all  the  past.  Make  me  as  a  fruitful  tree 
i  Thy  vineyard,  pure  of  heart,  more  constant  in  prayer, 
loro  given  to  good  works  of  charity,  and  more  earnest 
1  obedience.  Hast  Thou  so  cared  for  me,  so  trained 
le  by  Thy  word,  so  nurtured  me  with  Thy  grace  ?  and 
lall  J  remain  barren,  and  unprofitable  ?  0  never  let 
be :  draw  me;  compel  me  by  the  power  of  Thy  Holy 
pirit  to  make  a  grateful  return.  And  as  Thou,  en- 
soned  in  glory,  dost  still  present  Thyself  before  the 
itiier'B  throne  with  all  the  merits  of  Thy  Death  as  a 
6tj  (Sacrifice  on  my  behalf,  so  permit  me  to  make 
fteroession  for  others,  which  is  Thy  command.  Bless 
I  who  are  near  and  dear  to  me ;  all  enemies,  or  unkind 
mdereis;  aU  who  have  wronged  me  in  thought,  word, 

deed;  all  whom  I  have  offended;  all  who  desire  or 
led  my  prayers.  Unite  xis  together  in  the  bonds  of 
TBy  that  with  one  heart  and  one  voice  wo  may  glorify 
}asj  Name.    Jmen. 
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For  Sunday  of  the  Third  Week  in  Lent, 

Lessoks  of  Humiutt  and  Ghabitt. 

\st  POINT,  Choose  the  lowest  seat —Even  a; 
the  rich  proud  Pharisees  were  several  so  moved  I 
miracles  and  wisdom  of  our  Lord,  that  they  8e< 
believed  Him  to  be  Messias.  Some  such  a  one 
certain  ^wn  of  Galilee,  invited  Him  to  dine  o 
sabbath  day,  as  the  custom  was  among  the 
Behold  a  great  feast,  a  crowded  house,  a  mixed 
pany  of  guests,  all  anxious  to  secure  the  highest  ] 
of  distinction  for  themselves.  Jesus  ''marked 
those  who  were  bidden  chose  out  the  chief  re 
But  all  His  true  disciples  must  learn  to  take  the  1 
place.  The  himible  yoke  of  CHirist  galls  the  p 
only  when  the  loffcy  will  is  tempered  by  His  spj 
ineekness,  is  it  light  and  easy.  Hear  His  \ 
"  When  thou  art  bidden  of  any  one  to  a  wedding 
go  and  sit  down  in  the  lowest  room."  Hard  lesdo 
to  learn  and  practice  I  We  all  desire  to  stand  hi 
the  opinion  of  the  world.  We  can  humble  oui 
before  God  in  our  chamber ;  but  no  sooner  do  w 
in  the  circles  of  our  fellow  men  than  pride  and  k 
self  assert  their  claims.  Jesus  only  is  the  patt( 
meekness  and  loving  courtesy.  "Learn  of  M( 
says],  for  I  am  meek  and  lowly  of  heart."  In 
each  grace,  each  moral  excellency,  shone  round  < 
— from  His  youth  at  Nazareth  to  His  death  on  Ca 
Consider  how  all  thoughts  of  human  pride  were 
absorbed  in  love ;  think  how,  being  equal  with 
He  humbled  Himself  as  Man  to  the  lowest  cond 
sion ; — then  study  to  be  like  Him. 

%id  POINT,    Feed  the  Poor.— The  banquet 
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wealthy  Pharisee  was  furnished  with  abundance;  the 
nests  were  rich  and  noble :  but  where  were  the  pcx)r 
nd  hungry,  so  dear  to  the  merciful  Saviour  ?  No 
>lace  for  tiiem;  and  to  them  His  mind  turned.  He 
fould  fain  haye  had  them  by  His  side.  In  memorable 
^ords  He  pleads  their  cause ;  "  When  thou  makest  a 
east,  call  the  poor;  the  maimed,  the  lame,  the  blind: 
nd  thou  shalt  be  blessed ;  for  they  cannot  recoippense 
iee :  for  thou  shalt  be  recompensed  at  the  Eesurreo- 
on  of  the  just."  Had  men  the  heart  to  act  on  this 
Men  law,  what  a  good  and  joyful  thing  it  would  be 
)  rich  and  poor !  a  sweet  sense  of  satisfaction  on  the 
!16  side,  gratitude  and  contentment  on  the  other, 
hen  all  would  be  united  in  the  bonds  of  mutual  con- 
lenoe.  A  double  blessing  ever  waits  on  charity ;  it 
akes  the  benefactor  beloved,  and  his  own  heart  more 
?ing.  The  poor  and  helpless  were  peculiarly  the 
ifects  of  Christ's  regard  whilst  He  was  on  earth :  and 
m  on  His  throne  He  beholds,  aind  will  repay,  every 
k  of  kindness  done  to  them.  The  offerings  of  the 
aritable  may  be  forgotten  here ;  but  they  are  regis- 
:ed  in  Heaven :  Jesus  counts  them  as  bestowed  on 
mself.  He  declares  for  each  such  service  He  will 
ike  ample  return, "  Thou  shalt  be  recompensed  at 
9  BeBurrection  of  the  just." 

Brd  POINT,  Feed  the  spiritually  destitute.— The 
yine  command  to  call  the  poor  when  we  make  a  feast 
plies  forcibly  to  a  higher  duty.  Pity  the  thousands 
tpirituaUy  **  poor,"  those  "  maimed  "  in  their  conflict 
tik  the  temptations  of  the  world ;  the  "  lame "  and 
teing  in  the  paths  of  sin ;  all  who  are  "  blind  "  to 
ft  light  of  the  Gospel.  Call  these  to  the  feast  of 
ftyeidy  food,  the  knowledge  and  love  of  God's  word. 
I  would  have  churches  built  for  them,  that  they  may 
ffship  Hinn ;  and  schools,  to  train  His  little  children 
their  earliest  years  for  Heaven,  that  they  may 
as   "lively   stones   built  up  a  spiritual  house" 
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(1  Pet.  ii.  5).    This  He  demands  of  all  who  hope  to  be 
"recompensed," — each  in  his  several  sphere,  each  to 
the  measure  of  his  means.    First  to  His  appointed 
Bishops  and  Priests  He  says,  "Feed  My  sheep;  feed 
My  lamhs."    And  especially  He  calls  on  kings,  queens, 
and  princes,  who  acknowledge  that  they  hold  their 
crowns  "  by  the  grace  of  Grod."    They  are  expected  to 
give  back  largely  of  the  tribute  they  receive  from  their 
people,  for  this  sacred  cause.     The  rich  and  noble 
also— all  who  are  prosperous,  if  they  have  any  r^ard 
for  suffering  humanity, — any  love  for  Christ,  will  help 
forward  with  liberal  heart  and  hand  a  cause  so  dear  to 
the  Saviour  Who  died  for  them.    Nor  on  them  alane 
does  this  duty  rest;  "If  thou  hast  much,  give  jte- 
teously;    if  thou  hast  little,  do  thy  diligence  gladly, 
and  give  of  that  Httle :  for  so  gatherest  thou  a  good  re- 
ward in  the  day  of  necessity." 

0  blessed  Jesu,  Divine  pattern  of  all  meekness,  teach 
my  proud  heart  Thy  spirit  of  humility,  to  submit  my- 
self to  others,  and  take  the  lowest  place.  Wonderful 
was  Thy  love,  Who  didst  empty  Thyself  of  Thy  glory, 
to  take  the  form  of  a  servant  on  earth  for  our  safeesl 
Help  me  by  Thy  grace  in  my  soul  truly  to  know  that  I 
am  nothing,  have  nothing,  and  can  do  nothing  without 
Thee ;  but  with  Thee  can  do  everything.  Let  mfi 
endeavour  to  follow  Thy  steps  in  a  lowly  temper,  ii 
Thou  didst  command  us  to  feed  Thy  poor,  the  maimei 
the  lame,  the  blind,  let  me  delight  to  do  so,  since  Thw 
hast  said  that  therein  we  minister  unto  Thee.  Mate 
it  my  highest  joy  to  bear  witness,  with  all  Thy  feitiiflil 
disciples,  that  we  love  Thee,  by  helping  to  instruct  the 
ignorant  in  the  truth  of  Thy  Gospel ;  so  may  we  be 
recompensed  at  the  Kesurrection  of  the  just.    Amen, 
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For  Monday  of  the  Third  Week  in  Lent, 

Thb  PaeabIiE  op  the  Gbbat  Suppbb. 

let  POINT,  All  are  invited  to  come  to  Christ—Our 
ord^  still  sitting  at  the  table  of  the  rich  Pharisee^  took 
scasion  farther  to  explain  to  those  around  Him  the 
me  nature  of  His  Kingdom.  Every  occurrence  drew 
nrth  from  His  Divine  lips  some  lesson  of  wisdom.  His 
iiomise  that  all  who  fed  the  poor,  the  maimed,  the 
Mne,  and  blind  should  be  "recompensed  at  the  Eesur- 
«Jtion  of  the  just/'  kindled  some  better  feeling  in  the 
nind  of  one  of  the  guests,  who  exclaimed,  "  Blessed  is 
16  that  shall  eat  bread  in  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven!" 
To  show  that  Gk)d  had  given  a  general  invitation  to 
lis  people,  and  all  might  be  blessed  who  had  a  real 
iesire  for  Heaven,  Jesus  spoke  the  Parable  of  the  Great 

tUFFEB.  . 

"A  certain  man  made  a  Great  Supper,  and  bade 
oany:  and  sent  his  servant  at  supper-time  to  say  to 
hem  that  were  bidden, '  Come,  for  all  things  are  now 
eady/    And  they  all  with  one  consent  began  to  make 

zcnse So  that  servant  came  and  showed  his 

ird  these  things.  Then  the  master  of  the  house,  being 
ngry,  said  to  his  servant,  'Go  out  quickly  into  the 
beets  and  lanes  of  the  ciiy,  and  bring  in  hither  the 
oor,  and  the  maimed,  and  the  halt,  and  the  blind.  .  .  . 
V«  I  say  unto  you  that  none  of  those  men  which  were 
idden  shall  taste  of  my  supper.' " 

%d  POINT,  The  appUcation  of  the  Parable.— The 
Vffable  applies  in  the  first  instance  to  the  Jewish 
«tion.  Times  out  of  number,  by  the  voice  of  His  holy 
sophets,  God  had  called  them:  but  ungrateful  and 
ebellious,  they  refused  obedience.  And  now  all  things 
lemg  ready^  their  Messiah,  the  Master  of  the  Feasts 

Y 


saints  in  the  Kingdom  of  bliss.  Alas !  that  th 
of  Christians  are  open  to  far  greater  reproach  1 
nnbelieving  Jews.  They  had  the  messages  of  pal 
the  law  of  Moses,  the  prophets,  and  Christ's  tea 
their  streets.  These  are  also  our  witnesses ;  an< 
to  them  we  have  the  knowledge  of  His  Besn 
from  the  grave,  and  His  Ascension  into  Hea^ 
teaching  of  the  Apostles;  His  written  Grosp 
ministration  of  angels;  and  the  never-fafling  i 
of  the  Almighty  Comforter. 

Hast  thou  laid  this  to  heart  ?  if  not,  beware  \i 
come  short  of  Thy  most  gracious  Saviour's  pi 
Who  offers  to  thee,  as  the  reward  of  faith,  anc 
service,  the  beatific  vision  of  the  ever  Blessed ' 
and  a  heavenly  repast,  where  thou  mayest  pai 
the  Marriage  Supper  of  the  Lamb. 

Zrd  P  OINT,  The  Supper  of  our  Lord.— The  \ 
of  the  Great  Supper  has  also  a  further  meaning 
applies  but  too  painfully  to  our  own  age.  F 
not  our  Lord  continually  invite  us  to  a  Feast  of  h 
blessing  ?  and  is  not  His  message  commonly  mel 
same  ingratitude  and  unbelief?  In  His  Chu 
has  appointed  the  Holy  Communion  of  His  most  j 
Body  and  Blood,  wherein  is  bestowed  the  greai 
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Dome,  for  all  things  are  now  ready,**  are  spoken  to 
ch  of  US  in  partictdar.  The  highest  on  earth,  the 
eat  and  rich,  and  no  less  the  poor  and  nnleamed, 
eet  at  the  same  Table.  There  is  room  for  all,  and  no 
ck  of  heavenly  food.  Great  as  this  merciful  provision 
—how  wonderful !  that  many,  instead  of  eagerly  ac- 
ipting  the  free  and  loving  call,  desire  to  be  exctised! 
hey  know  not  how  all  their  duties  would  be  blessed 
»  tiiem,  their  pleasures  sanctified,  by  taking  part  in 
mi  Lord's  banquet.  Were  they  but  once  to  taste, 
nd  know  how  sweet  it  is,  they  would  never  cease  to 
miQ  the  refreshment  again  and  again:  for  it  brings 
0  the  burthened  spirit  pardon  and  peace,  soothes  every 
(HTow,  cheers  the  departing  spirit,  ere  it  enters  the 
lark  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death,  and  carries  to  the 
?ites  of  Paradise' Christ's  passport  of  entrance,  **  Whoso 
«teth  My  Flesh,  and  drinketh  My  Blood,  hath  eternal 
ife."  And  yet  we  have  the  strange  spectacle  ever 
lefore  us  of  crowds  of  Christians  turning  away  from 
he  rich  Feast  which  is  spread  before  them,  as  if  they 
lad  no  regard  for  the  privilege,  no  fear  to  be  cast  out, 
»  care  for  those  solemn  words,  "  Verily,  verily  I  say 
mto  you,  *  Except  ye  eat  the  Flesh  of  the  Son  of  Man, 
nd  drink  His  Blood,  ye  have  no  life  in  you.*  ** 

0  blessed  Jesus,  my  Saviour,  and  my  Gkyd,  I  admire 
Bd  htimHy  love  Thee,  unworthy  though  I  am,  for  Thy 
Qoderfnl  mercy  in  yielding  up  Thy  sacred  Body  to 
dreadful  deatlkfor  the  Atonement  of  sinners  such  as 
api.  "And  as  if  it  had  not  been  love  enough  to  give 
hyself  for  us  on  the  Cross,  Thou  hast  found  out  a  way 
•  give  Thyself  to  us  in  iiie  Holy  Sacrament,  to  unite 
l^yself  to  us  with  the  most  intimate  Union  that  'tis 
Mible  to  conceive,  to  become  the  very  food,  the  life, 
9  strength,  the  support  of  my  soul,  to  become  One 
[&  me,  to  become  the  very  soul  of  my  soul.*' 
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I  even  tremble  when  I  think  it  possible  that  I  shoTiId 
partake  of  the  Holy  Ck)mmTinion  of  Thy  sacred  Body 
and  Blood  unworthily.    *'Bnt  when  I  consider  that 
Thy  sentence  is  as  severe  against  those,  who  being 
invited,  refuse  to  come, — ^for  Thon  bast  said,  they  shall 
not  taste  of  Thy  Snpper,  and  nnless  we  eat  Thy  Elesb, 
and  ddnk  Thy  Blood,  we  have  no  Life  in  ns, — I  am  then 
afraid  to  keep  away.    Bnt  blessed  be  Thy  merqy,  0 
Lord,  for  in  this  strait  my  soul  is  in,  Thon  art  mj 
Guide,  Thou  by  giving  the  opportoniiy  of  recdTing,    , 
invitest  me  to  Thy  Table,  Thou  callest  me  to  seek  Tbj   j 
face,  and  my  heart  replies.  Thy  fEUse,  Lord,  wHl  I  seek!    | 
0  blessed  Jesus,  do  Thou  so  open  my  eye  of  feitii  to 
discern  Thy  Body  and  Blood  in  the  Holy  Sacrament,— 
do  Thou  so  dispose  my  soul  to  communicate,  that  I 
may  feel  all  the  happy  effects  of  Thy  Own  Dinw 
Institution."*    Ainen, 


For  Tuesday  of  the  Third  Week  in  Lent^ 

The  Disciples  op  Cheist  to  fobego  all  things  fob 

His  Sake. 

1st  POINT,  The  Gospel  of  the  Kingdom  of 
Heaven  has  rich  promises  for  all  who  take  up  to 
Cross. — But  all  the  relatibns  and  interests  of  Chiifift 
disciples  are  to  be  raised  above  the  standard  of  the 
world,  that,  looking  beyond  the  present,  they  may  set 
their  aflfections  on  Heaven.  Being  on  pilgrimage  they 
may  not  turn  to  the  right  hand  or  left :  they  must  lay 
aside  every  weight  that  would  hinder  their  advance:  iheff 
path  lies  in  another  direction  from  that  of  the  worldly- 
minded,  hurrying  on  with  maxims,  habits,  and  pursoite 

*  Bishop  Ken.* 
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altogefher  different.  If  the  loye  of  father^  mother, 
yrife,  or  children,  brethren,  sisters,  or  friends,  stand  in 
the  way  of  their  service,  there  is.no  choice  but  to  make 
fhe  sacrifice,  painfal  though  it  be. 

2nd  POINT.    Their  reward.— If  then  the  Cross  of 
Christ  is  so  difficult  to  bear,  how  could  our  Lord 
speak  of  it  as  a  burthen  that  is  light?    Herein  is  the 
Ueasedness  of  the  command,  that  the  paths  of  obedience 
aie  ways  of  pleasantness  and  peace,  because  they  have 
^  joys  of  the  Spirit.    Whatever  sacrifice  His  dis- 
ciples make  for  His' Name's  sake  fure  returned  to  them 
BBvenfold.    Instead  of  brethren,  sisters,  and  friends, 
He  bestows  Himself.    If  they  deny  all  sinful  habits, 
unchaste   thoughts,  and    forbidden    lusts,  the  Holy 
Spirit  breathes  into  them  such  a  sense  of  the  beauty 
of  holiness,  that  they  will  hate  whatever  is  at  yariance 
lith  the  Divine  law.    Do  they  learn  to  be  forbearing? 
ind  correct  all  harshness  of  character?   they  shall 
know  the  calm  of  a  meek  and  quiet  temper.    They 
must  lead  a  life  of  prayer :    but  on  their  knees,  by 
the  eye  of  fiEdth,  they  see  Heaven  opened,  and  Christ  on 
His  throne.    They  see  His  Presence  in  His  sanctuary, 
in  His  sacraments.   Do  they  cherish  His  poor,  and  visit 
ffis  sick?  there  also  He  is  found  with  His  gracious  ap- 
proval   Nay,  let  them  give  up  life  itself  for  His  sake, 
nd  they  shall  pass  to  a  joyful  reward  in  the  world  of 
Virits,  to  be  where  He  is  for  ever. 

M  POINT,  Christ's  disciples  are  to  count  the  cost 
of  taking  up  His  Cross.— Our  Lord,  seeing  how  fickle 
nd  irresolute  many  of  His  followers  were,  counselled 
fliem  to  weigh  well  the  work  and  business  of  a  Chris- 
fka  lifiB,  lest  any  should  take  up  the  profession  of  a 
diiciple,  and  then,  fedling  away,  bring  a  reproach  on 
the  Gkwpel,  and  condemnation  on  themselves.  He 
qiake  this  Parable  unto  them,  "  Which  of  you,  intend- 
iqg  to  build  a  Tower,  sitteth  not  down  first,  and 
eoimtetiii  the  cost,  whetlier  he  have  sufficient  to  finish 
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it.    Lest  haply,  after  he  hath  Isdd  the  fonndation,  and 
iB  not  able  to  finish  it,  all  that  behold  him  b^n  to 
mock  him,  saying, '  This  man  began  to  build,  and  was 
not  able  to  finish/  "    Thns  the  Christian  character  is  to 
be  bnilded  np  like  a  Tower,  perfected  by  persevering 
labour.    It  .is  not  a  work  to  cost  us  nothing.    It  may 
require  the  surrender  of  ourselves,  and  of  many  long- 
cherished  habits,  ill-placed  aflfections,  frivolous  tastes 
and  pursuits,  love  of  the  world,  faults  of  nature,  educa-. 
tion,  or  temper.    All  these  must  be  digged  out  as 
insecure  ground,  if  we  would  lay  a  good  foundation  of 
the  spiritual  Tower.    In  this  great  work  we  must  ex- 
pect to  encounter  difficulties, — temptations  from  within, 
reproaches  and  gainsayii^    from  those  around  as. 
But  if,  as  wise  master  builders,  we  lay  a  good  fonndar 
tion  in  the  fiaith  of  our  Lord's  promises,  we  build  onJ^ 
Bock.    We  shall  have  strength  and  rseolution  in  Him 
to  persevere  unto  the  end.    Each  layer  in  the  work 
will  be  an  encouragement  to  further  progress,  till  the 
whole  heart  is  changed:  that  which  we  began  as  a 
work  of  duty  will  become  a  labour  of  love — ^the  end  all 
joy.    That  Tower  shall  be  a  holy  Temple  to  God,— and 
our  hearts,  purified  by  His  Spirit,  shall  be  offered  as 
acceptable  incense  before  Him- 

gragar. 

0  Lord  God,  Thou  knowest  my  infirmities:  I  am 
not  worthy  so  much  as  to  lift  up  mine  eyes  unto  Thee. 
But  do  Thou  have  mercy,  and  teach  me  how  to  pray. 
Give  me  the  spirit  of  self-denial,  to  forego  all  impure 
desires  of  the  flesh,  the  vanities  of  my  own  heart,  love 
of  the  world,  and  whatsoever  hinders  my  Christian 
progress,  or  devotion  to  Thee,  the  source  of  all  joy  and 
peace.  On  behalf  of  those  most  dear  to  me,  and  all 
Thy  people,  I  beseech  Thee  make  us  accepted  in  Thy 
sight,  as  redeemed  by  the  precious  Blood  of  Thy  dear 
Son.    By  Thy  Divine  grace  teach  me  to  be  a  faithfiil 


to  Meditation.  827 

iscq)Ie  of  Jesus  my  Saviour,  meek  and  lowly,  gentle 
nd  compassionate,  a  lover  of  prayer.  0  build  me  up 
3  be  a  holy  temple,  dedicated  to  Tbee  my  Heavenly 
^ther.  O  do  Thou  vouchsafe  to  dwell  within  me  for 
he  sake  of  His  all-prevailing  merits.    Amen, 


^•^•- 


For  Wednesday  of  the  Third  Week  in  Lent, 

Thb  Chbistian  Wabfarb. 

ht  POINT.  The  Parable  of  a  King  going  to  war.— - 
Wheresoever  our  Lord  journeyed  '*  there  went  great 
multitudes  with  Him,"  for  He  won  their  admiration  by 
an  the  graces  of  a  x)erfect  character,  and  His  miracles 
of  healing.  But  knowing  how  many,  who  professed 
to  be  disciples,  deceived  their  own  hearts.  He  again 
forcibly  set  before  them  the  difficulties  of  the  Christian 
disdpleship  in  another  Parable :  "  What  king  going  to 
var  against  another  king,  sitteth  not  down  first,  and 
ooonteth  whether  he  be  able  with  ten  thousand  to  meet 
him  that  cometh  against  him  with  twenty  thousand? 
Orelse,  while  the  other  is  yet  a  great  way  off,  he  sendeth 
an  ambassage,  and  desireth  conditions  of  peace.'' 

2mi  POINT.  The  Soldier  of  the  Cross.— This 
hiable  represents  the  spiritual  contest  which  all  must 
ffpect  who  would  follow  the  banner  of  the  Cross.  War 
i  a  costly,  dangerous  enterprise ;  and  every  one  who 
Tohmteers  a  soldier's  life  must  calculate  his  strength  to 
nstaiii  its  privations  and  hardships.  But  if  it  be  an 
itduous  profession,  he  is  engaged  in  a  noble  cause. 
An  his  interests,  and  his  hopes,  being  centred  in  Christ, 
he  seeks  a  crown  of  life  and  glory,  where  only  true  life 
n^  gkxry  are,— in  Heaven.  In  proportion  to  the  great- 
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many  adversaries^  deny  himself  many  pleasm 
himself  to  the  laws  of  a  strict  discipline.  He  f 
enemies  in  the  camp,  his  own  inconstant  wiU 
ticements  of  the  flesh,  and  love  of  ease,  which 
leaning  to  the  compromise  of  a  half  snrrendc 
treacherous  peace.  Let  him  not  trust  to  '. 
strength,  or  he  will  suflfer  defeat.  He  must  b 
in  the  Captain  of  his  salvation,  and  in  the  "powi 
might  Let  him  put  on  the  whole  armour  < 
gird  his  loins  fibout  with  truth,  have  on  the  bre 
of  righteousness,  and  his  feet  shod  with  the  pre 
of  the  Gospel.  Above  all,  let  him  take  the  e 
&ith,  and  the  helmet  of  salvation,  "  and  the  £ 
the  spirit,  which  is  the  Word  op  God."  Li  thi 
armour,  with  the  Cross  on  his  breast,  in  toke 
Leader  Whom  he  serves,  and  "  praying  always 
prayer  and  supplication,"  he  holds  his  grouj 
untiring  constancy.  Like  young  David,  when 
near  to  the  Philistine,  and  slew  him,  he  come 
battle  "  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  of  Hosts." 
every  danger  Jesus  is  near  to  him ;  angels  kee] 
all  his  ways;  the  Holy  Spirit  strengthens  hii 
victory  nerves  his  arm  for  another,  and  anoth 
in  the  end  he  is  able  to  say  with  St.  Paul,  * 


to  Meditation.  829 

>ldier  is  difficult  for  all ;  irksome  and  offensive  to  the 
orldly-minded ;  but  joyful  to  those  who  love  Christ 
ad  desire  to  follow  Him.  It  must  be  ever  one  of  hard 
onflict,  for  "  the  flesh  lusteth  against  the  spirit,  and 
be  spirit  against  the  flesh,  and  these  are  contraiy  the 
•ne  to  the  other  *'  ((M.  v.  17).  His  heabt  is  the  battle- 
^xnind :  and  when  we  speak  of  the  world,  and  Satan, 
md  evil  angels,  and  all  other  the  host  of  enemies 
ihat  beset  his  course',  they  could  have  no  victory  over 
bim  if  they  did  not  find  an  all-powerful  ally  within, — 
ftiat  traitor  SELF,  which  would  set  up  its  throne  within 
his  bosom, — consecrated,  as  that  ought  to  be,  to  Grod. 
And  such  is  the  guile  of  that  same  SELF,  that  men  will 
not  see  its  deformities; — so  dearly  do  they  love  it. 
Against  this  idol  the  whole  force  of  the  GkNspel  of  Christ 
B  directed,  to  batter  it  down  utterly,  and  cast  it  out, 
tint  the  soul  may  be  free  to  serve  God.  In  such  a 
strife  any  middle  path  is  fraught  with  danger.  Jesus 
onr  beloved  Saviour  would  have  us  ready,  if  need  be, 
to  give  up  all  we  have,  and  take  Himself  instead ;  and 
He  declares  in  language  not  to  be  misunderstood, 
"Whosoever  he  be  of  you  that  forsaketh  not  all  that  he 
iath,  he  cannot  be  My  disciple  "  (Luke  xiv.  33). 

0  Jesus  Christ,  my  Liege  Lord  and  Master,  Whom 
to  serve  is  the  highest  honour,  I  feel  my  weakness  and 
ny  coldness  of  heart,  which  are  not  worthy  to  be  pre- 
ftnted  before  Thy  throne.  But  do  Thou  graciously 
^t  me  with  Thy  Spirit,  and  breathe  into  me  a  humble 
ttedfast  zeal,  and  a  fervent  desire  to  be  a  faithful  soldier 
ia  the  ranks  of  Thy  Church  militant  here  on  earth. 
Tfaon  knowest  us  to  be  set  in  the  midst  of  so  many  and 
80  great  dangers,  that  by  reason  of  the  frailty  of  our 
nature  we  cannot,  by  our  own  strength,  overcome  the 
torld,  the  flesh,  and  the  devil.  0  grant  us  Thy  pro- 
tBction :  teach  us  by  Thy  grace  to  cast  away  the  works 
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of  darkness^  and  put  upon  us  the  whole  armour  of  1 
that  we  may  be  supported  through  all  dangers^ 
carried  through  all  temptations,  to  the  glory  of 
great  Name,  and  the  safety  of  our  own  souls.    Arr^ 


-•^•- 


For  Thursday  of  the  Third  Week  in  Lent, 


The  Pabable  ot  the  Lost  Sheep. 

let  POINT.  Christ  came  to  call  sinners  to  rej 
ance.— Lately  we  have  seen  our  Lord  at  supper 
the  rich  and  proud  Pharisees ;  now  behold  Him  in 
different  company,- seated  among  despised  publi 
and  sinners.  The  self-righteous  Kulers  were  offei 
&t  His  condescension,  as  unworthy  of  a  great  Prop 
"  The  Pharisees  and  Scribes  murmured,  saying,  *' 
Man  receiveth  sinners,  and  eateth  with  them/  "  ( 
before,  when  they  so  reproached  Him,  He  declared 
came  not  to  call  the  righteous,  but  sinners  to  rei 
ance."  And  now  we  have  that  blessed  truth  set  f 
in  one  of  His  most  beautiful  and  engaging  Paral 
"  What  man  of  you  [He  said]  having  an  hundred  sh 
if  he  lose  one  of  them,  doth  not  leave  the  nineiy 
nine  in  the  wilderness,  and  go  after  that  which  is 
until  he  find  it  ?  And  when  he  hath  found  it,  he  la; 
it  on  his  shoulders  rejoicing."  What  a  picture  of 
tender  fellowship  between  a  Grood  Shepherd  and 
flock !  Compassionate  and  merciful,  he  is  ever  on 
watch  after  each  stray  sheep,  lest  it  perish:  all 
precious  in  his  sight.  If  one  has  wandered  from 
fold.  He  takes  his  staff,  goes  forth  into  the  by  place 
the  mountain, — searches  all  the  precipices  and  cr 
— ^listening  to  catch  some  faint  bleating  of  distrea 
guide  him  to  the  spot.    It  may  be  a  lamb^  or  some  i 
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heep,  perishing  (as  he  fears)  in  the  fimgs  of  the  wolf, 
»r  fiELllen  into  a  crevice,  or  tangled  in  the  piercing  thorns 
md  briars.  He  knows  full  well  the  besetting  dangers, 
(bid  when  he  has  found  the  beloved  one,  no  punishment 
is  inflicted !  the  wanderer  has  suffered  enough  already, 
Buid  is  weary ;  and  because  so  dear  to  him  he  lays  it  on 
his  own  shoulders  rejoicing  to  bring  it  back  to  the 
flock. 

2nd  POINT.  Jesus  the  loving  Shepherd  of  His 
flock. — As  such  a  Shepherd  our  Lord  represents  Him- 
self in  the  Parable,  clearly  shadowing  forth  the  mystery 
of  Redemption, — sinful  man  wandering  from  God,  and 
Jesos  the  Saviour  searching  after  him,  and  rejoicing  in 
liis  restoration.  Surely  this  is  a  wonderful  thing !  past 
Ending  out.  The  Son  of  God,  the  Guardian  and  Pre- 
ftrver  of  His  flock,  as  the  G<x)d  Shepherd,  cares  for 
eadi  immortal  soul  created  in  the  Maker's  image.  All 
are  dear  to  Him :  and  if  one  be  especially  exposed  to 
dinger  in  the  paths  of  sin.  He  is  moved  to  pity.  He 
iWfils  His  own  Divine  promise,  as  given  in  the  words  of 
His  prophet,  "  Behold  I,  even  I  will  both  search  My 
flbeep,  and  seek  them  out  ...  I  will  seek  that  which  is 
loBt,  and  bring  again  that  which  was  driven  away,  and 
^  bind  up  that  which  is  broken,  and  will  strengthen 
^t  which  was  sick "  (Ezek.  xxxiv.  11-16).  We  all 
•16  sheep  of  the  Saviour's  flock.  He  has  bought  us  at 
file  cost  of  His  own  priceless  Blood.  His  mission  of 
■wrcy  was  to  restore  wayworn  wandering  sinners  to 
Bie  blessings  of  His  fold :  and  when  He  has  found  a 
brt  one,  feinting,  wounded,  and  struggling  in  spirit, 
liow  gently  does  He  deal  with  the  offender  when  He 
hears  the  cry  of  x)enitence ! 

Thou  canst  tell,  0  my  soul,  how  thy  most  merciful 
tojfi,  thy  GkKxl  Shepherd,  sought  thee  out  in  the  wil* 
ieniess  of  an  evil  world,  oppressed,  disconsolate,  not 
bowing  how,  oad  scarcely  daring,  to  return  to  Him. 
Baw  tenderly  He  disentangled  thee  from  the  piercing 
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briars  and  ihoms  of  em !  and  as  on  the  Cross  H 
npon  Himself  the  whole  burthen  of  thy  offence 
brought  thee  as  it  were  on  Bis  shoulders  to  th 
which  is  thy  proper  home.  Bejoice,  and  be  tha 
but  sin  no  more. 

drd  POINT.  Angels  rejoice  over  repentant  s 
— The  Shepherd  in  the  Parable, "  When  he  cometh 
calleth  together  his  Mends  and  neighbours,  sayin 
them,  'Eejoice  with  me,  for  I  have  found  my 
which  was  lost.'"  And  who  are  they?  who  8 
friends  of  the  loving  Jesus,  the  Grood  She] 
Surely  His  angels,  who  attend  upon  Him  in  the 
mansions  of  His  Father's  House,  worship,  anc 
Him.  And  that  they  do  really  rejoice,  we  ha 
own  pledge,  confirmed  (in  this  and  the  next  B 
by  that  expression  which  always  adds  peculiar  f 
His  words, — "  I  say  unto  you, — that  likewise  tl 
joy  in  the  presence  of  the  angels  of  God  over  one 
that  repenteth."  When  Christ  says  to  the  angels 
joice  with  Me,"  ten  thousand  times  ten  thousand  i 
in  hymns  of  praise,  "  Salvation  to  our  Grod,  Whi 
teth  upon  the  throne,  and  unto  the  Lamb  "  (Eev.  i 

JPraijer. 

0  Jesus,  merciful  Good  Shepherd  of  souls,  I  < 
that  I  have  been  a  silly  and  perverse  sheep ;  hi 
the  green  pastures  and  still  waters,  where  Thou 
to  feed  Thy  flock.  Oftentimes  by  Thy  word  anc 
Thou  hast  brought  me  back :  still  I  might  stray 
and  be  lost,  if  Thou  leave  me  to  myself.  0  k( 
within  Thy  fold  by  the  restraining  power  of  Th; 
Spirit,  that  I  may  listen  to  Thy  voice,  and 
whithersoever  Thou  leadest.  Grant  me  a  deep  b 
sorrow  for  my  wanderings,  and  a  stedfast  pur] 
abide  with  Thee  in  future.  May  Thy  holy 
rejoice  over  me,  as  one  lost  but  found,  and  guajKJ 
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my  ways;  so  shall  I  be  kept  in  peace,  and  in  the 
leral  Eesorrection  of  the  last  day  be  gathered  in 
)ng  the  blessed  sheep  on  Thy  right  hand.    Amen, 


-•«•■ 


For  Friday  of  the  Third  Week  in  Lent, 


Thb  Pabable  of  thb  Prodigal  Son. 

t  POINT,  The  Prodigal  leaves  his  home. — Once 
a,  to  represent  more  nearly  the  tenderness  of  Grod's 
)eming  Loye  for  penitent  sinners,  our  Lord  added 
mother  Parable, — that  of  the  Pbodigal  Son,  which 
)een  called  the  "  pearl,"  and  "  crown,"  and  "  master- 
)"  of  Parables; — the  story  being  so  fall  of  pathetic 
est,  and  such  a  vivid  picture  of  the  mercy  of 
avenly  Father  to  His  erring  children.  "A  certain 
had  two  sons :  and  the  younger  of  them  said  to 
ither,  '  Father,  give  me  the  portion  of  goods  that 
litome.*  And  he  divided  unto  them  his  living, 
not  many  days  after  the  younger  son  gathered  all 
Jier,  and  took  his  journey  into  a  far  country,  and 
)  wasted  his  substance  with  riotous  living."  Iq  an 
hour  he  deserts  the  happy  scenes  of  youthful 
3enc6.  We  hear  of  no  parental  blessing  asked» — 
)rayer  to  heaven  for  God's  protecting  guidance, 
t  must  have  been  the  aged  father's  sorrow,  watch* 
Grom  the  threshold  till  he  was  out  of  sight,  then 
ing  back  to  look  upon  his  dear  son's  empty  seat! 
ravels  into  a  far  country,  and  there  wastes  his  sub- 
«  with  riotous  living:  depraved  by  vicious  ex- 
8,  defiled  by  low  degrading  habits,  and  licentious 
mres,  he  becomes  **  a  libertine  and  a  spendthrift." 
ofligates  could  but  once  behold,  as  in  a  glass,  their 


tne  tracK  oi  tne  woria  i    u  any  one  nas  oeen 
from  deadly  Bin,  let  him  not  claim  the  merit  tc 
but  rather  give  the  praise  to  God's  restrain: 
and  providence;   for  otherwise  he  might  h 
fU3  yicions  as  the  Prodigal. 

2nd  POINT.  His  misery.— When  the  Pnx 
spent  all  his  money  in  riotous  living,  "  Ther 
mighty  famine  in  that  land,  and  he  began 
want.  And  he  went  and  joined  himself  to  a  i 
that  country:  and  he  sent  him  into  the  field 
swine.  And  he  would  fain  have  filled  his  b 
the  husks  that  the  swine  did  eat:  and  no  i 
unto  him."  What  a  saddening  picture 
grace,  of  bitter  disappointment,  do  those  fe 
present  to  us !  How  forcibly  they  express  tl: 
of  being  an^  alien  from  Qod  I  Where  now  are 
vile  companions  of  his  profligacy  ?  those  thanl 
takers  of  his  extravagance?  not  one  is  found 
him  a  morsel  of  bread  to  stay  his  hunger.  " 
gave  unto  him."  He  had  yielded  himself, 
bloom  of  youth,  its  innocence,  and  its  joys, 
false  betrayers  of  mankind,  SELF  and  the  ' 
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ce  ?  liberal  in  her  promises,  but  treacherous  as  the 
ves.  What  sacrifices  the  slaves  of  this  &lse  fieetihg 
)rld  are  daily  called  upon  to  offer  up  to  the  idol  of 
sir  worship  I  And  when  they  have  sacrificed  their 
3cious  time,  their  substance,  and  their  x)eace  of  mind, 
purchase  its  vain  returns,  it  leaves  them  as  the 
odigal  in  the  Parable, — "no  man*giveth  unto  them.'- 
lese  are  no  vain  words;  but  verified  by  bitter  ex- 
rience  to  thousands, 

3rrf  POINT,  His  Penitence.— Divine  compassion 
ows  no  bounds.  Whilst  there  is  life,  the  day  of 
ace  is  not  quite  past.  If  one  celestial  ray  of  light 
am  from  the  Holy  Spirit  on  a  soul  "  blinded  by  the 
od  of  this  world,"  and  pierce  the  conscience  with  a 
uly  contrite  sense  of  sin,  turning  it  to  repentance, 
m  God's  mercy  has  reached  it.  Some  such  remorse 
metrated  the  mind  of  the  Prodigal  in  the  depths  of 
B  misery.  He  began  to  contrast  the  happiness  and 
ttce  of  his  |once  innocent  and  virtuous  life  with  the 
lame,  anxiety,  and  degradation  of  his  fall.  A  true 
086  of  the  hatefulness  of  sin,  the  pain  of  exile  from 
beloved  home,  an  earnest  desire  of  forgiveness, 
nmght  in  him  a  godly  sorrow,  an  effectual  repeni- 
loe :  he  had  &ith  to  trust  in  the  mercy  of  Heaven, 
e  remembered  that  he  still  had  a  loving  and  indulgent 
ttier;  and  though  he  had  set  at  nought  his  counsels, 
id  dishonoured  his  name,  he  would  not  despair  of 
sdon.  The  voice  of  conscience  roused  him  from  his 
»dly  slumber;  "And  when  he  came'  to  himself,  he 
id,  '  How  many  hired  servants  of  my  father's  have 
Sftl  enough,  and  to  spare,  and  I  perish  with  hunger  I 
•Hi  arise,  and  go  to  my  father,  and  wiQ  say  unto  him, 
liher,  I  have  sinned  agaiost  Heaven,  and  before  thee, 
id  am  no  more  worthy  to  be  called  liiy  son :  make  me 
IB  of  thy  hired  servants/"  This  is  his  first  mention 
Heaven, which  he  had  so  long  forgotten:  this  the 
fA  effectual  stirring  of  the  Spirit.   He  had  learned  the 
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desolate  state  of  being  an  outcast ;  the  "  feunine  in  thai 
land"  had  reached  his  soul ;  he  felt  the  want  of  com- 
munion with  Gk)d.  He  resolved  to  find  his  way  home, 
to  throw  himself  upon  his  father's  love,  make  confession 
of  his  sin,  and  say,  "  Unworthy  as  I  am  to  be  thy  son, 
yet  receive  me  as  a  hired  servani"  Is  the  same  contrir 
tion,  the  same  longing,  the  same  resolve,  worked  in  thj 
heart?    Hast  thou  thus  turned  to  God  ? 

4:th  POINT.  His  forgiveness.— Bitter  are  the  sorrm 
of  a  conscience  wounded  by  sin :  but  sweet  the  consolar 
tion  of  repentance  before  the  throne  of  a  loving  Heavenlj 
Father,  Who  hath  declared,  "When  the  wicked  mai 
tumeth  away  from  the  wickedness  that  he  hath  com 
mitted,  and  doeth  that  which  is  lawful  and  right,  b 
shall  save  his  soul  alive  "  (Ezek.  xviii.  27).  The  Prodiga 
"  arose,  and  came  to  his  father.'*  The  way  was  long 
for  he  had  taken  "  his  journey  into  a  far  country."  ^ 
return  was  a  weary  pilgrimage :  but  he  persevered,  al 
clothed  as  he  was  in  the  tattered  garments  of  the  swine 
herd,  and  barefooted.  What  were  his  thoughts,  as  h 
traced  his  path  homeward?  Every  scene  called  n] 
sad  memories  of  conscience.  So  it  ever  is:  true  peni 
tents  full  well  know  that  even  forgiveness  cannot  Wo 
the  past  from  the  self-reproaches  of  a  tender  mind 
Though  by  God's  mercy  the  guilt  be  pardoned,  and  v 
live  in  joy  and  peace,  being  reconciled,  yet  the  recoUec 
tions  of  sin  abide,  to  make  us  watchful  of  ourselves  i 
future,  and  compassionate  towards  the  failings  of  othen 
more  thankful,  more  earnest  to  return  love  for  mercsy. 

With  misgiving  thoughts,  how  he  would  be  receiTec 
the  Prodigal  Son  drew  toward  the  well-rememberec 
long-neglected  home,  prepared  to  make  a  full  confessio 
of  his  sins.  But  "  When  he  was  yet  a  great  way  ci 
his  father  saw  him,  and  had  compassion,  and  ran  an 
fell  on  his  neck  and  kissed  him."  If  the  shephei 
rejoiced  over  his  Lost  Sheep,  much  more  the  fon 
parent,  long  bereaved.,  ^ad.  iivovvrmng  the  absence  < 
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his  ^ear,  though  Prodigal  Son,  would  take  him  to  his 
anns,  weeping  for  joy.  In  the  midst  of  those  endear- 
mentB,  and  that  tender  embrace,  the  Prodigal  whispered 
his  confession,  ''Father,  I  have  sinned  against  Heaven, 
and  before  thee,  and  am  no  more  worthy  to  be  called 
thy  son ;" — ^he  could  say  no  more :  tears  of  sorrow  for 
his  offences,  mingling  with  tears  of  joy  at  being  so 
received,  choked  bis  utterance ;  he  could  not  say  those 
intended  words,  "  Make  me  as  one  of  thy  hired  servants.*' 
the  delighted  &ther  in  the  full  tide  of  happiness  stopped 
him;  for  at  once  turning  to  the  servants,  he  said, 
"firing  forth  the  best  robe,  and  put  it  on  him ;  and  put 
«  ring  on  his  hand,  and  shoes  on  his  feet;  and  bring 
hither  the  fatted  calf,  and  kill  it,  and  let  us  eat  and  be 
BKiTy:  for  this  my  son  was  dead,  and  is  alive  again; 
he  was  lost,  and  is  found."  His  squalid  garments  are 
changed  for  the  choicest  robe,  suitable  to  a  son  and 
joint  heir  of  his  possessions ;  they  put  a  ring  on  his 
hand  as  the  signet  of  restored  love,  and  shoes  on  his 
fat;  the  fatted  calf  is  killed;  the  merry  harp  and  lute, 
*ith  dancing,  complete  the  happy  picture :  all  express 
file  father's  exulting  joy.  The  servants,  partaking  in 
his  happiness,  are  like  the  friends  and  neighbours  in 
file  former  Parable,  and  represent  the  angels  in  Heaven 
BQcncing  in  the  recovery  of  the  "  lost  but  found." 

This  Parable  applies  not  only  to  children  who  offend 
hi  great  sins,  but  to  the  many  instances  of  disobedience 
in  fiunilies,  which  often  fail  to  strike  the  hearts  of  the 
wayward.  If  they  knew  the  tenderness  of  the  parental 
aibctions,  and  how  deeply  a  father  or  mother  is  wounded 
by  the  faults  of  children,  they  would  be  touched  by 
NBxnrse,  and  seek  at  once  forgiveness,  and  the  restora- 
Ibiirflove. 

IPrssor. 

0  Heavenly  Father,  most  wonderftd  is  Thy  good- 
MB,  passing  all   words  to  express,  all  thougja^;^  \o 
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conceive.    Like  the  Piodigal  Son  I  have  wandered  fit 
away  from  Thee  in  the  paths  of  sin.    I  have  trespassed 
grievously,  and  am  not  worthy  to  be  called  Thy  son; 
no,  nor  the  lowest  of  Thy  servants.    But  Thou  wiliest 
not  the  death  of  sinners ;  and  hast  graciously  declared 
that  when  the  wicked  turn  away  from  their  wickedness 
they  shall  save  their  souls  alive.    0  grant  that  I  may 
be  one  of  these.     Embrace  me  in  Thy  everlasting 
arms  of  compassion,  that  there  my  soul  abiding,  as  in 
its  proper  home,  may  be  anointed  with  celestial  lore, 
till  it  put  off  this  body,  and  through  the  aU-prevailing 
merits  of  Christ  my  Saviour,  be  received  into  Thy 
heavenly  mansions.    Amen. 


For  Saturday  of  the  Third  Week  in  Lent. 


The  Parable  of  the  Unjust  Stewabd. 

• 

\st  P  OINT,  His  dishonesty.— At  the  root  of  all  om 
Lord's  Parables  there  lies  a  principle  of  loving  obe- 
dience to  the  law  of  God,  Whose  merciful  purpose  has 
ever  been  our  happiness  on  earth,  to  be  crowned  by  a 
higher  existence  in  eternal  bliss  hereafter^  He  sets 
forth  one  by  one  the  moral  virtues  as  the  proper 
adornment  of  man  created  in  the  Divine  image.  And 
how  noble  are  they  all ! — for  instance,  honesty,  truth- 
fulness, candour,  and  generosity,  as  contrasted  with  their 
opposites — hypocrisy,  cunning,  falsehood,  and  selfish- 
ness. Jesus,  seeing  round  Him  many  of  the  artfiil 
Scribes,  and  covetous  Pharisees,  minghng  with  His 
disciples,  warned  them  of  their  besetting  sins  in  the 
Parable  of  the  Unjust  Steward  ;  "  There  was  a  certain 
rich  man  which  had  a  steward;  and  the  same  ^ras 
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ised  unto  him  that  he  had  wasted  his  goods.  And 
jailed  him,  and  said  unto  him,  '  How  is  it  that  I 
r  this. of  thee?  Give  an  account  of  thy  steward- 
);  for  thou  mayest  be  no  longer  steward/" 

nd  POINT.  His  cunning  device. — Thus  having 
ice  of  his  discharge,  the  steward  thought- within 
iself  how  he  might  best  secure  a  safe  retreat  against 
time  when  he  should  be  turned  away.  The  bold 
L  man  at  once  resolved  to  bribe  his  master's  tenants 
dishonestly  remitting  a  part  of  their  rents,  which 
re  payable  in  produce,  hoping  in  return  to  be  re- 
ved  into  their  houses  when  he  lost  the  stewardship, 
called  them  together ;  and  to  one  he  said, "  How 
ich  owest  thou  unto  my  lord?  ...  An  hundred 
asures  of  oil.  .  .  .  Take  thy  bill,  and  sit  down 
ickly,  and  write  fifty."  And  to  another,  "How 
ich  owest  thou?  ...  An  hundred  measures  of 
eat.  .  .  .  Take  thy  bill,  and  write  fourscore." 
ange  to  say,  his  master  "commended  the  Unjust 
sward,  because  he  had  done  wisely !"  Startling  this 
ght  seem  to  be  in  a  Parable  intended  to  promote 
5  Kingdom  of  Kighteousness !  above  all,  warning  the 
tters  against  covetousness.  How  could  the  master 
use  a  dishonest  servant? — so  contrary  to  re&son! 
t  our  Lord  gives  the  explanation,  "  For  the  children 
this  world  are  in  their  generation  wiser  [more 
»wd  and  sharp-witted]  than  the  children  of  light." 
fact,  all  the  characters  in  the  Parable,  master, 
M»rs,  and  steward,  were  Jews  of  that  generation—a 
(ney-getting,  covetous  race ;  and  to  them,  in  the  first 
tance,  the  Parable  was  directed.  The  Priests  and 
arisees,  being  stewards  over  God's  household,  en- 
ded themselves  by  gifts  to  the  treasury  of  the 
mple  in  exchange  for  indulgences  from  the  strict 
lervance  of  the  Mosaic  law.  According  to  their 
ndard  of  wisdom,  successful  cunning  might  claim  to 
applauded.     The   Unjust   Steward  waa   iio\bm^ 
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daunted  by  his  difficulties ;  firm  in  resolve,  and  ready 
in  schemes,  he  went  straight  to  his  point;  the  debtors 
were  not  ashamed  to  be  accomplices  in  his  dishonesly; 
and  his  worldly-minded  master  could  not  help  praisiiig 
liim  for  his  ingenuity ;  yet  he  punished  him,  and 
dismissed  him  in  disgrace. 

3rd  POINT,  The  Mammon  of  unrighteousness.- 
"  The  children  of  this  world  [said  our  Lord]  are  wiaei 
in  their  generation  than  the  children  of  hght,"  dkw 
keen-sighted  and  resolved,  leaving  nothing  undone  tc 
gain  their  ends :  whereas  the  children  of  hght,  through  re- 
missness, and  seeking  a  distant  future,  are  too  often  apttc 
be  infirm  of  purpose.  Christ  would  have  them  put  forii 
all  their  energies  with  the  same  decision  if  they  woulc 
attain  the  mansions  of  His  Father's  house,  prepared  fofl 
the  righteous.  He  would  especially  enforce  the  duty  o 
charity  to  the  poor.  This  He  does  in  another  shor 
figure  of  speech,  "  And  I  say  unto  you,  Make  to  your 
selves  friends  of  the  Mammon  of  unrighteousness,  tha 
when  ye  feil  they  may  receive  you  into  everlastinj 
habitations.''  The  riches  of  this  world  are  called  ^ 
"  mammon  of  unrighteousness,"  because  too  often  dis 
honestly  acquired,  or  spent  in  worldly  vanities,  and  tht 
indulgence  of  Self,  and  made  an  idol  of  the  heart.  Bu 
if,  according  to  our  Lord's  command,  we  generousl; 
apply  our  wealth  to  the  glory  of  God  in  deeds  o 
charity  to  His  poor,  we  shall  meet  them  in  the  *'ever 
lasting  habitations."  There  only  is  the  rich  inheritanoi 
of  the  saints ;  and  there  we  shall  find  that  •'  the  childrffl 
of  hght,"  who  bartered  their  mammon  for  the  joys  o! 
heaven,  were  the  truly  wise.  "  0  inconceivable  happi- 
ness of  heaven  [says  a  holy  man],  where  my  anibiti(a 
shall  rest  on  a  throne,  where  my  covetousness  shall  be 
filled  with  the  Beatific  Vision,  and  where  I  shall  be 
continually  satisfied  with  love."* 

♦  Bishop  Ken, 
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« 

0  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  teach  me  to  understand  Thy 
words  of  wisdom  whilst  Thon  wast  on  earth,  leading 
mankind  in  the  path  to  heaven, — Thyself  the  Way,  the 
Truth,  and  the  Life.  May  love  to  Thee  abomid  in  the 
hearts  of  all  who  profess  Thy  Name,  to  be  trne  and 
just  in  our  dealings,  and  generous  to  the  needy,  that 
we  may  have  an  inheritance  with  the  saints  in  Thy 
everlasting  habitations.  I  know  that  alms  are  an  offer- 
ing of  sweet  odour  acceptable,  and  well  pleasing  unto 
Thee.  "  Make  me  compassionate  to  the  afflicted,  cha* 
litable  to  the  poor,  according  to  my  ability;  and  give 
me  grace  always  to  keep  a  conscience  void  of  offence 
towards  Thee,  and  towards  my  neighbour."    Amen, 
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For  Sunday  of  the  Fourth  Week  in  Lent, 


*'  Ye  cannot  serve  Two  Mastkbs.'* 

Ist  POINT,  We  must  decide  whether  to  serve  God 
or  Mammon. — The  Parable  of  the  Unjust  Steward 
declared  a  great  tmth,  which  applies  to  all  stations  in 
society.  We  must  be  conscious  that  the  love  of  God, 
and  the  love  of  wealth,  hold  a  constant  struggle  in  our 
hearts.  The  Holy  Spirit,  by  His  Divine  influence,  is 
ever  breathing  into  the  conscience  thoughts  of  unselfish- 
ness, prompting  us  to  relieve  others,  whose  wants  or 
trials  appeal  to  our  faith  and  love.  But  we  are  lotii 
to  part  with  money,  which  procures  for  ourselves  the 
comforts  and  luxuries  of  life,  or  to  give  up  our  own 
will  for  the  sake  of  others.  Thus  wo  are  drawn  con- 
trary ways.  The  Divine  Master  holds  His  pierced 
hands  to  receive  our  gifts,  and  to  give  His  blessing  ft 
hundredfold  in  recompense  for  every  sacrifice  :  the 
World  and  Self  make  exorbitant  demands,  and  repay 
with  ingratitude.  0  my  soul,  judge  for  thyself  which 
of  these  thou  wilt  satisfy.  Our  Lord  says,  "  Choose  ye 
tliis  day  whom  ye  will  serve."  "  How  long  halt  ye 
between  two  opinions  ?  if  the  Lord  be  God,  follow  Him: 
but  if  Baal,  then  follow  him"  (1  Kings  xviii.  21). 

27id  POINT.  Mammon.— Christ  declares  the  riches 
of  this  world  to  be  the  "  Mammon  of  unrighteousness, 
because  too  often  it  saps  the  root  of  a  reb'gious  frame 
of  mind,  absorbs  our  affections,  and  pampers  luxniy- 
They  are  given  to  every  man  in  trust,  as  a  trial  of  faith; 
they  cannot  be  called  his  own,  but  lent,  like  house  or 
lands,  on  lease  for  a  while ;  they  escape  his  grasp  hy  a 
thousand  accidents,  or  sudden  turns  of  fortune;  or, 
when  he  least  expects,  he  is  hurried  to  another  world; 
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m  he  must  leave  them  to  others.  If  he  has  forgotten 
it  God  was  the  Proprietor,  he  will  be  called  to  strict 
jount.  It  behoves  each  one,  therefore,  to  reckon  within 
nself,  whilst  he  has  time.  If  the  conscience  witnesses 
it  he  has  an  abundant  store  on  Earth,  and  only  a 
lall  treasure  laid  up  in  Heaven,  let  him  use  all  dili- 
nce  to  settle  his  wealth  the  other  way,  lest  his  soul 
suddenly  required  of  him.  Then  whose  shall  those 
ings  be,  which  he  has  vainly  hoarded  up  for  his  own 
ace  and  security  on  earth? 

^rd  POINT,  The  "everlasting  habitations."— By  the 
ne  Divine  authority  we  learn  that  the  "  true  riches  " 
>  those  which  we  employ,  as  faithful  servants  of  a 
ivenly  Master,  by  deeds  of  benevolence ;  and  in  this 
rid  of  suffering  we  can  never  be  at  a  loss  to  find 
ects  of  charity.  Even  here  we  receive  part  of  our 
TBxd  in  the  sweet  consciousness  of  having  relieved 
trials  and  sorrows  of  others,  and  offered  an  accept- 
e  sacrifice  to  a  loving  Saviour,  Who  gave  Himself  for 
that  we  might  be  admitted  into  His  "everlasting 
dtations."  Judge  the  delight  of  a  faithful  soul,  led 
angels  to  the  brightness  of  His  realms!  What 
)nishment  and  ecstasy,  when  enteriQg  in !  And  this 
rich  exchange  for  earthly  good,  the  "  Mammon  of  un- 
ateousness,"  when  it  is  employed  as  the  means  of 
3sing  those  whom  He  vouchsafes  to  call  His  "  bre- 
en."    O  mighty  recompense  ten  thousandfold  I 

Eraser. 
)  great  Ejng  of  kings,  Heavenly  Father,  I  humbly 
ire  to  serve  Thee  this  day,  and  all  my  life  long. 
Ip  me  by  Thy  mighty  grace  to  choose  between  the 
e  of  this  world  and  the  love  of  Thy  glorious  Majesty, 
10  art  the  Lord  of  all  worlds.  Fix  my  desires  on 
y  presence  in  my  soul,  that  I  may  never  more 
iver  myself  to  the  bondage  of  covetousness,  but 
ight  to  do  Thy  Will  in  charity.    0  that  I  img\i\»  «jc> 
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love  Thee,  as  to  give  bonntifdlly,  imselfislily  to  othereof 
Thy  undeserved  gifts  to  me,  a  miserable  simier.  Thus, 
according  to  the  gracious  words  of  Thy  adorable  Son, 
I  should  lay  up  treasure  in  Thy  everlasting  habitatu)2i& 
All  glory  be  to  Thee  for  the  precious  promise  of  my 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that  Thou  wilt  send  the  Holy  Com- 
forter to  strengthen  our  weakness,  and  lead  us  on  to 
the  treasures  of  Heaven.    Amen, 


For  Monday  of  the  Fourth  Week  in  Lent. 

The  Fabable  of  Dives,  the  Eich  Man,  and  Lazabob, 

THE  Beggab. 

1st  POINT,  Their  different  conditions  on  earfh.- 
Our  blessed  Lord,  the  God  of  love,  would  have  us  be 
like  unto  Himself,  the  help  of  the  helpless,  rich  in 
mercy  to  the  sufferer,  considerate  and  gracious  to  all 
When  the  covetous  Pharisees  heard  His  discourse 
against  the  selfishness  of  man,  they  "derided  Him." 
Seeing  the  hardness  of  their  hearts.  He  endeavoured  to 
rouse  them  to  a  sense  of  the  future  state  awaiting  all 
men  in  the  world  of  spirits.  "We  find  no  lesson  in  the 
Gospel  more  forcible  and  solemn  than  the  Parable  of 
the  Rich  Man  and  the  Beggar,  or  Dives  and  Lazarus: 
"  There  was  a  certain  Rich  Man,  which  was  clothed  in 
purple  and  fine  linen,  and  fared  sumptuously  eyetj 
day ;  and  there  was  a  certain  Beggar,  named  Lazarus, 
which  was  laid  at  his  gate  full  of  sores,  and  desiring  to 
be  fed  with  the  crumbs  which  fell  from  the  Rich  Man's 
table.    Moreover,  the  dogs  came  and  licked  his  sores." 

%id  POINT.    The  unbeHef  of  the  Rich  Man.-In 
those  few  pointed  -woxds  of  the  Parable,  Dives  is  not 
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[  as  that  groBS  sensualist  in  a  former  Parable 
3h  Glutton — who  said  within  himself,  "  Soul, 
fc  much  goods  laid  up  for  many  years :  take 
\e,  eat,  drink,  and  be  merry."  Bather  he 
to  that  high  class  in  society,  much  esteemed 
rious  age,  abounding  in  riches.  He  had  many 
eady  partakers  of  his  hospitality ;  he  was  not 
social  affections ;  he  loved  his  five  brethren, 
father's  house,  fle  was  delicately  fed,  richly 
the  ornaments  and  decorations  of  his  mansion, 
i  and  pursuits,  eyerything  about  him  displayed 
elegant  taste.  But  amidst  all  this,  his  heart 
c  no  echo  to  the  voice  of  God,  Who  claims  the 
)f  our  love  to  Himself  in  charity  to  His  dis- 
reatures.  He  never  thought  of  Paradise,  never 
.  for  the  food  of  angels,  laid  up  in  store  for 
D  feed  His  poor.  He  was  a  sad  example,  that 
of  infidelity  lies  at  the  root  of  vice  in  all  its 
f  faith  be  not  active  in  a  life  of  love,  it  is  dead, 
r  to  Dives  would  have  been  the  poverty  of 
left  neglected  at  his  gate,  full  of  sores,  desirous 
.  with  the  crumbs  which  were  sw^t  from  his 
as  table.  The  striking  feature  of  his  character 
•d  selfishness :  he  lived  to  his  own  purposes, 
)thing  for  the  wants  and  feelings  of  those 
him:  he  loved  this  world,  regardless  of  the 
yond. 

oul,  if  thou  seest  any  features  of  thine  own  in 
e  of  Dives,  turn  not  away,  nor  forget  that  it 
esson  to  thyself.  Kemember  that  thou  in  thy 
hast  received  thy  good  things,  not  for  any 
hine  own,  nor  for  thyself  only,  but  for  others 
►rding  to  thy  own  measure  of  love  and  charity 
ihalt  thou  be  judged. 

OINT.  Lazarus  and  Dives  die.—"  And  it  came 
lat  the  Beggar  died."  He  had  borne  his  sorrows 
ient  enduring  faith.    His  diseased  Vyod>j  \i«a 


lovea  so  mncn  avoiiea  aim  Boimug  ui  us  ass 
it  aoou  forgot  him ;  his  pkce  knew  him  no  : 
that  could  be  done  for  Viim  was,  to  carry  hin 
hviy  him.  Happy  had  it  been  for  him 
iromortal  soul  have  perished  too;  but  hem 
that  unseen  wcH'ld,  and  be  called  to  strict  act 
punishment  for  his  practical  unbelief  of  God's 

StHgcr. 
0  Lord  God,  I  humbly  beseech  Thee,  gran 
grace  to  lire  as  in  Thy  sight,  ever  callii^  to  i 
precious  promises  and  wamingB.  Thou  knt 
weak  my  nature  is,  how  apt  are  my  affecti 
fixed  on  the  enjoyments  of  this  world.  Gi 
may  make  a  wise  choice  between  the  rich  ii 
of  Thy  BaintB  and  the  Tain  pomps  of  the  p 
jO  send  Thy  Holy  Spirit  to  reign,  within  my  1 
I  may  delight  to  dispense  of  Thine  own  gifts 
charity  to  Thy  poor,  to  feed  the  hungry,  < 
naked,  Tisit  the  sick.  Teach  me  to  denj 
indulgence,  that,  living  temperately  and  sobe: 
seek  my  happiness  in  presenting  before  Thee 
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For  Tuesday  of  the  Fourth  Week  in  Lent* 


The  Pabable  continued. 

Irf  POINT.  Whither  do  the  souls  of  the  dead 
depart? — The  Parable  proceeds  to  open  to  us  a  great 
mystery,  the  different  conditions  of  Dives  and  Lazarus 
in  the  two  regions  of  the  unseen  world  of  departed 
spiritB,  which  are  divided  from  each  other  by  "  a  great 
gulf."  One  is  Paradise,  the  joyful  abode  of  the  souls 
of  the  righteous  immediately  after  death ;  the  other  is 
that  portion  of  Hades,  the  hidden  world  (translated  ffell 
in  our  English  Bibles),  where  the  souls  of  the  wicked 
in  despair  await  the  last  day — the  great  Judgment  Day. 
That  intermediate  or  middle  world  between  earth  and 
Heaven  deserves  our  solemn  and  constant  meditation. 
An  awful  thought  it  is  to  each  of  us,  that  to-day,  or 
tomorrow,  our  souls  may  be  summoned  to  one  or  other 
of  those  realms — to  weal  or  woe,  according  to  our  good 
or  evil  deeds  on  earth. 

2nd  POINT.  Lazarus  and  Dives  in  the  intermediate 
lorld. — When  Lazarus  died,  he  "  was  carried  by  the 
togels  into  Abraham's  bosom."  Not  that  Abraham's 
iKidy  was  in  Paradise ;  for  that  was  buried  in  the  cave 
^  Machpelah ;  but  the  soul  of  Lazarus  was  received 
bto  a  spiritual  xmion  with  Abraham,  and  the  other 
patriarchs  and  prophets,  and  all  the  faithful  departed. 
Bow  sweet  is  the  thought  that  those  dear  ones  whom 
^e  have  loved  on  earth,  and  lost,  are  in  light  and  joy 
lUispeakable,  in  the  blessed  company  of  the  saints! 
0  my  soul,  wilt  thou  endeavour  so  to  live  in  purity, 
ftud  obedience  to  God's  law,  that  thou  mayest  be 
'^^aried  by  angels  into  His  presence,  to  join  their  son^a 
^  praise  ?  or  wilt  thou,  like  Dives,  forfeit  al\  t\ie  Divmci 
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promises — the  celestial  crown  of  glory  for  the  tmsatisfy- 
ing  pleasures  of  this  world?    Judge  for  thyself;  thoa 
hast  the  free  choice:  but  remember  that  Dives  was 
taken  to  Hell.    There  living  in  torment,  he  lifted  np 
his  eyes,  and  beheld  Abraham  afar  off,  and  Lazarus  in 
his  bosom.    "Father  Abraham  [he  exclaimed],  have 
mercy  on  me,  and  send  Lazarus,  that  he  may  dip  the 
tip  of  his  finger  in  water,  and  cool  my  tongue ;  for  I  am 
tormented  in  this  flame."    We  are  not  to  suppose  that 
the  body  of  Dives  was  in  flames ;  for  that  was  in  the 
grave :  he  suffered  spiritual  torment,  and  agony  of  soul 
These  images  of  the  Parable  are  figures  of  speech,  by 
which  spiritual  things  are  made  plain  to  our  earthly 
minds :  they  bring  home  to  us  more  forcibly,  as  in  a 
picture,  the  unclouded  joy  of  Lazarus  and  the  hopelefis 
remorse  of  Dives. 

.  3rd  POINT.  Vain  the  hope  of  turning  to  repentance 
in  the  grave. — The  answer  of  Abraham  left  no  hope  to 
Dives  ;  he  was  receiving  the  just  reward  of  his  ill-spent 
life ;  there  was  "  a  great  gulf"  between  them,  and  no 
bridge  to  pass  from  one  to  the  other.  The  unhappy 
man  once  more  pleads  with  Abraham  to  send  Lazarus 
*to  his  father's  house,  and  warn  his  five  brothers  of  his 
miserable  condition,  lest  they  also  should  come  to  the 
same  place  of  torment.  "  They  have  Moses  and  the 
prophets  [answered  Abraham],  let  them  hear  them. . . 
Nay,  father  Abraham,  but  if  one  went  unto  them  from 
the  dead,  they  will  repent."  For  the  last  time,  Abraham 
replies,  "If  they  hear  not  Moses  and  the  prophets, 
neither  will  they  be  persuaded,  though  one  rose  from 
the  dead."  All  was  closed :  Dives  was  left  to  the  doom 
of  an  outcast.  How  like  to  him,  and  his  unbelieTing 
brothers,  are  thousands  in  this  our  day — far  less  excuse- 
able,  having  not  only  Moses  and  the  prophets,  but  also 
the  testimony  of  Christ  Himself  on  earth,  delivering 
His  own  message,  Who  wrought  Divine  miracles  in  the 
face  of  the  woxAd,  ^e^  otl  ^<b  Qrtoiea.^'SQsiQ  again  firo* 
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le  grave,  ascended  into  Heaven ;  yet  they  will  not  be 
3rstiaded!    Then  let  my  soul  put  away  the  flatteries 

*  a  false  world.  I  know  in  Whom  I  have  trusted.  I 
ill  choose  eternal  life  through  the  precious  merits  of 
ly  crudfled  Saviour,  looking  to  Him,  "WTio  shines  in 
[is  beauiy,  and  invites  me  to  love  Him  above  all  the 
reasures  of  the  earth. 

0  Lord  Grod,  Merciful  and  Gracious,  I  believe  that 
liy  word  is  true,  and  that  Thou  wilt  summon  all 
eople,  nations,  and  languages  before  the  throne  of 
?hy  Well-beloved  Son,  to  Whom  Thou  hast  committed 
U  judgment  of  the  living  and  the  dead.  0  make  me 
0  to  love  Thee,  that  nothing  may  draw  me  aside  from 
Hiy  paths.  Keep  my  mind  detached  from  the  false 
»l^ures  of  this  world,  and  firmly  fixed  on  the  joys  of 

•  heavenly  Paradise,  where  Thy  saints  and  angels  sing 
Jallelujahs  before  Thee,  our  heavenly  Father.  May 
he  desire  of  pleasing  Thee  lead  me  to  compassionate 
Dy  needy  brethren,  and  minister  to  t^ieir  wants,  to 
Isit  and  comfort  them.  It  is  better  to  be  least  in  Thy 
lingdom  of  Heaven,  than  among  the  greatest  of  the 
arth.  Higher  the  lowest  step  of  Thy  throne  than  all 
he  glories  of  kings  and  princes.  Accept  these  my 
KX)r  desires,  unworthy  as  they  are,  for  the  sake  of 
Tesus,  my  Lord,  and  my  Saviour.    Amen. 


••o*- 


For  Wednesday  of  the  Fourth  Week  in  Lent. 


The  Ten  Lepebs. 

Iti  POINT.    Jesus  sets  forward  to  Jerusalem  for 
Bis  last  Passover. — The  Lord  of  life  drawB  neax  t(^  ^^ 
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own  Death,  that  He  may  purchase  eternal  life  for 
repentant  sinners ;  all  praise,  glory,  and  thanksgiying 
be  nnto  Him !      It  is  the  Jewish  festival,  when  the 
Paschal  Lamb  is  to  be  offered  np — a  type  of  Himself. 
Then  His  persecutors  will  slay  "  the  Lamb  of  Grod  tiiat 
taketh  away  the  sin  of  the  world."    0  my  soul,  prepare 
thyself  with  renewed  love  to  follow  thy  Saviour's  foot- 
steps to  the  Cross.    Examine  thyself,  whether  thou  art 
worthy ;  call  back  to  remembrance  all  the  past  sins  of 
a  life-long  disobedience.    Think  how  His  golden  rules, 
His  invitations,  promises,  and  warnings,  have  been 
neglected ;  how  the  bitter  fruits  of  thy  transgressions 
are  forgotten.    Contemplate  Him  in  the  beauty  of  Hb 
holiness,  in  His  attractive  graces,  in  His  watchingB,  His 
prayers,  His  fastings.  His  persecutions  endured  for  thy 
sake.    Li  deep  and  lowly  self-abasement  bow  before 
Him,  as  the  Divine  Fountain  of  compassion.    He  will 
not  cast  thee  off;  He  will  open  unto  thee  fresh  springs 
of  light,  and  faith,  and  love ;  thou  shalt  be  sprinkled 
with  His  own  saving  blood,  to  thy  exceeding  joy. 

2nd  POINT,  The  Lepers  are  healed.— St.  Luke 
says,  *'  As  He  went  to  Jerusalem,  He  passed  throngb 
the  midst  of  Samaria  and  Galilee."  Somewhere  on  the 
way,  "  as  He  entered  into  a  certain  village,  there  met 
Him  two  men  that  were  Lepers."  These  unfortunates, 
not  allowed  to  enter,  sat  outside  at  the  gate,  as  the  law 
ordained.  Sorrowful,  and  suffering  from  that  most 
fearful  of  maladies — which  was  under  a  special  curse 
as  being  the  very  embodiment  of  the  loathsomeness 
of  sin — they  were  banished  from  all  society.  But  Christ 
draws  near,  the  heavenly  Physician,  the  Great  Worker 
of  miracles.  The  brightness  of  His  presence  sheds  a  ray 
of  sunshine  on  their  disconsolate  hearts.  They  knew  that 
He  had  ]X)wer  to  heal  them,  if  only  He  were  graciously 
willing.  Conscious  of  their  uncleanness,  "  they  stood  afer 
off,  and  lifted  up  their  voices, '  Jesus,  Master,  have  mercy 
on  us.'  **    He  was  moved  to  pity,  and  said,  "Go,  show 
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onrselvos  unto  the  priests/'  as  the  Jewish  law  ordained, 
liere  was  no  touch  of  the  Diyine  hand ;  He  spake  not 
16  word  of  promise,  "  I  will,  be  thou  clean,"  as  once 
efore  (Mark  i  41) ;  but,  "  Go,  show  yourselves  unto 
he  priests"  —  meaning  to  honour  the  ordinance  of 
rod.  They  obeyed  His  word ;  and  it  came  to  pass 
hat,  as  they  went,  they  were  cleansed.  In  like  manner 
Lraw  near  to  Christ,  the  Saviour,  all  ye  who  feel  the 
lague  of  your  own  hearts,  the  leprosy  of  sin,  unclean 
nd  contagious,  which  separates  you  from  all  that  is 
iOly  on  earth  or  in  Heaven.  Come  to  Him  in  true 
penitential  sorrow;  cry  unto  Him,  "Jesus,  Master 
lave  mercy  upon  us.**  If  ye  are  contrite  and  humbled, 
le  will  comfort  and  heal  you,  and  send  you  on  your 
TOy  r^'oicing,  to  offer  before  His  altar  the  acceptable 
lacrifice  of  grateful  love.  But  He  would  have  us  use 
lie  appointed  meaais  for  our  cleansing.  "  Go,  show 
rourselves  unto  the  priests  ''*  was  not  said  for  them 
ilone. 

3rd  POINT.  Only  one  returned  to  give  thanks. — 
^ine  of  these  Lepers  were  Jews,  the  other  a  Samaritan ; 
16  was  the  only  one  whose  heart  was  touched  with  a 
lense  of  gratitude.  Those  who  had  the  greatest  privi- 
eges  were  the  least  disposed  to  thankfulness.  He  who 
vas  contemned  by  the  Israelite  alone  came  to  glorify 
Us  BenefEUstor.  When  he  saw  that  he  was  healed, 
le  turned  back,  and  with  a  loud  voice  glorified  God 
nd  fell  down  on  his  face  at  His  feet,  giving  Him 
hanks.  A  little  before  he  cried  out  in  an  agony — now 
16  drew  near  in  joyful,  thankful  love,  and  worshipped. 
'Arise  [said  our  gracious  Lord],  go  tiiy  way,  thy  faith 
ttth  made  thee  whole."  Sorrowfully  He  added, "  Were 
here  not  ten  cleansed  ?  but  where  are  the  nine  ?  there 
le  not  found  that  returned  to  give  glory  to  Grod,  save 
bis  stranger."  He  was  not  surprised ;  He  knew  what 
ras  in  man,  but  grieved  for  the  hard  spirit  of  the 
banklefis  nine,  mildly  pointing  the  rebuke  as  a  warning 
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to  others.  Giatitade  is  one  of  the  larest  yirtnes  of  the 
human  heart.  If  it  were  not  so,  our  thoughts  would 
live  in  Heaven ;  onr  highest  joy  would  be  one  constant 
strain  of  thanksgiving,  even  as  the  mercies  of  a  heayenly 
Father  flow  in  one  unceasing  stream. 

0  most  glorious  God,  Thou  art  exceedingly  mercifdl. 
the  perfection  of  all  graces,  the  fountain  of  all  gooa 
gifts ;  health  and  peace,  and  all  the  blessings  of  this 
hfe,  are  from  Thy  springs  of  love.  Above  all,  wonderful 
is  Thy  goodness  in  giving  Thy  eternal  Son  our  Lord  to 
hoal  our  leprosy  of  sin.  In  His  name  we  approadi 
Thee ;  but  in  the  deepest  humility,  standing  afiEur  off; 
for  Thou  art  a  holy  God,  and  we  are  unclean  as  lepers, 
thankless  sinners,  full  of  the  corruptions  of  the  flesh. 
Lord,  have  mercy  on  us.  Hear  our  prayer,  that  ve 
may  be  purified.  Grant  unto  us  the  spirit  of  praise  and 
thanksgiving,  that  we  may  never  forget  Thy  bounties, 
but  day  by  day  set  forth  Thy  glory  in  a  holy  life,  as  ■ 
loving  children  of  a  reconciled  Father.    Amen, 


For  Thursday  of  the  Fourth  Week  in  Lent, 

The  Tbub  Spibit  of  Fbayeb. 

1st  POINT,  Perseverance  in  Prayer.— We  ha'* 
seen  how  often  our  Lord,  by  His  example,  and  lessoHB 
of  Divine  wisdom,  taught  His  disciples  the  blessing  rf 
prayer  to  God.  And  now  "  He  spake  a  Parable  to  ti* 
intent,  that  men  ought  always  to  pray  and  not  to  fiunt 
There  was  in  a  city  a  judge,  which  feared  not  God, 
neither  regarded  men."    When  a  poor  widow  pleadfld 
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r  cause  before  him,  he  would  not  for  a  while  listen  to 
r;  but  at  length,  wearied  by  her  frequent  coming, 
granted  her  petition.  From  this  story  Jesus  declares 
e  jwwer  of  persevering  prayer  to  a  heavenly  Father ; 
lall  not  Gknl  [He  asks]  mudh  more  readily  "  hear  His 
m  elect,  which  cry  day  and  night  before  Him?  I 
11  you  that  He  well  ;"  though  for  a  while  He  may  not 
ve  the  answer.  The  hour  of  prayer  is  every  hour ; 
le  place  every  place.  Let  the  devout  and  humble 
ral  perpetuaUy  rise  up  to  His  throne :  U  never  prays 
'c9ie:  millions  through  the  earth  are  also  kneeling, 
od  millions  in  the  realms  of  light ;  this  is  the  blessed 
Dseen  Communion  of  saints,  joining  in  adoration  unto 
in,  "  Who  was,  and  is,  and  is  to  come." 
0  my  soxil,  how  is  it  that  thou  art  so  insensible,  so 
le^und  in  thy  cold  prison  of  the  flesh,  that  thou 
mst  not,  wilt  not,  be  kindled  by  the  celestial  fire  of 
le  Holy  Spirit  to  worship  a  heavenly  Father?  The 
tore  intently  thou  art  engaged  in  prayer,  the  higher 
Km  wilt  rise  to  Him,  the  more  He  will  reveal  Himsdf 
►  thee,  the  more  thou  wilt  delight  in  Him,  and  love 
im  supremely. 

2nd  POINT.  Humility  in  prayer.— The  true  spirit 
f  acceptable  prayer  is  a  contrite  sense  of  our  many 
unsgressions  against  the  holy  law  of  God.  Without 
9)entance  and  humility  no  prayer  avails,  for  all  have 
nned.  Let  the  proud  knee  bend,  and  the  self-applaud- 
tg  heart  lie  low  in  the  presence  of  Grod.  This  lesson 
ir  Lord  repeated  in  the  Parable  of  the  Fhabisbe  and 
DBUOAN,  who  "went  up  into  the  Temple  to  pray." 
be  arrogant  Pharisee  thinks  within  himself  that  ha 
IB  ao  need  of  mercy,  oflFers  no  petiticm,  but  boldly 
anks  God  that  he  is  not  as  other  men  are,  ^'eitor- 
ners,  ui^just,  adulterers,"  or  even  as  this  sinner, 
mting  the  finger  of  scorn  to  the  sorrowful  Publican. 
le  other,  under  a  deep  sense  of  his  own  unworthinesB, 
ttandtng  afeur  off,  would  not  lift  up  so  much  aa  hiai 
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eyes  xmto  Heaven,  bnt  smote  upon  his  breast,  saying, 
*  Grod,  be  merciful  to  me  a  sinner.' '''  All  Scripture  tells 
us  which  of  two  such  men  are  most  acceptable  before 
the  Divine  throne.  "  The  sacrifices  of  Grod  are  a  broken 
spirit :  a  broken  and  a  dbntrite  heart,  0  God,  Thou 
wilt  not  despise  "  (Ps.  li.  17).  This  is  the  language  of 
the  whole  Bible,  confirmed  by  the  judgment  of  our 
Lord,  "I»tell  you,  this  man  [the  humble  Publican] 
went  down  to  his  house  justified  rather  than  tiie 
other." 

Srd  POINT.  Spiritual  Pride.— If  the  arrogance  of 
the  Pharisee  does  not  exactly  represent  any  large  dasB 
among  the  professors  of  religion,  spiritual  pride  is  no 
uncommon  fault.  Few  men  would  venture  to  say  to 
another,  "  Stand  by  thyself;  come  not  near  to  me,  fori 
am  holier  than  thou  "  (Isai.  Ixv.  5).  Yet  many,  forget 
fill  of  their  own  faults,  are  apt  to  pass  hard  judgmeilt 
on  others  who  make  less  profession.  How  little  is  there 
of  lowliness  of  mind,  renouncing  its  own  merits,  and 
having  but  one  noble  rivalry  in  the  love  of  Grod,  and 
the  imitation  of  the  Spirit  of  Jesus  Christ !  But  "whilst 
the  self-wise  and  spiritually  proud  wrangle,  the  mil- 
lions are  held  in  the  bondage  of  sin :  the  Kingdom  of 
the  Messiah  languishes. 

0  my  God,  who  am  I,  that  I  should  come  into  Tby 
presence?  a  miserable  siimer,  who  transgresses  dayaftei 
day  against  Thy  righteous  laws.  In  the  lowest  ranks 
of  ITiy  adoring  worshippers  I  bow  before  Thee.  I 
repent,  0  Lord,  I  repent,  even  as  the  Publican  in  th^ 
Parable.  0  save  me  from  the  pride  of  the  Pharisee, 
that  I  may  know  the  iniquity  of  my  own  heart  May 
Thy  mercy  prevail  over  Thy  justice  for  the  sake  of  the 
precious  Blood  of  Christ  my  Saviour,  that  being  justified 
in  Thy  sight  through  His  all-prevailing  merits,  I  ^ 
abide  in  lowlineaa  oi  spmt»    Amen, 
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For  Friday  of  the  Fourth  Week  in  Lent, 


;tst  teaches  on  His  Way  to  the  Last  Passover. 

1  POINT,  The  Christian  law  of  Divorce.— Whilst 
;  multitudes  followed  our  Lord,  seeking  to  be  healed 
leir  infirmities,  and  instructed  in  His  Gospel,  the 
)us  Pharisees  everywhere  sought  to  entangle  Him 
is  words.  *'  They  came  unto  Him  [somewhere  on 
road  to  Jerusalem],  tempting  Him,  and  saying, '  Is 
svful  for  a  man  to  put  away  his  wife  for  every 
3  V  **  No  question  of  morals  more  deeply  affects  the 
:y  and  happiness  of  society  than  the  law  of  divorce. 
'  the  Saviour's  answer : "  Have  ye  not  read,  that  Hb 
;h  made  them  at  the  beginning  made  them  male 
female,  and  said,  'For  this  cause  shall  a  man 
)  father  and  mother,  and  shall  cleave  to  his  wife : 
they  twain  shall  be  one  flesh?'  What  therefore 
hath  joined  together  let  no  man  put  asunder." 
n  they  inquired  how  this  was  to  be  reconciled  with 
law  of  Moses,  He  solemnly  declared,  "  Whosoever 
put  away  his  wife,  except  for  fornication,  and 
marry  another,  committetih  adultery :  and  whoso 
ieth  her  which  is  put  away  doth  commit  adultery." 
1  words  are  these :  they  stand  for  ev^r.  Christ  hath 
ired,  "  Heaven  and  earth  shall  pass  away,  but  My 
Is  shall  not  pass  away  "  (Maft.  xxiv.  25).  The  Divine 
lance  is,  *'  What  God  hath  joined  together  let  not 
put  asunder.'*  Men  and  nations  may  contradict 
aw  of  God,  and  make  laws  of  their  own  device  to 
the  loose  morals  of  the  world ;  but  never  can  they 
this  sentence  from  the  records  of  His  Kingdom, 
my  soul,  knowest  thou  not  that  the  Lord  is  a  God 
jliness,  and  hath  given  thee  righteous  lows  ioi  ^^ 


from  Uie  least  approach  to  deadly  bib,  w1 
Iving  Ihee  misery  in  thia  life,  and  niake  thes 
from  Heaven.  0  turn  in  mercy  to  m^  0  mj 
keep  me  spotless  in  Thy  sight. 

2nd  POINT.  "Suffer  little  ehifdMn  to  ( 
Me."— Far  different  from  tbe  impure  and  craf^ 
was  the  next  group  that  drew  near  to  oar  Lc 
passed  along.  Faithful  women  in  the  crowd 
little  children  unto  Him,  that  He  should  put 
upon  them."  l^ey  justly  thought  the  sac 
would  convey  a  blea^g  to  their  infante;  i 
His  dieoiploB  rebnked  them.  He  was  much  ( 
aayii^,  "  Suffer  little  children  to  come  nntc 
fbrbid  tliem  not;  for  of  Boch  is  the  Ci] 
Heaven."  Thus  from  the  beginning  of  Hif 
He  had  taught  His  hearers  that  hnmility,  iuno 
meekness  are  the  laws  of  His  GoBpel.  When 
the  Saviour  of  tlte  world  takii^  children  into 
and  putting  His  hands  upon  them,  and  bless 
we  are  encouraged  to  bring  them  to  Hipi  a' 
Pont  in  their  infimoy,  that  they  may  be  bapti; 
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it  never  think  of  it.  How  many  in  every  little 
every  land,  signed  with  the  sign  of  His  Cross, 
glected,  deserted,  or  bereaved  of  parents,  or 
weak  and  helpless  as  children,  demand  our 
y^!  Their  tender  voices  cry  to  ns  for  sym- 
od,  raiment,  instruction ;  and  they  are  Chrisf  s 
5S,  lambs  of  the  Grood  Shepherd.  He  would 
m  cared  for,  fed,  and  clothed,  and  especially 
ip  to  know  tiiat  they  are  His,  to  love  and  wor- 
Q.  Has  He  not  said,  that  "their  angels  do 
)ehold  the  face  of  their  Father  Which  is  in 
"  Yes,  angels  are  with  them,  and  with  those 
}ure  them.  Let  us,  then,  be  tiieir  angels  too. 
Qore  worthy,  none  more  blessed,  none  more  rich 
30  of  reward :  for  hereafter  He  will  say  to  all 
3  protected  them,  "  Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done 
ne  of  the  least  of  these  My  brethren,  ye  have 
nto  Me  "  (Mati  xxv.  40). 

'  Saviour,  Who  didst  especially  love  innocent 
whilst  on  earth,  and  didst  conunand  them  to 
ht  unto  Thee,  and  now  beholdest  with  the  eye 

all  who  are  like  minded,  grant  imto  me  their 
d  lowly  spirit.  Eenew  my  whole  nature,  to 
is  a  little  child.  0  sweetly  draw  me  by  Thy 
follow  Thy  example,  and  delight  to  bring  the 

Thy  flock  to  Thee,  that  they  may  know  the 
Jieir  Good  Shepherd,  and  never  wander  from 
'..  0  lead  us  through  all  the  temptations  of 
d  in  innocency  of  life,  that  we  may  reach  Thy 

pastures,  there  to  rejoice  with  all  the  saints  in 
ling  peace.    Amen, 


I 
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&etjent5  Sl^rtitation* 

For  Saturday  of  the  Fourth  Week  in  Lent 


The  Kich  young  Euleb. 

Ist  POINT.  His  self-confidence. — As  Jesus  con- 
tinued His  jonmey  to  Jerusalem  there  came  a  rich 
young  Euler  running  to  meet  Him,  and  kneeled,  saying, 
"  Good  Master,  what  shall  I  do  to  inherit  eternal  lifef 
Our  Lord  replied,  "  If  thou  wilt  enter  into  life,  keep 
the  commandments.  .  .  .  Thou  shalt  do  no  murder; 
Thou  shalt  not  conmait  adultery ;  Thou  shalt  not  steal; 
Thou  shalt  not  bear  false  witness ;  Honour  thy  fete 
and  thy  mother;  and  Thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbour  as 
thyself."  The  young  man  answered,  "All  these  things 
have  I  kept  from  my  youth  up :  what  lack  I  yet? 
Then  Jesus  beholding  him,  loved  him.  He  knew  the 
honest  purpose  of  his  heart ;  and  there  is  not  a  more 
engaging  or  noble  sight  than  the  virtuous  career  of  a 
youth,  maintaining  his  innocence  amidst  the  tempta- 
tions of  the  world,  and  having  the  courage  to  avow 
that  he  seeks  an  inheritance  beyond  the  present  life. 

2nd  POINT,  Sell  that  thou  hast,  and  give  to  the 
poor. — But  the  rich  young  Euler's  question,  ""What 
lack  I  yet  ?"  betrayed  an  over-confidence  that  required 
a  sharp  corrective.  His  conscience  was  quite  at  ease; 
he  sxx)ke  familiarly — "  good  Master," and  "eternal life," 
"  all  these  have  I  kept  from  my  youth  up."  Thus 
many  who  freely  talk  of  religion,  believing  themselTee 
to  be  within  the  cii-cle  of  the  elect,  deceive  tlieir  own 
hearts ;  their  assurance  rests  on  a  hollow  foundation. 
Our  Lord,  knowing  that  the  love  of  money  was  his 
besetting  temptation,  would  perfect  him  by  casting  out 
the  one  great  "hmdiane^  \.o  \i^  advance  in  spiritual 
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le  thing  thou  lackest :  Go  thy  way ;  sell  whatsoever 
1  hast,  and  give  to  the  poor,  and  thon  shalt  have 
Lsure  in  Heaven ;  and  come,  follow  Me."  The  yonng 
1  coTild  not  yield  up  the  besetting  passion,  and  went 
•y  grieved,  for  he  had  great  possessions. 

rd  POINT.  To  serve  Christ  we  must  make  some 
rifice. — After  all,  then,  the  young  Euler's  obedience 
the  commandments  had  cost  him  nothing;  his 
ctions  were  set  upon  an  idol.  To  part  with  his 
thly  treasures— -so  dear  to  him — was  too  great  a 
rifice  in  exchange  for  eternal  life.  ''When  Jesus 
r  that  he  went  away  sorrowful.  He  looked  round 
►nt,  and  saith  unto  His  disciples, '  How  hardly  shall 
J  that  have  riches  enter  into  the  Kingdom  of  God ! 
'  it  is  easier  for  a  camel  to  go  through  a  needle's  eye, 
n  for  a  rich  man  to  enter  into  the  Kingdom  of  God.' " 
ih  is  the  imceasing  conflict  ever  going  on  in  the 
om  of  man— the  trial  of  our  faith  in  a  choice  between 
attractions  of  the  earth  and  the  promises  of  Heaven, 
all  have  some  idol  of  the  heart  that  stands  opposed 
•ur  love  for  God ;  not  always  wealth—perhaps  we 
e  it  not — but  some  object  of  attachment,  some  pur- 
,  which  absorbs  all  our  thoughts  and  interest.  To 
1  of  us  Christ  says,  "  Give  up  for  My  sake  whatso- 
:  hinders  thy  service  to  Me;  and  rich  shall  be 
reward." 

blessed  Jesus,  Who  dost  teach  us  to  prize  the  joys 
[eaven  beyond  all  the  pleasures  of  life,  grant  us  Thy 
»  to  look  unto  Thee  as  our  chief  delight.  Thou 
;  promised  to  them  that  follow  Thee  such  good  things 
pass  man's  understanding.  May  we  day  by  day 
w  strong  in  faith,  drawing  nearer  to  Thee,  that 
may  be  made  partakers  of  Thy  heavenly  treasure. 
X  all  our  aflfections  on  Thee,  the  Saviour  of  sinners. 

not  riches  or  the  vanities  of  this  world  take  po^aea- 
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sion  of  our  hearts.  Thou  art  the  hope  of  all  the 
of  the  earthy  the  Fountam  of  eternal  bliss,  Lord  of 
the  Heaven  of  heavens  with  the  Almighty  Father, 
the  Holy  Spirit,  to  Whom  the  angels  and  archaDj 
the  cherubim  and  the  seraphim,  pay  their  adoration. 
Ame7i, 
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PASSION-TEDE. 

PREPARATION. 

2r  now  on  the  mystery  of  our  most  blessed 
'assion  and  Death.    It  is  of  all  others  a  season 
n  contemplation,  when  every  devout  soul  bows 
1   lowest  humiliation,  weeping,  fasting,  and 
to  the  (jod  of  love.    Well  may  we  lament  with 
tears  the  sorrows   of  a   righteous  Saviour, 
i,  and  scourged,  and  hanging  on  the  shameful 
r  our  sakes.    By  these  He  purchased  for  us 
and  grace,  consolation,  and  acceptance  before 
her's  throne.     His   sinking  soul  and   bitter 
Eis  moaning  voice,  His  words  of  love  in  the 
;  hours  of  torment,  live  in  our  memories,  and 
0  our  aflfections.    Now  Calvary  is  near:  the 
all  our  hopes  will  breathe  out  those  piteous 
'Father,  into    Thy   hands   I  commend   My 
His  sacred  head  will  droop  upon  His  breast, 
will  "  yield  up  the  ghost."    0  dreadful,  heart- 
sight!  the  sun  did  hide  its  face,  the  earth 
and  the  heavens   darkly  frowned!    bearing 
to  the  terrible  indignation  of  the  Highest! 
then,  as  far  as  our  earthly  infirmities  will 
strive  to  cast  away  all  other  thoughts,  that 
day  we  may  love  Him  more  tenderly,  repent 
eply  of  our  sins,  more  earnestly  seek  all  our 
us  in  His  service.    If  we  daily  offer  to  Him 
•ifice  of  our  hearts  in  a  humble  and  contrite 
e  may  hope  to  rejoice  in  the  brightness  of 
Qoming,  and  hear  the  happy  news  of  angels, 
;  at  the  sepulchre,  "  He  is  not  here :   but  is 
He  said." 
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ifirjst  fl^eHitation^ 

For  Swiday  in  Passion  Week, 


Christ  eevbals  to  the  Twelve  His  approachihg 

Death. 

Ist  POINT.  Jesus  draws  nigh  to  Jerusalem.— Thw 
far  we  have  been  permitted  to  follow  the  sacred  foot- 
steps of  our  Lord  throughout  Galilee  and  Judsea.  And  i 
who  would  not  linger  on,  listening  to  that  sweet  Toice, 
as  He  discoursed  of  His  Father's  love  to  man  ?  "Who 
could  tire  of  hearing  His  lessons  of  Divine  wisdom  . 
His  gracious  promises  of  a  blessed  future,  and  tiM 
ecstatic  joy  of  the  presence  of  Grod  in  the  everlasiwi 
mansions?  Who  would  not  take  delight  in  the  reccad 
of  those  Divine  miracles  that  shed  health  and  joy  nix* 
the  surrounding  multitudes?  for  St.  John  says, "There 
were  also  many  other  things  which  Jesus  did,  tto 
which,  if  they  should  be  written  every  one,  I  suppose 
that  even  the  world  itself  would  not  contain  Hw 
books  that  should  be  written"  (John  xxi.  25).  Bnl 
the  fatal  hour,  so  often  foretold,  draws  near :  the  awfiil 
spectacle  of  His  Death  awaits  us  in  Jerusalem.  Thither 
we  must  bear  Him  company  to  behold  His  sorrows;  to 
hear  the  bitter  cry  of  His  agony  in  the  garden  of 
Gethsemane ;  to  weep  beneath  His  Cross,  as  He  bleeds 
and  laments,  and  exclaims  in  the  desolation  of  His  soul, 
"  My  Grod,  My  God,  why  hast  Thou  forsaken  Me." 

2nd  POINT.  Jesus  exactly  foretells  His  sufferinp* 
— As  our  Lord  drew  near  to  Jerusalem,  with  tin 
crowds  going  up  to  the  Passover,  "He  took  fti 
Twelve  disciples  apart.  .  .  .  and  began  to  tell  tiiflO 
what  things  should  happen  unto  Him.  .  .  .  'BehflU 
we  go  up  to  Jerusalem,  and  all  things  that  are  writitt 
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the  prophets  concerning  the  Son  of  Man  shall  foe 
omplished.  ...  He  shall  be  betrayed  nnto  the 
ief  Priests,  and  unto  the  Scribes,  and  they  shall 
idemn  Him. to  death,  and  shall  deliver  Him  to  the 
ntiles  to  mock,  and  to  scourge,  and  to  crucify  Him.' " 
according  to  St.  Mark,  "  They  shall  mock  Him,  and 
(U  scourge  Him,  and  shall  spit  upon  Him,  and  shall 
I  Him  :'*  and  according  to  St.  Luke,  *'  He  shall  be 
ivered  unto  the  Gentiles,  and  shall  be  mocked,  and 
tefully  entreated,  and  spit  upon:  and  they  shall 
iprge  Him,  and  put  Him  to  death.^' 

\rd  POINT,  Let  us  beware  how  we  crucify  the 
I  of  Grod  afresh.—- O  inconceivable  love  of  God  the 
iberl  to  give  His  Well-beloved  Son  thus  to  suffer 

His  disobedient  children,  that  they  might  be 
bred  to  His  favour!  0  mystical  charity  of  our 
3sed  Eedeemer,  Who  knowing  all  His  sufferings, 
»ve  His  back  to  the  smiters,  and  His  cheeks  to 
m  that  plucl^ed  off  the  hair;  Who  hid  not  His  face 
Q  shame  and  spitting  "  (Isaiah  1.  6).    Alas !  it  was 

sin  of  man,  and  our  sins,  that  brought  Him  to 
36  extremities,  to  make  Atonement  for  us.  And 
>  is  worthy  to  reproach  the  Jews  for  his  agonizing 
.th  ?  Said  He  not  amidst  His  torments,  "  Father, 
;ive  them,  for  they  know  not  what  they  do  V  But 
r  we  sinners  know  full  well  against  Whom  we 
nd,  having  the  light  of  His  Gospel  to  assure  us  that 
has  risen  from  the  grave  to  His  Glory. 
•  my  selfish,  sinful  soul,  bow  down  prostrate  in 
itent  sorrow  for  thy  part  in  the  dreadful  event, 
m  liast  no  excuse  for  thy  transgressions :  and  how 
Q  bast  thou  grieved  Him,  and  put  Him  to  op^i 
me,  loving  the  world  better  than  thy  Saviour!  thus 
^ifjing  to  thyself  the  Son  oi  God  afresh !  Contemplate 

Bp|»Daching  sufferings  on  Calvary.  Weep,  and 
mh  l»ty  and  praise  Him,  love  and  adore  Him,  as 
\i  callest  to  mind  tha  words  ofEi&  prophet, '' T^  \\» 


{ 
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nothing  to  you,  all  ye  that  pass  by?  Behold,  and  see 
if  there  be  any  sorrow  like  unto  My  sorrow,  which  was 
done  unto  Me,  wherewith  the  Lord  did  afflict  Me  in  the 
day  of  His  fierce  anger  **  QLiameni  i.  12). 

Eraser* 

0  gracious  Saviour,  marvellous  is  Thy  love  to  fallen 
man!  I  most  faithfully  believe  that  Thou  earnest 
into  the  world  to  do  the  Will  of  Thy  Heavenly  Father, 
Who  is  the  God  of  love,  to  purchase  by  Thy  death  tiie 
salvation  of  sinners.  Who  can  worthily  praise  Thee 
for  Thy  goodness  in  this  Divine  Sacrifice?  Now,tii6 
time  of  Thy  sufferings  drawing  nigh.  Thou  didst 
stedfastly  set  Thy  face  to  go  towards  Jerusalem,  to 
deliver  Thyself  into  the  hands  of  Thy  cruel  enenriei. 
Permit  me,  unworthy  though  I  am,  to  follow  Thee 
step  by  step  to  Calvary,  that  I  may  behold  Thi» 
agonies,  and  learn  from  them  the  hatefiilness  of  sm  ii 
the  sight  of  a  Holy  God,  which  required  such  an  h 
Atonement.  0  kindle  my  cold  heart  to  a  hmnUe  |E 
adoring  flame  of  love  for  this  Thy  marvellous  compassion. 
Amen, 


&)econD  Sl^eDftation* 

For  Monday  in  Passion  Week, 


The  Divine  Perfections  of  Christ. 

l8t  POINT,  The  multitude  not  aware  of  His  ap- 
proaching death.— The  sorrowful  announcement  of  our 
Lord,  that  He  was  on  His  way  to  Jerusalem  to  dift 
vras  reserved  for  the  chosen  disciples ;  *'  He  took  tt* 
Twelve  apart."  It  was  not  revealed  to  the  fldde 
Ti'iUltitude.  In  this  moment  of  their  mistaken  Vf^ 
they  had  no  t\iavx^\.  oi  His  Gross.     Their  puipo»  K 


^ 
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3r  was^  to  place  Him  on  the  throne  of  David^  as 
'  Great  Messiah.  Many  indeed  among  them  would; 
been  overwhelmed  with  sorrow  at  the  thought  of 
an  soldiers  putting  to  death  their  £enefiEU)tor< 
,t  would  not  the  widow  of  Nain  have  done  to  save 
fi,  the  Saviour  of  her  only  son?  With  what 
3gs  of  love  and  gratitude  would  the  little  daughter 
airus  have  grieved!  Mary  Magdalene  too^  and 
3  other  loving  women,  who  ministered  unto  Him  of 
'  substance,  would  have  crowded  round  in  tears  to 
his  steps. 

d  POINT,  Christ  the  Saviour  of  the  soul.— 
)rtheless,  though  He  had  mercifully  released  so 
Y  from  their  bodily  ailments,  and  from  death 
f^  Jesus  had  a  higher  task  to  accomplish  for  them, 
must  make  Atonement  for  their  sins,  blotting 
I  out  in  His  own  Blood,  ere  they  could  be  with 
in  His  everlasting  mansions.  This  was  the 
oae  of  His  coming  on  earth;  this  the  loving  will 
is  Heavenly  Father,— to  be  accomplished  on  the 
3.  Suppose,  for  a  moment,  this  were  the  history 
>me  earthly  i)ersonage,  wonderful  in  wisdom,  ex- 
.  in  power,  oflfering  himself  to  a  volimtary,  igno- 
ous,  and  dreadful  deaths  that  he  might  save  his 
rest  enemies,  who  were  justly  condemned  to  perish, 
pue  that  they  were  to  be  the  very  perpetrators  of 
act,  reviling  him,  and  spitefully  adding  to  his 
ante  by  their  scorn  and  derision  : — yet,  foreseeing 
his,  he  would  not  withhold  himself!  What  a 
me  example  of  heroism  and  benevolence  it  would 
>nt !  Yet  the  Inoabnatb  Son  op  God  is  about  to 
lit  such  a  spectacle  as  this. 

I  POINT,  Christ  the  Great  Teacher  of  the 
L — Jesus  of  Nazareth  had  passed  through  the 
of  Canaan,  i)eopled  with  millions,  everywhere 
snsing  health  and  life,  feeding  them  miraculously 
a  few  loaves,  delivering  those  who  were  pos8fe^«fc^ 
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with  eyil  spirits,  healing  the  deaf,  the  dnmh,  the 
blind,  the  lepers,  raising  the  dead.  But  obeene 
especially  His  Divine  Wisdom.  Filled  with  the  knoir* 
ledge  of  all  heavenly  truths.  He  had  put  to  silence 
the  learning  of  the  Scribes  and  Babbis,  even  out  of 
their  own  Scriptures.  .  .  .  Having  created  man  in 
His  own  Divine  image, — the  image  of  Gkxi,  He  had 
declared  the  great  truth  of  the  immortahty  of  the 
soul,  and  Himself  as  the  Source  and  Fulness  of  that 
Divine  Life  in  man.  He  had  delivered  a  code  of 
laws  for  the  happiness  of  mankind,  more  pure,  and 
exalted,  than  had  ever  before  entered  into  the  mind 
of  the  wisest  lawgivers  to  conceive;  yet  so  simple, 
short,  and  clear,  so  universal,  that  the  most  ignorant 
might  understand.  He  had  opened  out  the  secrets  of 
heaven,  hitherto  veiled  from  human  knowledge ;  andths 
great  purposes  of  the  invisible,  inoomprehensTble  God, 
enthroned  in  b'ght.  Again  and  again  he  had  declaiel 
Himself  to  be  the  Son  of  that  One  God,  from  everlasfciBg 
the  Partner  of  His  Throne.  And  lastly  He  had  as- 
nounced  the  unfathomable  mystery  of  the  Holy  Ghoek, 
One  in  essence,  power,  and  eternity  with  the  Father  and 
Himself,  Three  Persons  in  One  living  and  true  God! 
Yet  being  all  this.  He  foretells  the  dread  iact,  that  Be 
is  to  die  the  death  of  a  malefactor  I 

0  Lord  Jesus,  Son  of  the  Highest,  the  Word  and 
Wisdom  of  God,  I  bow  down  before  Thee  in  the 
lowest  prostration  of  soul  and  body,  to  worship  and 
glorify  Thee,  the  Redeemer  of  the  world.  Had  then 
been  many  worlds  of  sinners  to  save,  Thy  most  precious, 
sacred  Blood  would  have  been  an  all-sufficient  atone- 
ment in  the  sight  of  Thy  Heavenly  Father,  Who  loved  ■ 
Thee  before  and  above  all  worlds.  Yet  Thoil  didrt 
condescend  to  regard  each  miserable  sinner,  even  such 
as  I  am,  and  to  die  iox  «Al.    0  let  me  hide  myself  i> 
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ij  wounds;  and  Thou  wilt  not  cast  me  out ;  for  Thy 
«d  is  true,  and  Thy  promises  of  mercy  to  penitent 
lis  can  never  fsul*  All  glory,  thanksgiving,  and 
uae  be  unto  Thee,  now  and  evermore.    Amen. 


-c^ 


^5irD  a^rtftatfon. 

For  Tttesday  in  Fas$ion  Week. 

The  Sutfebings  of  Ghbist. 

Ist  POINT,  Betrayed  by  one  of  His  disciples. — 
9  wonder  that  their  Divine  Master's  words  were 
lyond  the  understanding  of  His  disciples,  who  loved 
im,  and  had  witnessed  His  mighty  deeds.  How 
old  One  so  endued  with  miraculous  'power  "be 
trayed?"  By  whom  could  treachery  of  so  deep  a 
•e  be  perpetrated?  They  had  forgotten  those  words 
Capernaum,  *' WiU  ye  also  go  away?  have  I  not 
OBen  you  Twelve  ?  and  one  of  you  is  a  devil."  They 
ew  not  that  He  would  be  sold  by  Judas,  denied  by 
fter,  and  forsaken  by  them  all!  No  doubt  the 
retous  Judas  had  secretly  been  a  spy  upon  His  words 
i  actions — perhaps  already  in  the  pay  of  the  Chief 
iests — not  believing  that  He  was  the  true  Messias, 
d  willing  in  any  case  to  make  friends  with  His 
ister's  debtors,  like  the  Unjust  Steward  in  the 
jrable.  He  had  no  sense  of  the  honour  of  His 
nstleship ;  was  a  wretched  groveller  after  pelf,  think- 
^  that  no  eye  was  upon  him. 

0  my  soul,  beware  how  thou  dost  barter  all  thy 
pes  for  the  wicked  indulgence  in  any  secret  sin,  and 
m  defile  the  temple  within  thee,  which  is  consecrated 
file  fliernce  of  God.  It  is  a  bad  bargain  to  have  all 
m  Ganet  desire  on  earth — ^and  in  the  end  be  lo«i\)\ 
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2nd  POINT.  Delivered  to  the  Gentiles.— The  repre- 
sentatiYes  of  the  Grentile  world  were  the  Boman  Centu- 
rions and  soldiers  under  the  Goyemar  Pontins  Pilate^ 
who  was  appointed  by  the  Emperor  of  Borne  to  keep 
Jerusalem^  and  the  provinces,  in  subjection.  It  seemed 
impossible  to  the  disciples,  that  He  who  came  as  the 
Great  Messias,  to  deliver  the  house  of  Israel,  shonld  be 
given  into  their  hands.  Had  He  not  promised  to'makB 
them  sit  on  twelve  thrones,  when  He  should  estaUish 
His  kingdom  ?  Had  they  not  seen  Him  in  the  gloiy  d 
His  Transfiguration,  on  the  Mount?  The  Voice  tm 
Heaven  had  declared  Him  to  be  the  beloved  Son.  Surely 
angels  will  gather  in  countless  hosts  to  deliver  Him 
from  the  bonds  of  oppression. 

Srd  P  OINT,  "  Mocked,  scourged,  and  spitted  on."- 
Impossible!  the  disciples  thought.  How  could  such 
love  be  repaid  by  cruelties  so  dreadful  ?  They  little 
imagined  how  all  Jerusalem  would  join  in  His  perEe* 
cution.  How  He  would  be  dragged  from  one  tribuDftl 
to  another,  from  the  hall  of  Caiaphas,  where  He  was 
smitten  on  the  cheek,  and  buffeted,  and  spit  upon— to 
the  judgment-seat  of  Pilate,  who  caused  Him  to  be 
umnercifully  scourged, — and  thence  to  the  palace  d 
Herod,  to  be  clothed  in  a  purple  robe  in  mockery.  YeS) 
upon  all  these  dreadful  scenes  He  will  cast  those 
eyes  which  always  look  upon  the  face  of  His  Fathfl. 
He  must  pass  through  them  in  lamb-like  meeknees,  to 
be  reflected  on  the  souls  of  all  who  should  desire  to  l)fl 
like  Him.  Of  this  number  let  me  desire  to  be,  that  I 
may  be  filled  with  His  inexhaustible  charity,  and  imitate 
His  immoveable  patience. 

0  Jesus,  my  dear  Lord,  penetrate  all  my  heart  wift 
the  sharp  wounds  of  sorrow  for  my  sins,  which  brouj^t 
on  Thee  such  indignities.  When  I  contemplate  tiie 
beauty  of  Thy  countenance,  "  fairer  than  the  childrea 
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r  men,*'  soiled  and  smitten  with  the  outpourings  of 
lalice;  and  Thy  tender  body  smarting  and  bleeding 
ith  stripes  of  the  sounding  thongs,  I  am  melted 
>  love  and  pity  for  Thyself,  and  remorse  for  my  own 
ardness  of  heart  in  haying  so  often  set  Thee  at 
aught  If  I  wonder  to  see  Thee  persecuted  by  those 
'ho  knew  Thee  not,  much  more  I  grieve  that  I,  who 
now  Thee  as  the  Son  of  Grod,  my  Benefactor  and 
;edeemer,  should  act  as  though  I  despised  Thee! 
ardon,  I  beseech  Thee,  pardon  all  that  is  past.  Hence- 
)rth  I  offer  unto  Thee  a  life  of  gratitude  and  holy 
bedience.    Amen, 


For  Wednesday  in  Passion  Week, 


SSDS  DlECLABES  THAT  He  WILL  lUSE  AGAIN  THE  ThIBD 

Day. 

Ist  POINT,  "Theyfehall  condemn  Him,  and  cru- 
ify  Him." — This  last  mournful  prophecy  of  their 
divine  Lord  most  of  all  surpassed  the  imderstanding 
f  the  disciples.  How  could  One  so  mighty  in  deeds, 
Vho  had  shown  His  power  to  make  Himself  invisible, 
od  deliver  Himself  from  the  hands  of  His  oppressors, 
e  judged,  and  condemned,  and  crucified  ?  to  hang  on  a 
ioman  cross,  the  punishment  of  thieves  and  murderers ! 
[ow  should  those  blessed  Hands,  which  gave  sight  to 
16  blind,  and  hearing  to  the  deaf,  and  health  to  the 
fpers,  be  pierced  and  torn  with  driven  nails?  How 
Mmld  those  sacred  Feet,  that  walked  on  the  waves 
f  the  sea,  and  entered  into  the  cloud  on  the  Mount, 
lead  and  quiver  to  the  strokes  of  the  hammer?  It 
as  beyond  their  comprehension;  "they  understood 
me  of  those  things:  and  the  saying  was  hid  from 
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them^   neither  knew  they  the   things  which  weie 
Bpoken." 

2nd  FO  INT,    ''The  disciples  were  amazed;  and  as 
they  followed  they  were  afraid.** — They  were  amazed 
at  their  Lord's  unalterable  resolution  to  proceed  to 
Jerusalem,  even  whilst  He  told  them  that  He  should 
be  put  to  death.    But  they  were  afraid  to  speak.  Who 
might  venture  to  say  again,  ''Be  it  far  from  Thee, 
Lord ;  this  shall  not  be  unto  Thee  V  They  remembered 
the  awful  reply  to  Peter,  on  a  former  occasion,  when 
the   over-zealous    disciple  remonstrated   against  the 
thought  of  His  suflferings.    Therefore  they  could  only 
be  silent  and  sdrrowfaL    Their  thoughts  were  of  the 
earth ;  His  were  fixed  on  heaven ;  they  were  afraid  of 
the  dangers  which  threatened  Him ;   He  desired  to  en- 
counter them,  that  He  might  satisfy  His  Father's  will, 
as  He  said  once  before,  "I  have  a  baptism  to  be 
baptized  with ;    and  how  am  I  straitened  till  it  be 
accomplished  "  (Luke  xii.  50).    This  was  "  the  joy  set 
before  Him,"  for  which  He  was  hastening  to  endure 
the  Cross,  despising  the  shame :  then  He  would  for 
ever  sit  down  at  the  right  hand  of  the  throne  of  God 
(Heb.  xii.  2). 

Srd  POINT,  Christ  the  Eesurrection  and  the  life. 
— Most  sad  and  grievous  was  the  announcement  to  the 
disciples  that  Jesus  was  to  die.  Their  only  consolation 
was,  that  whilst  He  told  them  of  His  sufferings  now 
drawing  on,  He  declared  once  more  the  great  mystery 
and  miracle  of  His  Eesurrection.  The  Son  of  Man 
shall  be  betrayed,  condemned  and  crucified,  "  and  thi 
THIRD  DAY  He  SHALL  RISE  AGAIN."  This  is  the  hope 
of  all  the  ends  of  the  world.  When  the  earthquake 
rocked  Jerusalem  to  her  foundations,  and  the  angel  of 
the  Lord  rolled  back  the  stone  from  the  door  of  Christ^ 
sepulchre,  "death  was  swallowed  up  in  victory." 
There  is  no  second  death  to  those  who  believe  on  Him*' 
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>y  His  rising  again  the  imperishable  souls  of  the 
ighteous^  having  passed  the  sorrows  of  the  flesh, 
nter  the  world  of  spirits,  which  is  their  proper  home ; 
nd  at  the  general  Eesnrrection  on  the  last  day  shall 
tand  before  their  Saviour,  and  His  holy  angels,  in 
glorified  bodies.  He  is  gone  before  to  prepare  a  place 
or  them. 

0  my  soul,  thou  hast  but  one  passport  into  the 
leavenly  City— the  merits  of  thy  Saviour's  Death  and 
]tesnrrectian«  Having  repented  of  thy  sins,  and  cast 
heir  heavy  burthen  at  the  foot  of  the  Cross,  having 
ovii^y  partaken  of  that  broken  Body,  and  those 
lowing  streams  of  His  Blood,  in  the  Holy  Sacrament 
if  His  dying  love,  thou  shalt  enter  into  the  golden 
^tes,  led  in  by  angels,  proclaiming  Jesus  to  be  the 

EtBDBBIOTIOK  AlO)  THB  LnrS. 

0  Almighty  God,  we  humbly  draw  near  unto  Thee 
tn  the  Name  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  excellency  of  all 
redeemed  souls.  Love,  joy,  and  peace  are  at  Thy  right 
iiand  for  evermore.  Who  are  we,  miserable  sinners, 
;hat  we  should  draw  nigh  unto  Thy  throne?  Un- 
ihankful  for  Thy  mercy  in  sending  Thine  only  Son  our 
Saviour  to  die  for  us,  we  have  grievously  neglected 
rhy  laws,  and  are  not  worthy  to  be  among  the  lowest 
rf  Thy  servants.  We  plead  for  pardon  through  the 
oerits  of  His  suffering  Death,  when  He  was  mocked 
nd  scourged,  and  cruelly  nailed  to  the  Tree  of  shame. 
'We  meekly  beseech  Thee,  0  Father,  to  raise  us  from 
he  death  of  sin  unto  the  life  of  righteousness,  that 
rhen  we  shall  depart  this  life  we  may  rest  in  Him: 
nd  at  the  general  Resurrection  in  the  last  day  be 
eceived  into  Thy  Kingdom.  Grant  this,  we  beseech 
fhee,  O  merciful  Father,  through  Jesus  Christ,  our 
Cediator  and  Bedeemer.    Amen. 
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For  Thursday  in  Passion  Week, 

Against  Pbksumption. 

1st  POINT.  The  ambitious  request  of  James  and 
John. — In  the  earlier  part  of  this  day,  onr  Lord  had  ' 
said  to  the  Apostles, "  When  the  Son  of  Man  shall  sit  an 
the  throne  of  His  glory,  ye  also  shall  sit  on  twelw 
thrones,  judging  the  twelve  tribes  of  Israel"  Those 
words,  and  now  the  -promise  of  His  Eesurrection  on 
the  third  day,  brought  to  their  minds  some  chain  of 
thought,  leading  to  His  future  dignities,  of  which  they 
hoped  to  be  partakers.  For  there  came  to  Him  James 
and  John,  the  sons  of  Zebedee,  saying,  "  Master,  grant 
unto  us  that  we  may  sit,  one  on  Thy  right  liand,  and 
the  other  on  Thy  left  hand,  in  Thy  glory/'  It  was  the 
same  infirmity  of  their  nature,  which  before  had 
prompted  their  ambitious  hopes,  when  the  Twelve 
'*  disputed  which  should  be  the  greatest "  (Markix.  34). 
Even  John  the  beloved  disciple  had  not  yet  learned  to 
imitate  the  meekness  of  his  Divine  Lord. 

2nd  P  01  NT,  Christ's  answer  to  them.— -James  and 
John  could  picture  to  themselves  the  joy  of  being  seated 
near  to  their  Divine  Lord  in  His  glory :  but  the  bright- 
ness of  this  vision  blinded  their  eyes  to  the  streams  of 
blood  which  must  be  shed  ere  that  blissful  day  conld 
open  upon  them.  Had  He  not  told  them  before  how 
His  disciples  must  partake  of  their  Master's  sufferings? 
as  afterwards  He  said,  "  If  they  have  persecuted  Me, 
they  will  also  persecute  you."  He  had  compassion  on 
their  weakness,  and  mildly  turning  to  them,  replied, 
"  Ye  know  not  what  ye  ask.  Are  ye  able  to  drink  of 
the  Cup  that  I  shall  drink  of,  and  be  baptized  with  the 
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^ptism  that  I  am  baptized  with  ?"  These  figures  of 
peech  represent  the  bitter  draught  of  agony,  and  the 
verwhelming  flood  of  sorrow,  which  even  now  awaited 
lim  in  Jerusalem.  He  would  have  John  and  James 
0  understand,  that  they  also  must  drink  '*  the  dregs  of 
he  Cup  of  Trembling,"  and  be  immersed  in  the  waters 
f  tribulation,  on  their  way  to  the  throne  of  EKs  glory. 
Lie  ye  able  to  bear  this?  " They  say  unto  Him, '  We 
re  able.* "  He  accepted  their  purpose,  though  there 
iras  too  confident  a  tone  in  their  reply.  He  promised 
hat  they  should  make  the  trial ;  and  prophesied,  "  Ye 
hall  drink  indeed  of  my  Cup,  and  be  baptized  with 
he  Baptism  that  I  am  baptized  with."  And  nobly 
hey  fulfilled  His  words:  James  afterwards  died  the 
ieath  of  a  martyr ;  John  suffered  persecution  as  a  con- 
Bssor,  and  bore  a  daily  cross  throughout  his  long  life. 

2rd  POINT,  Christ  our  example  of  meekness. — 
When  the  other  disciples  heard  the  request  of  James 
and  John,  "  they  were  moved  with  indignation,"  They 
who  so  lately  "  were  amazed  "  at  the  very  thought  of 
their  dear  Master's  sufferings,  were  all  at  once  filled 
with  envy  of  each  other  1  Thus  grace  and  nature  are 
ever  contending  for  the  mastery  of  our  souls.  Jesus, 
knowing  their  angry  thoughts,  called  them  around 
Him,  as  having  something  important  to  say :  He  gently 
lebuked  them  in  one  of  those  lessons  of  Christian 
meekness,  which  He  always  took  occasion  to  enforce — 
pointing  to  Himself  as  their  pattern.  "Whosoever 
will  be  great  among  you,  let  him  be  your  minister; 
ind  whosoever  of  you  will  be  the  chiefest,  shall  be 
servant  of  all.  For  even  the  Son  of  Man  came  not  to  be 
ministered  unto,  but  to  minister,  and  to  give  Himself  a 
nuisom  for  many."  In  these  words  He  sets  forth  the 
!wo  great  purposes  of  His  earthly  mission ;— to  give  to 
ihe  world  His  own  example  of  every  perfection  of  a 
iHhristian  temper ;  and  to  offer  Himself  as  a  Sacrifice  of 
atonement  for  sinners— to  be  accomplished  'wViesi  ^^^ 


Cross  OS  a  reality,  requires  tn  earnest  Epir 
resolute  purpose.  We  expect  to  be  near  01 
throne  through  the  merits  of  His  Atonement ; 
Bwaj  from  His  hnmiliation,  and  seek  after  th 
tjoDB  of  the  world.  Let  us  not  deceive  ootf 
imitate  His  example,  the  least  we  can  do  is,  U 
enemies,  and  pra;  for  them;  to  lie  silent  and 
reproof,  and  meek  in  the  presence  of  pride ;  t< 
lowest  seat,  as  servants  of  a  crucified  Lord. 

1Sr«|in-. 
0  Lord,moetiDeek  and  lowly  on  earth,  mos 
in  Heaven,  hehold  Thy  servant  humbly  1 
Bpiritnal  etreng:th.  Keep  me  etedfast  iu  the 
to  Thy  throne:  help  me  constantly  to  ch 
remembrance  of  Thy  cnp  of  agony,  nnd  Thy  b 
blood.  Grant  that  I  may  not  deceive  my  owi 
thinking  to  reach  the  everlasting  mansions  o< 
without  taking  up  Thy  cross  to  follow  Thee, 
holy  Eoason  of  Thy  Passion  may  Thy  Divine  g 
by  day,  bring  me  one  step  nearer  to  Thee  by 

■/it  of  cbarit.v.  Bnme  nut  nf  forh*>Hm.nnp  innan 
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For  Friday  in  Passion  Week, 


The  Suppeb  at  Bxthant. 

Is*  POINT,  The  family  of  Martha  and  Mary.— It  is 
fWday,  the  7th  day  of  the  Jewish  month  Nisan,  one 
reek  before  the  annual  sacrifice  of  the  Paschal  Lamb, 
?Mch  was  a  type  of  Christ "  the  Lamb  of  God ;"  and  on 
ihe appointed  lith  He  will  offer  Himself  up:  "Then 
add  I, '  Lo  I  come  (in  the  voltime  of  the  Book  it  is 
written  of  Me)  to  do  Thy  will,  0  Lord  "  (Heb.  x.  7). 
For  this  purpose  He  came  to  Bethany,  within  two  miles 
of  Jerusalem.  There  He  was  received  into  the  house 
of  Simon  the  leper,  and  Martha,  her  sister  Mary,  and 
lAzarus,  whom  He  had  raised  from  the  dead.  We 
liave  already  seen  the  difference  of  character  between 
the  sisters.  Martha  was  active,  full  of  energy  in  all  the 
Aities  of  domestic  life,  "  troubled  about  many  things," 
vhile  doing  all  for  every  one,  and  ever  prompted 
ty  a  benevolent  spirit.  Mary,  with  aU  her  gentleness, 
"Was  contemplative,  of  great  depth  of  character,  silent^ 
piet,  resolved,  humble,  devout.  She  had  "chosen 
.tte  good  part ;"  and  her  decision  once  made  was  final. 
As  Jesus  revealed  the  mysteries  of  His  Kingdom,  and 
poiiited  the  way  to  heaven,  she  sat  at  His  feet,  and 
pondered  all  His  words  of  wisdom. 

0  my  soul,  when  wilt  thou  learn  the  joy  of  Mary's 
^voted  heart,  as  she  sat  in  silence,  and  drew  in  the 
Kvine  breath  of  blessing,  faith,  love,  and  peace,  passing 
»fl  understanding  ?  They  are  offered  unto  thee^  if  thou 
art  willing  to  receive  them. 

2nd  POINT,    The  Supp^.— The  next  daj  \»m% 
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Saturday,  the  Hebrew  sabbath,  when  the  Jews  were 
accustomed  to  entertain  each  other  at  supper,  hdiold, 
our  Lord  sits  at  the  table,  surrounded  by  His  discqdeB 
and  friends.  None  can  penetrate  His  sad  and  solemn 
thoughts.  ''Martha  served;  but  Lazarus  was  one  of 
those  that  sat  at  table  with  Him,"  as  also  Simon,  the 
master  of  the  house,  that  he  might  do  honour  to  their 
beloved  Guest. 

Who  can  speak  the  privilege  of  those  friends  and 
disciples  at  supper  in  the  presence  of  Jesus?  Sayest 
thou  this  in  earnest,  0  reader  ?  Dost  thou  desire  it  to 
be  thine?  Come  then  to  a  higher  feast.  His  awi 
rich  feast,  where  He  is  Master,  and  invites  thee  to  be 
His  guest,  and  offers  thee  Himself  to  be  thy  Food  and 
Sustenance, — the  Heavenly  Manna,  the  Bread  of  IMf 
that  thou  maycst  feed  on  Him  in  thy  heart  by  futh 
with  thanksgiving. 

Srd  POINT.  Mary  anoints  the  feet  of  Jesns.- 
Whilst  all  were  thus  engaged,  Mary  had  a  purpose 
in  her  mind  unthought  of  by  any.  Long  had  she 
pondered  the  prophetic  words  of  her  beloved  Lord,— » 
strange  to  her  ear,  so  far  beyond  her  understanding. 
What  could  He  mean, — so  often  declaring  that  ffis 
Kingdom  was  not  of  this  world ;  and  He  must  suffer 
persecution  ?  But  she  knew  that  the  Jews  had  often- 
times sought  to  kill  Him ;  and  now  it  was  the  common 
talk  among  the  people  that  the  Eulers  were  resolTcd 
upon  His  death, — especially  since  He  had  raised  her 
brother  Lazarus  from  the  grave.  Moreover  she  learned 
from  His  disciples  His  late  announcement,  that  He  was 
to  be  scourged  and  crucified.  Viewing  all  this  in  the 
simple  light  of  faith,  she  believed  that  His  words  tdM 
surely  come  to  pass,  dreadful  as  the  calamity  would 
be :  the  terrible  thought  flashed  across  her  mind  that 
she  would  see  His  face  no  more.  She  remembered  the 
alabaster  box  of  precious  ointment,  which  she  haJ 
treasured  up  against  tba  evil  day.    Regardless  of<*ll 
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•  dear  Lord,  yielding  to  the  fervour  of  her 
,  she  di;ew  near  to  the  couch  where  He  reclined ; 
a  word  unsealed  the  box^  poured  the  ointment 
»cred  head  and  feet,  "  and  wiped  His  feet  with 
,"  with  the  mysterious  presentiment  that  soon 
r  brow  would  bleed  with  thorns,  those  limbs  be 
jd,  those  tender  ^eet  pierced  with  iron  nails. 

d,  0  Lord  Jesus,  I  devoutly  draw  near  to  con- 
B   the  sufferings  of  Thy  most   sacred  Body, 

and  tortured  on  the  Cross,  at    which  the 

were  astonished,  and  the  earth  shook.  In 
est  humility  of  soul  I  confess  my  many  sins 
atitude  to  Thee  my  compassionate  Saviour, 
ier  my  contrition,  accept  my  tears,  and  x)ardon 

Grant  unto  me  the  loving  spirit  of  Mary,  that 
ife  may  be  a  service  of  faith  in  Thy  word,  and 
obedience  to  Thy  laws :  this  I  desire  to  offer  as 
-smelling  incense, — like  her  box  of  spikenard, 
t)le  unto  Thee.  May  Thy  will  be  in  everything 
ice.  Thy  promises  my  hope.  Thy  holy  angels 
rdians.  Thy  grace  my  strength,  and  Thy  most 

Self  my  portion  both  now  and  evermore, 
ful  Saviour,  Son  of  the  Highest.    Amen, 


■•o*- 


For  Saturday  in  Passion  Week, 


Sui>PER  AT  Bethany — cpntinued, 

OINT,    The  disciples  murmur.— Mary's  act  of 
love  was  quickly  known  to  all :  the  \iav\aib  ''^ros^ 

^  0 


fendve.  He  Bpoke  out  more  boldly  than 
"  not  that  he  cored  for  the  poor ;  bnt  beci 
a  thief,  and  had  the  bag,  and  bare  wta 
therein."  The  h<rpocrite  pleaded  the  c 
poor,  whom  he  was  accnstomed  to  rob ;  a 
few  days  he  will  treacherously  sell  his  o 
most  precious  life  for  thirty  pieoes  of  silve 
Iflioe  of  a  slave.  His  name,  beyond  all  oti 
named,  lives  an  odious  byword  in  eveij  If 
the  beginning  hia  Divine  Lord  scanned  t 
his  iniquity,  yet  allowed  him  to  remain 
Apostles.  Jadas  might  have  followed  the 
lived  in  the  grace  of  that  ministry  and  ApOE 
which  he  fell.  He  was  still  on  trial,  bavin) 
day  by  day  tlie  example  of  every  human  pe 
it  should  kindle  any  spatk  of  holiness  in 
might  even  now  at  the  eleventh  hour  be  "  t 
life  "  to  him :  but  if  he  should  deliver  himsi 
full  poeeeasion  of  Satan,  his  very  opport 
office  of  trust,  as  one  of  the  Twelve,  wouli 
more  "  the  savour  of  death." 
0  my  Boul,  beware  lest  any  cbensfaed  vie 
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roachfal  word  escapes  His  lips,  even  to  the  traitor. 
Thj  trouble  ye  the  woman  ?  [He  said]  ...  let  her 
ae  .  .  .  she  hath  wrought  a  good  work  on  Me.  For 
have  the  poor  with  you  always,  and  whensoever  ye 
I  ye  may  do  them  good :  but  Me  ye  have  not  always. 
)  hath  done  what  she  could :  she  is  come  aforehand 
moint  My  Body  to  the  burying  .  .  .  against  the  day 
Siy  burying  hath  she  kept  this."  Prompted  by  the 
our  of  her  affection  Mary  used  the  spikenard  before- 
id  in  a  sense  more  profoundly  true  than  she  thought 
.  Had  her  offering  been  less  costly,  had  she  but  bathed 
r  liord's  feet  with  her  tears,  they  would  have  been 
lesR  accepted  than  the  precious  ointment,  as  a  free- 
1  offering  of  faith  and  love :  but  the  mystery  which 
pciated  her  act  with  His  death  would  have  been  lost. 

Ird  POINT,  Mary's  reward.— Majy  had  a  rich 
vend:  Jesus  blessed  her  simple  act;  "Verily  I  say 
to  you,  wheresoever  this  Gospel  shall  be  preached 
coaghout  the  world,  this  also  that  this  woman  hath 
06  shall  be  spoken  of  for  a  memorial  of  her."  The 
Uders  of  great  cities,  of  empires,  of  the  world's 
ghtiest  works,-— who  were  they?  their  names  have 
rished;  whilst  Mary  by  her  faith,  her  pure  and 
tmble  love  for  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  seeking  no  recom- 
nse,  unconsciously  raised  to  herself  a  more  lasting 
xnunent.  Her  name  is  handed  down  for  ever  with 
m  simple  memorial,  to  be  recorded  in  every  language 
the  world, — she  did  what  she  could  for  Jesus. 
O  my  soul,  learn  from  Mary's  example  the  blessed- 
as  of  a  meek  and  lowly  spirit.  Do  thou,  like 
»,  choose  the  good  part,  and  it  shall  not  be  taken 
ym  thee.  Offer  to  thy  Lord  the  spikenard  of  a  living 
*h,  the  sweet-smelling  iacense  of  gratitude ;  let  thy 
arity  be  the  daily  sacrifice  of  a  hallowed  temple. 

O  Lord,  my  Saviour,  in  this  example  of  the  \oTaiv; 
^  I  learn  the  blessedness  of  faith ;  in  the  ia\i  oS. 
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Judas  the  curse  of  an  evil  heari    I  tremble  to  think 
that  had  I  been  left  to  myself,  I  might  have  been  a  cast- 
away.   I  have  times  out  of  number  consciously  yen- 
tured  to  walk  along  the  slippery  edge  of  the  predpioe 
of  sin,  and  might  have  been  lost,  but  for  Thy  pi^yeni- 
ing  grace,  or  the  watchfulness  of  a  guardian  angeL 
Now  on  this  eve  of  this  most  Holy  Week,  when  Thoo 
didst  enter  into  Jerusalem,  and  wast  crowned  with 
thorns,  scourged,  and  crucified,  help  me  to  contemidsto 
in  contrite  sorrow,  and  adoring  love.  Thy  sacred  biov, 
*'  marred  more  than  any  man,  and  Tbj  form  more  thiB 
the  sons  of  men," — ^for  the  sake  of  sinners  like  unto  m 
Amen, 

**  See  from  His  head.  His  hands,  His  feet, 
Sorrow  and  love  flow  mingled  down. 
Did  e'er  such  lore  and  sorrow  meet. 
Or  thorns  compose  so  rich  a  Crown  ?** 


■  .00 
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ifitrfift  a^eliftatiDm 

unday  of  Hdy  Week, — Palm  Sunday  Morning. 

Ghbist  bidbs^to  Jebusalem. 

01  NT.  The  Multitudes.— It  is  Palm  Sunday, 
r  after  the  Supper  at  Bethany;  and  Jesus 
s  on  His  way  to  Jerusalem.  Never  had  the 
3n  such  a  day  as  this,  when  the  Messiah  was 
5  in  as  King  of  the  Jews.  The  fegne  of  His 
sh  went  before  Him.  The  wonder-working 
b,  Who  raised  Lazarus  from  the  grave,  is  coming 
Passover.  They  must  needs  go  to  meet  Him. 
Oracle,  so  publicly  known,  surpassed,  in  their 
11  others,  as  a  witness  to  His  power.  They 
)t  that  it  would  be  followed  by  one  inuneasur- 
gher— His  own  Kesurrection  from  the  grave, 
lat  came  to  pass  no  human  intelligence  could 
and  how  the  two  natures  of  God  and  Man 
lystically  imited  in  One  Person,  worshipped 
«mity  by  angels,  yet  put  to  death  by  His  own 
3S.  This  truth — wonderful  to  say!  many  a 
Eirt  still  refuses  to  believe ;  will  not  be  kindled 
and  adore  Him  1 

POINT.  Jesus  rides  to  Jerusalem  on  the  foal 
s. — ^When  our  Lord  drew  nigh  to  the  neigbour- 
ige  of  Bethphage  at  the  Mount  of  Olives,  "  He 
TO  disciples,  saying  unto'  them,  *  Go  into  the 
over  against  you ;  and  straightway  ye  shall  find 
tied,  and  a  colt  .  .  .  whereon  never  man  sat 
)se  them,  and  bring  them  unto  Me.'  .  .  .  They 
ad  found  as  He  had  said.''  All  things  were  of 
n  Divine  appointment:  all  acquiesced  in  His 
henever  He  spake,  it  was  done.    The  colt  beixi^ 


eea  {/leeti.  a.  y).  ue  comes  in  tm  twofoW  t 
anthority  find  meekness;  of  power  and 
Bion ;  tbe  "  Prince  of  Peace,"  the  "  Han  of 
a  Spiritoal  King,  a  Lamb  to  be  slain. 

Srd  P  01  NT.  Hosanna  to  the  Son  of  Davi 
the  mighty  One  Kde  on,  "A  very  great 
spread  their  gannenta  in  the  way;  others 
branches  from  the  trees,  and  strawed  them 
And  the  multitudes  that  w<ait  before,  am 
lowed,  cried,  saying,  '  Hoesnna  to  the  Son 
blessed  is  He  that  cometh  in  the  name  of 
Hosanna  in  the  Highest."  The  Hebrew  ' 
was  the  expression  of  religious  joy  and  prai 
part  of  the  antiphons,  sang  on  the  high 
feasts,  when  the  priests  and  Le^ites  went 
altar  in  procession  with  branches  of  willow, 
myrtle,  sii^pi^  alternate  chants.  It  now  ex 
ardent  joy  of  the  people  at  the  coming  of  . 
Messiah.  In  this  character  they  beheld  H 
moment,  full  of  grace  and  dignity,  the  dcs 
fickle  hearts— alas !  too  ready  to  cluuige :  m 
—all  inconsistent  and  changeable— now  i 
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I  of  Thee."  K  sometimes  I  contemplate  Thy 
ions,  sometimes  kneel  in'  adoration,  how  soon, 
3ature  that  I  am,  all  my  zeal  expires !  Wander- 
•ughts,  imperfect  prayers,  a  cold  heart,  are  but 
unworthy  return  for  love  such  as  Thine.  Thou 
it  my  intenities.  Even  now,  whilst  I  desire  to 
fce  on  Thy  sorrows,  my  repentance  is  insufficient, 
tting  unwilling,  and  cold  my  prayers.  0  most 
Jesus,  teach  me  to  be  lowly,  as  Thou  wast  lowly, 
to  my  spiritual  sight  the  Divine  perfections  of 
7ofold  PersonaHty,  that  I  may  look  upon  Thy 
wounds,  and  weep — contemplate  Thy  glorious 
jT,  and  adore.  So  teach  me  here  to  sing,  with  all 
wers,  "Hosanna  to  the  Son  of  David,"  that 
h  Thy  all-prevailing  merits  I  may  hereafter  join 
Lvenly  Alleluias  to  Thy  glory.    Amen, 


Sunday  of  Holy  Week, — Palm  Sunday  Evening, 


T  FOEETELLS  THE  DbSTEUOTION  OP    JeBIJSALEM. 

•  01  NT,  Jesus  weeps  over  the  City. — In  this  man- 
j  tumultuous  crowds  were  already  "  come  nigh  to 
lem,  even  at  the  descent  of  the  Mount  of  Olives,'* 
whence  the  eye  could  range  over  the  city  of 
).  Here  they  make  a  halt; — ^the  shouts  of 
la,  and  all  voices,  were  hushed;  for  behold, 
weeps!  He  speaks  words  of  solemn,  sorrowful 
ig; — weeps  and  laments  in  the  moment  of 
>h !  He  looks  upon  "  the  City  that  men  called 
rfection  of  beauty "  (Lament,  ii.  15).  But  far 
thoughts  than  her  glory  occupied  His  mind; 
le  strongholds  of  Sion,    but   the    GBxdfi^  qI 
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Gethsemane ;  not  the  citadel  of  David,  but  the  house  of 
Oaiaphas — ^to  be  His  prison  the  night  before  His  Cmci- 
fixion;  not  the  Temple  on  Motmt  Monah^but  Golgotiia 
beyond  the  walls.  He  knew  that  the  hours  might  be 
counted,  when  her  x>eople  would  deliver  Him  to  the 
Gentiles,  clothe  Him  with  a  purple  robe  in  mockery, 
put  a  reed  in  His  hand  for  a  sceptre,  encircle  Bis 
brow  with  a  crown  of  thorns  for  a  diadem,  and  en- 
throne Him  on  a  Cross!  He  wept  not  for  Himselt 
but  for  the  bitterness  of  her  coming  doom :  His  pro- 
phets'had  too  surely  foretold  it 

2nd  POINT,  Not  one  stone  upon  another  shall  be 
left.— Alas  for  Jerusalem !  the  prophecies  will  be  ac- 
complished in  her  destruction.  When  therefore  Jesns 
"  was  come  near.  He  beheld  the  city,  and  wept  over  it, 
saying,  '  If  thou  hadst  known,  even  thou,  at  least  in 
this  thy  day,  the  things  that  belong  unto  thy  peace! 
but  now  they  are  hid  from  thine  eyes.  For  the  days 
shall  come  upon  thee,  that  thine  enemies  shall  cast  a 
trench  about  thee,  and  compass  thee  round,  and  keep 
thee  in  on  every  side,  and  shall  lay  thee  even  with  the 
ground,  and  thy  children  within  thee ;  and  they  shi^ 
not  leave  in  thee  one  stone  upon  another,  because  thou 
knewest  not  the  time  of  thy  visitation.'  *'  She  had  been 
weighed  in  the  balance,  and  found  wanting :  her  time 
of  grace  is  well  nigh  passed.  If  by  the  morning  of 
Friday,  the  14th  day  of  Nisan,  Jerusalem  will  repent, 
and  acknowledge  Jesus  of  Nazareth  to  be  their  Messiah, 
foretold  in  the  prophecies,  she  may  be  spared:  after 
that  no  power  of  man  or  angel  can  turn  the  dial  back. 
•The  first  sound  of  the  accursed  hammer  at  Golgotha 
will  be  her  death-knell:  then  "Woe  to  the  bloody 
City  "  (Ezek.  xxiv.  9). 

0  my  soul,  ponder  deeply  the  words  of  Christ  Let 
not  their  meaning  escape  thee,  as  did  the  Jews,  by 
reason  of  unbelief.  Turn  thee  in  this  Holy  Week,  and 
repent.    Thou,  caaast  uofe  \fc\L  ii  another  wiU  be  granted 
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thee.  Eenew  thy  vows  before  the  Cross  of  thy  Ee- 
deemer;  and  pray  to  Him  for  the  graces  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  lest  thou  be  condemned  hke  the  Jews  of  old. 

3rd  POINT,  Jesus  enters  into  the  Temple. — After 
that  short  interruption  to  the  rejoicings  of  the  people, 
the  long  train  of  thousands  singing  Hosanna  streamed 
slowly  down  the  brow  of  the  Mount  of  Olives,  to  the 
valley  of  Jehoshaphat,  passing  the  Garden  of  Gethse- 
mane ;  then  wound  its  way  up  the  steep  ascent  on  the 
other  side,  and  entered  the  eastern  gate  of  the  ciiy. 
Jesus  went  at  once  to  the  Temple; — how  solemn  and 
sad  His  thoughts,  passing  our  reach!  "He  looked 
round  about  on  all  things."  He  saw  how  its  sacred 
precincts  were  defiled ;  and  to-morrow  the  Priests  will 
learn  His  judgment  on  their  profanation  of  His  Father's 
House.  Meanwhile,  "  now  the  eventide  was  come.  He 
went  out  unto  Bethany  with  the  Twelve ;  and  He  lodged 
there." 

Thither  we  may  follow  Him  in  a  humble,  reverent 
spirit,  to  meditate  on  the  events  of  this  holy  day.  The 
Lord  and  Saviour  of  the  world  had  no  place  on  earth 
He  could  call  by  the  cherixshed  name  of  *'  home !"  but 
He  would  find  a  welcome  in  the  house  at  Bethany. 
Martha  would  prepare  the  supper;  Mary  sit  at  His 
feet,  and  listen ;  Lazarus,  raised  from  the  dead,  would 
wonder  and  worship. 

0  blessed  Jesus  I  I  confess  that  my  heart  has  been 
too  cold  to  love  Thee  as  I  ought  in  return  for  all  Thy 
sofferings  on  my  behalf.  I  have  constantly  transgressed 
Thy  laws,  neglected  the  services  of  Thy  Church,  and 
gone  after  the  worthless  vanities  of  this  world.  Like 
the  Jews  of  old,  I  cry,  "  Hosanna  to  the  Son  of  David," 
and  then  by  my  sins  put  Thee  to  open  shame.  0  teach 
me  by  Thy  Holy  Spirit  to  repent  in  time,  lest  I  perish 
with  the  unrighteous.    Purify  my  heart  to  \)Q  &  \iC>\^ 
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temple,  the  sanctuary  of  Thy  indwelling  presence,  that 
Thou  mayest  graciously  condescend  to  accept  my  un- 
worthy sacrifice  of  obedience  and  love.    Amen. 


ifitriSt  a^eliitatioiu 

For  Monday  of  Holy  Week, — Morning. 


The  Tenth  Da.y  of  the  Month  Niban. 

Ist  POINT.    The  barren  Fig-tree  withers  away.— 
Our  Lord,  having  spent  the  night   at   Bethany,  re- 
turned this  morning  to  Jerusalem.     And  on  the  way 
He  was  hungry ;  and  seeing  a  fig-tree  afiar  off  having 
leaves.  He  came,  if  haply  he    might  find  anything 
thereon :"  but  there  were  leaves  only.    Then  said  He, 
"  *  Let  no  man  eat  fruit  of  thee  hereafter  for  ever  !*  And 
presently  the  Fig-tree  withered  away.    And  the  dis- 
ciples heard  it.**    It  was  the  Grod  of  nature  Who  spoke 
the  word :  immediately  the  earth  refused  its  nourisli- 
ment ;  the  tree  imbibed  death  through  every  fibre,  and 
was  shrivelled  up.    The  blasted  fig-tree  foreshadowed 
the  doom  of  Jerusalem,  at  that  moment  within  view  on 
the  heights  of  the  four  hills.    The  Lord  comes  to  His 
faithless  people,  if  so  be  He  may  find  the  fruits  of 
justice  and  truth, — but  behold  barrenness;   He  looks 
for  figs,  but  behold,  leaves  only.    Woe  to  thee,  Sion ! 
already  the  canker  is  at  thy  root.    Hence  also  we 
learn  that  the  breath  of  the  Lord  of  Hosts  will  destroy 
all  who  despise  His  words.    "  Every  tree  that  bmgeth 
not  forth  good  fruit  is  hewn  down,  and  cast  into  the 
fire.** 

2nd  POINT.    Jesvua  cleooaea  the  Temple.-— Passing 
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on  mth  His  disciples,  our  Lord  came  to  the  Temple. 
This  10th  day  of  Nisan  was  a  high  festival.  The 
lambs  intended  for  the  sacrifice  at  the  Passover  were 
then  brought  together  into  the  outer  courts  of  the 
Temple,  to  be  examined  and  set  apart  by  the  Priests 
and  Levites  until  the  14th  of  the  montii,  that  none 
might  be  offered  but  such  as  were  without  blemish. 
But  this  was  done  amidst  the  irreverent  noise  and  con- 
fusion of  buyers  and  sellers,  and  money-changers,  pro- 
faning the  holy  places.  This  was  not  to  be  endured; 
and  Jesus  cast  them  all  out,  saying,  "  Is  it  not  written, 
'  My  House  shall  be  called  a  House  of  Prayer  ?  but  ye 
have  made  it  a  den  of  thieves."  Every  church  is  « 
temple  of  God ;  and  each  soul  is  a  temple,  set  apart 
and  consecrated  to  His  service:  whatsoever  defileth 
"  either  one  or  the  other  is  sacrilege.  "Know  ye  not 
[says  St.  Paul],  that  ye  are  the  temple  of  God,  and  that 
the  Spirit  of  God  dwelleth  in  you  ?  If  any  man  de- 
file the  temple  of  God,  him  shall  Grod  destroy;  for 
the  temple  of  God  is  holy,  which  temple  ye  are" 
(1  Cor.  iii.  16, 17). 

^rd  POINT.    jChrist  the  Lamb  of  God.— This  sacri- 
fice of  the  lamb  was  ordained  1400  years  before  by 
God's  command,  to%reshow  to  the  people  of  Israel  the 
exact  hour  and  day,  and  month,  when  their  Messiah 
was  to  be  offered  up.    It  was  the  type  or  figure  of 
Jesus, — "  the  Lamb  of  God  that  taketh  away  the  sin 
of  the  world."    In  the  evening  of  the  14th  day  of  this 
month  Nisan,  by  a  wonderful  coincidence.  He  will 
fulfil  His  own  words,  "J  lay  down  My  life  for  the 
sheep.    No  man  taketh  it  from  Me ;  but  I  lay  it  down 
of  Myself.    I  have  power  to  lay  it  down,  and  I  have 
power  to  take  it  again."     He  was  the  consecrated 
spotless  Lamb  of  Atonement.     "He  was  oppressed, 
and  He  was  afllicted,  yet  He  opened  not  His  mouth : 
He  is  brought  as  a  lamb  to  the  slaughter,  and  as  a 
sheep  before  her  shearers  is  dumb,  so  He  opexiet\iTio\» 
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His  month"  (Isaiah  b'iL  7).  Wonderful  hmnilitj 
joined  to  power  infinite,  lamb-like  meekness  nnited  with 
invincible  courage.    0  my  sonl !  wonder  and  adore. 

9rx9fr. 

0  Jesus,  Holy  Lamb  of  God,  I  am  not  worthy  to 
speak  Thy  praise.  Though  I  desire  to  love  Thee,  yet 
I  love  Thee  not  as  I  ought  to  love ;  for  Thou  didst 
giv6  Thyself  as  the  Lamb  of  Atonement  for  my  sins. 
O  help  my  weakness  to  contemplate  Thy  sufferings  in 
the  spirit  of  humble  fisdth,  penitence,  and  prayer.  By 
Thy  precious  gifts  of  grace  may  I  be  as  a  lamb  unde- 
Aed,  feeding  in  the  green  pastures  of  Thy  Holy  Church. 
O  teach  me  to  join  the  (Dommunion  of  saints  on  earth 
and  in  heaven — to  sing  with  one  heart,  and  one  voioe^ 
"  Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  slain  to  receive  power, 
and  riches,  and  wisdom,  and  strength,  and  honour, 
glory,  and  blessing."    Amen. 


For  Monday  of  Holy  Weekf^ — Evening. 


The  Tenth  Day  op  the  Month  Nisan — continued. 

Ist  POINT.  Christ's  last  miracles  of  mercy  in  the 
Temple. — All  things  testified  the  wonderful  nature  of 
the  God-man  in  the  Holy  Week.  Behold  He  comes 
again  to  the  Temple.  There  He  appears  as  the  Divine 
Bepresentative  of  His  Father,  the  Holy  Shechinah  of 
God.  This  Hebrew  word  Shechinah  expresses  the 
VISIBLE  Globy  of  THE  DiviNB  PRESENCE  in  the  tabe^ 
nacle  of  the  first  Temple  of  Solomon,  as  we  see  in  the 
history  of  its  dedication  (1  Kings  viii.  10, 11).  Now  the 
coming  of  CbriBt,  the  Shechinah,  fulfils  the  prophecy  o^ 
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laggai  regarding  the  second  temple,  "  The  desire  of 
U  nations  shall  come :  and  I  will  fill  this  House  with 
:lory,  saith  the  Lord  of  Hosts.  ,  .  The  glory  of  this 
itter  House  shall  be  greater  than  the  former,  saith 
he  Lord  of  Hosts  "  (Haggai  ii.  7-9).  If  formerly  in 
iolomon's  Temple  the  visible  Shechinah  of  the  presence 
f  the  Deity  rested  on  the  mercy-seat,  now  in  this 
Bcond  Temple  the  Son  of  God,  by  Whom  the  world  was 
lade,  was  personally  manifested.  His  ministry  on 
arth  is  come  to  an  end ;  He  bestows  His  parting  gifts 
f  Divine  and  human  compassion  on  His  suffering  poor ; 
-"The  blind  and  the  lame  came  to  Him  in  the 
?emple  ;  and  He  healed  them."  Short  the  record,  but 
lever-dying :  it  is  the  summing  up  of  a  thousand  acts 
f  His  i)ower  and  goodness.  All  praise,  glory,  and 
hanksgiving  be  unto  Him.    Amen, 

2nd  POINT.  The  children  in  the  Temple.— Others 
Iso  there  were  who  bore  witness  to  the  presence  of  the 
jord  of  Hosts  in  His  Temple.  The  very  children,  be- 
lolding  Him,  were  impelled  by  some  irresistible  emotion 
0  cry  out,  "Hosanna  to  the  Son  of  David."  They 
)robably  belonged  to  the  singing  choirs,  which  com- 
K)sed  a  part  of  the  four  thousand  singers,  attached  in 
ourses  to  the  services  of  the  Temple :  and  if  it  were 
kbout  the  time  of  the  evening  sacrifice,  they  would  be 
hanting  the  appointed  portion  of  the  Book  of  Psalms. 
Jut  the  sight  of  Jesus  raised  their  young  hearts  to  a 
dgher  strain :  moved  by  a  Divine  impulse,  they  could 
►nly  attune  their  voices  to  the  notes  of  "  Hosanna  to  the 
km.  of  David."  The  Chief  Priests  were  sore  displeased, 
ind  asked,  "  Hearest  Thou  what  these  say  ?"  But  He 
>ut  them  at  once  to  silence ;  and  appropriates  to  His 
)wn  glory  the  words  of  the  Psalmist,  "0  Lord,  our 
Jord,  how  excellent  is  Thy  Name  in  all  the  earth.  .  . 
)ut  of  the  mouth  of  babes  and  sucklings  hast  Thou 
ordained  strength "  (Ps.  viii.  1,  2).  Thus  He  claimed 
Jiyine  honour  in  His  own  Temple. 
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^rd  POINT,    The  Knlers  in  Jerusalem  take  coimsel 
to  put  Christ  to  death.— Though  the  Scribes  and  Chief 
Priests  dared  not  yet  lay  hands  on  the  mysteiions 
Prophet,  "  because  all  the  people  were  astonished  at 
His  doctrine,**  yet  it  is  clear,  from  their  crafty  ques- 
tions on  the  morrow,  that  they  consulted  t(^ether  this 
evening  how  they  might  entangle  Hinri  in  His  words. 
After  the  events  of  the  last  two  days  they  thought  that 
decisive  measures  must  be  taken  to  bring  to  an  end  the 
public  excitement,  otherwise  their  authority  wonld  be 
lost.    The  difficulty  was,  how  to  turn  the  tide  of  the 
popular  enthusiasm :  they  must  endeavour  to  persuade 
the  multitudes  that  He  was  not  a  real  Jew  at  heart, 
and  would  disappoint  their  hopes  of  His  restoring  the 
throne  of  David :  then  they  might  venture  any  violence 
against   Him.     With  this  subtle  purpose  they  ^ 
question  Him  to-morrow  in  public.   Meanwhile, "  when 
even  was  come.  He  went  out  of  the  city,"  and  agam 
returned  to  Bethany. 

0  my  soul,  if  thou  hast  any  cunning  device,  by  which 
thou  hopest  to  gratify  thy  unholy  purposes  under 
the  garb  of  zeal  in  the  service  of  God,  learn  from 
the  confusion  of  face,  and  disappointment  of  these 
hypocrites,  thy  certain  exposure.  Shouldest  thou  es- 
cape the  eye  of  man,  God,  and  His  holy  angels,  read 
thee  through  and  through :  He  will  bring  to  Hght  the 
hidden  things  of  darkness. 

0  most  dear  and  loving  Lord,  behold  me  as  one  of 
the  lame  and  blind,  who  came  to  Thee  in  the  Temple: 
help  my  faltering  steps  to  walk  stedfastly  in  Thy 
paths :  by  Thy  grace  enlighten  my  soul  to  know  that 
on  earth,  as  in  heaven.  Thou  wast  the  Son  of  the 
Highest,  the  Glory  of  the  Father.  By  the  Holy  Ghost 
make  me  as  one  of  those  children,  whose  hearts  were 
moYed  to  coniess  T\ie©\>^ioY^  ^\\TaK\i,  and  to  sing  Thy 
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dse:  for  I  know  that  except  I  become  as  a  little 
Id,  simple-minded  and  meek,  I  shall  in  no  wise  enter 
0  Thy  Kingdom  in  Heaven.  Unto  Thee,  with  the 
nighty  Father,  and  the  Eternal  Spirit,  be  glory  and 
aoar,  now  and  evermore.    Amen, 


ifirsft  a^enftation* 

For  Tuesday  in  Edy  Week, — Morning, 


The  Last  PiioPHEeiKS  or  Chbist. 

\st  POINT,  Jesus  in  the  Temple  for  the  last 
le.— The  next  day  our  Lord  returned  to  Jerusalem ; 
1 "  as  He  was  walking  in  the  Temple,  there  came  to 
m  the  Chief  Priests,  and  the  Scribes,  and  the  Elders, 
Handing  to  know  by  what  authority  He  had  cast 
m  out"  After  them  came  the  Pharisees  also,  and 
>  Herodians,  and  the  Sadducees :  all  were  opposed  to 
ih  other  on  the  subtleties  of  Jemsh  law  and  tradi- 
118 ;  but  all  combined  in  their  hatred  of  the  Great 
)phet,  hoping  to  entangle  Him  in  His  words  by 
Ay  questions.  "He  perceived  their  wickedness:" 
some  He  asked  questions,  to  which  they  replied, 
i^e  cannot  tell ;"  then  said  He,  "  Neither  tell  I  you 
what  authority  I  do  these  things :"  in  exposing  the 
orance  of  others  He  said,  "  Ye  do  greatly  err,  not 
)wing  the  Scriptures,  nor  the  power  of  God :"  and 
others  again,  **  Why  tempt  ye  Me,  ye  hypocrites  ?'* 
omuch  that  the  multitude  "  were  astonished," 
IS  one  after  another  those  envious  gainsayers  were 
need ;  "  and  no  man  was  'able  to  answer  Him  a 
d,  neither  durst  any  one  from  that  day  forward  ask 
a  any  more  questions."    Not  unlike  thia  moWs^ 
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band  are  the  vflrioiis  onbalievere,  and  proud  Mitap" 
niete  to  the  Gospel  of  Jusus  Christ :  they  have  all 
BepBjale  reasons  for  impugning  the  truth;  botioll* 
tt^elher,  when  Chiiet'a  Holy  Church  may  be  heiiiM: 
He  ba«  a  simple  answer  to  a.11,  "  Ye  do  eri,iiot]aioinii( 
the  Scriptures,  nor  the  power  of  God." 

2iid  POIMT.  Jesus  denotmceB  pnnishment  ui 
woes  on  JeruBolem.— It  is  worthy  of  especial  note,  tliU 
ftom  the  day  of  oui  Lord'e  triumphal  entry  into 
Jerusalem,  whea  He  wept  over  the  City,  and  fbretnli 
her  ruin,  He  never  ceased  most  solemnly  to  warn  dl 
classes  of  their  punishment,  in  words  of  terrible  im- 
port Knowing  that  His  Death  is  near.  He  anatses 
already  His  cbamctfir  of  Diyjne  Judge ;  a  subhine  oah 
Bciousness  of  power  pervades  every  word;  He  nBos 
ftwtul  prophecies  of  coming  sorrows,  deBolfttJon,  dni 
woe.  Yesterday  the  withered  Fig-tree  ibreshadowei 
the  destruction  of  Jerusalem :  to-day  His  Parables  wJ 
discourses  iu  the  Temple,  and  His  prophecies  on  tliB 
Mount  of  Ohvea,  speak  the  same  fearful  language. 

When  the  Scribes  and  "Pharisees  had  been  silencd 
by  our  Lord's  penetrating  wisdom.  He  warned  the 
people  to  reverence  all  who  were  in  authority;  "!B» 
Scribes  and  Pharisees  sjt  in  Moses'  seat:  all  therefow 
whatsoever  they  bid  you  observe,  tliat  observe,  and  do: 
but  do  not  yo  after  their  works ;  for  tiiey  say,  and  do  not' 
Then  He  pronounced  against  those  proud  Rulers  the 
well-known  words,  eight  times  repeated,  "Woe  unto 
you.  Scribes  and  Pliarisoos,  hypocrites  1"  He  stands  in 
Hie  own  Temple,  where  they  had  so  often  bMided 
together  against  Him  He  has  the  fullest  knowledge 
of  their  audacity ;  and  reads  against  them  the  blwi 
calalcguo  of  tlieir  oifcnccs  against  God.  Ho  suna  uf 
in  a  fearful  chmas  the  seven  preceiiing  "  Woes "  in 
this  last,  and  most  terrible  denunciation,  "  Woe  onto 
you,  Scribea  and.  ¥bMiaee6,\i3\Kicri.tes  .  .  .  upon  yoo 
fiball  come  aU  Vlaa  xi^teo^&'NAuA  ^os^.  M.-^^so.'^t*^ 
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om  the  blood  of  righteous  Abel  unto  the  blood  of 
BUiharias,  son  of  Barrachias,  whom  ye  slew  between 
le  Temple  and  the  altar.  Verily  I  say  unto  you,  all 
lese  things  shall  come  upon  this  generation." 
Strai^e,  solemn,  and  startling  to  the  Jews  must  those 
rords  of  their  coming  woes  have  sounded,  proceeding 
rom  the  lips  of  One  so  benign  and  merciful.  If  sin  be 
lateful  in  the  sight  of  a  holy  Gk)d,  they  could  not  but 
iiiffer  punishment  for  their  incorrigible  disobedience. 
Oieir  dreadful  crime  in  shedding  the  sacred  Blood  of 
Christ,  Grod's  own  beloved  Son,  was  more  unpardonable 
hm  that  of  the  murderer  Cain,  or  of  those  who  slew 
iis  holy  prophets;  therefore  it  would  bring  down 
ipon  them  the  collective  guilt  of  all  who  had  shed 
nnocent  blood  from  the  beginning  until  that  fatal 
lay,  the  14th  of  Nisan.  Hence  all  may  well  take 
raming  how  they  plant  iniquity  into  their  children's 
hildren;  for  at  some  time  or  other  it  never  fails  to 
ring  forth  fruit  unto  judgment.  Sooner  or  later  God 
mdicates  His  wisdom,  truth,  and  holiness. 

drd  POINT.  .  0  Jerusalem,  Jerusalem ! — ^As  if  our 
lerciful  Lord  were  melted  by  His  own  fearful  picture 
f  the  woes  of  God's  chosen  people,— too  great  for  His 
impassion  to  endure.  He  broke  forth  once  more  into 
lat  exclamation  of  tenderness,  mingled  with  rebuke, 
hich  He  uttered  on  a  former  occasion  (Luke  xiii.  34)  ; 
0  Jerusalem,  Jerusalem,  thou  that  killest  the  prophets, 
id  stonest  them  which  are  sent  unto  thee,  how  often 
irald  I  have  gathered  thy  children  together,  even  as 
hen  gathereth  her  chickens  under  her  wings,  and  ye 
Dold  not."  This  image  of  a  bird,  fostering  her  young 
tx)d  under  her  wings,  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  in 
xipture,  expressing  the  love  and  tenderness  of  our 
3rd  Jesus  Christ  in  His  earnest  desire  to  be  the  Be- 
lemer  of  all  sinners,  if  they  will  only  trust  to  Him. 
is  Divine  compassion,  as  God,  is  brought  nearer  to  us 
Bifi  sympathies  as  Mm,  which  were  called  ioxVk  m 

2;d 
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a  combined  intenBiiy  by  this  prophetio  Tiew  of 
sufferings  to  oome  upon  the  wicked  Ciiy. 

Do  you  seek  to  be  conformable  to  the  Will  of  God? 
where  will  you  find  such  an  example  as  Jesus?  Do 
you  desire  to  be  innocent?  look  upon  the  spoOea 
Lamb.  Would  you  learn  to  be  meek?  behold  Him  ii 
a  sheep  before  her  shearers :  if  x)atient  under  wr(n#il 
treatment,  turn  to  His  Cross. 

graver. 

O  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  awful  Judge  of  the  world,  when 
I  call  to  mind  Thy  words  of  woe,  denounced  aganst 
Jerusalem,  I  know  that  all  im'quily  is  hateful  in  ^ 
sight  But  Thou  art  a  compassionate  Sayionr,  and 
dost  pity  the  infirmity  of  our  nature.  Behold  me  a 
miserable  sinner,  not  worthy  to  be  called  affcer  By 
Name.  I  desire  to  turn  unto  Thee  as  the  only  hope  of 
my  safety.  Gather  me,  and  all  for  whom  I  pray,mideF 
Thy  protecting  wings,  to  be  our  refuge,  our  peace,  and 
our  continual  hope.  This  is  the  joy  of  Thy  saints,  to 
dwell  in  Thy  presence,  to  behold  Thy  loveliness,  and 
praise  Thee  in  hymns  of  thanksgiving.  0  lead  me  on 
to  join  their  Alleluias.    Amen, 


•^^ 


Ihr  Tuesday  of  Hdy  Week, — Evening, 


Chsist's  Last  Prophecies — continued, 

1st  POINT.  On  the  Mount  of  Olives.— Our  Lord, 
having  delivered  His  last  sorrowful  warnings  in  the 
Temple,  went  forth, — ^to  return  no  more.  His  worda  ol 
wisdom,  and  His  earnest  appeals  to  the  Jews,  as  theif 
Messiah,  hadiaWen  oil  dxsiV  oars,    Happy  for  them  had 
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Y  listened  ere  it  was  too  late!  happy  for  all  -an- 
ievers,  and  all  the  impure,  would  they  humble 
mselyes  under  the  mighty  hand  of  Grod  before  their 
r  of  grace  is  past!  Towards  evening  He  went 
I;  of  the  city  with  His  disciples,  and  abode  in  the 
nmt  of  Olives.  As  they  were  passing  out  of  Jeru- 
em.  His  disciples,  in  their  admiration  of  the  Temple, 
inted  to  the  goodly  stones  of  white  marble,  and  its 
ded  pinnacles.  '*  Master  [they  said],  see  what 
inner  of  stones,  and  what  buildings  are  here."  But 
owing  that  all  its  magnificence,  its  deep  foundations, 
i  its  costly  ornaments,  the  tabernacle,  and  altar, 
i  mercy-seat,  would  avail  nothing  to  save  it  from  the 
vine  wrath.  He  answered,  **See  ye  not  all  these 
ngs?  Verily  I  say  unto  you.  There  shall  not  be 
i  here  one  stoQe  on  another  that  shall  not  be  thrown 
sm."  When  He  was  come  to  the  Mount  of  Olives, 
)  disciples  asked  Him  privately,  "  Tell  us  when  shall 
)Be  things  be?  And  what  shall  be  the  sign  of  Thy 
ning,  and  of  the  end  of  the  world  T 
Behold  the  Son  of  M^n  seated  in  full  view  of  the 
y,  not  far  from  the  spot  where  two  days  before  He 
pt  over  Jerusalem.  The  thronging  inhabitants, 
mpied  with  their  merchandize  and  revellings,  and  pre- 
rations  for  the  Passover,  were  unconscious  of  the 
enm  words  which  Christ  pronounced  against  them. 
was  indeed  an  awful  moment,  when  His  attributes, 
the  compassionate  Eedeemer,  the  King  of  Israel, 
I  Healer  of  sickness,  seemed  to  merge  in  the  Prophet 
Lamentations.  The  disciples  asked,  "When  shall 
8e  things  be?"  and  He  replied,  "  Take  heed,  that  ye 
not  deceived.  ...  In  those  days  shall  be  afflictions, 
ih  as  was  not  from  the  beginning  of  the  creation 
idi  God  created  unto  this  time,  neither  shall  be. 
.  For  there  shall  be  great  distress  in  the  land,  and 
ith  upon  this  people.  And  they  shall  fall  upon  the 
le  of  the  sword,  and  shall  be  led  away  captive  into 
nations."    How  literally  all  this  has  beeiiMl^<c^\ 
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Read  the  histories  of  the  fall  of  Jerusalem  amidst 
unheard-of  miseries — famine,  fire,  and  the  swoid. 
Behold  the  Jews  scattered  among  all  the  i)eoples  of  tiie 
world— -a  standing  witness  to  the  truth  of  our  Lord's 
prophecy.  Look  back  to  the  annals  of  the  world  be- 
fore, and  since,  the  day  of  Jerusalem,  from  Sodom  and 
Gomorrah,  Tyre  and  Sidon,  the  Greek  and  Bomn 
Empires,  and  many  other  kingdoms  and  cities,  wbidi 
have  perished  in  the  midst  of  their  pride  and  luxmy. 
From  these  may  England  learn  that  her  only  snie 
foundation  is  Religion,  the  only  true  happiness  of  her 
I)eople  obedience  to  the  laws  of  Christ's  Gospel. 

'2nd  P  01  NT.  The  end  of  the  world,  and  the  Sign  of 
the  Son  of  Man  in  the  heavens. — The  disciples  had 
asked,  "  What  shall  be  the  sign  of  Thy  coming,  and  of 
the  end  of  the  world  ?"  To  this  our  Lord  replied,  "Ai 
the  lightning  cometh  out  of  the  east,  and  shineft 
even  unto  the  west,  so  shall  also  the  coming  of  the 
Son  of  Man  be."  Thus  passing  on  from  the  destruction 
of  Jerusalem,  He  gave  utterance  to  the  greater  prophecy 
of  His  coming  to  judge  the  world  in  the  Last  Day. 
**  The  sun  shall  be  darkened,  and  the  moon  shall  not 
give  her  light,  and  the  stars  shall  fall  from  heaven,  and 
the  powers  of  the  heaven^  shall  be  shaken ;  and  then 
shall  appear  the  sign  op  the  Son  op  Man  in  heatet: 
and  then  shall  all  the  tribes  of  the  earth  mourn,  and 
they  shall  see  the  Son  of  Man  coming  in  the  clouds  of 
heaven  with  power  and  great  glory.  And  He  shall 
send  His  angels  with  a  great  sound  of  a  trumpet^ 
and  they  shall  gather  together  His  Elect  from  the  four 
winds,  from  one  end  of  heaven  to  the  other.  ,  .  • 
And  there  shall  be  signs  in  the  sun,  and  in  the  moon, 
and  in  the  stars ;  and  upon  the  earth  distress  of  nations, 
with  perplexity;  the  sea  and  the  waves  roaring;  men'a 
hearts  failing  them  from  fear,  and  for  looking  after 
those  things  which  are  coming  on  the  earth :  for  the 
powers  of  heaven  ^\^\i  \i^  ^\3kaka\L»    And  then  shall 
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[ihey  see  the  Son  of  Man  coming  in  a  cloud  with 
power  and  great  glory."  WJiether  this  "  sign  of  the 
3on  of  Man  in  heaven  "  shall  be  the  Sign  op  His  Cboss, 
3r  not,  we  cannot  tell :  it  is  among  the  secret  things, 
still  locked  up  and  hidden  in  mystery.  Sufficient  for 
as  to  know  that  when  the  trumpet  shall  sound,  and 
tihe  myriads  of  imprisoned  bodies  be  gathered  out  of 
flie  graves  from  one  end  of  the  earth  to  the  other,  all 
Hia  £uthfal  redeemed  shall  see  their  crucified  Lord  in 
Hiis  glory  face  to  face ;  all  thoughts  will  centre  in  Him, 
bo  Whon;  th^y  lived,  in  Whom  they  died.  All  eyes 
shall  behold  Him  as  He  is;  Parables  and  analogies 
shall  be  no  more;  Jesus  the  Beloved  will  stand 
revealed  according  to  His  own  gracious  promises. 

Wonderful  it  is  that  all  the  warnings  of  Scripture 
fiul  to  rouse  men  to  the  realities  of  the  Judgment! 
Being  absorbed  in  the  interests  of  the  earth,  they  live 
to  the  passing  hour  in  forgetfulness  of  their  day  of 
•ceount,  and  of  those  words  of  Christ,  "  Therefore  be 
je  also  ready ;  for  in  such  an  hour  as  ye  think  not  the 
Son  of  Man  cometh." 

3rt?  P  01  NT.  The  Voice  of  the  Father  from  Heaven. 
•^All  things  combined  at  this  moment  to  distress  the 
eompassionate  Bedeemer:  His  clear  foreknowledge  of 
Hie  woes  coming  upon  Jerusalem,  and  the  future 
wickedness  of  all  ages  one  after  another,  heedless  of 
Hie  day  of  wrath,  had  given  rise  to  the  solemn  prophe- 
M  just  before  uttered.  Moreover,  it  was  the  last 
BOUT  of  His  ministry  on  earth ;  iEuid  ihe  near  approach 
i  an  agonizing  death,  from  which  His  human  nature 
xnild  not  but  shrink:  all  these  called  forth  the  ex- 
■easion  of  His  intense  feelings;  ''Now  is  My  soul 
nmbled;  and  what  shall  I  say?"  The  burthen  of 
£b  thoughts  found  relief  only  in  prayer;  and  He 
icajed^  "  Father,  save  Me  from  this  hour."  But  the 
Bvrard  struggle  of  His  soul  was  momentary :  though 
he  prayer  to  be  saved  fiom  the  death-woundE  oi  t\v^ 


saying,  *I  have  both  glorified  it,  aid  v 
e^ain.'"  He  prayed  to  God  under  i 
"Father;"  and  tbe  answer  was  immei 
audible  Voice  Jrom  the  Father.  It  was  a 
between  the  Pereons  of  the  Oodhead — b 
heaven,  and  firom  heaven  to  earth.  We  m 
to  fathom  the  meaning  of  words  bo  flill 
They  are  beyond  the  reach  of  hnman  tl 
cannot  wonder  that  all  who  were  preeei 
and  disciples,  should  be  struck  with  i 
heavenly  Voice.  "  The  people  that  stood  b 
it,  said  that  it  thundered ;  others  seid  an 
unto  Him."  But  Christ  declared  that  tl 
not  on  His  own  account,  but  theira,  to  sbre 
faith  in  TTim  as  the  Son  of  Ghid;  "Thi 
said]  came  not  because  of  Me ;  Imt  for 
Three  times  the  Voice  of  God  spake  to 
Son,  in  answer  to  prayer ;  onee  at  His  Ba; 
b^inningof  His  ministry;  ^ainatHisTii 
on  the  Mount,  and  now  at  the  cloee  of  H 
earth.  "  These  things  spake  Jesus,  and  d 
did  hide  Himself."    He  retired  to  nieditati(» 
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the  tnith  of  Thy  holy  Word,  which  reveals  to  us  the 
mystery  of  Thy  love  for  fallen  man.  Thou  didst 
glorify  Jesus  Christ,  to  save  sinners  from  Thy  wrath. 
Thou  didst  bear  witness  to  His  truth  in  Thy  Voice 
from  Heaven.  All  praise  and  thanksgiving  be  imto 
Thee.  In  the  days  of  His  humiliation  He  taught  us  by 
His  eocample  to  pray  unto  Thee  when  our  souls  are 
troubled.  Though  I  cannot  of  my  own  strength  offer 
ffuch  a  sacrifice  of  love  and  obedience  as  1  desire, 
mercifully  accept  such  as  I  am  able.  Pardon  all  my 
tins  for  the  sake  of  Christ  our  Saviour;  help  my 
infirmities  by  the  gift  of  Thy  Holy  Spirit,  Whom  with 
Thee,  and  Thy  eternal  Son,'  we  worship  and  adore. 
When  my  Saviour  cometh  in  His  glory  with  Thy 
holy  angels  to  judge  the  world,  grant  that  I  may  be 
finmd  among  the  redeemed,  whom  He  will  present 
before  Thy  throne,  acceptable  unto  Thee  in  His  love. 
Amen, 


For  Wednesday  qf  Bdy  Week,-^Mormng. 

Jbsus  is  Bbtsayicd. 

Ist  POINT.  Passes  the  day  in  seclusion.— In  two 
days  the  EveivBlessed,  the  mighty  Son  of  God,  will  be 
led  out  to  His  Crucifixion!  Let  us  retreat  from  the 
world,  be  silent,  meditate,  and  prepare  our  hearts  for 
the  awful  scene,  humble  and  contrite, — "hand  on 
mouth,  and  mouth  in  the  dust," — to  wonder  what  is 
coming  next.  At  the  opening  of  the  seven  mystical 
seals  in  the  visions  of  the  Eevelation  "  there  was  silence 
in  heaven  about  the  space  of  half  an  hour  "  (Eev.  viii.  1). 
What  must  have  been  the  wondering  Buspen&e  «.mowi^ 


bold  her  breath,  and  cower  beneaib  the 
etrifo  of  the  elements,  so  now  we  may 
realms  of  light  were  oTeiBhadowed  wbes 
bolts  of  the  Almighty  seemed  ready  to  bn 

condemned  City. 

2nfi  POINT.  All  Uungs  appointed  b. 
We  know  not  whither  oar  Lord  went  to  see 
with  His  disciples ;  but  "  He  did  hide  Hii 
the  public  view :  probably  He  sought  the  s 
garden  of  Gethsemane ;  for  "  He  often  resor 
The  deep  shades  of  the  ancient  olive-tre« 
moumiiil  thoughts.  This  day  is  one  mon 
chain  that  draws  ns  od  to  His  mysteric 
Now  is  to  be  fulfilled  the  first  of  those  sevei 
which  He  prophesied  should  come  upon  I 
Son  of  Man  shall  be  betrayed  unto  the  Chj 
alas!  by  one  of  His  own  disdplesl  Ingr 
treachery  inflicted  the  first  wounds  ou  hia  s 
"  Then  assembled  the  Chief  Priests  and  the 
the  Elders  of  the  people  unto  the  palace  • 
Priest,  who  was  called  Caiaphas,  and  coi 
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Paschal  lamb  was  to  be  sacrificed :  but  that  lamb  was 
the  type  of  Christ,  and  He  was  to  die  as  a  sacrifice  on 
the  Cross  in  the  very  monthy  on  tJie  same  day  cf  the 
fiumth,  and  at  the  very  hour  ordained  of  old.  They  would 
have  it  secretly :  but  according  to  the  Divine  counsels 
He  *'  must  be  lifted  up  "  on  high,  a  public  spectacle  to 
thousands,  and  a  witness  to  the  world  that  they  had 
slain  their  Messiah. 

Thinkest  thou,  0  my  soul,  to  escape  the  all-seeing 
eye  of  Gk)d,  when  thou  art  preparing  to  defile  thyself 
with  the  impurities  of  sin?  He  readeth  thy  every 
thought :  and  knowest  thou  not,  that  thou  art  a  temple 
consecrated  to  His  service?  and  wilt  thou  commit 
sacrilege  against  that  which  is  holy  ?  If  thou  art  not 
Nstrained  by  fear,  0  think  at  what  a  price  thou  hast 
teen  purchased  as  an  heir  of  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven, 
eten  by  the  precious  life-blood  of  Jesus,  thy  Kedeemer ; 
and  wilt  thou  be  a  traitor  to  thy  Lord  ? 

3rd  POINT,  Judas  leaves  his  Master. — Jesus  hav- 
tig  before  declared  that  He  was  to  be  delivered  into 
fte  hands  of  His  enemies,  now  again  said  to  His  dis- 
eiples,  "  Ye  know  that  after  two  days  is  the  feast  of 
ttie  Passover ;  and  the  Son  of  Man  is  betrayed  to  be 
cmdfied!"  Judas  was  not  present:  he  had  slunk 
away  &om  the  faithful  band  of  disciples  to  perpetrate 
tile  wicked  design  of  betraying  his  Master.  Jesus 
knew  whither  he  was  gone,  therefore  He  said,  "  The  Son 
of  ICan  ii  betrayed,**  At  that  moment  the  traitor  was 
flfiUing  the  life  of  his  Divine  Lord,  and  his  own  soul,  for 
thirty  pieces  of  silver.  Too  surely  the  compact  of 
nn  would  seal  his  hopeless  condemnation. 

0  Lord  my  Saviour,  Who  wast  betrayed  into  the 
Ittnds  of  cruel  men  by  one  of  Thy  disciples,  I  tremble 
to  think  what  would  be  my  judgment  if  all  faithless 
disciples  were  punished  as  they  deserve,    1  eoi&<&^ 
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that  I  have  oftentiines  weighed  the  wealth  and 
pleasures  of  the  world  in  a  balance  against  Thy  love, 
and  preferred  my  own  evil  ways  to  Thy  righteous  law. 
In  this  I  have  betrayed  my  compassionate  Master,  Ee* 
deemer,  and  Lord,  bartering  for  mere  trifles  Thy 
precious  Blood.  I  humbly  repent,  and  beseech  Thee 
to  restore  me  to  Thy  love.  O  look  upon  my  weakness 
with  the  eye  of  pity ;  let  the  light  of  Thy  countenanee 
shine  upon  my  contrite  soul ;  embrace  me  in  the  arms 
of  Thy  mercy,  that  I  may  be  restored  to  the  joy  of  Thy 
favour,  and  never  more  offend.  Grant  this  my  humble 
prayer  for  Thy  Name's  sake,  O  blessed  Jesus,  the 
Saviour  of  the  world.    Amen. 


For  Wtdnesday  of  Edy  Week, — Evening. 


Jesus  betrayed — continued, 

lat  P  01  NT,     Judas.—"  Then  Judas  Iscariot,  one  of 
the  Twelve,  went  unto  the  Chief  Priests  to  betray  Him 
unto  them.    And  when  they  heard  it,  they  were  glad, 
and  promised  to  give  him  money   .  .  .  then  Sato 
entered  into  Judas.*'    His  design  to  betray  his  Master 
became  more  fixed  after  the  supper  at  Bethany,  when 
the  hypocrite  complained  that  Mary's  alabaster  box  of 
ointment  was  not  sold  for  three  hundred  pence,  aBd 
given  to  the  poor.    Jesus  had  long  before  pronounced 
the  impious  man  to  be  a  devil  (John  vi  70),  knowing 
full  well  that  he  had  yielded  himself  a  victim  to  the 
bondage  of    covetousness ;  and  when  occasion  (^»ed 
would  sacrifice  to  his  besetting  sin  all  the  promiseB 
made  to  him  as  oiift  ol  >iJcia  okosen  Twelve.    "  And  he 
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rent  bis  vrs,j,  and  communed  with  the  Chief  Priests 
nd  captains  how  he  might  betray  Him  unto  them." 

2nd  P  OINT,  The  covenant  of  blood.— Behold  then, 
lie  whole  band  of  Priests  and  Elders  taking  evil 
otmsel  together  in  the  palace  of  Caiaphas  against  the 
jord*s  Anointed ;  and  the  traitor  without,  seeking  ad- 
littance.  Great  indeed  must  have  been  their  astonish- 
lent  when  word  was  brought  in  that  one  of  the  chosen 
?welve  was  at  the  door,  desiring  to  speak  with  them. 
Vhat  a  scene  in  that  wicked  council,  as  he  was  ushered 
a  to  open  to  them  his  dark  design  I  'What  hatefcd 
)assions  marked  the  anxious  brows  of  those  associates 
n  guilt,  as  they  trafficked  for  blood !  "  What  will  ye 
^ve  me  [he  said],  and  I  will  deliver  Him  unto  you?  .  . 
Ind  they  covenanted  with  him  for  thirty  pieces  of 
diver."  Judas  had  long  carried  the  purse  of  the  poor ; 
3ut  *'  he  was  a  thief :"  and  the  Eabbis  were  still  worse ; 
!br  they  held  the  treasure  of  the  Temple  given  by  the 
people  for  alms,  and  the  service  of  Gk>d;  and  &om 
:;ho6e  consecrated  funds  they  doled  out  the  silver 
jhekels  to  purchase  the  life  of  His  Well-beloved  Son! 

"  And  they  were  glad."  It  is  a  fatal  truth,  and  part 
)f  "  the  mystery  of  iniquity,"  that  sin  has  its  fleeting 
noments  of  unhallowed  pleasure,  though  death  is  its 
irages.  The  Priests  were  glad,  thinking  to  rid  them- 
lelves  of  One  whom  they  so  hated ;  whereas  the  seal  of 
Satan  was  on  the  wicked  contract,  and  stamped  the 
irrath  of  God  against  treacherous  Israel.  Such  is  the 
nure  fruit  of  all  iniquity ;  bitter  in  the  mouth,  sown  in 
lelf-deceit,  nurtured  by  self-indulgence,  punished  in 
lelf-destruction. 

Srd  POINT.  The  thirty  pieces  of  silver.-rFrom 
Ibe  words  of  Zechariah,  who  five  hundred  years  before 
azBctly  foretold  the  event  and  its  pimishment,  we  per* 
oeive  the  eharacteristio  hardness  of  avarice :  tiiere  was 
I  haggling  between  the  Priests  and  the  traitor  as  to  the 
price  of  blood ;  *'  And  I  said  unto  them,  ^  li  ^^  \2c^x^ 


404  The  Devout  Christian's  Help 

good,  give  me  my  price ;  and  if  not,  forbear.'  So  they 
weighed  for  my  price  thirty  pieces  of  silver."  The  Son 
of  God,  who  made  the  heavens,  is  sold  for  the  paltry 
sum  of  3/.  85.  2d,  of  our  money !  and  as  if  to  make  it 
more  reproachful,  more  insulting,  they  knew  that  it 
was  the  price  awarded  by  Moses  for  the  life  of  a  slave! 
(Exod.  xxi.  32).  The  opprobrious  covenant,  which 
passed  before  the  vision  of  the  prophet  by  the  Spirit  of 
Grod,  was  fulfilled.  Those  traffickers  in  human  flesh 
imagined  that  they  were  unseen.  But  the  eye  of  Christ 
penetrated  their  secret  chamber;  and  when  Judas  went 
back  to  Him  with  the  bag  of  silver  under  his  cloak, 
what  must  have  been  the  looks  that  passed  between 
the  Betrayed  and  His  betrayer  I  We  are  reminded  of 
the  passage  in  the  Book  of  Kings,  when  Gehazi  retnrned 
with  the  two  talents  of  silver,  which  he  had  trea- 
cherously extorted  from  Naaman;  and  "went  in,  and 
stood  before  his  master.  And  Elisha  said  unto  him, 
'  Whence  comest  thou,  Gehazi  ?'  And  he  said,  *  Thy 
servant  went  no  whither!*  and  he  said  unto  him,  'Went 
not  my  heart  with  thee  T  "  (2  Kings,  v.  25,  26).  The 
leprosy  that  cleaved  to  Judas  was  more  fatal  to  him 
than  Gehazi's.  But  from  that  time  he  sought  oppo^ 
tunity  to  betray  his  Master  secretly  in  the  absence  of 
the  multitude.  We  are  not  told  where  our  Lord  abode 
on  that  evening  of  Wednesday.  It  was  the  last  of  His 
freedom :  to-morro'^  at  night  He  would  be  a  prisoner 
in  the  house  of  Caiaphas,  waiting  for  death ! 

0  blessed  Jesus,  Lord  of  all  angels,  and  cherubim 
and  seraphim,  marvellous  was  Thy  love  for  sinners,  to 
take  upon  Thee  the  form  of  a  servant,  that  Thy  most 
precious  life  might  be  shamefully  sold  at  the  vile  price 
of  a  slave!  My  soul  cannot  penetrate  the  mystery; 
but  I  know  that  Thou  didst  give  that  life  a  ransom  for 
many.  O  grant  me  Thy  sustaining  grace,  that  I  never 
more  treacliexo\:is\y  "pvx^.  "IV^sfc  \si  ^j^^et  shame  by  eiil 
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lOTights,  or  openly  defy  Thee  by  my  sins.  I  behold 
'hee  seated  on  Thy  throne,  where  the  memorial  of  Thy 
leeding  wounds  will  never  perish,  but  live  before  the 
ather  ai^  an  all-prevailing  intercession  for  all  who  be- 
eve,  and  love  Thee.  O  help  my  feeble  endeavours  to 
lorify  Thy  Name,  and  in  this  solemn  season  of  Thy 
oknown  sufferings  join  with  Thy  holy  Church  in  the 
west  prostration  of  our  sorrowful  hearts.    Amen. 


For  Thursday  of  Holy  Week, — Morning, 


The  Last  Suppeb. 

1«^  POINT.  The  Upper  Koom.— The  eve  of  our 
Qost  blessed  Lord's  Crucifixion  is  a  day  of  solemn 
oreboding:  all  things  bid  us  prepare  for  the  awful 
Qystery  of  to-morrow,  when  the  heavens  will  be 
slackened,  and  the  earth  will  rock,  at  the  spectacle  of 
he  Son  of  Man  hanging  in  torments  on  the  bloody 
Jross.  And  shall  my  heart  alone  remain  unmoved? 
hall  I  stand  more  hardened  than  the  Jewish  multi- 
iide,  who  smote  upon  their  breasts  at  the  piteou^ 
ight?  shall  I  be  less  willing  to  believe  than  the 
k)man  Centurion,  who  declared,  "  Truly  this  was  the 
on  of  God."    0  never  be  it  said. 

Help  me,  0  Lord  Jesus,  to  pass  this  day  in  the 
ibdued  spirit  of  a  penitent  sinner— remembering  all 
ly  past  life  of  neglect,  my  coldness,  my  self-seeking, 
ly  ambitious  thoughts,  my  wilful  transgressions. 
urn  me,  0  turn  me,  by  Thy  grace  to  a  sorrowful 
inse  of  the  dishonour  I  have  cast  upon  Thy  sacred 
ame.  Melt  my  soul  to  pity  for  Thy  sufferings; 
jidle  my  affections  to  grateful  love,  in  return  for  the 
ee  gift  of  Thy  precious  Ijfe  on  my  bebalf  •,  ins]pfl»  xaa 
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with  wonder  and  admiration  of  Thy  goodness ;  bow  me 
down  to  adore  the  Majesty  of  Thy  Grodhead.  Whilsl 
Thy  disciples  are  preparing  fOT  Thy  Last  Supper,  help 
me  likewise  to  prepare  my  whole  being  to  partake 
of  the  Holy  Sacrament  of  Thy  sacred  Body  and  Blood, 
which  then  Thou  didst  appoint  for  the  comfort  and 
joy  of  believers  to  the  end  of  time. 

"  Gro  [said  our  Lord  to  Peter  and  John],  and  prepare 
us  the  Passover,  that  we  may  eat."  They  went  and 
found  exactly  as  He  had  appointed :  when  they  entered 
into  the  city  they  met  one  bearing  a  pitcher  of  water, 
who  led  them  to  the  house  of  a  "  good  man  " — doubtless 
some  known  disciple,  who,  hearing  that  the  Great 
Prophet  required  the  use  of  his  ''guest-chamber," 
showed  them  "  a  large  Upper  Eocwn  furnished,"  which 
we  have  reason  to  think  was  afterwards  for  a  while 
their  refuge,  when  their  Divine  Master  was  taken 
from  them ; — there  they  made  ready  the  Passover. 

2nd  POINT.  The  Supper.— Behold,  the  Lord  of 
all  our  hopes  is  seated  at  the  supper-table  with  His 
beloved  disciples.  He  knew  that  they  would  eat  no 
Paschal  supper  to-morrow,  when  all  would  be  confu- 
sion, and  flight,  and  agony  of  mind  :  but  He  purposed 
that  they  should  partake  beforehand  of  a  Feast  mow 
precious,  more  sacred,  which  should  be  to  them,  and 
to  all  the  believing  members  of  His  Church,  a  memorial 
for  ever  of  His  own  Death,  as  the  Great  Sacrifice  of 
Atonement  for  a  world  of  sinners.  Every  word  He 
utters  has  a  deep  mystical  meaning;  ''With  desire  I 
have  desired  to  eat  this  Passover  with  you  before  I 
sujffer :  for  I  say  unto  you  I  will  not  any  more  eat 
thereof,  until  it  be  fulfilled  in  the  Kingdom  of  God."  He 
speaks  of  the  consummation  of  the  Paschal  rites  of  eat- 
ing and  drinking,  now  to  be  transformed  into  the  Sacra- 
ment of  the  new  covenant,  in  the  Holy  Communion  of 
His  Body  and  His  Blood.  It  is  a  prophecy  also  of  the 
glory  yet  beyond,  \i\ieii  \Xv6^  %\mj>.VI  see  Grod,  and  eat, 
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ad  become  one  with  God,  and  God  be  All  in  all  in  the 
erfect  consummation  of  bliss  unchanging. 

Wonderful  to  say,  there  was  now  again  "a  strife 
mong  the  Twelve  which  of  them  should  be  accounted 
le  greatest!"  Perhaps,  in  their  desire  to  be  nearest  to 
leir  Master,  some  contention  had  arisen  as  to  their 
laces  at  the  table.  They  saw  how  sorrowful  He  was 
eft,  with  a  strange  inconsistency,  they  disputed  for 
recedence!  This  gave  occasion  to  one  of  the  most 
BTectiiig  incidents  in  the  life  of  our  Lord,  presenting  to 
B  a  matchless  example  of  meekness,  and  putting  to 
hame  the  pride  of  man's  nature.  Although  He  knew 
tiat  "  the  Father  had  giyen  all  things  into  His  hands, 
nd  that  He  was  come  from  God,  and  went  to  God," 
et  He  condescended  to  the  office  of  a  servant,  that  we 
U,  in  every  rank,  should  learn  the  grace  of  humility. 
le  rose  from  the  table,  laid  aside  His  upper  garments, 
girded  Himself  with  a  towel,  and  poured  water  into  a 
>asin!  What  was  their  astonishment  when  "He 
legan  to  wash  the  disciples'  feet,  and  to  wipe  them  with 
he  towel  wherewith  He  was  girded  1"  Wonderful  self- 
iliasement!  never  to  be  forgotten.  But  that  which 
^ives  the  last  deep  touch  of  solemn  interest  to  the  scene  is 
he  fact,  that  the  traitor  was  among  them ;  "  The  devil 
laving  now  put  into  the  heart  of  Judas  Iscariot, 
^neon's  son,  to  betray  Him."  His  Lord  knew  that 
boBe  treacherous  feet,  washed  by  His  hand,  yet  not 
leansed  (as  He  Himself  said, ''  Ye  are  not  all  clean '';, 
ronld  hasten  away  to  betray  Him  to  His  enemies ; "  Yea, 
One  own  familiar  friend,  in  whom  I  trusted,  which 
id  also  eat  of  My  bread,  hath  lifted  up  his  heel  against 
[e."  Even  now,  as  he  sat  at  table,  he  bare  about  him 
lie  wages  of  his  iniquity— the  thirty  shekels  of  silver. 
atan  held  him  fast  in  his  toils;  otherwise  he  must 
ave  been  overwhelmed  by  his  Master's  act  of  conde* 
aenedon,  and  have  cast  himself  at  His  feet  to  confess 
is  black  design. 

*'  So  after  He  had  washed  their  feet,  and  \xajd.  \Akfow 
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His  garments^  and  was  set  down  again^  He  said  unto 
them, '  Know  ye  what  I  have  done  nnto  you  ?  Te  call 
Me  Master  and  Lord :  and  ye  say  well^  for  so  I  am.  If 
I  then,  your  Lord  and  Master,  have  washed  your  feet,  ye 
ought  also  to  wash  one  another's  feet.  For  I  have  given 
you  an  example,  that  ye  should  do  as  I  have  done  to 
you.' "  The  law  of  Chrisf  s  Gospel,  though  represented 
under  such  a  variety  of  images,  is  above  all  things 
practical,  adapted  to  each  man's  every-day  life,  to 
govern  his  heart,  and  improve  his  temper, — ^to  fonn 
in  him  humility,  loving  forbearance,  the  courteous 
spirit  of  condescension  towards  every  one  in  what- 
ever rank  or  station,  who  professes  to  be  a  disciple 
of  the  Divine  Bedeemer.  In  so  far  only  as  hmnan 
pride  is  subdued  to  the  meekness  of  the  lowly  Jesus, 
Who  presided  in  that  Upper  Eoom,  the  prophetic  song 
of  the  angels  over  Bethlehem  is  fulfilled  in  His  Ghaich, 
"  Peace  on  earth,  good  will  towards  men." 

^rd  POINT.  Our  Lord's  last  legacy  to  the  world- 
The  Supper  was  ended.  It  is  the  parting  hour.  The 
Son  of  God  is  sorrowful !  His  soul  melts  with  love  and 
compassion  for  those  He  came  to  redeem.  He  had 
lived  a  life  of  poverty  on  earth :  He  had  no  home— no- 
where to  lay  His  head :  His  garments,  and  a  seamless 
coat,  "  woven  from  the  top  throughout,"  were  His  only 
possessions;  and  of  these  He  would  be  shamefolly 
stripped  ere  He  died.  Had  He  then  nothing  to  give 
to  His  disciples,  and  to  the  world  He  so  loved,  as  a  last 
bequest  and  testament  of  His  affection  ?  Yes,  He  had 
a  gift  for  all,  of  which  they  might  each  afterwards  say, 
"  This  was  my  Divine  Lord's  dying  legacy ;  this  He 
gave  me  with  His  own  sacred  hand  the  day  before  He 
suffered;  and  bade  me  keep  it  in  remembrance  of 
Him,  to  make  Him  ever  present,  and  even  within  me;— 
a  memorial  of  His  love,  a  foretaste  of  His  Presence  in 
Heaven."  He  reserved  it  to  the  last — to  the  time  of 
parting,  when   evet^  uVwstasi'ife  ^  most   impresedve. 
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Beep  in  the  recesses  of  the  Diyine  mind  there  is  a 
pforposed  giffc,  mysterious  beyond  all  but  Bis  Tdsdom  to 
ocmceiye — beyond  all  but  His  grace. to  bestow.  And 
because  there  could  be  nothing  more  precious  on 
earth.  He  giyes  Himsjelf  sacramentally^  as  the  Paschal 
Lamb,  that  His  Mthful  disciples  may  never  cease  to 
feed  on  Him! 

0  my  soul,  do  thou  keep  fast  hold  of  this  inestimable 
Gift  Whenever  thou  dost  partake  of  Christ  in  a  lowly, 
penitent,  and  believing  spirit,  thou  art  made  one  witii 
Him  in  an  unspeakable  imion.  It  is  this  mystery 
above  all  that  connects  thee  with  the  sipirtual  world — 
for  Bis  Flesh  is  meat  indeed.  His  Blood  is  drink  indeed. 

0  good  and  gracious  Jesus,  the  true  Paschal  Lamb, 
the  spotless  Lamb  of  God,  the  Lamb  of  Atonement 
tbat  taketh  away  the  sins  of  the  world,  hear  my  humble 
pnyer.  Grant  that,  being  sprinkled  with  the  Blood 
rfThy  Sacrifice  on  the  Cross,  I  may  receive  pardon  of 
iH  my  sins,  and  be  justified  in  the  sight  of  Thy  Heavenly 
Ather,  through  Thy  only  merits.  Who  art  One  with 
Him  and  the  Holy  Ghost  from  all  eternity.    Amen, 

0  merciful,  meek,  and  loving  Saviour,  Who  didst 
demean  Thyself  to  wash  the  feet  of  Thy  disciples,  do 
Ihoa  also  wash  away  all  my  iniquities  which  I  con- 
tmet  in  my  passage  through  the  world,  that  I  may 
bo  dean  in  Thy  sight.  Grant  unto  me  the  spirit  of 
knmility,  purity,  and  charity,  that  I  may  follow  Thy 
ample,  and  condescend  to  the  lowest  offices  of  love  to 
otiieBk  I  will  remember  Thy  words  at  the  supper- 
iftfale,  "  If  ye  know  these  things,  happy  are  ye  if  ye  do 
ftem."  All  praise,  glory,  and  thanksgiving  be  imto 
Tbee.    Amen. 

0  Lord  Jesu  Christ,  I  believe  that  Thou  didst 
gnwioiisly  give  unto  Thy  Church  a  dying  legacy  of 
bre^  even  Thy  most  dear  Self,  to  be  the  rich  leya&X.  c^ 

^  IS. 


Huppet  m  Heaven.    Amen. 


Maandai/  Thursday. — Evening, 

The  Etk  of  our  Lord's  Csugifi 
ls(  POINT.  The  Institution  of  the  H 
—The  Paschal  supper  was  ended.  Bat  w 
said,  "  With  desire  I  have  desired  to  eat 
with  yon  before  I  suffer,"  He  bad  a  hi| 
them  in  reaerve.  The  Passover  was  a  t; 
yield  to  the  Reality,  The  lost  Passover 
prelude  to  the  first  Euchaiist!  Cont«m] 
the  presence  of  His  disciples  institnting  t 
of  His  Body  and  Blood.  This  was  to  be  I 
of  Presence  when  His  Visible  Form  was  i 
their  s^bt.    He  was  hereby  ful6Uing  ' 
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ttot  only  before  the  eyes  of  men,  bnt  before  the  eyes  of 
ffis  Father.  It  is  thus  His  death  will  be  shown  forth 
in  the  sight  of  heaven  continually.  Jesus  is  the  High 
Priest  after  the  order  of  Melchisedeo ;  beneath  the  veils 
)f  bread  and  wine  He  oflfers  Himself,  by  this  means 
^leading  His  Sacrifice  on  earth  in  mystery,  as  He 
dsibly  pleads  it  within  the  heavenly  courts.  Thus  the 
)ne  All-Perfect  Sacrifice  of  the  Cross  is  ever  operating 
ipon  the  E^ind  of  God,  and  its  complete  merit  is 
applied  to  a  sinful  race.  The  centre  of  heavenly 
worship  is  the  Lamb  as  it  had  been  slain — our  Lord 
¥ith  the  marks  of  His  Passion,  still  shining  in  His 
glorified  Body.  The  centre  of  the  worship  on  earth  is 
the  Lamb  in  Sacramental  mystery.  Through  this 
Sacrament,  Jesus  willed  to  communicate  Himself  to 
all,  not  merely  the  virtue  of  His  Presence,  but  Himself, 
from  wjtiom  the  virtue  flows ;  willed  to  be  within  the  soul 
its  life,  its  stay,  its  joy,  its  contentment,  its  sustenance, 
ifcB  i)eace.  He  not  only  gave  Himself  for  us  in  suffering 
on  the  Cross,  but  in  thds  new  and  living  way  He  gives 
Himself  to  us,  to  be  ours  entirely,  to  renew  every 
portion  of  our  being  through  contact  with  Himself— to 
be  ours.  Life  with  life.  Mind  with  mind.  Soul  with 
Boal,  Flesh  with  flesh,  that  we  may  be  one  with  Him, 
tnd  He  one  with  us. 

Listen  to  His  words— all  is  silent  and  still.  Each 
«rand  hushed;  each  eye  gazing  on  the  Eedeemer  as 
He  arranges  the  elements  in  preparation  for  the  un- 
known mystery.  "Jesus  took  bread  and  blessed  it, 
tnd  brake  it,  and  gave  it  to  His  disciples,  and  said, 
'Take,  eat,  THIS  IS  MY  BODY.'  And  He  took  the 
enp  and  gave  thanks,  and  gave  it  to  them,  saying, 
•Brink  ye  all  of  this,  for  THIS  IS  MY  BLOOD  of 
ttie  New  Testament,  which  is  shed  for  many  for  the 
nmission  of  sins  V  " 

Thns  did  our  Lord  ordain  the  Blessed  Sacrament — 
His  last  testament  before  dying — the  inheiit«aeft  ^i 

[k  Church,  the  Jugiest  privilege  of  the  iai\3a.tv3l,^''ra>^ 


gives  jumseii  lo  au;  out  tnose  only  wi: 
diepoflitionB  reoeive  the  yirtuee  of  the  Baa 
Ooutemplate  then,  my  soul,  this  eaata 
and  be  diligent  in  thy  preparation  as 
near ;  be  cleansed  from  thy  sine,  ezami 
enlarge  thy  desires,  pray  eameetly  that 
be  in  tlie  grace  and  friendship  of  God  i 
approach  the  altar. 

2)ni  POINT.  The  traitor  Judas.— By 
permiBsion  Jadas  had  partaken  of  the  Hoi 
thus  UBii^  bis  free-will  to  abnse  the  last  o 
grace,  and  aealii^  his  hopeless  condem 
thought  is  too  terrible  to  dwell  upon. 
Lord  penetrated  the  secret  of  his  impio 
knew  the  price  for  which  He  was  alrea 
wonder,  therefore,  "  He  was  troubled  in 
He  dedared  that  there  was  a  traitot  a 
"  Verily,  verily  I  saj  unto  you,  that  one 
betray  Me.  .  ,  .  Behold,  the  hand  of  him  tl 
Ikle  is  with  Me  on  the  table.  .  .  .  The 
goeth,  as  it  is  written  of  Him :  but  woe  ui 
bv  whom  the  Son  of  Wan  is  betravedl 
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possession  of  him.  From  that  time  every  circumstance 
would  snpply  some  fresh  motive  to  impel  him,  step  by 
step^  to  his  own  damnation.  0  fearful  thought !  that 
men  bom  with  immortal  spirits,  in  the  image  of  God) 
may  be  led  on  in  a  reckless  course  to  utter  destruction 
by  yielding  themselves  to  one  hateful  sin !  "  Then  Jesus 
said  unto  him,  'That  thou  doest  do  quickly.'"  And 
he  went  immediately  out.  By  the  time  he  could 
gather  a  band  of  soldiers  from  the  priests,  with  their 
I&ntems  and  weapons^  his  Master  would  be  ready  to 
deliver  Himself  up. 

Wonderf al  is  this  history^  showing  how  essential  it 
is  to  preserve  our  souls  from  all  pride,  avarice,  and  im** 
parity,  by  keeping  a  strict  watch  over  our  most  secret 
thoughts,  and  to  be  cleansed  from  all  these  by  the 
precious  Blood  of  Jesus,  lest  we  draw  near  to  the  holy 
mysteries  without  the  grace  of  justification  and  a  good 
oonscience.  We  might  well  tremble,  when  we  consider 
the  extreme  j)eril  of  receiving  Christ's  sacred  Body  and 
Blood  unworthily ;  but  then  His  sentence  against  those 
who,  being  invited,  refuse  to  come,  is  also  fearful ;  for 
He  declared,  "  Except  ye  eat  the  Mesh  of  the  Son  of 
Man,  and  drink  His  Blood,  ye  have  no  life  in  you." 
Let  us  pray  that  He  will  so  open  our  eye  of  faith  to 
understand  those  words,  that  we  may  receive  all  the 
klppy  effects  of  His  own  Divine  Institution. 

Sri  POINT.  Peter  forewarned  that  he  Would 
deny  his  Master.-^The^  departure  of  Judas  wto  a  relief 
to  the  over-burthened  mind  of  our  Lord.  He  ex- 
daiined,  *'  Now  is  the  Son  of  Man  glorified,  and  Gk)d  is 
glorified  in  Him."  In  every  circumstance  of  His  life 
the  Father  had  been  glorified;  and  especially  now  it 
Voold  be  in  His  Death,  Besurreotion,  and  Ascension. 
Observe,  as  the  hour  of  separation  draws  on,  He  speaks 
to  His  disciples  with  peculiar  tenderness^  calling  them 
hf  the  endearing  name  of  "  children  "  and  "  friends ;" 
"little  children,  y6t  a  little  while  I  aila  with,  'joxjl.  •  .  , 
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whither  I  go  je  nannot  come :"  and  ngain,  "  Ye  km  n 
friends.  .  .  .  htnceforth  I  call  you  not  eervmits. . 
but  I  have  called  yon  friends."    But  that  tliey  migbl  I 
be  a  comfort  to  each  other  after  He  wna  gone,  Ee  I 
addreaaoa  thoso  memorable  words  to  them,  "  ' 
commandment  I  give  nnto  yon,  That  ye  love  anotha;  1 
as  I  Lave  loved  you,  that  ye  also  love  one  another,   Bi 
this  shall  all  men  toow  that  ye  are  My  disciples,  if  jt 
have  love  one  to  another."    He  calls  it  a  new  c 
mandment,  though  they  had  often  heard  it  before;  snd 
now  He  rei)eats  it  as  the  crowning  law  of  His  Gospel  ;- 
the  Golden  Precept  of  Hie  new  kingdom  on  earth,  to 
which  all  are  to  mould  their  hearts  and  tempers.    Petec 
hearing  hie  Mafiter'a  words,  "Whither  I  go  ye  cfuUBl 
como,"  asked,  "Lord,  whither  goest  Thou?  whyca 
I  follow  Thee  now?  I  will  lay  down  my  life  for  Tlij 
sake."    Alas!  hismiEtaken  confidence  in  hiniBelf  biiip 
down  upon  him  a  aod  prophecy.    Jesus  knowing  ^ 
would  den^/,  as  well  as  who  would  hrtray  Him,  answered,    I 
"Wilt  thou  lay  down  thy  life  for  My  soke?    Veriljf, 
Tcrily  I  say  unto  thoa,  The  cock  shall  not  crow  till 
thon  hast  denied  Me  thrice."    And  too  surely  the  words    ; 
will  come  to  pass  before  to-morrow's  morning  watch.       I 

JBrHjiEr.  I 

O  merciful  Jesus,  Wlio  wast  betrayed,  and  denieil, 
and  deserted  bj  Tliy  own  chosen  disciples,  I  confess 
that  I  have  all  my  life  long  transgressed  against  TLws, 
denied  and  forsaken  Thee :  and  if  I  have  not  feUen  into 
deadly  sin,  it  has  been  only  by  Thy  preventing  graoa 
"  How  can  I  ever  again  offend  such  riches  of  imeroj  is 
are  in  Thee,  0  crucified  Saviour?  and  yet  whilst  I 
carry  this  body  of  sin  about  me,  I  fear  1  sball :  bat, 
Lord,  I  do  from  my  heart  renounce  and  abhor  sll 
things  that  displease  Thee ;  I  resolve  to  the  utmost  d 
my  power  to  resist  all  temptations,  and  to  become  as 
totally  Thine  aa  m^  feail  ^afccae  "trill  permit  me.  0 
pardon  all  my  iai^B^,  Wi'»s?'^.  «a.  i&i  -^-osskk.  «*. 
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thanksgivings,   and   supply   all   my   wants.     Amm, 
Amen"  * 

4ih  POINT,    Our  Lord's  last  discourse  with  His 
disciples. — Judas  "  went  immediately  out ;  and  it  was 
night"    Then  our  Lord  continued  His  discourse  with 
tiie  Apostles, — ^that  memorable  discourse,  which  occu- 
pies four  chapters  of   St.  John's  Gospel.     It  is  the 
soothing  fjEirewell  of  a  benign  Master,  full  of  comforting 
words,  to  be  treasured  up  in  their  memories,  under  all 
future  sufferings  for  His  Name's  sake.    Before  He  is 
snatched  away  from  them  by  the  most  cruel  of  deaths, 
He  prepares  their  minds  for  the  event :  He  reveals  to 
ihem  His  constant  presence  with  them  on  earth,  and 
their  future   reward   in  the  many  mansions  of  His 
Father's  House,  whither  He  was  going  to  prepare  a 
place  for  them.    Holy  men  of  all  times  have  loved  to 
dwell  on  the  beauties  of  this  Divine  discourse,  which 
may  be  called  the  summing  up  of  the  rich  promises  of 
Christ  to  His  Church.    We  could  never  tire  of  dwelling 
upon  each  sentence,  so  full  of  love  and  consolation :  but 
the  night  wears  on,  and  we  must  go  forth  to  Greth- 
semane.    Yet  it  is  impossible  to  pass  by  a  few  passages 
unnoticed.    Jesus  comforts  His  disciples  amid  the  sad- 
ness of  His  approaching  departure,  strengthens  their 
&ith  for  the  future,  and  speaks  to  them  of  Heaven  as  a 
Home,  where  the  .blessed  are  to  live  for  ever  in  the 
ih^esencc  of  His  Father,  Who  is  the  centre  of  all  joy,— 
tvithout  Whom  heaven  would  be  no  heaven  of  bliss.    He 
repeats  His  promise  of  the  all-prevailing  power  of 
Abater :  "Whatsoever  ye  shall  ask  in  My  Name 
tHAT  WILL  I  DO,  that  the  Father  may  be  glorified  in  the 
fion.    If  ye  shall  ask  anything  in  My  Name  I  will  do 
IT.  .  .  .  Verily,  verily  I  say  unto  you.  Whatsoever  ye 
shall  ask  the  Father  in  My  Name,  He  will  give  it  you. 
Bitherto  have  ye  asked  nothing  in  My'Name :  ask,  and 
re  shall  receive,  that  your  joy  may  be  full."    The 

*  Bishop  Ken. 
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prayers  of  the  new  Kingdom  of  Christ  on  ear&  m 
heard  both  by  the  Father  and  by  the  Son,  Who  in 
One  from  Everlasting,  the  same  in  Power  aad  Loro; 
Both  equally  merciful  to  grant  whatsoever  is  consistent 
with  the  Glory  of  Grod,  which  is  the  one  end  and  aim  of 
all  things  in  heaven  and  in  earth. 

In  this  sad  and  solemn  moment  Christ  reveals  to  Hii 
chosen  disciples,  more  clearly  than  He  had  ever  done 
before,  that  great  inscrutable  mystery  of  the  Thiee 
Persons  of  the  Sacred  Trinity.     He  saw  that  ihdr 
hearts  were  troubled;   and  desired  to  sustain  their 
courage  by  the  promise  of  a  blessing,  which  no  words 
can  measure  or    explain, — but  a   stedfast  fsdth  can 
accept,  and  make  its  own.     He  gave  to  His  Chuidi 
the  pledge  of  a  Divine  Comforter  and  Advocate  in  the 
Person  of  God  the  Holy  Ghost,  the  Paraclete,  Co-Equal, 
Co-Eternal,  with  the  Father  and  the  Son,  proceeding 
from  Both, — One  with  Both,  having  neither  beginning 
nor  ending.    In  and  by  the  Holy  Ghost  all  gifts  of 
Heaven  are  blessed  and  quickened.    "  If  ye  love  Me 
[saith  the  Divine  Eedeemer],  keep  My  commandments; 
and  I  will  pray  the  Father,  and  He  shall  give  you 
auothcr  Comforter,  that  He  may  abide  witli  yon  for 
ever ;  oven  the  Spirit  of  Truth,  Wliom  the  W(n-kl  can- 
not receive,  because  it  seeth  Him  not,  neither  knuwoth 
Him  :  but  ye  know  Him  ;  for  He  dwelloth  with  you, 
and  shall  be  in  you.    I  will  not  leave  you  comfortless ; 
I  will  come  to  you.  ...  If  a  man  love  Me,  he  will 
keep  My  words :  and  My  Father  will  love  him,  and  M'e 
will  come  imto  him,  and  make  Our  abode  with  him." 
Not  all  the  brightest  objects  of  the  world  can  wei^li  iu 
the  balance  against  these  Divine  sayings ;  for  all  the 
promises  of   earth  are  notliing  to   compare  \\'ith  tlu- 
Presence  of  the  Eternal  Father,  and  His  ever-bk*s><:il 
Son,  in  the  Unity  of  the  Holy  Sj^irit,  which  is  tlierein 
promised  to  His  Elect.     Thus  our  Divine  Lonl,  sj^eak- 
ing  of  the  FatUeY,  sa,y?^/' He  will  send  you  the  Jloly 
Ghost ;"   speaking  ol  l^ira&OLl,  "\  V^  Nfc»i\NJJiL  *^\vi.  ^<^^- 
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rter  unto  yon ;"  speaMng  of  Them  Both,  "  We  will 
me  unto  yon ;"  speaking  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  "  He  will 
me,  that  He  may  abide  with  you  for  ever." 
Truly  we  may  say,  that  we  are  compassed  about  by 
8at  mysteries,  living  in  a  spiritual  world,  in  the  very 
esence  of  the  Sacred  Trinity.  At  every  step  of  the 
)8pel  new  scenes  open  to  our  delighted  view.  We 
3  like  travellers  in  a  mountain  country,  who  with 
ich  toil  gain  first  one  great  height,  then  another,  and 
other,  till  they  reach  the  highest ;  and  from  thence 
>k  over  the  bright  magnificent  prospect,  as  upon  a 
w  world :— for  such  indeed  Christ's  Kingdom  is, — 
11  of  heavenlv  heights,  which  the  eye  of  faith  can 
iver  tire  of  oeholding.  What  could  the  merciful 
xleemer  do  more  for  His  beloved  disciples  than  He 
id  already  done  ?  imless  it  were  to  intercede  with  His 
eavenly  Father,  to  crown  them  with  His  choicest 
easing  after  they  were  deprived  of  His  own  guidance  ? 
nd  this  He  does,  conscious  of  His  Divine  relationship, 
3  the  Eternal  Son.  His  Prayer  begins  and  ends  with 
itercession,  not  for  the  Apostles  only,  "  but  for  them 
Iso  which  shall  believe  on  Him  through  their  word." 
le  'enters  beforehand  on  His  oflSce  of  Intercessor, — 
ever  to -cease  even  when  he  should  ascend  up  to  "  the 
Hory  which  He  had  with  His  Father  before  the  world 
fas,"  as  He  now  declared.  All  have  a  deep  interest  in 
his  sublime  prayer,  which  only  the  Apostles  were 
lennitted  to  hear :  it  is  recorded  for  the  comfort  of  the 
iithfal  till  time  shall  be  no  more.  They  had  often 
efore  seen  their  Master  in  prayer,  and  heard  His 
lacnlations  to  the  Father :  but  how  must  they  have 
een  moved  by  this  solemn  Intercession !  Surely  not  a 
Hind  would  be  heard,  tmless  it  were  their  sorrowfal 
ig^,  as  they  gathered  round  Him,  foreboding  a  Bepor 
ition  from  Him  they  so  much  loved. 
The  events  of  this  evening  have  all  been  sacred  and 
lysterious, — a  most  fitting  penitential  prei)aration  for 
18  sight  of  our  blessed  Lord's  bitter  Pae&ioii,  ^\)iOcL 


To  Cali-aiy  with  Christ  w 


For  Thuraday  c^  Hdy  Week. — Nv 

Thx  Ete  op  odb  LoBD'a  Csuoifi] 
Irf  POINT.  Christ's  ^ny  in  the  G 
last  Sopper,  oior  Lord's  Discouree,  and  H 
His  Heavenly  Father  were  ended.  "Am 
had  sm^  an  Hymn,  tiiey  went  out  into  tl 
Olives,"  at  the  foot  of  which  lay  the  oli 
Qethsemane.  0  that  we  m%ht  know  for 
vas  that  holy  Hymn,  sung  by  the  Apoeto! 
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already  doomed  to  destruction,  but  now  lighted  up  by 
a  moon  just  at  the  full,  and  casting  long  shadows  into 
the  silent  and  dark  valley  of  Jehosaphat,    When  they 
came  to  Grethsemane  Jesus  bade  the  disciples  sit  down, 
to  watch  and  pray,  lest  they  should  enter  into  tempta- 
tion.   He  knew  too  well  what  need  they  had  to  be 
strengthened  in  faith — how  soon  they  would  all  leave 
Him  in  the  hands  of  His  enemies.    Then  He  went  into 
the  garden  with  Peter,  James,  and  John.    Here  the 
mystery  of  the  Passion  opens  to  our  view :  all   be- 
tokens sorrow  and  suffering.    Sad,  most  sad  to  our 
thoughts  the  history  must  ever  be.    Alas !  it  was  the 
sin  of  man— the  sin  of  the  whole  world,  which  brought 
the  Holy  Victim  to  this  hour  of  agony.    We  all  have 
done  our  part  in  bringing  Him  to  this  desolation.    He 
was    strangely    overcome,  "sore    amazed,  and    very 
heavy."    "  My  soul  is  exceeding  sorrowful,  even  unto 
death :  tarry  ye  hero,  and  watch  with  Me."    He  with- 
drew a  little  way  from  them,  and  fell  on  His  face,  and 
prayed,  saying,  "  0  my  Father,  if  it  be  possible,  let  this 
Cup  pass  from  Me :  nevertheless,  not  as  I  will,  but  as 
Thou  wilt."    Three  times  He  went  away,  and  returned 
"saying  the  same  words."     This    threefold  restless 
hastening  to  and  fro  marks  the  depth  of  His  agony 
fBid  distress ;  this  threefold  prayer  pierces  our  hearts^ 
•B  showing  tiie  intensity  of  His  feelings  in  the  spiritual 
6Qitiflict :  but  no  words  could  express  more  forcibly,  in 
tte  midst  of  His  distress,  the  sublime  confidence  of 
Ss  Soul  in  His  Father's  wisdom  and  love,  the  entire 
Designation  of  His  human  feelings  to  His  Father's  Will. 
Bis  heart  was  faint  within  Him  at  the  prospect  of  the 
Qrncifixion :    but  far  beyond  this,  the  weight  of  iiie 
Wiath  of  God  for  the  accumulated  sins  of  mankind, 
^ch  He  took  upon  Himself,  overwhelmed  His  righteous 
spirit  with  that  "Unknown  Sobbow,"  whose  depths 
10  human  thought  can  fathom.     Then  it  was,  that 
*  being  in  an  Agony,  He  prayed  more  earnestly:  and 
His  sweat  was,  as  it  were^  great  drops  of  blood.  l-eJiiNm"?, 
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down  to  the  ground."  That  Cry  of  Agony,  that  earnest 
prayer,  went  np  from  Gethsemane — ^was  heard  on  the 
Father's  throne ;  "  And  there  appeared  an  angel  tmto 
Him  from  Heaven,  strengthening  Him."  The/Deeth- 
Gnp  cannot  pass  away,  if  the  prophecies  are  to  be 
fulfilled:  but  lo,  the  angel  drops  in  the  heaTenly 
balm  to  temper  aU  its  bitterness.  Observe,  the  angel 
appeared  to  /ftm— visible  through  the  darkness.  A 
supernatural  light  gleamed  through  the  deep  shades  of 
the  olive-garden.  It  was  a  message  of  consolatkm 
from  God  to  "the  Man,  Christ  Jesus;"  and  in  the 
strength  of  that  Heavenly  Communion  He  rose  from 
the  ground  reassured.  The  Agony  which  shook  His 
frame  had  passed  away;  His  spirit  was  calmed;  and 
the  angel  returned  to  the  reahns  from  whence  he  camei 

"  Couldest  thou  not  watch  with  Me  one  hour  ?"  said 
our  Lord,  moumfolly,  on  His  return,  to  the  self-confi- 
dent Peter; — for  he,  and  James  and  Jobs  had  Men 
asleep ;  "  Kise  up,  let  us  go ;  lo,  he  that  betrayeth  Me 
is  at  hand  .  .  .  immediately,  while  He  yet  spake,  came 
Judas  with  a  band  of  soldiers,  lanterns,  torches,  and 
weapons."  The  soldiers  were  struck  with  awe,  when 
they  beheld  Him,  and  went  back,  and  fell  to  the 
ground :  but  He  said,  "  If  ye  seek  Me,  let  these  go  their 
way."  Regardless  of  His  own  distress.  He  claima  the 
safety  of  His  beloved  disciples.  Now  Judas  had  givfin 
them  a  sign,  saying,  "  Whomsoever  I  shall  kiss,  that 
same  is  He :  hold  Him  fast."  And  the  traitor  canae  to 
Him,  saying,  "  Master,  Master,"  and  kissed  Him.  Not 
a  word  of  reproach  escapes  the  lips  of  Divine  meekness: 
but  Jesus  gives  him  to  understand  that  his  treacheronfl 
purpose  was  known :  "  Betrayest  thou  the  Son  of  Man 
with  a  kiss?*'  Then,  knowing  all  things  that  should 
come  upon  Him,  He  resigned  Himself  to  the  soldiers, 
who  bound  Him,  and  led  Him  away  to  the  house  cH 
Caiaphas.  As  He  had  foretold,  "all  the  disdples 
forsook  Him,  and  fled." 

"  Was  ever  sotto^  AiV^uTA^-yiaft  sorrow  of  my  cmdfied 
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Javiour,  Who  in  His  bitter  agony  did  sweat  great 
Irops  of  blood  flailing  to  the  ground!  He  was  most 
)erfidioiisly  betrayed,  delivered  into  the  hands  of 
vicked  men,  and  bound  as  a  malefactor.  All  this,  and 
nnch  more,  Thou  didst  suffer  on  behalf  of  sinful  men ! 
0niat  thanks,  then,  gracious  Lord,  can  I  return  to 
rhee  for  those  wonders  of  love  Thou  hast  showed  to 
ne  wretched  sinner,  which  the  very  angels  [who  never 
jimed]  so  much  admire  ?"  * 

2nd  POINT,  Christ  stands  accused  before  Caiaphas. 
—It  is  midnight.  The  multitudes  in  Jerusalem  are 
^one  to  rest :  but  the  spirit  of  mischief  stalks  abroad 
rhe  guilty  love  darkness  because  their  deeds  are  evil- 
rudas  has  been  faithful  only  in  wickedness— false  and 
reacherous  in  all  else.  He  has  delivered  up  his  Divine 
Ifaster  into  the  hands  of  His  enemies.  At  this  hour, 
herefore,  the  Chief  Priests,  the  Elders,  the  Scribes,  and 
til  the  council,  are  assembled  together  in  the  palace  of 
}aiaphas.  Christ  is  prepared  for  their  judgment. 
Behold,  the  Saviour  of  the  world  stands  falsely  accused 
)f  sedition  and  blasphemy  before  the  tribunal  of  His 
merciless  inquisitors.  They  are  fierce  and  cruel, 
moved  by  fear  and  hatred  to  destroy  the  "Great 
Prophet,"  who  had  exposed  their  hypocrisy,  and  fore- 
told the  destruction  of  their  Temple  and  nation.  Now 
that  He  was  securely  in  their  power,  it  remained  only 
to  go  through  the  form  of  a  trial,  when,  sentence 
being  passed  against  Him,  they  might  carry  Him 
before  the  Eoman  governor  as  a  convicted  criminal. 
Ee  is  reproached  and  insulted;  being  fast  bound  in 
oords,  defenceless,— He  is  smitten  on  the  cheek  by  an 
officer!  He  might  have  withered  the  arm  of  the 
striker  with  palsy,  or  sent  him  forth  from  His 
presence  "a  leper  white  as  snow."  But  He  meekly 
answered,  "  If  I  have  spoken  evil,  bear  witness  of  the 
evil:  but  if  well,  why  smitest  thou  Me?"    The  pro- 

*  iii^hop  Ken.  ^ 
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phecy  of  David  comes  to  pass,  "  False  witnesses  did 
rise  up ;  they  laid  to  my  charge  things  that  I  knew  not" 
(Ps.  xxxiv.  11).  So  now  it  was ;— "  many  bare  false  wit- 
ness against  Him,  bat  their  witness  agreed  not  together." 
They  breathed  out  slander  and  hatred  against  Him. 
Forsaken,  helpless,  and  alone.  He  made  no  answer  of 
reproof,  nor  oflfered  any  excuse.  In  simple  dignity  He 
looked  round  upon  them,  and  was  silent.  But  every 
single  soul  was  weighed  before  Him.  He  scanned  all 
the  future  of  Judas,  and  Gaiaphas,  and  each  false  wit- 
ness and  persecutor.  "Jesus  held  His  peace,  and 
answered  nothing."  At  length  Caiaphas  exclaimed,  "I 
adjure  Thee  by  the  Living  God,  that  Thou  tell  ns 
whether  Thou  be  the  Christ,  the  Son  of  Grod?  ...  Art 
1?hou  the  Christ,  the  Son  of  the  Blessed?"  The 
moment  was  now  come :  He  no  longer  withheld  the 
august  confession :  as  in  the^  presence  of  the  whole 
world.  He  uttered  the  great  truth,  which  never  ceaaeB 
to  speak,  "I  am,"  adding  those  most  solemn  words, 
"  Nevertheless,  I  say  unto  you.  Hereafter  ye  shall  see 
the  Son  of  Man  sitting  on  the  right  hand  of  power, 
and  coming  in  the  clouds  of  Heaven." 

"  Then  the  High  Priest  rent  his  clothes,  and  cried 
out,  *  He  hath  spoken  blasphemy :  what  further  need 
have  we  of  witnesses  ?  behold,  now  ye  have  heard  His 
blasphemy.  What  think  ye  T  They  answered,  and 
said,  *  He  is  guilty  of  death ;'  and  they  all  condemned 
Him  to  be  guilty  of  death." 

Then  followed  a  fearful  scene  of  tumultuous  sacril^ 
and  impiety :  "  They  did  spit  in  His  face,  and  buffeted 
Him :  and  others  smote  Him  with  the  palms  of  their 
hands.  And  when  they  had  blindfolded  Him,  th^ 
struck  Him  on  the  face,  and  asked  Him,  saying, 
'  Prophesy  unto  us.  Thou  Christ,  who  is  it  that  smote 
Thee?*  And  the  servants  did  strike  Him  with  the 
palms  of  their  hands.  And  many  other  things  blas- 
phemously spake  they  against  Him." 

0  most  dieaMv3lm^^U<a&\i<iiW3Qd  upon  the  merci/W 
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SaYiotir,  and  for  our  sakes !  Let  them  neyer  cease  to 
live  in  our  memories !  *'  Tell  ye  your  children  of  it, 
and  let  your  children  tell  their  children,  and  their 
children  another  generation"  (Joel  i.  3).  "He  was 
oppressed,  and  He  was  afflicted,  yet  He  opened  not  His 
mouth "  (Isaiah  liii.  7).  "I  gave  My  back  to  the 
smiters,  and  My  cheeks  to  them  that  plucked  off  the 
hair  "  (Isaiah  1.  6). 

The  unrighteous  sentence  of  condemiiation  being 
passed,  the  assembly  broke  up.  The  Eulers  in  their 
xnalicious  triumph  retire  to  their  own  houses,  to  medi- 
tate still  deeper  crime,  hardened  in  cruelty  and  unbelief. 
Christ  is  left  in  bonds, — a  prisoner  for  the  night  in 
the  hall  of  Gaiaphas  amidst  the  guards  and  servants 
who  had  mocked  and  smitten  Him  1 

O  my  soul,  dost  thou  not  admire,  and  love,  and 
comjwssionate  thy  suffering  Saviour,  thus  unrighteously 
betrayed,  bound,  dishonoured,  and  left  the  livelong  cold 
night  a  prisoner  in  the  hands  of  His  oppressors  ?  Think 
of  TTiR  spolless  innocence.  His  love  for  sinners.  His 
matchless  patience,  that  beautiful  coimtenance  shame- 
lessly defiled  and  smitten,  and  all  for  thee.  Canst  thou 
migraciously  remain  immoved?  so  senseless  to  all  fel- 
low-feeling for  His  persecuted  Humanity?  Prostrate 
thyself :  pour  out  thy  cries  of  agony,  that  thou  mayest 
weep  with  Him,  even  while  thou  dost  adof e. 

Srd  POINT,  Peter  denies  his  Master. — Amidst  that 
scene  of  confusion  before  Caiaphas,  Peter  was  warming 
himself  at  the  fire  ("  for  it  was  cold")  in  the  lower  part 
of  the  hall,  among  the  servants.  They  assailed  him 
with  accusations  of  being  a  disciple;  "Art  not  thou 
also  one  of  this  man's  disciples  ?"  again,  "  Thou  also  wast 
with  Jesus  of  Nazareth :"  and  again  a  third,  "  Did  I  not 
see  thee  in  the  garden  with  Him?"  But  Peter  each 
time  denied ;  "  I  know  Him  not ;"  again  with  an  oath, 
•*I  do  not  know  the  Man;"  and  again,  "He  began  to 
curse  and  to  swear,  saying, '  I  know  not  thia  '^^sysi  oil 
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Whom  ye  speak ;  and  immediately  the  cock  crew."  This 
last  denial  was  certainly  in  the  presence,  and  within 
hearing  of  his  Master :  for  then  ''  the  Lord  tamed,  and 
looked  upon  Peter."  In  ihe  midst  of  His  sufferings, 
onjoHtly  accused  by  perjured  witnesses,  insulted,  and 
stricken,  He  kept  a  watchful  eye  upon  His  wayeiing 
disciple.  He  knew  too  surely  what  would  happen. 
And  behold,  how  calmly  He  besurs  with  the  cruel  deser- 
tion and  fiE^sehood !  That  sorrowful  look  of  love  and 
pity,  more  eloquent  and  piercing  than  any  word  of 
reproach,  was  insupportable  to  the  unhappy  Peter: 
"  he  went  out,  and  wept  bitterly."  Well  might  he 
weep :  but  his  forgiving  Lord  would  dry  those  tears; 
perhaps  even  now  He  loved  him  more  tenderly,  as  a 
penitent,  than  when  he  so  confidently  declared,  "  Thou 
art  the  Christ,  the  Son  of  the  Living  Grod."  Peter 
would  still  receive  the  Divine  commission,  as  one  of  the 
Bishops  of  his  Master's  Church,  "Feed  My  sheep; 
feed  My  lambs  ;'*  he  would  still  die  the  death  of  a 
courageous  martyr  for  the  glory  of  that  Great  Name, 
which  now  through  weakness  he  had  denied. 

The  Hall  of  Caiaphas  was  our  Lord's  prison.  Dwk 
this  night, — the  eve  of  His  Crucifixion :  sorrowful  and 
solemn  to  those  who,  in  the  retirement  of  the  closet, 
in  family  prayer,  or  in  the  services  of  the  Church,  love 
to  call  to  remembrance  why  the  Son  of  Grod  endured 
false  accusation,  imprisonment,  and  death; — even  to 
turn  away  the  condemnation  which  otherwise  we  must 
have  suffered. 

How  often  hast  thou  denied  Him,  when  thou  oughtest 
to  have  glorified  His  Name  in  the  sight  of  all  men  I 
Prepare  thy  heart  for  the  scenes .  of  to-morrow— to 
behold  Him  crowned  with  thorns,  sinking  beneath  the 
weight  of  His  own  Cross  through  the  streets  of  Jeru- 
salem, that  He  might  suffer  the  torments  of  a  cruel 
death  for  thy  sake.  Well  may  we  sorrow  for  Him,  and 
for  ourselves,  and  for  all  men,  that  the  sin  of  the  world 
laid  its  buithen  oi  \mc\>3i\.^  m^t^  «o  holy  and  spotless  a 
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ctim.  The  night  was  cold ;  and  sadly  and  wearily 
366  hotms  passed  until  the  morning  light  broke  in, 
len  He  would  be  brought  again  before  the  council* 
Eun  condemned^  and  led  forth  to  Pontius  Pilate  to  be 
ally  adjudged  as  a  malefiEM^tor.  Sleepless  that  last 
;ht  on  earth :  doubtless  He  prayed  for  His  persecutors : 
he  sorrowful  sighing  of  the  prisoner'*  came  before 
B  Highest.  The  world  sleeps,  Jesus  meditates  and 
ays,  angels  watch,  the  Father's  Presence  sustains 
m,  the  Holy  Comforter  is  within  Him.  The  Goi>- 
kir  sustains  the  inward  conflict,  bitter  though  it  was. 

O  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  Creator  and  Light  of  the 
>Tld,  the  Glory  of  angels,  the  Bedeemer  of  mankind, 
praise  and  thanksgiving  be  unto  Thee  now  and 
eormore.    Amen, 

O  most  adorable  example  of  Humility,  Who  wast 
m  a  helpless  Child,  and  cradled  in  a  manger,  lived 
B  life  of  a  servant,  ministering  to  thousands,  and 
3d  the  death  of  a  malefactor,  we  worship  and  glorify 
lee.    Amen. 

0  Divine  pattern  of  all  meekness.  Who  didst  endure  to 

1  betrayed,  denied,  and  forsaken  by  Thy  disciples, 
amef  ally  spit  upon  and  smitten  by  Thine  enemies,  yet 
cUt  utter  no  reproach,  we  wonder  and  adore  "Hiee. 
men, 

Faxdon,  Lord,  the  coldness  of  our  hearts,  and  all  our 
d  iniquities ;  kindle  within  our  souls  the  fire  of  Thy 
>ve,  that  we  may  delight  in  Thy  Name  of  Jesus, 
mota ;  and  dedicate  our  lives  to  Thy  service,  foUow- 
g  the  example  of  Thy  charity,  forbearance,  and  hu- 
ility.    Amen, 


In 
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For  Good  Friday,    Morning, 

The  Suffebinqs  of  oub  host  Blessed  Lobd. 

Is^  POINT.  Jesus  Christ  again  condemned  to 
death. — This  morning's  sun,  which  rises  over  the  gilded 
pinnacles  of  the  Temple,  will  be  darkened  at  noon-tide, 
and  set  in  blood.  Jerusalem  will  rock  to  her  fonndar 
tions,  and  the  veil  of  the  tabernacle  be  rent  in  twain 
Ck>untless  multitudes  are  making  preparations,  and 
forming  parties  for  their  Paschal  supper.  All  the 
avenues  to  the  spacious  courts  of  the  Temple  are  thiddy 
thronged :  for  there  the  whole  congregation  must  ap- 
pear. The  Priests  and  Levites,  the  musicians  awl 
singers,  are  assembling  for  the  sacrifice :  for  at  three 
o'clock  on  this  evening  of  this  14:th  day  of  Nisan,  the 
Paschal  lambs  are  to  be  slain.  They  are  types  or 
figures  of  the  Lamb  of  God  :  and  at  that  hour  Christ, 
the  Great  Antitype,  will  die,  as  fore-ordained.  In  the 
midst  of  all  this  excitement  rumours  begin  to  spread 
through  the  city  that  Jesus,  the  Prophet  of  Nazareth, 
Who  had  stirred  the  hearts  of  all  men  throughout 
Gahlee  and  Judaea,  has  been  taken  before  the  conndl, 
and  condemned  to  death.  Meanwhile  the  Chief 
Priests,  Elders,  and  Scribes  are  once  more  as- 
sembled in  the  great  council-chamber  of  the  Sanhedrnn, 
to  confirm  more  solenmly  their  sentence  of  last  night 
He  is  led  in  before  them :  again  they  tempt  Him  with 
questions,  "  Art  Thou  the  Christ  ?  tell  us.  .  .  Art  Thon 
then  the  Son  of  God T'  As  it  weie  with  His  dying  word, 
with  that  voice  of  Divire  Faith,  incapable  of  falsehood. 
He  replies,  "  I  AM.'*  The  unbtiieving  Priests  exclaim, 
"  What  need  we  any  further  witness  ?  for  we  ourselves 
have  heard  oi  Hia  own.  mouth."     So  now,  and  for 
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^er,  but  in  a  very  different  spirit,  and  with  the  heart 
'  unwavering  faith,  may  all  generations  say,  **  What 
5ed  we  any  further  witness  ?  for  we  ourselves  have 
»rd  of  His  own  mouth,"  that  He  is  the  SON  OF  GOD, 
3rthy  of  all  praise  and  adoration. 
"  I  believe,  0  Thou  Eternal  Son  of  the  Father,  that 
liou  art  the  great  and  true  Grod,  Jehovah  our 
ghteousness  (Jer.  xxiii.  6),  God  above  all,  blessed  for 
er,  and  mighty  to  save :  all  Love,  all  Glory  be  to 
lee."* 

2ud  POINT.  The  death  of  Judas.— Judas  had 
ard  of  the  sentence  of  condemnation,  which  he  knew 
be  unrighteous.  The  wretched  victim  of  covetous- 
88  had  been  led  on  deeper  and  deeper  in  crime :  he 
d  given  himself  over  to  Satan ;  and  now  he  desired 

retrace  his  steps.  Alas,  too  late!  his  hard  task- 
ister  would  make  him  all  his  own.  The  money 
lich  he  had  so  hankered  after  lost  all  value  in  posses- 
m  :  the  wsiges  of  sin  carried  a  curse  to  his  bosom, — as 
3ner  or  later  they  always  do.  "He  brought  again 
B  thirty  pieces  of  silver  "  to  the  Priests, — the  accom- 
Lces  of  his  crime ;  "  I  have  sinned  [he  said]  in  that 
lave  betrayed  the  innocent  blood."  But  in  that  same 
ood  the  covenants  of  the  unrighteous  compact  must 

sealed!  And  mark  the  coarse  relentless  taunt  of 
3se  Priests, — those  ministers  of  miscalled  justice; 
3y  replied,  "What is  that  to  us?  see  thou  to  that." 
le  rei)entance  of  the  unhappy  man  was  not  unto  sal- 
tion, — but  despair:  the  grace  of  God  being  with- 
iwn,  his  remorse  was  all  the  more  terrible :  "He  cast 
wm  the  thirty  pieces  of  silver  in  the  Temple,  and 
nt  and  hanged  himself."  His  soul  departed  to  its 
wn  place ;"  his  body  was  a  vile  spectacle  to  all  the 
jsers  by,  and  buried  in  the  potter's  field;  his  name 
38  for  ever  as  "  The  Traitor." 
Uhere  is  no  one  vice  of  the  human  heart  without  ita 

*  Bishop  Ken. 


pangB.  Happy  are  they  vhoee  fiuth  b 
lead  them  to  the  only  Fonntain  of  roerey, 
from  the  Oroes  of  Chriet. 

3rd  POINT.  Christ  before  Pontmi 
Boman  governor. — The  Bnleia  caiued  ox 
bound ;  and  with  the  whole  multftade  leo 
the  goTemment-house  of  Pilate  in  fro 
paved  courtyard,  called  "Gabbatba;"  fi 
fl^t  of  stepe  led  np  to  the  "  Fnetoriii] 
judgment;  and  thither  our  Lord  was 
governor  sitting  on  the  tribimal  of  jnst 
portico,  at  tha  top  of  the  steps.  The 
follow  are  described  by  the  four  Evangel] 
power  of  truth,  that  they  pass  before  ns . 
picture.  Their  Bevei«l  accounts  are  en 
difTeront  eye-witnesses  might  be  ezpectei 
vast  tumultuous  assembly,  agitated  by  vii 
accosing  an  innocent  person  over  and  < 
various  exclamations,  before  an  iixesolnt 
being  convinced  that  the  charge  is  laiee, 
release  him,  is  swayed  to  and  fro  by  com 
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iswered  nothing,  insomuch  that  Pilate  maryelled."' 
Then  he  was  told  that  the  Prophet  was  a  Galilsean^ 
id  therefore  belonged  to  the  jurisdiction  of  Herod 
ntipas  (the  Tetrarch  of  Galilee),  he  sent  Him  to  that 
Tant,  hoping  thus  to  avoid  passing  any  judgment. 
bw  Herod  had  his  own  palace  in  Jerusalem,  and  being 
Jew,  was  come  up  to  attend  the  Passover :  to  him 
lerefore,  Pilate  sent  his  Divine  Prisoner,  with  the 
riests  and  the  crowd.  "And  when  Herod  saw  Jesus, 
3  was  exceeding  glad :  for  he  was  desirous  to  see 
izn  of  a  long  season,  because  he  had  heard  many 
lings  of  Him;  and  he  hoped  to  have  seen  some 
jracle  done  by  Him.  Then  he  questioned  with  Him 
I  many  words;  but  He  answered  nothing.  And  the 
hief  Priests  and  Scribes  stood,  and  vehemently  accused 
im."  Herod  had  no  jurisdiction  in  Jerusalem,  where 
1  authority  rested  with  Pilate  as  governor  of  Judaea. 
here  was  an  old  jealousy  between  them,  and  Herod 
3olined  to  make  himself  responsible  for  the  death  of 
}  remarkable  a  Person,  not  at  that  moment  his  own 
dscmer.  But  to  show  his  contempt  for  the  Prophet  of 
assareth,  he  and  his  men  of  war  set  Him  at  nought, 
locked  Him,  and  despitefully  "  arrayed  Him  in  a  gor- 
xras  robe,  and  sent  Him  back  to  Pilate.''  Behold  the 
leek  Saviour  of  the  world,  Who  for  three  years  and  a 
ilf  had  gone  about  among  this  stiff-necked  and  profli- 
ite  people,  healing  their  sicknesses,  restoring  their 
dpples,  their  lepers,  and  their  blind,  was  led  back  to 
flate  through  the  streets  of  the  city  in  mock  parade  of 
nysXty,  amid  the  gibes  and  insolence  of  the  multi- 
idel 

My  soul,  my  soul,  hast  thou  no  tears  to  shed?  no 
xnpassionate  sorrow  for  suffering  innocence,  no  shame, 
3  compunctious  visitings  of  conscience,  for  a  long  life 
f  cold  indifference,  neglect,  mistrust,  and  unbelief  in 
lis  thy  wounded  Saviour?  All  is  too  poor,  too  scanty 
f  express  "  the  propitious  wonder  '*  of  His  depths  of 
iQfve,    On  thy  knees  adore  Him,  and  Bay,  "  O  5^"Qi, 
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Tlion  art  Eill  Love ;  0  tendereet,  0  Bwectert,  0  p 
O  dearest  Lore,  Hoften,  sweeteii,  refine,  love  m,at 
nJl  Love  like  Thee." 

ilh  FOIST.  Barabbas,  a  robber  and  a  iqtib 
preferred  before  Cbriat — When  onr  sorrowing  Bayid 
W88  brongbt  back  to  the  governor,  Pilalc  again  m" 
together  the  Cliief  Priests  and  the  liulere  of  the  pe 
nnd  said  imto  them,  "  Te  have  brousht  thia  m 
me,  OS  ono  thnt  jierverteth  the  people ;  and  behoUjS 
having  examined  Him  before  you,  liave  fonnd  d 
in  this  Man  tonching  those  tilings  whereof  jn 
Him :  no,  nor  jet  Herod :  for  I  sent  yon  to  hio 
]o,  nothing  worthy  of  death  is  done  nnht  Him.  I^ 
therefore  chastise  Him,  and  let  Him  go.  Bui  the;  ca 
out,  ■  Crucify  Him,  crucify  Him.' "  Pilale  i 
times  took  our  Lord  into  the  Pnetoriiun,  ttio  hall  i 
justice,  to  examine  Him  privately  as  to  hia  r^  cb- 
rncter  and  purposes :  and  each  time  woa  m 
tit  His  mysterious  answers,  more  convinced  of  His 
entii-e  innocence  of  any  CTil  designs.  This  heathen 
Rovernor  had  witnessed  no  miracle  of  Jeaus ;  he  kne» 
not  the  prophets ;  he  looked  for  no  Hossias  \  but  as  he 
utood  face  to  face  with  One  so  meek,  ao 
falni  nnder  all  his  indignities,  he  marvelled.  Wbit 
then  were  the  feehngs  of  awe,  when  Jesus  decland 
Himself  to  be  not  of  this  world,  but  the  Soa  of  Gtd! 
having  a  Kingdom  beyond,  and  liighor  than  the  c«rih. 
It  was  the  usual  custom  at  the  Passover  for  tks 
Roman  governor  to  give  up  to  the  Jewish  multitude 
Rome  one  favourite  prisoner  of  their  own :  and  Piiate,  j 
remembering  how  the  people  had  a  fow  days  before 
brought  Jtisua  into  the  city  with  cries  of  "  Hosanns,' 
linped  to  save  His  life  by  oftering  Him  to  their  choice. 
TJierefore  he  came  out  again  from  the  judgment  hall, 
and  said  to  them,  "  I  find  in  Him  no  foult  at  all ;  bnl 
ye  have  s.  costem,  ^Vi^A  \  a'liwj.'ji  leleaae  unto  you  toe 
at  the  Paseovet ".  vjSi  ■je  ftiettiUst^  NSoaS.  "V  tfiwiisfe'saSii 
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you  the  King  of  the  Jews?  ....  But  the  Chief 
Prieists  moved  the  people,  that  he  should  rather  release 

Barabbas  unto  them "What  will  ye,  then,  that 

I  shall  do  unto  Him  Whom  ye  call  the  King  of  the 
Jews?"  And  they  cried  out  the  more  exceedingly, 
"  Crucify  Him.*'  Then  Pilate,  willing  to  content  the 
people,  released  Barabbas  xmto  them,  "  who  for  sedi- 
tion and  murder  was  cast  into  prison." 

O  stupid  perversity,  to  choose  darkness  rather  than 
light;  to  prefer  a  robber  to  their  Benefactor!  "0 
phrenzied  folly  [says  St.  Augustine],  to  kill  One  Who 
raised  the  dead,  and  release  a  murderer,  who  slew  the 
living*!"  And  as  another  holy  man  exclaims,  "0 
miserable  and  unhappy  bartering!  to  deliver  to  the 
death  of  the  Cross  the  innocent  Anointed,  and  receive  a 
seditious  malefactor;  to  exchange  the  Lamb  for  the 
wolf,  gold  for  dirt  1" 

5th  POINT,  The  Son  of  God  scourged  by  the  hands 
of  men. — Well  might  Pilate  be  astonished  at  the  fickle 
people.  Nevertheless,  being  anxious  to  save  the  life 
of  Jesus,  and  having  before  proposed  to  chastise,  and 
release  Him,  he  still  hoped  by  this  means  to  satisfy  the 
Priests.  For  this  cause  he  delivered  Him  to  be 
scourged !  Then  the  soldiers  led  away  their  innocent 
Victim  to  the  hall,  calling  together  the  whole  band. 
And  they  stripped  Him,  and  put  on  Him  a  scarlet 
robe.  And  when  they  had  platted  a  CROWN  OF 
THOKNS,  they  put  it  upon  His  head,  and  a  reed  in  His 
light  hand :  and  they  bowed  the  knee  before  Him,  and 
mocked  Him,  saying,  "  Hail,  King  of  the  Jews  !*'  And 
they  spit  unto  Him,  and  took  the  reed,  and  smote  Him 
on  the  head,  and  struck  Him  on  the  face  with  their 
himds. 

O  shameless,  merciless  indignities  heaped  upon  the 
Son  of  the  Blessed !  He  was  stripped  of  His  garments, 
tliat  we  might  be  clothed  in  the  robes  of  His  righteous- 
ness; sprinkled  with  His  own  Blood,  that  we  m^\>\>^ 
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washed  in  it,  made  clean,  and  forgiven ;  scaned  and 
seamed  with  the  number  of  His  wounds,  that  our  sin- 
sick  souls  might  be  healed.  And  now  already  six  of  the 
Seven  Afflictions,  which  He  foretold  to  His  disciples,  have 
befallen  Him :  He  has  been ''  betrayed  into  the  hands  of 
the  Chief  Priests ;"  by  them  ''condemned  to  death;* 
"delivered  tq  the  Grentiles;"  "mocked;"  "scourged," 
"spitted  on."  The  hall  resounded  with  the  Boman 
thongs ;  and  blood  followed  the  stripes ;  and  His  tender 
limbs  quivered  with  the  pain.  *'  The  plowers  plowed 
upon  His  back ;  they  made  long  farrows  "  (Ps.  cxxiz.  3); 
but  His  Divine  patience  was  inexhaustible!  Not  a 
word  of  reproach,  remonstrance,  or  entreaiy  escaped 
those  parched  lips,  so  ignomioiously  soiled  and  smitteiL 
He  knew  that  being  thus  "  numbered  with  the  transgres- 
sors. He  would  bear  the  sin  of  many;"  that  His  Father, 
looking  down,  and  seeing  the  travail  of  His  soul  for 
their  iniquities,  would  "be  satisfied"  (Isaiah  liii.  11). 
For  this  cause  it  was  that  our  dear  Saviour  submitted 
Himself  to  all  indignities;  they  snatched  the  mock 
sceptre  from  His  hand,  and  smote  His  sacred  head, 
already  crowned  with  thorns  in  derision,  and  paid  Him 
pretended  homage,  as  to  a  king ! 

m  POINT.  "Behold  the  Man."— Pilate,  still 
irresolute,  if  not  softened,  by  our  Lord's  meek  en- 
durance of  these  wrongs,  could  not  but  admire,  as  a 
Roman  soldier,  such  a  sublime  example  of  fortitude. 
He  would  make  one  more  appeal  to  the  unrelenting 
Jews,  He  went  out  to  them  again,  and  said,  "  Behcid 
I  bring  Him  forth  to  you,  that  ye  may  know  that  I 
find  no  fault  in  Him."  "  Then  came  Jesus  forth,  wear- 
ing the  Cbown  op  Thorns,  and  the  purple  robe;  and 
Pilate  saith  unto  them,  *  Behold  the  Man;'"  three 
memorable  words,  on  which  volumes  might  be  written, 
and  yet  come  short  of  the  depth  of  their  meaning. 
Meek  and  silent,  "as  a  sheep  before  her  shearers  is 
dumb,  so  He  opened  not  His  mouth."    "Behold  the 
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fan!"  the  Lord  of  angels,  the  Man  of  Sorrows; — 
rorshipped  by  the  seraphim  in  heaven,  condemned  on 
arth  as  a  malefactor; — ^the  well-beloved  Son  of  God, 
(x>ffed  at  as  a  blasphemer ! 

Pilate,  thwarted  in  all  his  endeavours  to  save  the  mys- 
srions  Prisoner,  and  seeing  that  he  prevailed  nothing, 
at  that  rather  a  tumnlt  was  made,  reluctantly  acquiesced 
1  His  death.  "  He  took  water,  and  washed  his  hands 
afore  the  multitude,  saying,  'I  am  innocent  of  the 
►lood  of  this  just  Person :  see  ye  to  it/  "  This  strange 
ction  of  Pilate  before  the  assembled  Jews  adds  to  the 
eep  interest  of  the  spectacle :  it  is  one  of  the  many 
larvels  of  this  day  of  guilt  not  to  be  explained;  and 
q>r668es  with  a  force  beyond  all  words  his  conviction 
P  Christ's  innocence.  In  vain  he  hoped  to  shift  the 
tiame  of  the  offence  on  others,  when  by  firmness  He 
light  have  prevented  the  wrong.  Not  all  the  waters 
f  the  sea  could  wash  off  the  blood-stain  that  was 
idelibly  fixed  on  the  name  of  Pontius  Pilate.  In 
Qswer  to  his  last  words,  "  I  am  innocent  of  the  Blood 
f  ihis  just  Person :  see  ye  to  it,"  all  the  people  cried 
nt,  "His  Blood  be  on  us,  and  on  our  children." 
tlind,  and  impious  madness!  they  pronounced  their 
wn  doom.  They  called  down  the  curse  of  Heaven  on 
aemselves  and  their  children.  And  dreadfully  indeed 
:  would  be  fulfilled.  They  would  crucify  their  Messiah : 
Qd  afterwards,  according  to  their  own  historian,  in 
be  day  of  their  visitation,  when  Jerusalem  was  over- 
iielmed  amidst  unheard-of  sufferings,  the  Roman 
lidiers  crucified  so  many  of  the  Jewish  captives,  that 
ley  were  obliged  to  stay  their  hand  for  the  want  of 
'ood  to  make  more  crosses,  and  for  lack  of  room  to 
rt  them  up.  To  this  day  their  children  are  wanderers 
ti  the  face  of  the  earth,  a  byeword,  and  a  reproach 
tnong  the  nations. 

7th  POINT.  Christ  Jesus  bears  His  own  Cross. — 
i  was  about  six  o'clock  in  the  morning,  wVien.  '^il\!d.\/&^ 
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for  the  last  time,  "  brought  Jesus  forth,  and  sat  down 
in  the  judgment-seat/'  and  said  to  the  Jews,  "Behold 
YOUB  King."  When  they  cried  out,  "We  have  no 
king  but  Caesar,  ...  if  thou  let  this  Man  go,  thou  art 
not  CsBsar's  friend,  whosoever  maketh  himself  a  king 
speaketh  against  Csesar,"  he  delivered  Him  into  the 
hands  of  His  tormentors.  The  Son  of  God,  our 
Redeemer,  Whom  we  love,  praise,  and  adore,  was  to 
be  brought  "  as  a.  lamb  to  the  slaughter."  After  tbfe, 
some  time  was  required  to  make  the  arrangements 
usual  for  public  executions.  One  Cross  was  to  be 
prepared  for  Jesus  the  Blessed,  and  two  others  for 
malefactors,  who  were  to  be  brought  from  prison,  and 
"  crucified  with  Him,  one  on  His  right  hand,  the  othar 
on  His  left.  Himself  in  the  midst!"  At  nine  o'clock 
He  is  to  be  nailed  to  the  Cross !  —there  for  six  long 
hours  He  is  to  hang  in  agony;  and  at  three  in  the 
evening  to  die,  the  Lamb  of  God!  for  that  was  the 
exact  time  appointed  of  old  for  sacrificing  the  Paschal 
lambs. 

Behold  our  Lord  is  led  out  to  be  crucified!  The 
soldiers  *'  take  off  the  purple  robe,  and  put  on  Him  His 
own  clothes.'*  They  hurry  Him  away  beyond  the 
walls  to  Calvary :  there  is  no  mitigation  of  the  Eoman 
sentence,  no  mercy  shown  to  the  Merciful!  Worn 
down  by  His  night's  watching,  and  the  confusion  of 
this  fatal  day.  He  was  forced— 0  most  shameful  sight  I— 
to  drag  the  heavy  weight  of  His  own  Cross  along  the 
streets  on  those  sacred  shoulders,  gashed  and  tom  by 
the  cruel  scourges,  till  fainting  with  the  burthen,  His 
weak  frame  sunk  under  it !  Li  vain  the  soldiers  rudely 
murmured  at  Him :  nature  was  exhausted.  Therefore 
they  laid  hold  of  one  Simon  of  Cyrene,  a  passer-by 
"  coming  out  of  the  country,  and  him  also  they  coin- 
pelled  to  bear  His  Cross."  The  humble  name  of  this 
stranger,  now  familiar  through  the  world  in  Scriptuie 
story,  will  never  be  forgotten.  Simon  the  Cyrenean 
was  blessed  in  \>em^  cota^elled  to  bear  a  part  of  the 
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Saviour's  burthen.  He  and  his  sons,  Alexander  and. 
Rnfus,  would  be  afterwards  enrolled  antong  the  faithful 
lisciples:  then  he  would  rejoice  in  the  Cross,  which 
low  he  thougnt  to  be  his  shame.  He  was  a  type  of  all 
irue  Christians,  whose  duty  and  privilege  it  is  to  bear 
ihe  Saviour's  Cross,  and  follow  Him. 

Thus  they  proceed  to  Calvary,  Jesus  going  before. 
Is  utters  no  complaint :  it  is  His  Divine  Will  to  bear 
»ur  iniquities  on  His  own  Body.  Every  step  of  the 
Qoumful  procession  has  for  ever  a  sacred  interest : 
iven  now  tradition  marks  the  street, — the  "  Via  Doh- 
cm"  the  " Sorrowful  Way,"  leading  from  Pilate's  hall 
o  Calvary :  and  to  this  day  pilgrims  with  a  holy  reve- 
rence kiss  the  stones,  which  they  believe  the  Saviour 
rod.  As  the  crowds  with  brutal  hardness  rushed  after 
Tim,  to  see  Him  crucified,  were  there  no  beholders 
;enerous  or  humane  enough  to  be  touched  with  pity  at 
he  sight  of  that  over-laden  form,  bending  beneath  the 
weight  of  the  Cross  ?  no  one  to  weep  at  beholding  that 
leautiful  countenance  saddened  by  the  intensity  of 
Tief  ?  and  those  fair  brows  crimsoned  with  blood  from 
he  Crown  of  Thorns?  Alas!  the  (spectacle  excited 
nly  their  vulgar  curiosity  or  tumultuous  triumph. 
Ve  hear  of  none  who  had  any  compassion  but  tender- 
hearted women;  and  they  bewailed  His  sufferings. 
Ihey  followed  Him ;  and  wept  to  see  One  so  gentle  and 
leek  thus  cruelly  oppressed:  for  "surely  never  was 
ay  sorrow  hke  unto  His  sorrow."  They  be&.t  their 
leasts  and  lamented.  But  Jesus,  turning  to  them, 
ud,  "  Daughters  of  Jerusalem,  weep  not  for  Me,  but 
'eep  for  yourselves,  and  for  your  children.  For  be- 
old,  the  days  are  coming,  in  the  which  they  shall  say. 
Blessed  are  the  barren,  and  the  wombs  that  never 
are,  and  the  paps  which  never  gave  suck.' "  In  the 
Herring  spirit  of  prophecy  He  foresaw  the  desolation 
f  their  city,  when  mothers  and  children  should  perish 
f  famine ;  when  the  virgins  of  Jerusalem  should  hang 
3wn  their  heads  to  the  ground,  as  in  the  days  ol  \)aaYt 
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fonner  captivity.  In  the  "words  of  Hosea,  He  eays, 
"  Then  shall  they  begin  to  say  to  the  moxmtams, '  Fall 
on  ns/  and  to  liie  hills,  '  Coyer  ns/  "  So  also  speaks 
Isaiah  of  their  coming  judgments,  '*  And  they  ^all  go 
into  the  holes  of  the  rocks,  and  into  the  caves  of  the 
earth,  for  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  for  the  gloiy  of  His 
Majesty,  when  He  anseth  to  shake  terribly  the  earth" 
(Isai.  ii.  19).  The  wrath  oi  God,  whether  Ti]X)n  natioos, 
or  on  each  of  ns,  or  against  a  world,  is  like  a  consmning 
fire.  Even  now,  within  a  few  hoars,  those  weejHOg 
daughters  of  Jemsalem  will  behold  the  signals  of  their 
future  woe  in  the  overshadowed  heavens  and  the  earth- 
quake, causing  their  hearts  to  sink  within  them. 

draper* 

0  Lord  God,  Who  in  Thy  boundless  oompassioB  kx 
sinners  didst  yield  up  my  dear  and  most  blessed  Sa^ioar 
to  all  the  sufferings  which  He  foretold,  I  humWy  bow 
before  Thee  in  adoration,  not  knowing  what  to  say.  I 
behold  Him  betrayed,  forsaken,  and  denied  by  His  dis- 
ciples, delivered  to  His  enemies,  condemned  to  death, 
mocked,  scourged,  and  spitted  on,  and  hanging  on  the 
Cross.  I  grieve  and  lament,  and  am  ashamed  to  think 
that  I  have  never  truly  loved  Him,  have  forsaken  Hb 
law,  followed  my  own  impure  desires,  and  sought  my 
happiness  in  the  vdin  pursuits  of  the  world.  But 
0  Heavenly  Father,  pardon  all  my  sins ;  look  upon  the 
offering  of  His  own  most  precious  life :  see  the  traYail 
of  His  soul,  and  be  satisfied,  that  Thy  wrath  may  he 
turned  away.  Unto  Thee,  with  the  Holy  Ghost,  and 
Thy  Eternal  Son,  be  all  glory,  praise,  and  thanksgiving 
evermore.    Amen. 
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^ecptiti  Sl^etiitattpm 

Good  Friday. 
The  Cbuoifixion. 

la  POINT.  Our  Lord's  first  saying  from  the  Gro6s> 
Fathbb,  foboiyb  them. — Our  Lord,  Christ  Jesus,  the 
Son  of  tiie  Highest,  is  the  essential  (xodhead,  arrayed  in 
glory>  dwelling  in  the  oceans  of  light,  unapproachable 
to  human  thought,  Co-equal,  Co-eternal  with  the  Father 
and  the  Holy  Ghost,  Three  in  One.  Behold,  He  hath 
disrobed  Himself  of  His  Glory,  to  be  clothed  in  all  the 
weakness  and  frailty  of  mortal  flesh,  sin  only  excepted, 
that  having  purchased  our  redemption.  He  may  lead  us 
to  be  partakers  of  His  glory  in  His  Heavenly  Father's 
presence ; — and  this  by  an  intensity  of  death-sufferings 
known  only  in  the  counsels  of  Divine  Wisdom. 

Painfully  and  mournfully  did  our  beloved  Saviour, 
His  browB  still  crowned  with  thorns,  bear  His  Cross 
along  the  weary,  crowded  way,  through  the  "  Gate  of 
Judgment,"  up  the  ascent  of  Golgotha,  *'  the  place  of  a 
skoU."  It  was  the  rocky  mound  of  Calvary,  to  the 
west  of  the  dty,  just  beyond  the  walls,  near  the  road 
side, — the  common  place  of  execution  for  malefactors. 
Thore  all  things  wait  the  fatal  hour.  The  Cross  is  laid 
(m  the  ground ;  His  bruised  body  is  all  but  stripped  of 
garments.  0  awful  insult  to  the  Licamate  Son  of  God  I 
Stretched  upon  the  Cross, — ^His  face  toward  Heaven ! 
At  this  moment  some  pitying  hand  offered  Him  wine 
mingled  with  myrrh,  to  deaden  the  sense  of  pain :  but 
He  received  it  not.  He  would  drink  the  Cup  of  Expia- 
tioii  in  all  its  fulness  of  unmitigated  sorrow. 

Think  how  the  natural  man  shrinks  from  the  touch 
of  pain  to  the  quick,  how  he  flies  to  the  least  of  reme- 
dies !  at  that  moment  he  thinking  only  of  self.  Behold 
this  sublime  example !  the  Soul  of  Christ,  as  the  iron 
nails  point  to  His  sensiidve  flesh,  is  abgoxbed  m  NmoxA 


a  breath.  But  it  is  the  Lamb  of  God  Wb 
if  the  Sacrifice  be  not  perfected,  the  poor 
the  Gospel  preached  to  them ;  eiimers  will 
oiled  to  Qod ;  the  dying  will  sot  rejoice 
■  blessed  Resurrection.  But  if  Christ  be 
wiU  draw  all.  men  unto  Him  The  mui 
coarse,  rude  multitude  are  for  a  moment  I 
wait  the  uplifted  arm  ready  to  strike.  Oi 
enough  to  turn  aside  the  blow ;  He  speaks 
may  do  their  ofSca  But  lo !  His  lips  moi 
He  would  speak  I  Tremble  then,  ye  ruthlc 
ye  he  consumed  in  a  moment  I  If  He  shou 
the  Teageanee  of  HeaTen,  "the  groond 
asunder,  and  the  earth  open  her  mouth,  an 
swallowed  up,  and  your  houses ;  and  ye  si 
alive  into  the  pit,  and  perish ;"  even  as  Eo 
and  Abiram,  and  all  their  associates  (Nnm 
But  who  shall  fathom  the  depths  of  rede 
He  utters  words  of  mercy,  not  of  wrath 

"PATKEB,  FOBGrVB  THUW;  FOB  THBT  ENO^ 

THEY  DO."  The  first  of  Christ's  "  Seven  Sa 
the  Cross  is  a  prayer  for  His  murderers. 
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ter  of  Jerusalem;  for  thou  hast  crucified  the  Lord's 
anointed !  But  I  will  kneel,  and  weep,  and  pray,  and 
love,  and  adore ;  and  this  gushing  of  my  dear  Saviour's 
Blood  shall  be  the  turning-point  of  my  new  life  of  de- 
voted service  through  His  free  grace  and  mercy.  Amev, 

"TmS  DAY  SHALT  THOU  BE  WITH  Me  IN  PaBADISB." 

2nd  POINT.  Christ's  Second  Saying  from  the  Cross 
—Behold,  the  Cross  is  raised,  and  fixed  in  the  gro]md ; 
there  desolate  and  dishonoured  hangs  the  sacred 
Smnanity  of  the  Son  of  God,  Jesus  is  lifted  up  on  high 
between  heaven  and  earth,— as  if  to  bind  them  once 
more  together.  The  golden  chain  that  united  man  in 
I  state  of  innocence  to  his  Maker  had  been  rent  asunder; 
trat  the  all-prevailing  merit  of  the  Cross  of  Christ  re- 
stores the  broken  Unk.  His  arms  are  extended,  as  if 
9ie  would  embrace  the  world  in  His  Atonement ;  wide. 
18  the  outstretched  heavens  is  the  compass  of  His 
nerey. 

It  was  the  custom  of  the  Bomans  to  place  a  scroll 
>?er  the  head  of  persons  condemned  to  crucifixion,  sig- 
oifying  the  offence  for  which  they  suffered,  a  public 
record,  and  a  warning  to  others.  Pilate  therefore  wrote 
R'hat  was  called  the  "  accusation  "  of  the  Messiah ;  but 
36  intended  the  title  to  confer  dignity,  and  in  bitter 
toom  of  the  cruelty  of  the  Jews,  before  whom  he  had 
leclared  "  Behold  your  King."  And  the  writing  was, 
'  Jbsus  of  Nazareth,  the  Kino  oe  the  Jews:  and 
le  commanded  that  it  should  be  placed  over  the  Cross, 
n  letters  of  Greek,  and  Latin,  and  Hebrew,  that  all  in 
remsalem,  strangers  and  others,  might  read  and  under- 
iand.  Thus  the  words  of  the  Psalmist  stood  fulfilled, 
'  The  Holy  One  of  Israel  is  our  King  "  (Ps.  Ixxxix.  18). 
Ind  that  title  is  the  Christian's  hope ;  **  Jesus  of  Naza- 
*th,  the  King  of  the  Jews,"  being  crucified,  the  hand- 
writing that  was  against  us  was  blotted  out  and  taken 
►Tit  of  the  way,  and  nailed  to  His  Cross  (Col.  ii.  14). 
instead  thereof  He  has  bequeathed  to  ub  a  co\eiiStXi\>  oi 
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mercy  written  in  His  own  Blood,  signed  by  His  pieroed 
hand,  sealed  by  His  Cross,  and  dellyered  in  the  presenoe 
of  the  world,  as  witnesses  for  ever.  Shall  I  reject  this 
free-will  offering  of  His  love,  and  lose  the  rich  inheri- 
tance through  sin?  Bather  I  will  live  in  remembranoe 
that  He  hath  graciously  made  me  heir  of  His  Kingdom 
in  Heaven. 

The  hours  of  suffering  lingered  on;  it  is  the  time 
of  Satan's  triumph ;  all  is  fall  of  his  malignant  spini 
The  people,  the  passers-by,  and  Bulers,  mocked  and 
reyiled  their  crucified  King.  The  soldiers  bemg 
familiar  with  blood,  cared  nothing  for  His  sufferingiB. 
They  thought  rather  of  His  garments,  how  the^ 
should  be  divided  among  them ;  but  because  the  ooet 
was  without  seam,  woven  from  the  top  throughoati 
they  said,  "  Let  us  not  rend  it,  but  cast  lots  for  ii^ 
whose  it  shall  be."  Thus  was  fulfOled  another  prophecf) 
"  They  parted  My  garments  among  them^  and  for  }ij 
vesture  did  they  cast  lots  '*  (Ps.  xxii.  15).  It  had  pef- 
haps  been  woven  by  one  or  more  of  the  affectionalB 
women,  who  had  so  long  ministered  to  their  Lord;— 
a  work  of  love  by  the  hand  of  the  blessed  Virgini 
or  Mary  of  Bethany,  or  Mary  Magdalene.  Fr(Hn  tha* 
most  holy  vesture  went  a  charm  that  dried  up  the 
foimtain  of  impurity  within  the  diseased  woman  in  the 
crowd,  who  touched  but  the  hem.  And  now  it  lives  for 
ever,  as  it  were  a  veil  before  the  holy  altar  of  HiB 
Church ; — His  own  Garment  of  Eighteousness,  ^ 
which  He  desires  to  clothe  the  meanest  of  His  disciplei 
Put  on  the  Koyal  Kobe,  for  "  He  hath  made  us  IringB 
and  priests  unto  God  and  His  Father :  to  Him  be  gloiy 
and  dominion  for  ever  and  ever."    Amen,    (Rev.  i  6.) 

Then  came  passing  to  and  fro  irreverent  blasphemeis, 
Priests,  and  Scribes,  wagging  their  heads,  and  sayinfc 
"  Ah !  Thou  that  destroyest  the  Temple,  and  buildest  it 
in  three  days,  save  Thyself.  If  Thou  be  the  Son  of  God, 
come  down  from  the  Cross.  ...  He  saved  others, 
Himself  He  caim.o\»  eai^^  "    Thus  they  reproached  Baa 
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is  acts  of  mercy.    But  in  their  malice  they  ful* 
another  prophecy,  "  All  they  that  see  Me  laugh 

scorn:  they  shoot  out  the  lip,  they  shake  the 

(Ps.  xrii.  7). 

Iiere  be  anything  to  admire,  anything  pure  and 
md  of  good  report ;  if  there  be  any  virtue,  and  if 
be  any  praise,  in  the  character  of  Christ,  as  Man, 
art  must  revolt  against  the  coarse  indifference  of 
IS  Pilate,  who  acknowledging  His  innocence, 
insult  to  injustice,  permitting  Him  to  be  crucified 

company  of  thieves.  But  even  this  indignity, — 
ing  another  wound  on  His  blee^g  brow,  gives 
to  His  Crown  of  Thorns ;  and  fulfils  a^prophecy, 
was  numbered  with  the  transgressors "  (Isai.  liii. 
Thus  does  every  incident  of  His  Humiliation 
fresh  rays  to  His  Glory.    Both  thieves  at  first 

in  the  revilings  of  the  crowd:  but  afterwards 
ess  hard  than  the  other,  relented.  He  had 
Bed  the  meek  endurance  of  the  mysterious 
Q  suffering  by  his  side ;  he  heard  that  Prayer  for 
urderers, — "  Father,  forgive  them  ;**  a  beam  from 
m  of  Eighteousness  illumined  the  darkness  of  His 
He  might  say  to  himself,  "  Surely  Pilate  must 

"Who  this  is :  but  where,  and  when  will  be  His 
lom  ?"  The  healing  balm  of  the  Cross  of  Jesus, 
'hysician  of  souls,  softened  the  obdurate  man. 
copious  the  streams  of  Christ's  free  grace  than 
3tted  blood  that  stained  His  wounded  limbs ;  one 
that  trickled  from  the  Fountains  of  His  sacred 
knity  could  have  washed  away  the  iniquities  of 
Id,  had  He  so  willed.  That  thief  was  made  to  feel 
ainousness  of  his  sin,  the  justice  of  his  pimish- 
;  to  fear  God,  repent,  confess ;  to  believe  in  Jesus 
;,  and  pray  to  Him : — all  clear  signs  of  his  true 
rsion.  Thus  when  the  other  unhappy  man  con- 
l  to  revile,  saying,  "  If  Thou  be  the  Christ,  save 
If,  and  us,''  he  rebuked  him;  "Dost  thou  not 
ik>d,  seeing  thou  art  in  the  same  condeixmaAioTi^ 
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and  we  indeed  justly ;  for  we  receJTe  the  doe  rewi 
our  deeds:  but  this  Man  bath  done  nothing  ai 
Then  humbly  taming  unto  Jeaua,  he  said,  "Loi 
member  me  when  Thou  comest  into  Thy  King 
ChiiBt  hftnging  on  the  Tree,  knew  that  He  was 
of  the  realms  of  hght.  From  His  Cross,  as  it 
from  His  throne.  He  passed  His  roya,l  word  t 
Penitent  Thief,  "  Thb  day  BHiLT  thou  bb  with 
pABintsE :" — and  once  with  Him,  then  for  ever ; 
if  with  Him — then  far  more  than  Paradise ;  tat 
out  tTiin  Paradise  would  bo  without  its  joy.  1 
companion  with  the  SftYJonr  of  the  world,  liot 
be  oa  a  Croefl !  Short  here  thy  eufferii^, — to  1 
lowed  by  peaceful  rest  by  Hia  eide:  few  thy 
and  bitter  tears,  to  bo  exchanged  for  praise  and  Q 
giTing  in  His  presence.  Thy  croes  is  a  happy 
bed:  thy' sins,  which  were  "red  like  crimson 
washed  white  as  wool  in  the  fountain  of  His 
precious  Blood;  tJiou  wilt  be  the  first^frviits 
deraption  offered  to  the  Father  from  the  Bacrei 
of  the  Cross  of  Christ 

drd  POINT.  Our  Lord's  Third  Saying  &c 
Cross,—"  Woman,  behold  thy  bon  :  bbhod 
MOTHBB."  Few  were  the  penitents,  few  the  be 
few  the  lovers  beneath  the  Ooss  on  Calvary.  T 
of  God  is  desolate  and  dishononred.  His  sonl  i 
shadowed  by  the  aufferii^  of  the  flesh ;  He  Iso) 
for  Heaven,  whither  He  turns  His  streaming  eyt 
fond  desire, — breathes  silent  prayers  from  those 
lips.  But  Divine  Love  has  power  to  shed  its  s 
consolation,  even  in  these  dread  hours,  on  such  b 
for  Him.  Behold  at  the  foot  of  the  Cross  thi 
blessed  Mary,  His  Virgin  Mother,  and  St,  Jol 
beloved  Apostle.  Perhaps  the  other  discipl* 
had  fled,  were  among  the  crowd  at  a  distant 
would  Viave  gpAAienA  xovmi  ttiau;  Master,  h 
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on  afar  off,  which  followed  him  from  Galilee."  Two 
of  those  devoted  women,  Mary  the  wife  of  Cleopas, 
and  Mary  Magdalene,  emboldened  by  love,  had  made 
their  way  to  the  Cross  through  the  crowd,  with  the 
Virgin  Mary,  to  receive  a  parting  ferewell  and  bless- 
ing from  those  dear  lips,  ere  they  closed  in  death. 
These  were  the  "  Three  Maries."  There  stood  the 
weeping  Mother,  the  picture  of  woe,  in  all  the  intensiiy 
of  grief  at  beholding  her  beloved  Son,  the  object  of  her 
devout  reverence  and  wonder,  wounded,  desolate, 
a£9icted,  dying  the  most  bitter  and  excruciating  of 
deaths.  Now  was  come  to  pass  the  saying  of  the  aged 
Simeon,  when  the  holy  Mother  presented  her  Divine 
InfiEuit  in  the  Temple  three-and-thirty  years  ago,  and 
he  prophesied,  "A  sword  shall  pierce  through  thy  own 
soul  also.*'  At  the  Gross  stood  also  the  faithful  dis- 
ciple John,  who  leaned  on  his  Master's  breast  at  the 
Last  Supper.  What  must  have  been  the  looks  of 
ineffable  love  and  solicitude,  as  He  beheld  those 
mourners  !*'  If  soon  He  would  be  absent  in  the  body. 
He  would  still  be  present  in  the  Spirit,  to  comfort  and 
sustain  them.  In  tender  words  He  said,  "Woman, 
BEHOLD  THY  SON,"  and  to  John,  "  Behold  thy  mother." 
**  And  from  that  hour  that  c^ciple  took  her  unto  his 
own  home."  It  would  be  a  humble  dwelling:  but 
surely,  if  angels  love  to  abide  with  the  righteous,  they 
were.ihe  guardians  of  the  blessed  Mary,  and  the  chosen 
disciple.  The  last  legacies  from  the  Cross  of  Christ 
were  gifts  of  love.  He  bequeathed  Mary  and  John  to 
eBch.  other,  that  as  mother  and  son  they  might  weep 
together  for  their  loss,  rejoice  together  in  their  Saviour, 
and  worship  Him  together,  ui  the  assurance  of  their 
joyftQ  Resuryection  to  glory.  0  what  a  home  is  that 
where  love  dwelleth !  0  that  we  could  all  know  the 
happiness,  where  there  is  no  rivalry  but  to  try  which 
shall  love  most;  no  contest  but  in  devoted  services  to 
our  common  Lord ! 
For  three  hours  the  Son  of  God  had  enduie^i  \Jftfe  \»Qt- 
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ments  of  the  CroBs.  Heaven  frowned  on  the  deed  of  blood: 
and  now  at  mid-day  the  sun  refased  to  give  its  light; 
Nature  seemed  to  shroud  her  face  from  the  awful  speo- 
tacle ;  "  there  was  darkness  over  all  the  land  "  until  three 
o'clock  in  the  evening, — a  preternatural  lurid  gloom, 
which  made  the  horrors  of  the  scene  more  fearful.  "We 
may  imagine  the  effect  upon  the  trembling  hearts  of  the 
Jews,  not  only  of  those  on  Calvary,  but  of  all  who  were 
in  the  city,  moving  along  the  murky  streets,  scarce  ahle 
to  distinguish  one  another.  Already  they  were  struck 
with  judicial  blindness,  resolving  to  destroy  their  Great 
Deliverer,  sent  from  God,  their  promised  Messias, 
Whom  but  a  few  days  before  they  had  confessed  to  be 
the  *'  Son  of  David."  And  now  they  waited  in  terror 
some  further  signs  of  the  wrath  of  God,  which  in  three 
hours  will  be  too  surely  sent  to  them. 

4ih  P  01  NT,  The  Fourth  Saying  from  the  Cross.- 
"  My  God,  My  God,  why  hast  Thou  fobsakbn  Msf — 
Vain  would  be  all  attempts  of  the  spirit  of  man  to 
penetrate  the  "  Unknown  Sorrows,"  in  the  Passion  of 
our  adored  Redeemer.  All  wisdom  is  too  feeble  to  un- 
ravel the  mysteries :  they  are  inscrutable, — shut  up,  as 
it  were,  in  the  holy  "  Ark  of  the  Covenant,"  liefore  the 
"Mercy  Seat,"  fit  subject  for  meditation  and  awe:  no 
creature  can  ever  avail  to  draw  aside  the  veil.  "  The 
things  of  God  knoweth  no  man,  but  the  Spirit  of  God" 
(1  Cor.  ii.  11).  Of  this  character  was  the  Fourth  Saying 
of  our  Lord  from  the  Cross.  When  His  sufferings  were 
made  all  the  more  intolerable  by  the  blasphemous  revil- 
ings  of  His  enemies,  where  could  He  look  for  comfort, 
in  the  fulness  of  His  desolation,  if  not  to  the  sustaining 
Presence  of  His  Heavenly  Father  ?  But,  wonderful  to 
say,  even  this  was  mysteriously  lost  to  HiS  Soul's  con- 
Rciousnoss.  Awful  were  those  agonies  which  distracted 
His  Soul  in  the  last  moments  of  His  afflicted  Humanity, 
when  at  three  o'clock  in  the  evening  Jesus  cried  with  a 
loud  voice,  "Eli,  Eia,  Lama.,  Sabaothani?"  which, 
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being  interpreted,  is  "My  God,  My  God,  why  habt 
Thou  fobsaken  Me  ?"  The  words  are  to  be  found  in 
the  22nd  Psalm,  which  clearly  prophecies, several  parti- 
enlars  of  the  Passion.  This  cry  of  distress  in  the  throes 
of  death  is  beyond  our  comprehension.  An  ancient 
writer  suggests  that  it  might  have  reference  to  the 
miraculous  darkness  over  the  earth,  as  a  sign  of  Grod's 
wrath  coming  for  the  destruction  of  man,  notwithstand- 
ing the  Atonement  of  the  Cross.  Were  this  so,  Christ's 
strong  appeal  to  the  Father  would  be  another  of  the 
many  proofe  of  His  inexhaustible  compassion.  "  Why 
hast  Thou  forsaken  Me  ?" — in  that  already  Thou  dost 
punish  sinners  so  dear  to  me,  for  whom  I  die !  Again 
it  expressed  the  intense  suffering  of  His  Body,  distracted 
by  pain,  as  ours  might  be,  through  the  deatii-struggle, 
which  at  this  moment  was  upon.  Him  in  the  faintness 
of  expiring  nature.  Moreover,  He  was  to  bear  the 
whole  burthen  of  the  iniquity  of  a  world  upon  His 
own  innocent  Soul :  and  Sin  is  the  great  eclipse  that 
veils  the  light  and  joy  of  God's  approving  countenance 
from  the  sinner's  soul.  Christ  being  made  "  Sin  for  us  " 
f2  Cor.  v.  21),  yet  Himself  without  sin,  suflFered  the  full 
sense  of  His  Father's  wrath  against  all  sin,  and  felt 
Himself  forsaken !    Divine  mystery !    Divine  love! 

Down,  down  in  the  dust ;  and  lament  that  your  sin 
has  so  often  overshadowed  the  light  of  Grod's  counte- 
nance :  beseech  Him  that  His  Divine  grace  may  shine 
on  you,  that  you  may  no  longer  love  the  ways  of  dark- 
ness. Cold  is  the  very  shadow  of  His  displeasure :  to 
feel  forsaken  of  Grod,  leaves  us  desolate  indeed ;  joyfal 
fhebeains  of  His  love ;  bright  beyond  all  the  possessions 
of  the  world  is  the  indwelling  of  His  Presence !  Turn 
tiien  to  Him ;  He  waits  to  be  gracious  unto  you. 

blh  POINT.—The  Three  Last  Sayings  spoken  from 
the  Cross. — "  I  thibst."    "  It  is  finished."    "  Fathbb, 

IHTO  THY  HANDS  I  OOMMEND  My  SPIEIT."— JoSUS,  aS   fiUf 

as  possible,  willed  to  suffer  desolation,  \>y  de;^Trnsi% 
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Himself  of  the  consdouBnesB  of  the  Presence  ot  G 
He  willed  in  cut  off  torn  the  lower  region  of  His  9 
the  beam8  of  His  DiTinity,  tind  to  Buffer  the  pui 
of  Km  foi  our  Balyation,  when  He  cried,  "  My  God,M 
God,  wot  habt  TKon  foesaken  Mk?"  But  nutnra  « 
exhauBted,'  Life  was  ehbing  forth  from  thoee  four  bl 
ii^  wounds.  HaTit^  now  heen  exposed  for  six  U 
iug  hours  in  a.  hot,  sultry  atmosphere, 
WAS  dried  up  like  a  potahwd.  His  tongue  clave  tuB 
jaws,"  according  to  tho  words  of  the  prophedc  peoli 
(Ps.  XK.  16),  and  He  cried  out,  "  1  thibst."  Then  uaecf 
the  byatandera  ran  "  and  filled  a  sponge  with  t:' 
and  putting  it  on  a  reed,  raised  it  to  His  lips,  and  Be 
drank ;"  thus  fulfilUng  another  prophecy,  "  Thej  pnt 
Me  vinegar  to  drink"  (Pb.  Iiix.  21).  Knowing  Uiat  all 
things  were  now  accomplished  which  had  been  foretoU 
conoeming  Him,  He  breathed  out  those  parting  w 
"It  is  P1NI8HKD.''  Then  with  a  loud  voice  He  cried, 
"  Fathbb,  into  Thy  habiw  I  oommbnd  Mi  spimt.'  "H» 
bowtid  Hifl  head,  and  gave  up  the  ghost"  The  V(As 
that  might  hufe  bid  the  seraphim  sing  Hia  "  AUelniM' 
spake  no  other  word:  cold  were  those  parched  lips: 
dosed  were  those  lai^uid  eyes ;  that  wounded  brc* 
coased  to  throb  with  pain;  those  four  eshaufited foim- 
tains  of  blood  flowed  no  more ;  lowly  that  thom-cnwa'd 
head  drooped  upon  His  breast!  Weep  not  for  JesoB; 
but  weep  for  yourselves,  because  by  your  sins,  ena 
now,  you  offer  to  Him  gall  and  vinegar.  At  ttat 
moment  His  apotless  Soul  passed  into  the  realms  of 
Paa«dise.  No  power  of  Satan  could  bind  it.  It  wss 
free  among  tho  dead ;  nay  more,  it  freed  the  Boab 
which  were  in  prison.  The  Boints  of  the  etatia 
covenant,  who  had  rejoiced  by  faith  to  see  the  day  of 
Christ,  now  eaw  it  and  were  glad.  Mighty,  triumphwit 
Soul  of  Jesus.  Shrine  of  Deity,  lead  captivity  captiTS, 
smite  the  pntos  of  brass,  and  break  the  bars  of  iron  id 
eunder,  amd  biin^  !oiU\  tbe  ^cisanera  who  bun  wtitei 
for  Thy  eal^afeia,  O  limi. 
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6<A   POINT.     The  JEarthqtmke.—The  triumph  of 
the  Cross  can  be  compared  to  nothing  else  on  earth, 
even  as  the  attributes  of  Christ  transcend  all  pretensions 
of  kings  and  rulers,  lawgiyers,  and  conquerors  of  the 
world.      The  meek  and  lowly  Jesus,  unrighteously 
condemned,  scourged,  nailed  to  the  tree  of  shame, 
resiled  and  mocked  in  the  hour  of  His  sufferings, 
achieyed  a  glorious  victory  above  aU  victories  in  His 
conquest  over  sin  and  death.    But  that  last  cry  of  the 
Well-beloved  Son  ascended  up  to  the  Eternal  Father's 
throne ;  ''  it  came  even  into  His  ears."    Though  it  was 
a  promise  of  redemption  to  ages  yet  unborn,  it  was  the 
draith-knell  of  Jerusalem.     ''Hear,  0  heavens,  and 
give  ear,  0  earth ;  I  have  nourished  and  brought  up 
children,  and  they  have  rebelled  against  Me.     Ah 
anful  nation,  a  people  laden  with  iniquity,  a  set  of  evil- 
doers, childreu  that  are  corrupters"  (Isaiah  i.  2,  4). 
''The  earth  shook  and  trembled;  the  foundations  of 
the  hills  moved,  and  were  shaken,  because  He  was 
wroth "  (Ps.  xviii.  7).    All  nature  round  about  Jeru- 
salem was  moved  at  the  death  of  the  Son  of  God. 
When  He  bowed  His  head,  and  gave  up  the  ghost, 
''Behold,  the  veil  of  the  Temple  was  rent  in  twain 
from  the  top  to  the  bottom,  and  the  earth  did  quake, 
«nd  the  rocks  rent ;  and  the  graves  were  oi)ened." 
"And  when  the  Centuribn,  and  they  th^t  were  with 
him,  saw  the  earthquake,  and  those  things  that  were 
done,  they  feared  greatly,  saying, '  Truly  this  was  the 
Son  of  God.'    And  all  the  people  that  came  together  to 
that  sight,  beholding  the  things  which  were  done, 
smote  upon  their  breasts,  and.  returned."    The  Boman 
Centurion  glorified  God,  saying,  "  Certainly  this  was  a 
righteous  man;"  "Truly  this  was  the  Son  of  God." 
And  shall  we  be  more  insensible  than  this  Gentile 
soldier  ?     Then  would  Christians  be  worse  than  Jews. 
"All  nature,"  says  St.  Jerome,  "compassionates  the 
dying  Saviour ;  the  sun  is  darkened,  the  earth  trembles, 
the  rocks  are  rent  asunder,  the  veil  of  the  T€S£l^\<&  \& 


might  be  taken  away."  Blind  in&tnatkm  i 
,  The;  rigidly  observed  the  sonotity  of  thi 
would  dishonour  Qte  Lord  of  the  Sabbath, 
order  vas  given  to  the  soldiers  to  break  tfa 
Christ  willed  to  res^  His  soul  into  Hia ; 
before  they  came.  He  had  poirer  to  lay 
He  did  not  die  from  necessity,  the  tifiie  a 
His  death  veie  &om  choice.  It  was  His  < 
act.  Not  one  slfip  beyond  the  Sivins 
oonld  the  meroileea  fsinatics  go.  The  C 
did  not  remain  until  the  morning  on  the  I 
a  bime  broken :  fear  He  vras  tbe  very  I 
When  the  soldiers  brake  the  \egs  of  tJie  i 
hasten  their  death,  and  came  to  do  the  a 
seeii^  that  He  was  dead  already  they  I 
legs.  Bnt  to  prevent  all  doubt  aa  to  TTia  i 
d^id,'"one  of  them  with  a  spoar  piera 
thus  was  ftdfllled  another  Scripture,  "  Tl 
on  TTinx  Whom  they  pierced"  (Zech.  ziL 
that  wounded  side  came  "fbrth  Blood 
Mysterious  stream  1  a  sacred  pledge  an 
two  sacraments  which  He  ordained,— Bat 
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the  other,  "Joseph  of  Arimathea,"  "a  rich  man,"  *'an 
honourable  counsellor,  which  also  waited  for  the  kingdom 
of  Crod."  To  him  the  "  garden  "  belonged,  and  the  new 
tomb,  *'  wherein  never  man  before  was  laid."  The  gyave 
had  been  hewn  out  and  prepared  for  another,  for  what 
coold  He  have  to  do  with  a  sepulchre,  Who  had  never 
fflnned,  to  Whom  death  could  not  properly  belong? 
The  conqueror  of  death  hath  no  tomb  of  His  own. 
When  the  evening  was  come,  Joseph  went  boldly  unto 
"  Pilate,  and  besought  him  that  he  might  take  away  the 
body  of  Jesus."  Such  was  the  lingering  nature  of 
the  punishment  of  crucifixion,  that  although  Jesus  had 
suffered  for  six  hours  on  the  Cross,  Pilate  "  marvelled 
if  He  were  already  dead."  But  when  he  knew  it  of  the 
Centurion,  Pilate  gave  him  leave  "  to  take  the  body." 
Nicodemus  brought  a  ''mixture  of  myrrh  and  aloes, 
about  an  hundred  pound  weight;"  then  with  others  of 
the  disciples,  and  aided  by  the  &ithfal  women,  they 
took  down  tiiie  sacred  body  from  the  Cross.  0  what 
a  scene  was  this !  There  are  the  bystanders,  some  in 
grief,  some  wondering!  weeping  women  near  or  afar 
off,  and  especially  the  "  Three  Maries "  at  the  foot  of 
the  Cross.  The  ladders  are  raised ;  we  see  the  pierced 
hands  and  feet,  the  thorn-crowned  head  of  the  beloved 
Saviour — ^His  pallid  features,  His  lifeless  limbs,  yielding 
to  every  movement  of  those  who  hold  and  unfix  them 
fixmi  the  Cross.  Joseph  and  Nicodemus  receive  Him 
into  their  arms,  and  place  Him  tenderly  on  the  ground. 
They  wound  the  holy  body  "  in  linen  clothes  with  the 
qpices,  laid  it  in  the  silent  tomb,  rolled  a  great  stone  to 
the  door  of  the  sepulchre,  and  departed."  Blessed 
indeed  were  those  persons,  and  blessed  beyond  all 
things  were  their  offerings,  the  linen  and  the  spices, 
that  were  allowed  to  touch  that  most  holy  body  in 
death;  that  Sacrifice  which  as  a  sweet  savour  sanctified 
enrth  and  reconciled  it  to  heaven.  Happy  that  person 
who  receives  the  body  of  Jesus  Christ  into  a  new  and 
clean  heart,  undefiled  by  sin,  and  who  takei^  c«£^  ^& 
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scctue  the  door  thereof  aeainst  the  spbit  of 
and  the  oHsmltB  of  SatMi.  Whoeyer  ie  indet 
Bill  witt  Jesus  Christ,  will  wrap  np  Christ  in 
preeerviug  Him  therein  with  great  care. 

In  a  (flirdan  the  sentence  of  death  was  i>a 
manldiid  because  of  sin ;  in  a  garden  the  soo 
Bubinitted  to  endure  for  ub  the  full  weig 
penalty.  While  his  spoUesa  Soul  was  gone 
and  bless,  for  the  reception  of  those  that  dep 
true  fiuth  of  Him,  that  other  and  happier 
which  this  was  tlie  emblem — the  pftHidise  of 

Let  us  keep  eilenc*.  This  is  the  greatest 
holj  day  recorded  in  the  awiale  of  the  world 
the  lowest  depths  of  our  souls— prostrate, 
'  Saviour's  tomb,  let  vb  watch  and  weep,  me 
praj. 

0  .Tesns,  my  belOTod  finvioiir,  all  unworthj 
tears  to  flow  for  Thee.  But  do  Thou  ac 
graciously  be  my  poor  tribute  of  inward  s 
Thy  sufferings,  and  remorse  for  my  many  s 
to  this  Thou  hast  come  for  my  sake,  O  my  G 
to  this  Thou  hast  descended  from  the  thro 
glory?  Here  would  I  approach  Thee,  and  k 
at  the  stony  bed  which  sustains  Thee,  as 
altar,  and  there  will  I  weep,  and  press  my  li 
which  wraps  Thy  sacred  feet,  and  water  it  " 
my  tears.  Where  else  should  the  heart  ol 
dwell  but  here  with  Thee?  Here  may  I 
with  Thee  from  mine  own  self,  from  mine  ow 
and  wishes  and  hopes,  which  have  so  grievoia 
astray.  Here,  buried  with  Thee,  may  I  shi 
temptations  of  the  world.  Here  may  Thy  sa 
stiff  and  cold,  cool  in  me  that  flesh  so  ofte 
by  luxury  and  passion ;  here  may  I  learn  sha 
tmcharitable  wotAb,  5hi4.  V\v*a%Ma,  and  deeds 
love  which  flDwa  6!CiDi'S?cca  ■\i\a^a^-«'3raAs 
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Hencefoirth,  by  the  mighty  aid  of  Thy  Holy  Spirit, 
Thy  tomb  shall  be  my  sanctuary,  that  myrrh  the 
incense  of  my  gratitude  and  love,  those  aloes  the  ofifering 
of  my  bitter  repentance,  that  napkin  round  Thy  brows 
the  binding  of  all  the  powers  of  my  mind,  dedicated 
now  and  for  ever  to  Thy  glory,  Thy  shroud  my  robe  of 
holy  liTing,  Thy  wounds  a  refuge  to  hide  me  in.  Thy 
sacred  body  the  eucharistic  food  of  my  aspiring  soul. 


I 
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For  EoMler  Eve. 


t 

Saturday,  the  Jewish  Sabbatb 

Isl  POIST.  The  Soul  of  Christ  JesuB  i 
Pftradise.— The  contemplation  of  the  Deatl 
of  our  most  blessed  SaTiour  leads  to  the  sole 
Whither  did  His  human  Soul  depart  duri 
that  His  eacred  body  rested  in  the  aepulch] 
high  mystery  it  behoves  na  to  be  Terj  1 
guarded  in  our  words,  lest  we  TBotore  one 
the  authority  of  Scripture.  With  alt  reyere 
Bpeak  of  one  place  whither  It  went,  beo 
exercise  of  His  Divine  raorcy  He  revcsled 
CiMR-i  to  the  Pyiiitent  Tlii.f;—" To-day  tli 
with  Me  IN  pABAsiBB.''  Beii^  released  £rej 
mels  of  the  flesh  It  departed  to  the  reg 
blessed :  when  earth  rejected  her  Creator,  1 
ceived  ita  God, 

2nd  POINT.  The  Penitent  Thief  in 
Paradise,  the  happj  region  of 'the  intenaet 
the  dwelling-place  of  saintly  sonla,  receive* 
of  the  Penitent  Thief,  There  were  the  pur« 
of  the  Elect  having  entered  within  the  va 
the  blissful  consciousness  of  the  Divine  Pr 
looking  forward  with  assured  hope  to  the  bi 
i:^  of  the  General  Resurrection,  Did  they 
the  coming  of  the  malefactor?  SufBcient 
broi^ht  the  passport  of  the  King  cf  Saints,  < 
him  welcome ;  and  who  shall  question?  C 
covenant  of  mercy !  most  joyful  the  warrant 
sealed  with  tbe  aesl  ol  ttife  Cti»»\ 

Mo  thoTight  can  winefeV)feftiB\rat*.iA"if 
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Great  Bedeemer  of  the  world  must  have  shed  throtigh- 
out  those  mysterioTia  realms  of  spirits,  when  He  opened 
the  barriers  of  Paradise,  and  entered  in  as  Prince  of 
Peace.  Sovereign  Lord  of  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven! 
With  what  adoring  wonder,  and  hyrons  of  praise,  was 
He  worshipped  by  the  souls  of  the  righteous  of  the  old 
world,  now  made  conscious  that  He,  Whom  they  had 
on  earth  dimly  foreseen  by  faith,  was  the  Son  of  GU)d! 
With  what  reverential  awe  did  the  spirit  of  Moses  behold 
the  Mighty  One  of  Israel,  the  Great  I  AM,  before  Whom 
he  had  bowed  at  the  burning  bush  on  Horeb,  Who  had 
ftdfiUed  the  law  and  the  prophets,  and  established  a 
better  covenant  than  that  of  Sinai !  The  souls  of  Adam 
and  Eve,  righteous  Abel,  Enoch,  Noah,  the  Patriarchs, 
Joshua,  David,  and  Hezechiah  would  no  less  wonder 
and  adore.  Samuel,  and  all  the  holy  prophets,  Isaiah^ 
Hosea^  and  Amos  the  herdsman  of  Tekoa,  Zechariah, 
Malachi,  Ezekiel,  Daniel,  and  Jeremiah, — ^with  what 
amazement  and  delight  would  they  behold  face  to  face 
the  Divine  object  of  their  inspired  visions!  These, 
with  all  the  countless  millions,  which  no  man  can 
number,  having  through  all  ages  died  in  the  faith  of 
God's  promises  of  a  Saviour,  would  now  clearly  com- 
prehend the  depths  of  the  Love  of  God,  Who  spared 
not  His  own  beloved  Son;  but  gave  Him  up  to  the 
agonies  of  the  Cross,  that  in  Him  all  generations  of 
lepentant  sinneors  might  be  blessed.  Of  this  happy 
somber  was  the  Penitent  Thief  in  Paradise. 

J>a  you  believe  there  is  an  intermediate  world  of 
sprits,  whither  your  soul  may  be  summoned  any  hour 
you  least  expect  ?  to  join  the  saints  in  Paradise  or  be  a 
castaway  ?  If  so,  you  walk  on  the  edge  of  eternity  i 
Then  why  so  live  regardless  of  all  beyond  the  present 
Mb  2  For  the  fleeting  pleasures  of  a  moment,  you  risk 
the  everlasting  mansions.  Shake  off  this  dreaming 
shunber.  That  same  loving  Voice  which  said  from 
the  Gross,  "  This  day  shalt  thou  be  with  me  in  Poco^ 
dfae,"  yet  speaks  to  all,  "Come  unto  Me,  nnd  \  ^vn^ 
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give  yon  rest."    Kise  .up,  then,  and  accept  the  invi- 
tation. 

Srd  POINT.  The  Blessed  Virgin.— We  tnm  from 
the  joys  of  those  bright  reahns  to  the  afflictions  of  the 
earth ;  from  saints  rejoicing  in  Paradise  with  their  cru- 
cified Eedeemer,  to  saints  lamentmg  His  loss.  And  first 
of  the  blessed  Virgin  Mary.  No  sorrow  so  tearful,  so 
tender,  so  sharp  and  jriteous  as  the  sorrow  of  a  mother 
for  the  child  of  her  womb.  Who,  then,  can  speak  the 
sufferings  of  the  Ever- Virgin  Mother  of  Jesus!  He 
was  •her  only  child;  that  Divine  Person  Who  is  the 
only-begotten  of  the  'Father,  became  her  Son,  ihade  of 
the  substance  of  her  flesh.  Had  she  not  borne  Him  in 
her  womb,  given  Him  birth,  nurtured  Him  whilst  He 
hanged  yet  upon  His  mother^s  breasts,  t^ded  and 
sheltered  Him  in  His  infancy,  watched  over  Him,  and 
led  Him  by  the  hand  during  those  early  years  of  diild- 
hood  when  He  increased  in  wisdom  and  stature,  and  in 
favour  with  God  and  man?  How  must  the  thought  of 
those  early  days  of  happiness  have  filled  her  memory 
as  she  beheld  the  title  on  the  Cross,  "  Jesus  of  Naza- 
reth !*' — of  all  that  had  passed  between  the  mother  and 
the  boy  in  that  hidden  life  at  Nazareth.  Behold  the 
second  Eve  gazes  on  the  tree  of  shame !  Behold  the 
sword  of  sorrow  piercing  through  the  soul  of  Mary  as 
the  sword  pierces  the  side  of  Jesus.  Her  sorrow  is  at 
the  death,  not  at  the  birth  I  Behold  her  weeping  at 
the  foot  of  the  Cross.  Who  can  fathom  the  holy  mother's 
grief,  the  poignancy  of  that  inward  suffering  which 
penetrated  even  the  depths  of  her  being  when  the 
prophecy  of  Simeon  was  thus  fulfilled!  Mary  thus 
shares  the  suffering  of  her  Son.  She  is  perfectly  con- 
formed to  the  Divine  will.  She  is  willing  that  her  Son, 
her  only  Son,  should  be  offered  up  for  the  sins  of  the 
world.  What  a  model  of  conformity,  of  patience,  of 
^■^BB,  of  silence !  And  to  share  the  Cross  is  to  share 
^^■Ofownl    li  'w^  «v3Sfet  ^\av^BxsL,we  shall  he  glori- 
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Red  for  ever.  Near  the  throne  of  Jesus  will  be  seen 
His  blessed  Mother,  who  stood  near  to  His  Cross  in 
the  bitter  hours  of  His  himiiliation  and  death.  Imitate 
her  conformity  as  you  look  on  Calvary,  and  try  to  bear 
all  separations  and  sorrows  as  she  bore  them.  Try  to 
bear  without  a  murmur,  and  elevate  your  eyes  to  the 
future  world,  and  see  the  glory  which  ^lall  be  revealed. 


^trailer. 

0  Lord  Jesus,  I  beseech  Thee  permit  me,  unworthy 
sinner  though  I  am,  to  join  Thy  holy  saints  on  earth, 
sorrowing  for  Thy  most  cruel  and  agonizing  Death. 
They  fondly  mourned  the  loss  of  all  most  dear  to  them 
on  earth.  Alas !  I  am  cold  and  listless;  and  whilst  I 
hear  them  so  bewail,  and  see  them  smite  upon  their 
breasts,  my  tears  refujse  to  flow.  0  melt  me  by  the  fire 
of  Thy  love,  that  their  sighs  may  find  an  echo  in  my 
heart  Yet  I  sorrow  for  my  sins,  which  all  my  life 
have  so  displeased  Thee,  adding  weight  to  the  trans- 
gressions of  the  world  that  brought  Thee  to  the  desola- 
t«m  of  Thy  Cross.  With  all  sinners  I  bow,  wheresoever 
they  may  be,  wounded  by  the  bitter  sense  of  their 
iniquities,  to  join  in  the  sacrifice  of  penitence.  May 
Thy  Death  be  our  life;  may  all  our  evil  desires  be 
buried  with  Thee ;  may  we  partake  in  the  fulness  of 
Thy  merits,  and  in  Thy  glorious  Eesurrection ;  for 
Thou  hast  purchased  for  all  contrite  souls  an  inheritr 
aofle  in  the  Paradise  of  Thy  saints.    Amen, 
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lat  POINT.  The  Disoiplefl.—We  have  seen,  thnrngh- 
ont  the  whole  course  of  our  Lord's  ministry,  the  lowig 
nature  of  His  intercoOrse  Witt  the  chosen  Twelra. 
They  were  men  of  low  estate,  whom  He  had  tramed  lo 
HJB  aerviee,  whose  names  He  had  written  in  heaveD,  fee 
whom  He  liod  prepared  twelve  thrones  in  Hie  Kingdran. 
If  nothing  else  had  been  recorded  of  His  nneianipled 
hiuuihty  an<l  sweetness  of  character  as  Man,  we  sbouM 
be  struck  with  admiration  that  One  so  grei^t  in  min 
lous  power,  go  exalted  in  wisdom,  should  be  so  ciHide- 
Bcending,  patient,  and  forgimg  to  those  fallible  and 
inconstant  men.  Hh,  "  Who  thought  it  not  robbery  la 
be  equal  witli  God,  made  Himself  of  no  rcpntatiMi" 
(PMI.  ii.  6,  7).  thought  it  no  unworthy  condeBcensiuD 
to  demean  Himself  to  the  sodety  of  fishermen.  He 
penetrated  all  their  thoughts,  knew  all  their  weakiKsij 
— how  they  would  forSEike  Him  in  His  estremitj  of 
BOiTow.  And  now  whither  had  they  fled?  Some 
perhaps  took  refuge  in  that  Upper  Guest-Cbamber  of 
the  "  good  man,"  where  they  had  partaken  of  the  Last 
Supper ;  others  sought  concealment  from  the  perseon- 
tion  of  the  Jews ;  two  we  know,  finding  no  eafe  retreat  in 
Jernsaiem,  went  away  to  Emmaus.  John  had  a  Lome, 
where  he  gave  protection  to  the  blessed  Virgin,  in  obe- 
dience io  his  dying  Master's  injunction.  But,  seeing  that 
He  was  "cut  off  out  of  tlie  land  of  the  hving,''  1' 
were  all  hopeless  of  the  restoration  of  His  promised 
Kingdom,  which  they  stil!  supposed  tu  be  of  this  world 

•ind  POINT.     The  faithful  women.— Of  those  who 
in  JeruEalem  mo&t  >a\'i.WcV3  \aiiiKcied   the    death  of 
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affectionate  women  who  followed  TTim  from  Galilee, 
"  and  beheld  afar  off"  the  afflicting  spectacle  of  the 
Crucifixion.  So  also,  when  Joseph  of  Arimathea,  and 
Nicodenras,  performed  the  last  offices  of  reverence  and 
love,  they  "  followed  after,  and  beheld  the  Sepulchre, 
and  how  His  Body  was  laid."  True  it  was,  Nicodemus 
had  brought  a  hundred  pound  weight  of  myrrh  and 
aloes  to  anoint  Him,  but  they  thought  these  insufficient : 
therefore  they  returned  into  the  city,  and  prepared 
spices  and  ointments :  and  rested  on  this  the  Sabbath 
day  ;  their  purpose  being  to  finish  the  pious  office  of 
embalming  to-morrow  morning.  Two  of  these  are  es- 
pecially noticed,  Mary  Magdalene  and  Mary  the  mother 
of  Gleopas :  they  sat  down  at  the  door  of  the  Sepulchre 
to  watch  and  to  weep. 

It  is  impossible  to  read  the  history  of  our  Lord  with- 
out being  struck  with  the  constancy  and  tenderness  of 
the  many  women  who  followed  his  footsteps.  The 
heart  of  woman  has  ever  been  more  congenial  with  the 
spirit  of  the  Gospel,  in  meekness  and  confiding  trust, 
in  pity  and  gentleness,  and  patient  endurance,  than  the 
more  stem  and  independent  nature  of  man.  As  wives, 
mothers,  daughters,  sisters,  or  friends,  —  even  as 
strangers,  how  affectionately  they  console,  sympathize, 
and  pray  with  others.  In  all  times  of  anxiety  and  misfor- 
tune how  do  the  unhappy  find  solace  in  their  fidelity. 
And  let  come  the  worst, — reproach,  poverty,  or  the 
sorrows  of  death,  they  are  ever  by  our  side,  to  light 
up  the  darkest  hour.  How  especially  do  they  devote 
themselves  to  the  sick !  patient  and  careful,  regardless 
of  themselves,  they  shrink  from  no  offices  of  mercy  to 
alleviate  the  infirmities  to  which  our  common  humanity 
is  heir.  *'  To  the  pure  all  things  are  pure ;"  and  they 
are  like  guardian  angels. 

And  how  often  did  our  Saviour  testify  His  compas- 
BiDnate  love  to  the  suffering  daughters  of  Israel !  To 
the  disconsolate  widow  of  Nain  He  said,  "Weep  not-," 
and  restored  her  dead  son ;  to  another  "her  sick,  ^"kvx^- 
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ter,  saying,  "  0  woman,  great  is  thy  feith :  be  it  unto 
thee,  even  as  thou  wilt ;"  to  another,  whom  He  healed 
of  her  distemper,  "  Thy  faith  hath  made  thee  whole ; 
go  in  peace."  And  how  gently  He  spoke  to  those  who 
had  fallen  from  innocence,  and  were  i)enitent,— as 
knowing  that  it  is  the  heartlessness  of  selfish  man 
which  betrays  weak  and  fondly  confiding  woman  io 
sin.  To  one  He  said,  "  Thy  sins  are  forgiven ;  go  in 
peace;"  to  another,  "Neither  do  I  condemn  thee;  go 
and  sin  no  more;" — lastly.  His  tender  love  for  the 
penitent  Mary  Magdalene,  to  whom  He  first  revealed 
Himself,  as  her  risen  Lord ! 

And  now  we  see  who  they  were  that  sorrowed  most 
for  the  crucified  Jesus,  and  loved  Him  most  after  death ; 
with  what  reverential  attachment  they  cared  for  His 
dead  Body ;  how  they  watched  by  His  Tomb  till  it  was 
dark,  and  went  away  only  to  prepare  spices  to  anoint 
Him.  And  they  had  their  reward.  To-morrow  they 
will  be  the  first  at  the  sepulchre, — the  first  to  receive 
the  message  from  Heaven,  by  the  word  of  holy  angels, 
that  their  Lord  was  risen  indeed, — the  first  to  behold 
Him  again.  0  joy  unutterable ! — when  in  the  Majesty 
of  power  He  shakes  the  earth,  and  comes  forth  from 
the  Tomb  to  the  light  of  day !  To  them  first  it  will  be 
permitted  to  recognize  the  well-known  voice,  which 
had  taught  them  the  mysteries  of  Heaven ; — they  first 
shall  worship  Him,  kiss  His  pierced  feet,  and  be  sent 
to  the  disciples  as  messengers  of  the  glad  tidings  of 
His  Glorious  Eesurrection. 

Srd  POINT.  The  Jews.— This  day  after  the  Cruci- 
fixion was  the  Jews'  sabbath.  Never  since  the  law  from 
Sinai  had  there  been  such  a  sabbath  as  this,  when  the 
human  Soul  of  the  Son  of  Man  was  in  Paradise,  and 
His  wounded  Body  rested  in  the  Tomb  at  Golgotha. 
This  most  memorable  of  all  Jewish  sabbaths  was  the 
boundary  line  between  the  old  and  new  covenants, 
brth  "vmdeT  \Ja&  CjQis^^»\XNa  ^venth  day  of  the 
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week  would  "be  no  sabbath;  but  all  the  fiuthfal  wonld 
keep  holy  the  first  day  of  the  week  as  a  Christian  rest 
and  holy  festival^  to  commemorate  with  thanksgiving 
and  prayer  the  Kesnrrection  of  their  Iiord  from  the 
grave.  ^ 

And  now  during  this  Hebrew  sabbath  there  was  a 
pause  in  the  wicked  proceedings  of  the  Priests  and 
Elders.  They  had  accomplished  the  great  end  of  all 
their  crafty  designs :  they  had  slain  the  Lord's  Anointed. 
Neither  the  mysterious  darkness,  nor  the  earthquake, 
nor  the  opening  graves,  could  work  upon  their  hard 
infidelity.  But  the  predictions  of  Jesus  that  He  would 
rise  again,  being  now  whispered  abroad,  occasioned 
them  uneasiness.  Being  themselves  hypocrites  and 
deceivers,  they,  suspected  that  His  disciples  would  be 
equally  false.  Therefore  they  came  together  unto 
Pilate,  saying,  "  Sir,  we  remember  that  that  deceiver 
said,  while  He  was  yet  alive,  '  After  three  days  I  will 
rise  again.*  Command  therefore  that  the  Sepulchre  be 
made  sure  until  the  third  day,  lest  His  disciples  come 
by  night  and  steal  Him  away,  and  say  unto  the  people, 
'  He  is  risen  from  the  dead :  so  the  last  error  shall  be 
worse  than  the  first.' "  Pilate  replied  carelessly,  "  Ye 
have  a  watch ;  go  your  way,  make  it  as  sure  as  ye  can." 
So  they  went,  and  made  the  Sepulchre  sure,  sealing  the 
stone,  and  setting  a  watch. 

Vain  were  all  their  devices  to  screen  themselves  from 
the  shame  of  their  iniquity.  Their  very  precautions 
would  the  more  certainly  expose  them ;  and  give  the 
best  proof  that  Jesus  Christ,  whom  they  had  so  merci- 
lessly condemned  and  slain,  rose  frdm  the  grave  by  the 
power  of  God.  Making  all  fast,  they  affix  their  iron 
seal  to  the  Tomb,  set  their  own  watch,  and  go.  their 
way  for  the  night.  Before  they  rise  in  the  morning 
Jerusalem  will  ring  with  the  news,  that  "Jbsds  of 
Nazabeth  has  eisen  fbom  the  dead." 


Dear  Eeader,  We  must  not  tarry :  "  it  ia  to^ar^Le^ea.- 


ji 
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ing,  and  the  day  is  far  spent."    We  are  loth  to'  bid  yon 
feirewell;  for  we  have  discoursed  together  of  things 
unlike  to  all  that  is  on  earth.    Solemn  and  sad  they 
have  been  of  late, — yet  full  of  consolation  to  penitent 
hearts.    If  God  should  mercifully  spare  us  to  meet 
again,  may  we  rejoice  before  Him  on  Easter  Morning. 
A  few  words  ere  we  part.    K  we  have  sat  togetifer  by 
the  wayside,  or  on  the  mountain  top,  listening  to  Cfanst 
our  Lord's  discourses  of  Wisdom,  enchanted  by  the 
unearthly  graces  of  His  Person,  as  Man,  the  sweetness 
of  His  demeanour.  His  courtesy,  £Qs  condescension  and 
humihty.  His  enduring  patience,  and  His  compassian 
for  the  frailties  of  our  common  Humanity,  we  mnst 
surely  love  and  admire.    But  beware  lest  you  deceive 
yourself:  if  your  admiration  be  only  a  sentiment,  and 
your  love  kindles  only  aspirations  after  holiness,  yon 
come  short  of  His  Gospel.    The  Life  of  the  Son  of  God 
in  the  Flesh  is  not  a  Eomance,  but  a  Beality.    Each 
step  of  His  sojourn  on  earth  was  part  of  His  Passion, 
— was  a  constant  lesson  to  Man  of  Self-denial.  From  the 
song  of  angels  over  Bethlehem  to  the  earthquake  on 
Calvary,— from  His  Cradle  in  the  Manger  to  His  Cross, 
He  bore  the  weight  of  the  sins  of  a  world.    All  genera- 
tions are  to  understand  the  Covenant  of  Reconciliation 
through  His  Atonement, — penitence,  faith  in  His  Name 
and  merits,  a  holy  Hfe,  and  charity  to  all  men.    The 
service  of  Christ  is  freedom  from  the  bondage  of  Sin. 
"We   cannot  serve  two  masters;"  we  must  decide 
whether  to  be  disciples  of  a  Divine  Lord,  or  slaves  of 
Self.    Look  now  on  these  two,  and  impartially  declare 
which  is  the  more  lovely  ?  .  .  .  .    Yet  the  daily  choice 
is  not  an  easy  task,  by  reason  of  the  incessant  war  that 
Self  is  ever  carrying  on  against  the  graces  of  the  Spirit 
Happy  each  conquest  over  him :  it  brings  its  own  reward 
in  a  beam  of  light  from  the  sunshine  of  the  DiTine 
Master's  approval,  warming  our  hearts  to  another  and 
another,  until  we  gain  the  victory,  and  receive  the 
crown.    Eoi  \3ai& 
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Let  us  pbay. 

O  Almighty  Lord,  we  humbly  praise  Thee,  0  Grod, 
we  glorify  Thy  Name  for  the  inestimable  gift  of  Jesus, 
Sayiour  of  simiers.  We  this  night,  watching  before 
His  Tomb,  are  filled  with  gratitude  and  love:  for  by 
His  Death  and  Eesurrection  we  hope  to  rise  from  the 
death  of  sin  to  a  life  of  righteousness.  0  do  Thou, 
by  Thy  grace,  raise  our  hearts  above  this  world,  that 
we  may  be  prepared  to  celebrate  with  holy  joy  the 
coming  of  Easter  Day.  0  shed  the  light  of  Thy  coun- 
tenance upon  Thy  Church  and  people :  let  the  shadows 
of  sin  be  dispelled,  that  here  below  we  may  join  the 
angelic  choirs  above  in  singing  praises  to  the  Eisen 
Saviour ;  and  at  the  last  Great  Day  have  part  in  the 
Resurrection  of  the  just,  to  live  with  Thee  eternally, — 
through  His  only  merits,  Thy  Son  our  Lord.    Ameii, 

O  gracious  Saviour,  Who  lay  in  the  darkness  and 
shadow  of  death,  that  Thou  mightest  open  unto  us  the 
gates  of  everlasting  life,  we  adore  Thy  wondrous  love  to 
sinners.  We  mourn  and  lament  the  cruelty  of  thine 
enemies,  and  the  bitterness  of  Thy  sufferings.  Alas! 
ve  also  have  offered  to  Thee  the  gall  and  vinegar  of 
our  many,  many  sins.  As  Thou  wast  betrayed  by  one 
of  Thy  disciples,  denied  by  another,  and  forsaken  of 
all,  so  have  we  betrayed,  denied,  and  forsaken  Thee. 
Our  only  plea  for  pardon  is  Thy  inexhaustible  com- 
passion. 0  that  we  were  like  Joseph,  and  Nicodemus, 
and  the  faithful  women,  with  their  embalming  spices, 
as  a  tribute  of  their  affection!  Even  now,  as  Thy 
sacred  Body  lies  in  the  Tomb,  let  Thy  grace  shine 
upon  our  hearts.  When  to-morrow's  sun  shall  rise, 
0  grant  that  we,  and  all  Thy  Church,  may  rejoice  in 
the  triumph  of  Thy  Resurrection,  and  hear  the  happy 
tidings  of  the  angels, "  Christ  is  risen."  Before  Thy 
Holy  Altar  may  we  in  faith,  and  penitence,  and  love, 
i^eceive  the- sacred  mysteries  of  Thy  most  precious 
Body  broken,  and  Thy  Blood  shed  for  BumQift,   'Hssteoi 
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is  thy  gracions  pledge  that  we  are  reconciled  and 
redeemed  before  the  Father's  throne.  All  glory  be  to 
Thee.    Amen, 

0  Holy  Spirit,  One  with  the  Almighty  Father,  and 
the  Ble^ed  Son,  in  Power,  Majesty,  and  Dominion, 
Co-equal  and  Co-eternal,  we  beseech  Thee,  shed  upon 
our  hearts  the  rays  of  Thy  celestial  light.  Anoint  and 
cheer  ns  out  of  Thy  abundant  grace,  that  we  may  have 
faith  to  believe,  and  love  to  obey  the  word  of  Thy 
Inspiration.  Now  that  we  are  about  to  lie  down  to 
rest,  may  Thy  holy  angels  guard  around  us ;  and  in  the 
morning  raise  us  up  with  hearts  renewed,  and  sanctified, 
to  rejoice  in  the  Besurrection  of  our  crucified  Lord. 
Awaken  us  from  the  sleep  of  sin,  that  henceforth  we 
may  praise  Him  in  a  life  dedicated  to  His  serrice. 
Amen, 


End  op  Pabt  n. 
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Life  and  Death  of  our  dear  Lord,  the  Son  of  the 
)st,  so  powerful  in  miracle,  so  great  in  wisdom, 
)lime  in  affliction,  so  enchanting  in  the  graces  of 
n  excellence,  so  Divinely  perfect  in  the  attributes 
true  manhood,  exceed  all  that  man's  imagination 

conceive.  But  all  the  manifestations  of  His 
3  power  on  Earth  are  surpassed  by  One, — His 
rection  from  the  grave. 

day  the  Church  puts  off  her  garments  of  woe, 
3cks  herself  in  holiday  attire.  Fresh  flowers  per- 
her  altars ;  for  there  her  faithful  children,  after 
fast,  draw  near  to  celebrate  the  holy  Feast  of 
Jesus  Cheist  is  bisen  to-day.  We  have 
ed  in  the  night  like  the  Wise  Men  in  the  east  for 
romises  of  prophecy :  and  lo !  brighter  than  the 
g  Star  that  shone  in  the  heavens  at  Epiphany  is 
ory  that  brightens  the  earth  on  Easter  Morning. 
;  rise  up,  and  see  this  great  thing  which  is  come 
3,  and,  may  God  grant,  with  hearts  purified.  We 
he  Saviour,  New-bom  from  the  womb  of  the 
risen  in  the  Body  Glorified!  Bow  down,  andwor- 

open  your  treasures ;  present  your  gifts,  gold, 
license,  and  myrrh, — gold  of  Love,  incense  of 
:,  myrrh  of  Penitence — ^fit  for  Pilgrims  ^om^ 


tfaiough  the  wildemess  of  sin  to  the  heavenly  mansioiis. 
Onoe  to  the  shepherds  of  Bethlehem  angels  sang  the 
Christmas  Hymn,  "Glory  to  God  in  the  Highest, and 
on  earth  peace,  good  will  toward  men."  Now  to  the 
women  at  the  Sepnlchre  their  Easter  message  is,  GI017 
to  the  Bisen  Savionr,  and  in  Heaven  joy,  Bedemptionto 
sinners.  Go  your  ways;  like  the  shepherds  make 
known  abroad  the  saying  that  is  told  yon;  like  tiie 
Wise  Men  return  home  another  way,  and  a  better  than 
that  you  have  wandered  in;  spread  the  happy  tidings; 
like  the  fedthfiil  women,  rejoice  with  holy  fear;  neyer 
cease  to  live  as  angels  in  pnriiy.  Keep  festival  with 
reverence,  with  prayer  and  praise,  with  an  Easter  joy. 
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EASTEB. 

For  Easier  Sunday, 


Thb  Eesubrbction. 

POINT.  Christ  the  Lord. — It  was  not  possible 
lie  Son  of  the  Highest  should  be  holden  of  death 
i  the  hour  of  His  own  appointment :  it  could  not 
it  the  sacred  Body  of  the  Holy  One  should  see 
}tion.  Angels  had  watched  Him  whilst  He  lay 
•ed  in  swaddling-clothes  in  the  Manger  at  Beth- 
;   now  as  He  reposed,  bound  about  with  the 

shroud  and  napkin,  two  angels  kept  their  yigils 
I  the  Sepulchre  at  Calvary,  "  sitting,  one  at  the 
now  the  other  at  the  feet."  Behold,  how  beauti- 
the  paleness  of  a  peaceful  slumber  tiiose  features 
e   and    compassion,  of   superhuman   sanctity! 

grace  and  symmetry!  What  inexpressible 
sion  of  the  closed  lips,  sweeter  than  the  smile 
;e\s !  Doubtless  they  thought  themselves  highly 
ed  as  watchmen  over  their  Lord,  waiting  hope- 
ill  His  eyes  should  beam  upon  them :  and  what  a 
Uumined  the  darkness  of  the  Tomb,  radiant  from 
elestial  garments  I  Keep  silence,  0  heavena  \  ^av)x 
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Creator  sleeps :  be  hushed,  ye  cayems  of  the  earth;  He 
Who  formed  you  in  the  beginning,  and  gave  you  all 
the  treasures  that  enrich  your  depths,  deigns  to  lie  be- 
neath the  hallowed  rock.  But  the  hour  is  come ;  day- 
dawn  is  at  hand ;  the  shades  of  night  are  scarcely  past; 
the  heavens  are  dusk  in  twilight ;  but  streaks  of  grey 
in  the  far  east  declare  the  early  morning.  Hark  to  the 
loud  earthquake !  nature  trembles.  The  Spirit  of  God 
penetrates  the  Sepulchre ;  Christ,  the  Lord,  the  Eesur- 
rection  and  the  Life,  is  gone.  He  has  passed  through 
the  sealed  stone ;  no  one  knows  whither ;  He  passed 
unseen  of  human  eyes. 

0  thought  of  ecstacy !  my  own  Saviour,  and  my  God, 
has  risen  from  the  grave !  Yes,  mine, — unworthy  smner 
that  I  am ;  and  though  no  less  the  Saviour  of  myriads 
besides.  He  is  mine ;  for  so  hath  He  revealed  Himself 
secretly  to  my  soul :  and  I  will  never  part  with  Him; 
never  grieve  Him  again;  never  cease  to  praise  and 
worship  Him,  and  beseech  Him  to  give  Himself  to  me 
more  and  more,  and  more  and  more,  until  He  become, 
as  it  were,  the  very  atmosphere  I  breathe,  without 
which  I  should  die. 

2ncl  POINT.  The  Angels. — ^Angels  everywhere  at- 
tend the  Son  of  God  throughout  His  earthly  sojourn. 
Three  were  at  the  Sepulchre  when  He  rose  from  the 
dead ;  two  watched  within,  "  clothed  in  shining  gar- 
ments," the  third  "  descended  from  Heaven "  in  the 
midst  of  the  earthquake,  and  rolled  back  the  stone 
from  the  door,  and  sat  upon  it.  "His  countenance 
was  like  lightning,  and  his  raiment  white  as  snow ;  and 
for  fear  of  him  the  keepers  did  shake,  and  became  as 
dead  men."  The  two  within  had  carefully  and  re- 
verently folded  the  garments  of  their  Lord,  as  their 
last  service  in  the  Sepulchre.  Hallowed  those  gsn- 
ments  were  in  having  covered  that  scourged  and 
wounded  Body,  more  precious  than  the  myrrh,  or  all 
the  spices  of  Arabia.  What  a  tale  of  mysteries  in  that 
dark  Tomb  'wou\^  Wio^  «a.%'5\%\i3a.^Q  to  tell,  when  they 
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jed  their  way  back  to  the  reahns  of  light!  What 
elujahs  would  resound  from  sphere  to  sphere, 
Q  the  seraphim  and  cherubim  heard  that  the  Son 
!an  had  spoken  of  His  Ascension !  What  prepara- 
3  would  be  made,  what  triumphal  arches  raised 
re  the  everlasting  gates  of  the  Golden  City,  to  give 
I  welcome,  and  lead  Him  to  His  Throne. 

d  POINT.  The  Women. — Love  is  always  watch- 
and  cannot,  therefore,  be  taken  unawares.    The 

women  could  not  rest  until  they  had  anointed  the 
Y  of  their  Lord.  They  felt  as  if  the  Burial  was  un- 
pleted  and  their  devout  service  unperformed  till 

was  done.  But  according  to  the  law  of  holy 
lience,  they  waited  to  fulfil  it  until  the  Sabbath  was 
And  thus  obedience  and  love  were  reconciled 
made  one ;  for  in  Christ's  service  love  is  obedience, 
obedience  is  love,  and  the  Law  being  fulfilled  finds 
;e ;  their  keeping  of  the  Sabbath,  the  last  and 
test  of  Sabbaths,  leads  them  to  Christ  risen.    Their 

obedience  to  the  law  of  the  Sabbath  brought  about 

they  should  not  embalm  a  dead  Body  with  these 
pant  oblations  which  they  bore  in  their  hands  to  the 
I  of  Heaven  and  earth,  but  behold  a  Living  One. 
1  the  way  they  took  counsel  together  as  to  "  who 
id  roll  away  the  stone  from  the  door  of  the 
Ichre."  Yet  persevering  in  well-doing,  with  full 
idence  in  Almighty  God  that  He  would  assist  them, 

found,  on  their  arrival,  that  the  stone  was  rolled 
r,  and  "  behold,  the  Angel  of  the  Lord  sat  upon  it." 

^Praper. 

Lord,  the  mighty  Conqueror  of  Sin  and  Death, 
)  hast  changed  Thy  Crown  of  Thorns  for  a  diadem 
lory,  and  Thy  Cross  for  the  Great  White  Throne, 
re  Thou  sittcst  with  the  Father  and  the  Holy 
st.  Eternal  Three  in  One,  all  honour,  power,  and 
linion  are  Thine.  We  praise  Thee  for  Thy  suffer- 
on  our  behalf;  we  magnify  Thee  ior  T!\i"^  ^Bjasoit- 
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rection  from  the  graye;  we  adoie  Thee  for  Thy 
Asoenfiion  into  Heayen;  we  feryently  desiie  to  love 
Thee  for  the  aU-preyailing  merits  of  Thy  Death,  plead- 
ing on  behalf  of  sinners.  We  draw  near  to  Thy  Holy 
Altar  in  hnmble  penitence  for  our  sins,  in  fedth  of 
Thy  Word,  in  the  hope  of  Thy  mercy,  in  love  and 
charity  unto  all  men.  Be  Thou  graciously  present  w&l 
ns,  and  aU  the  belieying  members  of  Thy  Chnrch,  that, 
feeding  on  the  Commnnion  of  Thy  sacred  Body,  and 
drinking  of  the  Commnnion  of  Thy  precious  Blood,  we 
may  be  sealed  to  everlasting  life,  and  joyfully  partake 
of  Thy  glorious  Eesurrection  at  tiie  last  day.    Am&u 


For  Monday  of  Easter  Week, 

The  Ekstjbbection — co^dinued. 

1st  POINT,  Our  Kisen  Lord.— Wonderful  are  all 
the  ways  of  the  Almighty :  out  of  nothing  spring  the 
most  sublime  creations :  He  spake  the  word,  and  otit 
of  darkness  light  shone  through  the  Firmament:  out 
of  dust  He  created  immortal  man  "  in  ELis  own  image," 
— a  living  soul.  Of  a  humble  Virgin  was  bom  "Im- 
MANTJBL,  God  with  US."  Out  of  the  hollow  cavity  of 
the  Eock  rose  the  once  Crucified  Jesus,  more  glorious 
than  the  sun  at  noonday,  to  spread  through  the  darkest 
corners  of  a  lost  world  the  beams  of  salvation,  that  the 
realms  of  Heaven  might  be  peopled  with  myriads  of 
redeemed  sinners.  Thus  the  God-Man  restored  the 
broken  link  in  the  chain  of  Divine  harmonies,  uniting 
more  closely  than  ever  the  feeble  nature  of  humanity 
with  the  exalted  attributes  of  Deity.  *» 

2nd  POINT,    Let  us  approach  the  Sepulchre  with 
reverence. — ^^e  ba.^^  «je«via&  through  a  glass  darkly 
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the  miraculotus  life  and  Death  of  the  Son  of  God.  In 
a  brighter  light  of  liYing  faith,  in  the  spirit  of  humility, 
with  hearts  sorrowing  that  we  have  been  so  little  moved 
to  love  Him,  with  awe  and  admiration  adoring  Him,  let 
us  contemplate  this  greatest.miracle  of  all, — the  Kesur- 
rection  of  our  Lord  by  His  own  power  from  the  grave. 
May  He  graciously  permit  us  to  draw  aside  the  veil 
that  envelopes  His  risen  glory  and  see  by  faith  His 
knumph  over  death.  Let  us  reverently  stoop  down 
with  the  faithful  women,  and  the  disciples,  to  see  where 
bhe  Saviour  lay.  That  Tomb  is  the  Holy  Ark  of  a  new 
sovenant  of  mercy  to  Man ;  and  nothing  defiled  may 
ipproach  the  Sanctuary,  Bring  therefore  sweet  spices 
Df  prayer,  and  the  ointment  of  a  living  faith. 

Srd  POINT.  The  Victory.— "  This  is  the  Day  of 
lays,  a  day  of  victory  and  triumph,  a  day  of  glory  and 
iappiness,  the  greatest  and  most  memorable  Day  that 
)ver  was.  This  is  the  day  which  the  Lord  hath  made. 
We  will  rejoice,  and  be  glad  in  it.  Our  heart  shall  sing 
ivith  holy  joy."*  Now  the  partition  wall  between  the 
Seavenly  Father  and  a  disobedient  world  is  thrown 
iown,  and  the  gates  of  Paradise  opened  to  all  the 
Taithful,  who  shall  walk  in  newness  of  life :  for  like  as 
uhrist  was  raised  from  the  dead,  so  shall  they  also  in 
the  last  day  partake  in  His  Eesurrection,  and  arise  in 
bodies  fashioned  after  His  glorious  Body. 

If  we  would  be  blessed  with  them  at  His  coming 
Ekgain  in  power  with  all  the  hosts  of  Heaven,  we  must 
keep  ourselves  holy  and  undefiled.  Shall  we  who  have 
followed  His  footsteps  with  delight  through  Galilee 
and  Judsea,  admired  His  lessons  of  Divine  wisdom, 
wondered  at  His  miracles,  and  wept  beneath  His  Cross, 
&il'to  share  the  joy  of  His  Eesurrection?  Bather  we 
will  rejoice  before  the  Holy  One  now  clad  in  mysterious 
robes  of  light ; — not  the  winding  sheet  of  the  grave, — 
not  in  the  garments  and  vesture  divided  among  the 

*  Nouet. 
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soldiers,  but  in  raiment  of  some  unearthly  texture, 
beautiful  and  glistering  as  that  on  the  Mount  of  Trans- 
figuration. 

IPrauer. 

0  Lord,  my  Eedeemer,  when  I  contemplate  the  myste- 
ries of  Thy  love  for  sinners,  I  am  humbled  to  a  sense  of 
my  own  unworthiness,  and  earnestly  desire  to  glorify  Thy 
compassion.  I  feithfolly 'believe  that  Thou  didst  lie  in 
the  darkness  and  shadow  of  the  Tomb,  that  Thou 
mightest  open  imto  us  the  gates  of  everlasting  life.  I 
beseech  Thee,  raise  up  my  affections  from  earth  to 
heaven,  and  fix  them  on  Thyself,  as  the  ground  of  all 
my  hopes,  my  comfort,  and  the  treasure  of  my  souL 
Grant  imto  me  the  presence  of  Thy  Holy  Spirit,  that, 
mortifying  all  my  corrupt  desires,  I  may  be  buried 
with  Thee,  and  through  the  grave  and  gate  of  death 
may  pass  to  my  joyful  Kesurrection ;  and  be  received 
among  the  number  of  Thy  redeemed,  to  praise  and 
love  Thee  for  ever.    Amen, 


••^*- 


For  Tuesday  of  Easter  Week, 


The  Eesubreotion — continued. 

1st  POINT,  The  account  given  by  the  Evangelists. 
— The  four  Grospels  bring  before  us  the  whole  scene 
of  our  Lord's  Eesurrection  as  in  a  picture :  the  angels 
shining  in  their  celestial  radiance,  the  astonished 
women  and  disciples  hastening  to  and  fro  at  different 
moments,  and  in  various  places,  all  turned  towards 
the  centre  point, — the  Sepulchre.  All  are  absorbed 
in  the  events  quickly  succeeding  one  another,  mira- 
culous, unexpected,  overpowering  in  interest,  call- 
ing up  sudden  enio\iQ>ii&  oi  lao^e  and  fear.    One  or 
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more  incidents  noticed  by  this  Evangelist,  or  by  that ; 
and  of  the  persons  engaged  some  mentioned  by  all, 
others  by  one  or  two.  But  amidst  the  scene  of  hurried 
variety  and  amazement,  a  bright  light  shines  on  this 
day's  glory,  unfolding  the  mystery  of  Life  in  lucid 
'  order,  while  the  two  parties  of  women  come  to  the 
Sepulchre  to  honour  with  the  precious  ointment,  as 
they  expected  the  dead  Body  of  their  Lord ;  the  first 
consisting  of  Mary  Magdalene,  Mary  the  mother  of 
James  the  Less,  with  Salome ;  the  second  of  Joanna, 
and  other  women  from  Galilee. 

2nd  POINT.  The  Women  at  the  Sepulchre.— Mary 
Magdalene,  the  other  Mary,  and  Salome,  having  pre- 
pared their  spices,  are  on  the  way  discoursing  one  with 
the  other,  "  Who  shall  roll  us  away  the  stone?"  They 
arrive  at  the  Sepulchre  :  but  the  Divine  object  of  their 
affections  is  no  more  the  tenant  of  the  grave.  They 
behold  the  angel  seated  on  the  stone  which  he  had  rolled 
away  from  the  door.  They  were  terrified  at  the  sight, 
and  amazed  to  hear  him  say,  *'  Fear  not  ye :  for  I  know 
that  ye  seek  Jesus  Which  was  crucified.  He  is  not 
here  :  He  is  risen,  as  He  said"  Our  Lord  and  Master 
risen  ?  0  beguile  us  not  with  vain  hopes  and  fears ; 
we  come  to  anoint  His  Body,  and  to  weep.  "  Weep  not 
[the  angel  said] :  come,  see  the  place  where  the  Lord 
lay.  And  go  quickly,  and  tell  His  disciples  that  He  is 
risen  from  the  dead ;  and  behold,  He  goeth  before  you 
into  Galilee :  there  shall  ye  see  Him :  lo,  I  have  told 
you."  Full  of  tremulous  wonder  and  confused 
thoughts,  they  entered  the  Sepulchre :  there  they  saw 
another  angel,  "  sitting  on  the  right  side,  clothed  in  a 
long  white  garment."  And  because  they  were  "af- 
ftighted,"  he  also  bade  them  not  to  fear ;  but  to  go, 
and  tell  the  disciples. 

Srd  POINT.  The  application  to  ourselves. — 0  my 
soTil,  how  stands  it  with  thee,  when  thou  approachest 
thy  Saviour,  Who  died  for  thee  that  tlaow  Tc^^c^eeJ^ 
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live  ?  Dost  thou  seek  Him  from  necessity  when  affic- 
tions  come?  or  from  love, — as  the  holy  women  did? 
They  brought  Him  the  silent  tribute  of  reverence, 
sweet  spices,  and  yet  sweeter  tears  of  love,  in  the 
twilight  of  the  morning,  looking  for  no  return.  They 
desired  nothing,  sought  nothing  but  Himself,  only 
that  they  might  behold  His  beloved  features  for  the 
last  time,  and  do  honour  to  His  wounded  Body :  their 
hearts  were  in  the  Sepulchre,  for  there  they  thought 
to  find  their  treasure.  It  may  be  fer  better  with  thee, 
if  thou  art  sincere ;  for  they  found  Him  not :  but  thou 
mayest  find  Him  always.  Seek  Him  in  faith  and  purity, 
with  earnest  desire ;  and  He  will  come,  and  abide  with 
thee:  not  visibly,  as  with  His  disciples  before  the 
Cross,  nor  in  Body  Glorified,  as  in  the  Eesurrection ; 
but  in  communion  more  intimate, — in  His  no  less  real 
unseen  Presence  within  thee,  to  be  thy  peace  and  joy, 
the  breath  of  thy  breath,  the  life  of  thy  life.  Thou 
mayest  see  suddenly,  when  thou  expectest  not.  When 
thou  art  saddest  in  heart,  He  may  suddenly  appear. 

^raner. 

Blessed  Saviour,  Thou  knowest  the  frailty  of  my 
nature, — how  my  thoughts  cling  to  the  earth  when 
they  should  rise  up  to  Thy  throne.  Thy  Holy  Word 
has  taught  me  with  a  voice  better  than  an  angel's  that 
Thou  art  my  Risen  Lord,  and  hast  ascended  into  the 
heavens.  0  remember  Thy  promise,  that  Thou  wouldsk 
come  to  all  those  who  believe  in  Thee.  But  this  faith 
must  bo  the  gift  of  Thy  Holy  Spirit ;  for  Thou  ai-t  the 
Alpha  and  Omega,  the  Begiiming  and  the  End  of  all 
blessings ;  and  I  desire  to  receive  every  gift  from  Thee 
alone,  the  Fountain  of  all  my  hopes.  0  do  Thou  purify 
my  soul,  and  take  possession,  that  my  whole  life  may 
be  dedicated  to  Thy  service,  and  all  my  affections  bo 
Tliine.     Amen. 
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ifouctl)  a^eUitation. 

For  Wednesday  of  Ecwter  Week, 


The  liBSUBSMynoTX— continued. 

1st  POINT,  Mary  Magdalene  hastens  to  tell  St 
John  and  St.  Peter. — Mary  Magdalene  and  her  com- 
panions, in  obedience  to  the  angels,  departed  quickly 
from  the  Sepulchre  "with  fear  and  great  joy;" — with 
great  joy  at  the  thought  that  possibly  their  Lord  was 
risen,  "as  He  said,"  but  with  greater  fears— their  faith 
being  too  weak  to  believe  the  miracle,  though  vouched 
by  angels.  The  darkness  of  the  heavens,  the  earth- 
quake, the  veil  in  the  Temple  rent  in  twain,  had  filled 
Jerusalem  with  dismay:  and  now  the  sight  of  angels, 
the  open  Sepulchre,  the  supernatural  disappearance  of 
their  Lord,  smote  the  hearts  of  the  timid  women  with 
dreadful  misgivings.  The  terrors  of  the  wrath  of  God 
seemed  coming  upon  the  wicked  city.  They  met  many 
on  the  way  as  they  ran,  but  stopped  to  tell  no  man 
anything,  going  quickly  by  different  paths  to  convey 
the  news  to  as  many  of  the  Apostles  as  they  could  find. 
These  were  "  scattered  like  sheep,"  as  their  Master  had 
foretold,  seeking  various  places  of  retreat  for  fear  of 
persecution.  Mary  Magdalene  went  straight  to  Simon 
Peter  and  John,  who  were  probably  together  in  John's 
house.  Suddenly  breaking  in  upon  them,  she  exclaimed, 
"  They  have  taken  away  the  Lord  out  of  the  Sepulchre, 
and  we  know  not  where  they  have  laid  Him." 

2nd  POINT,  St.  John.— No  sooner  did  the  Magdalene 
declare  to  Peter  and  John  the  wonderful  fisict,  that  their 
Master's  Body  was  no  longer  in  the  Sepulchre,  than  they 
borried  from  the  house,  and  ran  quickly  to  the  spot 
Once  they  fled  from  Him  on  the  wings  ot  loar;  now 
tiiey  fly  in  search  of  Him  on  the  wings  of  love.  So 
inth  us  all— willing  to  partake  in  the  joys  of  the  Besur- 
nection,  whilst  w  3  shrink  from  the  txisAB  oi  ^bti&  Citofi^ 
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But  what  says  the  Psalmist?  "He  that  goeth  forth, 
and  weepeth,  bearing  precious  s^,  shall  doubtless  come 
again  with  rejoicing,  bringing  his  sheaves  with  him" 
(Psalm  cxxvi.  6).  "John  did  outrun  Peter,  and 
came  first  to  the  Sepulchre,  and  stooping  down,  and 
looking  in,  saw  the  linen  clothes  lying ;  yet  went  not 
in,"— overawed,  and  waiting  for  Peter.  This  was  like 
St.  John ;  deeply  earnest,  but  much  given  to  medita- 
tion; he  sat  down  to  ponder  the  miracle,— perhaps  to 
pray.  Once  he  was  known  by  the  name  of  Boanerges, 
son  of  thunder,  a  man  of  intense  zeal :  he  would  haTe 
called  down  fire  from  Heaven  on  the  unbeliemg 
Samaritans:  but  he  never  forgot  that  Divine, rebuke, 
"  Ye  know  not  what  manner  of  spirit  ye  are  of."  He 
lived  to  become  like-minded  with  his  gentle  Master. 
Think  what  it  was  to  be  called,  above  all  others,  "the 
disciple  whom  Jesus  loved,"  to  lie  on  His  breast  at  the 
Last  Supper,  drawing  in  the  Divine  breath  of  a  Saviour's 
love !  then  how  could  he  fail  to  become  the  most  loving 
spirit  on  earth.  0  that  we  did  all  study  to  be  like 
him,  and  take  the  Grolden  Eule  of  the  Gospel  for  our 
guide !  then  would  the  earth  blossom  with  flowers  of 
peace,  and  joy,  and  mutual  confidence ;  for  Love  creates 
its  own  beatitudes. 

'drd  POINT.  St.  Peter.— The  moment  Peter  arrived 
at  the  Sepulchre  he  ^tered  in :  he  was  naturally  bold, 
fervid,  and  impetuous,  fit  to  be  a  chief  in  any  great  and 
good  cause  worthy  of  his  devoted  zeal.  He  was  chosen 
to  be  the  leader  of  the  little  band  that  was  to  go 
forth  into  an  tmbelieving  and  contentious  world,  and 
bring  it  into  subjection  to  the  law  of  Christ.  He  also 
had  imbibed  the  spirit  of  his  Master's  lessons ;  for  like 
converted  Paul,  his  future  friend  and  ally,  he  had  learnt 
patience  in  alfliction,  in  watchings,  in  fastings,  in 
prayer, — and  died  a  Martyr.  Peter  had  taken  to  him- 
self the  whole  spiritual  armour  of  God,  that  he  niight 
be  able  to  stand  in  the  evil  day, — even  to  the  death. 
All  who  would  \ak6  -vji^  \3si^  Ortotaa  and  follow  Christ 
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must  do  the  like.  Let  them  have  their  loins  girt  about 
with  truth,  take  the  breastplate  of  righteousness,  the 
shield  of  faith,  "  the  helmet  of  salvation,  and  the  sword 
oi  the  Spirit,  which  is  the  word  of  God:  praying 
always  with  all  prayer  and  supplication  in  the  spirit" 
(Eph.  vi.  14-18). 

©raua:. 

O  Holy  Spirit,  one  with  the  Almighty  Father,  and 
the  Well-beloved  Son,  I  am  not  worthy  to  bow  before 
Thee,  by  reason  of  my  many  infirmities,  and  my  love  of 
the  world.  But  do  Thou  in  mercy,  hear  my  prayer : 
shine  on  my  soid  with  new  light;  by  thy  gracious 
Presence  kindle  me  to  new  thoughts  and  aspirations; 
enlarge  my  narrow  capacities  to  understand  Thy  re- 
yealed  Word,  and  grant  me  fresh  ardours  to  love  that 
which  Thou  dost  command,  and  desire  that  which  Thou 
dost  promise.  Above  all,  strengthen  my  fedth  in  the 
Bisen  Saviour  of  sinners,  that,  humbly  following  the 
steps  of  His  holy  Apostles,  I  may  learn  the  joy  of  a  holy 
obeidience,  and  the  happiness  of  Thy  peace,  which  the 
world  cannot  give.  All  praise  and  adoration  be  unto 
Thee.    Amen, 


For  Thursday  of  Easter  Week, 

The  Besubbbction. 

Ist  FOINZ  The  darkness  of  the  world  before 
Christ  came. — To  estimate  the  Glory  of  our  most 
blessed  Lord's  Besurrection,  consider  what  would  now 
be  the  religious  state  of  man,  had  He  not  broken  the 
bcmds  of  corruption  in  rising  from  the  dead.  Without 
that  highest  testimony  that  His  Word  was  Truth,  our 
hopes  had  been  buried  in  the  Tomb  of  Calvary ;  our 
pTOiudung  and  our  faith  had  been  vain.     'B^iox^.1^<b 
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appeared  on  the  earth  all  nations  were  heaiiien  GentileB: 
the  world  was  a  moral  chaos.  Even  to  the  Jews  d 
that  age  there  remained  but  a  &int  glimmering  of 
Diyine  revelations;  th^  were  enveloped  in  an  obstmafe 
mist  of  their  own  &lse  traditions;  they  had  become 
corrupt  and  abominable.  The  oi)ening  chapter  of  Si 
Paul's  Epistle  to  the  Bomans  represents  that  highly 
'  civilized  people^  in  the  time  of  our  Lord,  as  filled  witli 
all  unrighteousness,  fornication,  and  wickedness,— 
given  over  to  a  reprobate  mind.  Turn  the  eye  for  a 
moment  to  the  dusky  millions  of  Africa  at  this  present, 
or  the  more  polished,  but  scarcely  less  degeneiate 
Asiatic  and  Chinese  peoples,  stiU  unenlightened  by  the 
Gospel.  It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that,  untQ  Jesos 
came,  "  darkness  was  upon  the  &ce  of  the  deep."  Bat 
thanks  be  to  our  Heavenly  Father,  the  Spirit  of  God 
moved  upon  the  waters  at  Jordan :  on  Easter  moming 
"  Grod  said,  *  Let  there  be  light,'  and  there  was  light;" 
Christ,  the  "  Light  of  the  World,"  rose  from  the  Tomb. 
The  Lord  is  risen  indeed,  AUeluia. 

2nd  POINT,     The  unbeHef  of  the  Apostles.-We 
cannot  wonder  if  the  poor  fishermen  of  Gralilee,  who 
beheld  their  Master  hanging  on  the  Cross,  shoidd  doubt 
the  miracle  of  ffis  Eesurrection  till  they  had  the  otI- 
dence  of  His  Risen  Body;  and  rather  leaned  to  the 
story  of  Mary  Magdalene,  "  They  have  taken  away  My 
Lord  out  of  the  Sepulchre."    That  His  departed  soul 
^  had  come  back  from  the  world  of  spirits  to  the  Tomb, 
passed  through  the  sealed  door,  reanimated  the  Body, 
shaken  off  the  shroud  and  napkin,  that  He  had  come 
forth  in  the  presence  of  angels,  was  beyond  their  feith 
to  beHeve :  "  for  as  yet  they  knew  not  the  ScriptureB, 
that  He  must  rise  again."    St.  John  "saw  and  be- 
lieved," as  he  looked  into  the  empty  tomb,  and  saw  the 
linen  clothes  laid  in  order.    As  he  and  St.  Peter  re- 
turned from  the  tomb,  they  mused  on  the  amazing 
mystery  now  opening  before  their  astonished  minds. 
As  the  day  ayiva3icfe^,\5aa  Ti^s^^^w^^^^xftad  abroad:    J; 
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hen  the  garden  would  be  no  safe  place  for  disciples 
>f  Jestis;  they  might  be  made  responsible  for  the  dis- 
tppearanceof  their  ^Master. 

Srd  POINT.  We  Have  a  better  testimony.— Take 
comfort  firom  the  frequent  acknowledgment  of  weak- 
aess,  recorded  of  themselves  by  the  Evangelists.  How 
tx>ld  in  truth,  how  humble  i^,  confession!  So  let  us 
36  candid,  acknowledge  our  faults,  bear  the  re- 
proach, and  amend.  Well  may  we  lament  that,  having 
}een  brought  out  of  darkness  into  marvellous  light,  we 
ire  yet  so  loth  to  believe  and  obey  our  Kisen  Saviour. 
Che  Apostles,  who  were  encumbered  with  all  the  infir- 
uities  of  our  common  Humanity,  had  not  yet  received 
Jiat  breath  of  blessing  from  His  glorified  lips,  "  Peace 
)e  unto  you ;"  nor  witnessed  His  Ascension  into  Heaven ; 
Lor  been  anointed  by  the  Holy  Ghost  in  cloven  tongues 
•f  fire.  But  we  have  the  written  Gospel;  and  the 
eaching  of  His  Church,  and  the  promise  of  Grod's  free 
race  to  strengthen  the  feeble  in  flEdth.  To  you  that 
re  of  a  humble  fearful  heart  He  says,  "Be  strohg, 
3ar  not"  (Isai.  xxxv,  4).  Believe  and  pray, — pray, 
nd  again  pray  for  His  Spirit  to  abide  with  you :  though 
our  eyes  be  blind,  yet  shall  they  be  opened,  though 
our  ears  be  deaf,  tiiey  shall  be  unstopped,  though 
our  tongue  be  dumb,  you  shall  sing. 

Eraser. 
O  God,  the  Holy  Ghost,  One  with  the  Eternal  Father, 
ad  the  ever  Blessed  Son,  all  thanksgiving  and  glory 
8  -onto  Thee  for  Thy  gift  of  the  inspired  Gospel. 
pen  Thou  the  eyes  of  all  people  to  believe  in  the 
lorious  Besurrection  of  our  Lord.  Liffc  up  all  hearts 
om  the  grave  of  corruption,  that,  being  purified  by 
Jxj  celestial  fire,  Thou  mayest  abide  within  them,  eten 
I  the  merciful  Saviour  did  promise,  and  teach  them  to 
rre  Him,  Who  now  reigneth  with  Thee  in  the  Glory 
iiich  He  had  with  the  Father  before  the  wotld  ^«&« 
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For  Friday  of  Easter  Week, 

Maby  Magdalene. 

Ist  POINT.  She  rekims  to  the  Sepulchre.— When 
love  of  God  has  possession  oi  the  heart,  all  its  new- 
born affections  are  bound  to  the  interests  of  Heayen. 
The  natural  temi)erament,  inherent  weakness,  the  world 
around,  will  be  ever  straining  to  unloose  the  ties:  but 
the  gracious  Spirit  retains  His  hold,  hallows,  and 
strengthens  them,  and  guides  the  heart  to  Jesus,— liie 
centre  of  its  hopes.  So  it  was  with  Mary  Magdalene, 
the  loving  penitent.  Gould  she  remain  in  the  house 
when  Peter  and  John  had  hurried  to  the  Sepulchre  in 
search  of  the  lost  Body  of  their  Lord, — the  treasure  of 
her  soul  ?  What  if  it  should  be  found  ?  What  if  she 
had  no  hand  in  bearing  it  to  another  and  a  safer  grave, 
anointing  it  with  spices,  and  bathing  those  wounded 
feet  with  tears,  as  she  did  when  they  were  living? 
She  rose  up  hastily,  and  followed  them.  She  went  out 
like  the  other  Mary  of  Bethany,  the  sister  of  Lazarus, 
of  whom  it  was  said,  "  She  goeth  to  the  grave  to 
weep." 

2nd  POINT,  Peter  and  John  having  left  the 
Sepulchre,  she  remains. — The  two  disciples,  wondering 
at  what  was  come  to  pass,  "returned  to  their  own 
home."  But  "Mary  stood  without  at  the  Sepulchre 
weeping."  She  forgot  the  danger;  was  regardless (rf 
herself;  her  only  idea  was  that  the  grave  had  been 
despoiled  of  her  Lord's  Body :  and  this  redoubled  her 
grief.  She  wept  on  her  first  visit,  because  He  was  dead; 
now  because  He  was  taken  away,  and  some  dishonour 
might  be  done  to  Him :  thus  grief  was  added  to  griet 
She  lamented  to  think  that  those  closed  eyes  would 
never  beam  again  -oi^oTi'tet  nt^  ^^TCiJ^ojaaion :  no  more 
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that  voice,  which  said,  "  Thy  sins  he  forgiven  thee," 
would  speak  to  her ;  nor  those  cold  limhs  he  emhalmed 
with  the  spices,  which  now  were  useless. 

3rrf  POINT.  She  heholds  two  angels.— Thus  she 
grieved  hefore  the  door  of  the  Sepulchre.  Neverthe- 
less she  would  make  anbther  search,  even  where  she 
had  searched  hefore,  hoping  against  hope,— even  as  we 
are  wont  to  do  in  seeking  after  a  lost  treasure.  Stoop- 
ing, therefore,  down,  and  looking  into  the  Sepulchre, 
she  saw  the  ''  two  angels  sitting,  one  at  the  head,  the 
other  at  the  feet,  where  the  Body  of  Jesus  had  lain." 
"Woman  [they  said  to  her],  why  weepest  thou?  .  .  . 
Because  they  have  taken  away  my  Lord,  and  I  know 
not  where  they  have  laid  Him.**  She  says  "wy" 
Lord,— as  if  no  one  could  love  Him  as  tenderly  as  her- 
self. Blessed  was  Magdalene  in  that  she  thus  loved; 
still  more  that  her  imperfect  love  was  answered  by 
love  Divine.  No  less  might  we  be  blessed,  if  we  loved 
like  her ;  and  this  we  should  do,  if  we  wept  in  sorrow 
for  our  sins  as  she  wept  for  hers,  and  obtained  pardon 
and  peace,  desired  His  love,  and  prayed  for  it.  Mary 
was  richly  rewarded.  As  Christ  was,  and  is,*and  ever 
will  be,  tide  Saviour  of  sinners.  He  deigned  in  His 
inscrutable  wisdom  to  appear  first  to  a  penitent  Mag- 
dalene. Yet  there  was  one  on  earth,  dearer  to  Him  be- 
jQifLdi  all  other,  who  lamented  His  Death  with  a  parental 
agcmy  deeper  than  hers,  one  who  had  never  sinned, — 
the  most  ''blessed  among  women," — His  own  Virgin 
toother. 

And  fear  not,  my  heart,  that  Jesus  has  no  love  left 
fat  you.  Those  arms,  once  outstretched  upon  the 
Cross,  are  wide  enough  to  embrace  a  world  of  sinners. 
We^  and  repent  as  Magdalene  did,  search  affcer  Him, 
long  for  His  presence  and  His  love,  as  she  did ; — and 
poray  to  Him :  then  may  you  take  to  yourself  His  own 
most  comfortable  assurance,  ''  If  a  man  love  Me,  he 
inll  keep  My  words :  and  My  Father  &hsA\.  Vy?^  \£aa^ 
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and  Wb  will  oome  unto  him,  and  xnake  our  abode  vifli 
him  "  (John  xiv.  23).    Amen, 

0  mighty  Sayionr,  wonderful  was  Thy  love  in  dying 
for  sinners.  We  grieye,  and  confess  that  we  haye  all 
gone  astray,  fc^owing  affcer  onr  own  yain  desires,  and 
impure  affections :  we  haye  preferred  the  world  to  Thee 
our  blessed  Eedeemer ;  and  shrunk  from  Thy  Gross.  Bat 
do  Thou  mercifully  bear  with  us,  and  teach  us  to  seek 
after  Thee,  and  loye  Thee, — eyen  as  Mary  Magdalene 
did.  0  remember  Thy  own  gracious  promises  that 
Thou  wilt  abide  in  the  Spirit  with  those  who  belieye  in 
Thy  Name,  and  are  conyerted  to  newness  of  life.  Hence- 
forth we  desire  to  seek  Thee  where  Thou  art  sure  to 
be  found, — in  Thy  Ghufch,  before  Thy  holy  altar,  in  the 
Communion  of  Thy  most  sacred  Body  and  Blood.  All 
loye  and  glory  be  to  Thee.    Amen, 


For  Saturday  of  Easter  Week, 


Maby  Magdalenb — continued. 

1st  POINT,  Jesus  draws  near  unperceiyed.— 
Whilst  Mary  tells  the  angels  of  her  loss,  lo,  JesuB 
stands  behind !  No  sound  of  footfall  giyes  warning  of 
His  presence;  but  He  is  there;  as  now  unseen, un- 
heard, when  we  think  Him  far  away.  He  comes  to  all 
who  long  to  giye  Him  welcome, — especially  when  in 
sorrow.  Flow,  then,  my  tears  for  sin,  that  He  may  wipe 
them  tenderly  from  my  cheek,  and  bid  me  "Weq) 
not."  That  shall  make  me  weep  the  more, — not  from 
grief,  but  joy,  because  then  I  know  He  loyes  me.  He 
hath  said  by  ^<&  -^oiva^  ol  ^Ka  prophet,  "  Sorrow  and 
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mouming  shall  flee  away.  1,  even  I,  am  He  that  com- 
forteth  you"  (Isai.  li.  11-12).  And  I  have  learnt  by 
long  experience  that  His  words  are  true. 

2nd  POINT.  "Why  weepest  thon?*--Mary  was 
unconscious  that  any  other  than  the  angels  was  present ; 
but  turning  herself  round,  she  beheld  Jesus  standing 
behind !  She  knew  Him  not  His  Glorified  Body  had 
taken  no  other  form :  there  were  the  wounds  on  the 
feet  and  hands,  but  unknown ;  for  her  eyes  were  holden, 
— not  to  recognize  her  Lord  and  Master :  she  thought 
it  was  the  keei)er  of  that  garden  of  sorrows.  And  He 
said  to  her  in  an  unaccustomed  voice,  "  Wcnnan,  why 
weepest  thou?  whom  seekest  thou?"  Something 
soothing  there  always  is  in  that  question,  "Why 
weepest  thou?"  for  it  denotes  some  touch  of  pity. 
The  busy  selfish  world  hurries  past  the  mourners,  sit- 
ting disconsolate ;  and  cares  not  to  ask  the  cause.  But 
Qod  hears  every  sound  of  grief.  The  sorrowful  sighing 
of  the  afflicted  comes  up  before  His  throne.  He  knows 
beforehand  if  it  is  a  godly  sorrow,  and  giveth  comfort^ 
as  Jesus  did  the  cause  of  Mary's  tears,  and  by  one 
word  He  cahned  the  passion  of  her  grief.  How  strange 
it  is,  that  man,  having  the  presence  of  a  Heavenly 
Father,  as  sure  as  the  atmosphere  he  breathes>  will  not 
realize  the  joy !  Did  he  love  and  believe,  he  would  be 
at  peace,  though  he  were  sadly  bereft:  did  he  pray, 
light  would  shine  upon  the  darkest  hour ;  and  the  bitter- 
ness of  woe  be  turned  to  the  sweetness  of  submission. 

Brd  POINT,  Mary's  answer. — ^Imagine  the  scene  of 
that  moment  before  the  Sepulchre, — the  weeping  Mag- 
dalene, surprised  at  the  appearance  of  the  Stranger, 
and  the  two  angels  in  shining  garments  beholding  with 
reverence  their  more  glorious  Lord,  to  Whom  in  His 
Eternal  Presence  on  the  Great  White  Throne  they  were 
accustomed  to  sing  their  anthems  of  praise,— now  look- 
ing on  the  woman  with  benignity  surpassing  all  human 
teoiderness.    Magdalene,  not  knowmg  the  \o\ce,  oxlq/^ 
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80  &miliar  to  her  ear,  and  sapposmg  thai  Jesus  im 
the  gardener,  gave  no  direct  reply  to  the  qnestion, 
''  Why  weepest  thou  T  But  thinking  that  he  had  taken 
away  the  Bddy,  and  therefore  knew  the  cause  of  her 
tears,  she  at  once  appealed  to  His  compassion.  If  for 
any  reason  that  she  could  not  divine  He  had  removed 
her  beloved  Lord, — ^weak  and  lone  woman  as  she  was, 
she  would  carry  Him  elsewhere :  "  Sir,  if  thou  haie 
borne  Him  hence,  tell  me  where  thou  hast  laid  Him, 
and  I  will  take  Him  away." 

9rs9nr« 

0  Lord  God,  Who  hearest  the  prayers  of  Thy  people, 
I  beseech  Thee,  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  my  Saviour, 
to  grant  me  the  comfort  of  Thy  Spirit,  that  in  all 
times  of  sorrow  I  may  turn  to  Thee,  the  Fountain  of 
mercy,  and  of  that  peace  which  the  world  cannot  give. 
Thou  art  present  everywhere,  and  readest  my  mosl 
secret  thoughts.  0  shin6  upon  the  darkness  of  my 
understanding  with  one  beam  of  Thy  celestial  grace, 
that  I  may  be  enlightened  to  the  mysteries  of  the  Death 
and  Kesurrection  of  my  Kedeemer.  0  kindle  my  soul 
to  fresh  ardours  of  love  for  His  Love,  and  for  Thy  Lotc, 
0  Heavenly  Father,  Who  didst  consent  to  yield  Him 
up  to  the  agonies  of  the  Cross  for  the  sake  of  sinners. 
Unto  Thee  be  all  honour,  praise,  and  thanksgiving  for 
ever.    Amen, 


\ 
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For  Sunday  cf  the  First  Week  after  Easter, 


Maby  Magdalene — continued, 

1st  POINT,  "JesTis  saith  unto  her,  'Mary.'"— 
EJvery  word  of  Magdalene  is  fraught  witi  love.  The 
Saviour's  compassion  was  moved  by  the  depth  of  her 
feelings :  He  withdraws  the  invisible  cloud  that  mantled 
Bim  from  her  knowledge,  speaks  but  one  word  in  His 
>wn  subdued  voice,  and  behold,  He  stands  revealed! 
*  He  saith  unto  her, '  Mary.' "  How  pleafiimt  our  o#n 
name  sounds  to  the  ear,  if  uttered  in  a  voice  we  love ! 
[n  the  midst  of  danger  or  distress,  oi  bereavement^ 
vhen  the  heart  mourns  hopelessly,  that  sound  flashes 
vith  confidence.  Hark !  his  voice  speaks — then  corn- 
bit  at  least,  if  not  help,  is  at  hand.  So  especially  it  is, 
rhen  by  the  Holy  Spirit  we  hear  the  Good  Shepherd, 
PHio  '*  calleth  His  own  sheep  by  name ;  for  they  know 
lis  voice"  (John  x.  3-4).  He  singles  out  each  loving 
iieep  of  His  flock,  especially  if  we  are  weak  and 
Kxrrowing,  makes  £Qmself  known  in  that  "  still  small 
^oice,"  which  whispers  comfort,  and  bids  us  "weep 
fcot."  It  is  sweeter  than  an  angel's  voice ;  and  though 
\  hear  it  not  by  the  ear,  it  touches  a  chord  within^ 
rhich  gives  a  sure  echo.  0  Heavenly  Shepherd, 
hough,  alas !  I  have  followed  the  voice  of  strangers, 
et  henceforwai^i  I  will  know  no  other  voice  but  Thine, 
nd  follow  whithersoever  Thou  leadest. 

2nd^  P  01  NT.  "  Eabboni,  Master."— Tl;at  one  thrill- 
Qg  word,  calling  her  by  name  in  the  accustomed  voice> 
tartled  Magdalene  into  instant  conviction.  It  is  her 
iord !  She  exclaims, — ^not  in  terror,  as  Saul,  the  uncon- 
'erted  persecutor,  on  the  way  to  DamaBCua, "  ^\io  ^i^^ 


482  The  Devout  CkrMan's  Help 

Thon,  Lord  ?"  but  in  a  sudden  ecstacy,  as  the  loying 
disciple,  "Rabboni, — Master."  When  the  angel  ap- 
peared to  Joshua  by  Jericho,  there  was  a  drawn  sword 
in  his  hand,  a  sign  that  the  wicked  city  was  to  he  de- 
stroyed :  how  different  from  that  pierced  hand  of  the 
loving  Jesus,  Who  bringeth  peace !  Blessed  was  Mary 
Magdalene,  the  first  to  whom  the  Bisen  Saviour  made 
Himself  known :  though  sorrowful  her  former  life,  how 
enviable  her  present  devotion  to  the  Saviour!  how 
enviable  His  love  to  her !  Penitent  and  forgiven,  healed 
of  seven  evil  spirits  and  infirmities  (Luke  viii  2),  she 
loved  sevenfold,  and  now  was  sevenfold  rewarded. 

3rd  POINT.  The  Conversion  of  sinneis.— The 
earliest  preachings  of  St.  John  the  Baptist,  and  of  omr 
Lord,  were,  ''  Bepent,  for  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  is 
at  hand;"  and  now,  the  Kingdom  being  come,  thiB 
penitent  woman  is  made  the  first-fruits  of  acceptanoe 
on  earth  at  Christ's  Besurrection,  even  as  the  Penitent 
Thief,  before  His  Death,  was  the  first  accepted  into 
Paradise  on  the  Cross.  This  casts  a  bright  light  on 
the  history  of  the  Christian  Church  from  the  beginning. 
The  Son  of  God  descended  from  His  throne  to  saw 
sinners, — to  make  them  saints,  and  fit  them  for  heaven. 
He  loves  to  convert  His  enemies  to  friends ;  to  change 
their  hatred  of  virtue  to  the  love  of  Hiinself,— the 
perfect  pattern  of  all  holiness ;  to  enlighten  the  bh'ndnesB 
of  their  hearts  with  the  eye  of  fedth ;  to  exchange  the 
sorrows  of  sin  to  crown  them  with  the  joy  of  righteoua- 
ness.  Thus  in  all  ages  from  the  Day  of  Pentecost  the 
Holy  Spirit  has  turned  some  of  the  most  heinous  of- 
fenders into  the  most  glorious  saints  and  martyrs,— as 
witness  St.  Paul,  who  consented  to  the  death  of  St 
Stephen,  and  afterwards  thought  himself  not  worthy  to 
be  called  an  Apostle,  because  he  persecuted  the  (Jhurch 
of  God  (1  Cor.  XV.  9).  "What  shall  we  say  then? 
Shall  we  continue  in  sin,  that  grace  may  abound  ?  God 
forbid"  (Ejom.  >i\.  V).     "Ralbat  we  will  repent,  and 
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pray  incessantly  for  grace  and  strength,  that 
s  may  set  forth  the  mercies  of  a, Risen  Savionr : 
our  hearts  having  been  disobedient,  we  shall  be 
to  the  wisdom  of  the  jnst,  from  darkness  to 
id  from  the  power  of  Satan  to  God. 

>rd  my  Sayiour,  I  draw  near  amidst  the  most 
ly  of  sinners  to  seek  Thee,  Bisen  from  the 
to  give  Thee  Glory  for  my  Redemption,  and 
Thy  sufferings  on  my  behalf.  Be  gracious  and 
1 ;  grant  me  pardcm  and  peace ; — ^teach  me  to 
in  Thee,  our  Good  Shepherd,  Who  gayest  Thy 
3  Life  for  the  sheep.  0  call  me  by  name,  as  one 
Qock,  and  make  Thyself  known  to  me,  as  ThotI 
»  Mary  Magdalene; — ^be  Thou  my  Master  and 
J  Thou  wert  hers.  By  the  power  of  Thy  Spirit 
e  from  wandering  agaiQ  in  the  paths  of  sin. 

living  in  the  world,  let  me  not  prefer  its 
to  Thy  love ;  but  enable  me  to  set  forth  before 

the  gloiy  of  Thy  great  Name  in  humility  and 
»,  denying  my  own  natural  temper,  and  follow- 
r  example,  the  pattern  of  all  perfections.  If  1 
fended  any,  as  I  fear  I  have,  by  pride,  unkind- 
vere  judgments,  and  harsh  words,  forgetting 
1  frailties,  I  know  that  all  these  are  serious 
in  Thy  sight.  I  steadfEustly  resolve  to  amend: 
grace  assisting  me,  I  will  be  lenient  in  judging 
-severe  only  to  myself,  thus  obeying  Thy  word, 
not ;  that  ye  be  not  judged."    Amen. 
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&econti  9^etittdtCon. 

For  Monday  of  the  First  Week  after  Easter, 

"Touch  Mb  not." 

Is*  POINT.  The  mysterious  words  of  the  Bisen 
Sayiour. — The  sayings  of  our  most  blessed  Lord  are 
more  precious  than  gold  or  silver.  Deeper  and  hi^er 
they  are  than  the  earthly  mind  of  man  can  reach,  for 
they  speak  of  things  in  Heayen.  We  strain  after 
their  meaning,  when  perhaps  He  reserves  them  in  the 
casket  of  His  mysteries,  not  to  be  opened  till  the  day 
of  the  general  Eesnrrection.  Of  all  the  powers  in. 
Heaven,  or  in  earth,  or  under  the  earth,  there  vas 
found  none  worthy  to  open  the  Book  sealed  with 
seven  seals,  but  the  Lamb  that  had  been  slain  (Ebt. 
V.  1-9).  When  therefore  He  speaks  obscurely,  it  is 
better  to  lay  up  the  Divine  words  in  our  hearts,  ponder, 
and  pray,  than  rashly  to  interpret  All  Christ's  sayings 
and  acts,  after  His  Kesurrection,  are  especially  mys- 
terious,— reaching  forth  into  the  Infinite.  Of  this 
nature  were  the  first  words  He  uttered  when  to  Mary 
Magdalene  He  made  Himself  known,  "  Touch  Me  not" 

2nd  POINT,  Magdalene's  mistaken  zeal.— In  the 
ardour  of  the  moment  at  seeing  her  Lord,  and  uncon- 
scious of  the  change  that  had  come  ux)on  His  Bisen 
Body,  she  threw  herself  before  Him,  to  embrace  His 
feet.  She  knew  only  that  Jesus  was  restored  to  her; 
she  might  then  minister  to  Him,  as  she  had  done  be- 
fore; Her  Lord  was  dead,  but  behold,  he  is  alive 
again;  He  was  dead,  but  lo,  He  is  found!  These 
strong  emotions  of  ardent  zeal,  however  holy  and 
reverential,  were  of  the  earth ;  but  Christ  would  have 
her  thoug\i\&  ia\^^  \o  HieaNeu^  whither  He  was  goinft 
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be  for  ever  worshipped  as  the  Son  of  God  by  men 
d  saints  below, — by  saints  and  aiigels  above.  The 
>ne  that  was  rolled  to  the  door,  to  keep  Him  in  the 
ive,  was  but  the  stepping-stone  to  His  throne, 
ortly  before,  she  had  disbelieved  the  truth  .'of  His 
surrection,  though  affirmed  by  angels:  now  she 
>Tight  to  satisfy  herself  by  one  touch  of  Himself: 
t  this  was  not  consistent  with  the  Divine  mind ;  her 
th  must  rise  higher  than  the  earth,  if  she  would 
ibrace  heavenly  realities.  It  is  not  by  a  carnal  touch 
the  Lord's  Body  that  the  soul  is  illumined, — rather 
)  spirit  is  refreshed  by  beholding  Him,  with  the  eye 
fiuth,  seated  on  His  throne.  "  It  is  the  spirit  that 
ickeneth ;  the  flesh  profiteth  nothing"  (John  vi.  63). 

Jrrf  POINT,  " Touch  Me  not/'—During  the  Forty 
ys  of  our  Lord's  abiding  on  earth  after  His  Besurrec- 
Ei^  He  remained  aparfc  from  His  disciples  in  myste- 
os  seclusion,  appearing  only  now  and  then,  that 
dr  minds  might  be  withdrawn  from  their  attachment 
iTiR  mere  earthly  aspect  and  attributes.  Even  after 
jy  believed  that  He  "  was  risen  indeed,"  not  one  of 
xm — ^to  the  moment  of  His  Ascension — ^understood 
3  real  nature :  they  thought  only  that  He  was  the 
ssias  of  the  Jews,  come  to  re-establish  the  throne  of 
vid.  As  He  led  them  out  to  Bethany,  intending 
be  taken  up  to  Heaven,  whiqh  they  so  little  ex- 
ited, they  asked  Him,  ''Lord,  wilt  Thou  at  this 
le  restore  the  Kingdom  of  Israel  ?"  (Acts  i.  6) ;  and  ' 
answered,  "  It  is  not  for  you  to  know  the  times  and 
sons."  If  such  was  their  state  of  mind,  that  of 
ry  Magdalene  was  not  more  advanced.  Jesus  read 
her  thoughts.  When  therefore  she  threw  herself  at 
i'feet.  He  restrained  her, "  Touch  me  not ;  for  I  am 
;  yet  ascended  to  My  Father."  These  words  conveyed 
tier  a  promise  richer  far  than  all  in  this  world, — could 
)  have  measured  their  depth.  He  meant  to  say, 
ben  I  am  ascended  up  on  high  thou  &hal\.  ^xvn 
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near  with  all  thy  infirmities,  and  be  no  more  forbidden 
to  touch  Me.  And  yet  a  higher  privilege  than  to  touch, 
— thou  shalt  possess  me  entirely;  for  I  will  take  up 
My  abode  in  thy  inmost  soul,  as  in  that  of  every 
penitent  loving  sinner,  to  be  their  oonfidence,  their 
comfort,  and  their  everlasting  rest  On  their  behalf  I 
died;  for  their  justification  I  have  risen;  and  '^lasr 
cend  to  My  Eather,"  that  He  may  be  more  than  ever 
your  Father  in  the  realms  of  light  There  I  will  i»e- 
pare  a  place  for  you,  and  present  you  before  Him  as 
My  own  redeemed,  to  live  with  me  for  ever. 

.0  blessed  Bedeemer,  give  me  leave  to  contemplate 
the  Glory  of  Thy  Eisen  Body,  whereby  sinners  aw 
assured  that  Thou  livest,  and  reign^,  with  tiie 
Heavenly  Father,  to  fulfil  Thy  merciftd  promises  of 
pardon  to  sinners.  Above  all  things  on  the  ear&  I 
humbly  desire  that  Thou  wouldest  graciously  take 
possession  of  my  heart,  and  never  leave  me,  unworthy 
though  T  am.  There  would  I  enthrone  Thee,  and  on 
the  lowest  step  touch  Thee  by  faith.  Vouchsafe  to 
increase  my  faith,  and  my  love,  then  will  all  my  affeo- 
tions  be  purified,  and  I  will  offer  them  to  Thee,  as  a 
sacrifice  of  grateful  adoration  and  praise.  This  I  cao- 
not  do  of  my  own  power ;  all  is  Thy  free  gift  I  s^ 
for  peace ;  and  there  is  no  peace  but  in  Thee.  I  look 
round  for  some  one,  who  can  enter  into  all  my  desiieSi 
feel  for  my  infirmities,  pity  my  failings,  sympathize 
with  my  sorrows,  and  teach  me  to  be  happy.  But 
Thou  only  art  sufficient :  Thou  only  art  mercy,  tende^ 
ness,  and  love.  Come,  Lord  Jesus,  and  make  me 
Thine,  that  I  may  find  all  my  joy  in  Thee.    Amen, 
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For  Tuesday  qf  the  Fimt  Week  after  Easter. 

Thb  Bbsubbbotiok — continued. 

I  POINT.  "  Go,  teU  My  brethren."— Mary  Mag- 
16  was  well  rewarded  for  remaining  at  the 
Ichre.  Whilst  our  Lord  restrained  the  passionate 
ession  of  her  joy, — "  Touch  Me  not,"  He  gave  her 
lappy  commission,  as  it  were  of  an  apostle  sent  to 
itles,  to  tell  the  news  of  His  Besurrection  to  the 
m  Eleven,  and  declare  His  Ascension.  ''  Go,  tell 
irethren  [He  said],  that  I  ascend  unto  My  Father, 
your  Father;  to  My  God,  and  your  God."  What 
m  for  hymns  of  men  and  angels  do  these  words 
1 !  hymns  of  glorious  and  majestic  triumph  over 
is  enemies,— and  ours;  over  His  persecutors  and 
1,— over  our  foes,  sin,  Satan,  and  hell.    "  I  ascend 

My  Father,  and  your  Father "  with  these  five 
ids, — memorials  for  ever  of  My  meritorious  death, 
your  justification;  of  My  atonement,  and  your 
on;  of  My  intercession,  and  your  acceptance; — 
\ither  by  eternal  generation,  and  co-equal  Deity, — 
Father  by  adoption  and  grace,  reconciled  to  you 
sobedient  children:  and  if  children  of  One  Father, 

are  ye  My  brethren,  co-heirs  of  the  Kingdom  of 
en.    A  more  exalted  union  between  Grod  and  man 

could  not  be  than  Father  and  son;  and  most 
ous  are  the  Saviour's  words  Who  declared  it 

i  POINT.  Jesus  the  Friend  and  Brother  of 
ors. — As  Christ  draws  near  to  His  throne  His  ten- 
ass  and  condescension  shine  out  more  vividly :  on 
Sve  of  His  Death  He  said  to  th^  disciples,  ''  I  call 
not  servants,  but  friends;"  now  they  are  His 
tthren."    The  world  blushes  to  ackiiow\Qd.g<^  \mr 
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mumUs  TnraAi  nd  lelaliTee :  Jeeos  daitoE  i 
H»  ««■,  and  <aU»  than  after  His  Name.  Hi 
I  m  Qie  boor  of  trw} ;  bat 
jsafnakbatcid  tore  by  the  endi 
flf  "IwBlhreB,*  to  express  tbe  bnid  bctn^e 
^ti  than  m  a  ^avenl*  Father^  lore. 

j<i  UR  gJalFMi  Master !  how  con 
~  e^  if  «e  faare  he&rte  t 
pivaege  o<  ba«  calbd  diOdien  of  God,  an 
«f  CbfMll  Thn  let  as  jom  the  ecmpmit 
«te  aaek  Bkn:  besls  dedicated  to  Uis  aer 
^Ok  tfa^  theii  own  Muomer :  they  feel  tli 
of  as  air  &nia  HfaTen,  glow  with  a  new 
pnqrcr,  and  &ilh.  and  tore. 

3nj  PCtXT.  CknBl  oSns  Himself  to  ooi 
w  FtMDd  aid  BtoUmx.— Who  is  worthy  o 
ever  we  ha'se  SjOoTid  Him  with  a  spnrk  i 
and  zeal  of  Peter,  J<^,  and  the  rest,  how 
mimeiits !  how  forai  we  grow  cold,  and  tt 
other  masterbnt  Himself!  not  caring  to  hare 
that  ne  are  His, — csntions  how  we  overstej 
marked  out  by  the  society  we  live  in.  Thi 
the  world  we  so  mnch  coret  have  their  w 
measores  of  besTenly  aspirations;  and  wi 
heart  to  cbooee  a  higher  and  a  better  st&u 
angels  are  itear ;  and  Christ  is  near :  they  w 
ns  into  paths  perfumed  with  odours  of  jo 
heeitata.  He  the  loving  Friend  calls  us  His  " 
He  has  sent  ns  the  message  of  His  Asccnf 
lather,  and  our  lather,  offers  all  the  precio 
the  Comforter,  and  waits  to  come  and  abi< 
Is  not  all  this  enough  to  tempt  yon  to  His  c 
ship  ?  Be  persuaded :  give  Him  your  hear 
wiU  fill  it  vrith  Himself,  and  His  Divine  Spi 
shall  all  your  emptoyments,  in  whatever 
eng94^,  al\  50111  ^^irKai\R,!ia.-^(ixa  T«,tinnal 
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In  His  last  prayer  to  the  Father  on  behalf  of  His 
[pies  He  said, ''  I  pray  not  that  Thou  shonldest  take 
1  out  of  the  world,  but  that  Thou  shouldest  ke^p 
1  from  the  evil  '*  (John  xvii.  15).  Let  your  practical 
be  that  of  a  disciple ;  and  you  shall  have  His  peace : 
)  feel  that  in  the  depths  of  your  inmost  being,  and 
would  not  exchange  it  for  worlds. 

Xiord  Qod,  my  Saviour,  Thou  art  the  desire  of  my 
;  I  bow  before  Thy  throne,  humbled  by  a  sense  of 
unworthiness,  but  encouraged  by  Thy  gracious 
Qises  of  mercy.  0  raise  me  up  to  contemplate  the 
les  of  Thy  Presence  amidst  the  Cherubim  and 
phim,  and  all  the  holy  angels,  singing  HaUelujahs 
"Hhj  praise.  It  is  wonderful  to  think  that  Thou, 
>  reignest  over  the  coimtless  worlds  in  the  heayens, 
t  deign  to  visit  this  earth  in  the  form  of  a  servant, 
ie  upon  a  Gross,  and  rise  again  from  the  dead :  all 
of  Thy  unfathomable  Love  for  sinners,  to  restore 
1  to  tiie  arms  of  Thy  Heavenly  Father,  tiiat  He 
it  be  our  Father,  and  we  be  made  Thy  brethren, 
this  Thy  mercy  and  Divine  condescension  I  adore 
praise  Thee.  0  strengthen  my  weakness;  teach 
)y  Thy  Spirit  to  rise  from  the  grave  of  sin  to  a  life 
ghteousness.  Lead  me  higher  and  higher  in  Thy 
xst  law,  that  I  may  be  blessed  with  the  light  of 
oountenance,  and  love  Thee  supremely.    Amen, 


^K 
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For  Wednesday  of  the  First  Week  after  Easter, 


Thb  Resdbbbotiok — continued. 

\.8t  P  01  NT,  MaryJMagdalene*sjoy. — Mary  having  seen 
her  Lord^  the  Bisen  Messias^  all  grief  was  turned  to  joy, 
her  mourning  heart  to  gladness,  the  spirit  of  heavinesB 
to  songs  of  praise.  Now  she  thought  He  would  sit  on 
the  throne  of  David,  and  put  all  enemies  tinder  His 
footstool.  But,  blessed  be  God,  we  have  a  brighter 
light  Christ  being  raised  from  the  dead,  henceforth 
the  evil  one  has  no  power  against  the  righteous,  "trho 
have  risen  with  Him,  and  seek  the  shadow  of  His 
wings ;  death  has  no  sting  for  those  who  die  in  &ith, 
it  leads  them  to  the  right  hand  of  the  Divine  Physician 
in  glory ;  the  grave  no  victory  over  the  elect  of  the 
Great  Conqueror :  though  they  be  buried  in  the  lowest 
caverns  of  the  earth,  or  fathoms  deep  in  the  sea,  nothing 
can  separate  them  from  the  life-giving  power  of  His 
Resurrection. 

%id  POINT.     "All   hail."— Now  Magdalene  was 
charged  with  a  happy  message  to  the  Apostles,  very 
diflferent  from  her  former  lament,  "They  have  taken 
away  my  Lord."    She  could  tell  them  "  that  she  had 
seen  the  Lord,  and  that  He  had  spoken  these  things 
unto  her."     As  she  was  hastening  away,  she  fell  in 
with  one  of  her  former  companions,  Mary  the  mother 
of  James,  going  about  in  search  of  others  with  the  joy- 
ful news.    Whilst  they  went  together  they  met  Jesus 
coming  towards  them.    Observe,  that  botJi  our  Lord, 
and  Magdalene,  had  just  left  the  Sepulchre ;  yet  Jesus 
comes  across  her  path,  meeting  her  from  an  opposite 
direction,  as  it  were  a  spirit  moving  mysteriously  here 
and  tiieie.    And  ILs  %^<i  \o  \k^m  "  AU  haiL*'    Thus 


: 
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Tiraged,  the  two  Maries  bowed  themselves  reve- 
y  before  Him,  "and  held  Him  by  the  feet,  and 
ihipped  Him."  At  the  Sepulchre  Magdalene  was 
idden,  not  haying  leave,  "Touch  Me  not,"  He 
:  now  being  invited  to  draw  near,  both  women 
)r  an  awful  sense  of  amazement  were  permitted  to 
race  those  pierced  feet, — sure  pledges  that  it  was 
self.  He  knew  their  love,  and  calmed  their  terrors : 
not  afraid;  go  tell  My  brethren  that  they  go  into 
lee,  and  there  shall  they  see  Me."  That  "  All 
"  was  the  Lord's  salute  of  affection,  a  gracious 
ome,  all  *'  hail,"  all "  health  "  to  you :  though  spoken 
le  Mkries,  yet  coming  from  the  lips  of  Him  Who  is 
itself,  our  health  and  peace,  it  lives  for  ever  to 
'ort  us.  The  lowest  sinner,  the  weakest  penitent, 
suing  in  faith  and  love  to  find  Him,  shall  hear  that 
test  welcome  in  the  hour  of  confusion :  Chr:  st  is  the 
I  of  the  timid,  the  strength  of  the  feeble. 

d  POINT.  Joanna,  and  other  women  from 
ee. — Another  party  of  women  came  to  the  Sepul- 
soon  after  Mary  had  left;,  with  the  same  feelings  of 
>wing  love,  the  same  intention  of  anointing  their 
I's  Body.  Among  these  were  some  which  had  accom- 
3d  Him  from  Galilee,  and  at  the  Burial  followed 
Joseph  of  Arimathea,  "and  beheld  the  Sepul- 
,  and  how  the  Body  was  laid ;  and  returned  [into 
sity],  and  prepared  spices  and  ointments."  Among 
)  was  Joanna,  supposed  to  have  been  the  wife  of 
lobleman  of  Capernaum,  whose  sick  child  our  Lord 
healed  by  a  word  spoken  from  Cana.  She  came 
ly  the  last  tribute  of  gratitude  at  the  Tomb  of  her 
factor.  All  these  women  entered  in,  and  found 
ihe  Body  of  the  Lord  Jesus :  and  whilst  they  were 
fai  perplexed,  they  saw  the  two  angels,  and  bowed 
1  their  faces  to  the  earth.  And  the  angels  said, 
ly  seek  ye  the  living  among  the  dead  ?  He  is  not 
.  but  is  risen :  remember  how  He  spake  \ni\ft  ^o\3l 
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when  He  was  in  Gkdilee,  sayings '  The  Son  of  Man  mttst 
be  deliveied  into  the  hands  of  sinful  men,  and  be 
crucified,  and  the  third  day  rise  again.  And  they 
remembered  His  words,  and  retnmed  from  the  Sepul- 
chre, and  told  these  things  nnto  the  Eleyen,  and  to  all 
the  rest.  And  their  words  seemekl  to  them  as  idle 
tales,  and  they  believed  them  not."  Alas  for  the  in- 
firmity of  hnman  natore !  how  slow  to  believe  BiTine 
truths,  and  all  the  gracious  promises  of  the  Grospel  (A 
Jesus  Christ;  how  ready  to  trust  all  that  a  vain  deceii* 
fal  world  affirms!  We  refuse  to  take  of  the  sweet 
refreshing  fountains  of  living  streams  from  the  Book  of 
Ages,  but  we  thirst  for  the  slimy  waters  of  Imdoen 
cisterns! 

0  Alm^hty  God,  Who  hast  revealed  unto  us  the 
mysteries  of  Thy  Fatherly  Love  in  the  Death  and 
Resurrection  of  Thy  dear  Son,  we  humbly  praise  and 
glorify  Thee.  0  grant  us  by  the  Holy  Spirit  the  gift  of 
faith,  to  believe  in  Him  Who  is  the  hope  of  our  joyfol 
Eesurrection  to  eternal  life.  May  it  please  Thee  to 
take  possession  of  our  hearts,  that  we  rising -from  the 
grave  of  sin  to  the  glorious  light  of  Hk  Grospel,  may  be 
accepted  before  Thee.  If  Thou  shine  upon  us,  all  is 
joy  and  happiness,  strength,  comfort,  life,  and  peace. 
Unto  Thee,  with  Christ  our  Eisen  Lord,  and  the  Eternal 
Spirit,  One  God,  be  ascribed  all  Honour,  Majesty,  and 
Dominion  for  ever  and  ever.    Amen. 
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For  Thursday  <f  the  First  Week  after  Easier, 


Holy  Sobiftdbe. 

1««  POINT.  Be  humble  in  the  study.— Eye  hath 
not  seen  the  glories^  nor  ear  heard  the  counsels^  nor  has 
it  entered  into  the  heart  of  man  to  conceive  the  pur- 
poses of  the  Eternal  beyond  His  Written  Word.  He 
gradously  shines  more  and  more  upon  us,  as  we  rise 
nearer  and  nearer  to  Him  in  a  devout  and  loving  spirit  of 
prayer.  Thus  He  expands  the  imagination,  strengthens 
the  weak  intellect,  re&eshes  the  soul  wearied  with 
reasonings,  enlightens  the  eye  of  faith,  purifies  all  our 
motives,  indOames  our  love  to  &esh  ardours.  But  before 
aU  this  we  must  humble  ourselves,  empty  ourselves  of 
omselves,  that  there  may  be  room  for  His  giffcs  to 
enter,  and  abide.  Let  the  pride  of  intellect  come  be- 
tween God  and  man;  let  the  logic  of  the  schools,  or 
Uieology  of  churches,  or  the  dogmas  of  learning,  dictate 
one  article  of  belief  beyond  His  clearly  written,  most 
blessed^  inspired  Word;  let  the  imagination  dress  up 
fond  figures  of  the  saints  in  Heaven,  to  determine  their 
degree  of  glory, — ^to  worship,  or  pray  to  them,  and  at 
once  we  surroimd  ourselves  with  mists  that  darken 
celestial  light. 

2n^  POINT,  With  much  prayer,  which  is  the  food 
of  the  soul. — It  is  not  too  much  to  say,  that  men  in 
general  take  no  delight  in  prayer.  Their  hearts,  and 
minds,  and  all  their  time,  are  preoccupied  by  objects 
of  time.  They  are  carefcQ  and  troubled  about  many 
things,  neglecting  the  one  thing  needful.  There  can 
be  no  fixed  rule  laid  down  for  prayer ;  for  we  are  every 
one  of  us  different  from  every  other,  our  opportunities 
different,  our  necessities^  our  fjEiults  of  natv^t^,  ^»xVi 


491  The  Bevotd  Ohriaian'g  Sdp  I 

training  and  bent  of  mind  different,  our  temptatiimi,    I 
sorrows,  and  joys  oil  different.     But  there  is  One  Tab    I 
certnin,  for  ever,  because  God  bos  declared  it,  through    I 
Sis  own  inspired  Scriptuie, — Peayeb  ia  the  richfoodrf 
fliesouJj^ikeMajmafioinHeaTen,— angels' food.  Aid 
like  the  heavenly  Manna  we  may  "  gather  every  man 
^according  fo  his  etitinf;;  lie  that  gathers  much  hrta 
sothintt  over,  imd  he  that  gatliefs  little  has  no  Uck" 
(Gen,  xvi,  18).    Have  but  the  appetite,  and  you  sball 
DC  eatisSed;  have  the  heart  of  prayer,  and  it  Blmll  be 
filled. 

3rd  r  01  NT.  The  Spirit  of  Prayer.  —And  this  ia  the 
heavenly  nature  of  Prayer,  that  the  appetite  grows  on 
iriiat  it  feeds  upon.  The  gifts  of  the  Holy  Spirit  sib 
aH  &om  His  celestial  fire,  boundless  in  the  lichcB  fit 
gtBfOe,  love  and  fiiith,  comfort  and  joy.  As  He  tindlH 
tile  soul,  He  misos  the  affections  above  the  earth,  piui- 
Sed  and  enlightened ;  the  flame  ascends  npwardi,  il 
raters  the  Hearen  of  heavens, — not  less  acceptsbk 
than  the  "  golden  vials  full  of  odours,  which  are  the 
prayers  of  saints"  (Rev.  v,  8).  This  would  be  beyond 
our  intelligence,— that  sinners  such  as  we  are  may  hold 
communion  with  the  God  of  purity,  if  He  had  not  re- 
vealed it  from  old, — if  Jesus  had  not  come  to  make  the 
glad  tidings  clear,  teaching  us  by  His  words  of  wisdom, 
and  His  bright  example, — if  the  Holy  Comforter  did 
not  whisper  the  truth  to  our  hearts  every  time  we  kneel 
before  the  throne  in  an  earnest  humble  spirit. 

©ra^rr, 

0  Almighty  Lord  God,  Who  haat  re\*ealed  unto  D6 
Divine  Truth  in  Thy  Holy  Scriptures,  we  beseech  Thee, 
grant  unto  us  Thy  Spii'it  to  receive  them  with  reverence 
and  himiihty,  neither  adding  thereto,  nor  taking  there- 
from ;  but  to  make  thom  the  constant  subject  of  medi- 
tation,  an4tt\o  TVi\e  ol  wvt  a\iedience,  0  teach  us  to 
praj  fur  wisinnv  \o  uti&rtB't'M.A.,  «iA\a>nj  -m  %Jiia»,''!^i«si. 
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)r  the  inestimable  gift;,  that  we  may  ever  hold  fiEUst  the 
leseed  hope  of  everlasting  life,  w^ch  Thou  hast  given 
8  in  our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ.    Amen. 


For  Friday  of  the  First  Week  after  Easter, 


The  Resubrbotion — continued, 

Ist  POINT,  Other  appearances  of  Christ  after  He 
N9e  from  the  grave.-— It  is  dehghtful  to  dwell  on  the 
looght  that  our  dear  Eisen  Lord  remained  for  Forty 
ays  on  this  our  earth,  subject  no  more  to  sorrow  in 
IB  Glorified  Body,  but  moving  freer  than  the  air,  and 
siting  again  the  places  already  hallowed  by  His 
iracles,  or  His  presence.  Except  those  six  mysterious 
)pearanc66,  more  minutely  described  by  the  Evange- 
its,  we  ciEui  catch  from  their  words  but  a  glimmer  of 
.6  others.  From  what  is  said  we  may  reasonably  con- 
ade  there  were  many.  Observe  especially  the  decla- 
tion  of  St.  John  in  winding  up  His  Gospel.  Affcer 
scribing  the  interview  between  His  Master,  St.  Peter, 
id  himself,  he  says  in  the  next  verse,  "  And  there  are 
30  many  other  things  which  Jesus  did,  the  which,  if 
ey  were  written  every  one,  I  suppose  that  even  the 
)rld  itself  could  not  contain  the  books  that  should  be 
ritten.  Amen," — having  reference  to  His  actions  both 
fore  His  Death,  and  after.  There  was  something 
ophetic  in  the  words;  and  every  day's  experience 
oves  their  truth.  Let  the  world  be  filled  with  books 
ritten  by  frail  and  feeble  creatures  of  the  earth,  and 
[  the  literature  of  all  ages  spread  through  the  nations 
11  never  reach  the  height  and  depth,  and  breadth 
d  length,  of  the  mysteries  of  the  Son  of  God,  Whose 
rone  is  in  Heaven. 
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We  Imow  tliat  He  went  to  Galilee,  for  eo  the  meeb 
Bt  the  SepoJchre  declnred.  Thoneands  moomed  Bii 
cruel  death,  and  the  disappointment  of  all  their  hops 
that  He  was  the  promised  Jlesaiafi.  There  were  pro- 
bably many  holj  men  and  women,  to  whom  He  ap- 
peared in  Hie  mysterious  way.  Who  can  speak  liiai 
joy  when  they  suddenly  beheld  Him  in  EhininE  pa- 
menta,  aad  heard  that  "  All  hail,"  or  "  Peace  be  with 
jou,"  or  calling  them  by  name  ?  Did  Ho  go  to  Maty 
and  Martha  of  Bethany,  plunged  in  mratterahle  grief, 
that  He  Who  raieed  their  brother  Lazarus  from  the 
grave  was  HiroKelf  in  the  Sepulchre,  when  there  «u 
none  to  raise  Him  up  ?  Behold  He  stands  at  the  door 
of  many  a  loving  disciple,  and  knouks, — eomftirts  them 
with  a  sight  of  His  open  wounds,  and  disappears  I 

2nd  POINT.  To  the  blessed  Virgin. — After  the 
third  saying  from  the  Cross  to  the  Virgin  Mary  and 
St.  John,  "  Woman,  behold  thy  son ;  behold  tiiy 
mother,"  Holy  Scripture  speafes  of  her  but  once :  when 
the  Apostles  abode  in  the  "  Upper  Room,"  and  "con- 
tinued with  one  accord  in  prayer  and  supphcation, 
with  the  women,  and  Mary  the  mother  of  Jesus,  aod 
with  His  brethren"  (Acte  i.  14).  St.  Mark  says; 
"  Now  when  Jesus  was  risen  early  on  the  first  da;  of 
the  week,  He  appeared  first  to  Mary  Magdalene."  Bat 
we  may  reverently  believe  that  the  "  blessed  amODg 
womdn  "  was  one  of  the  very  first  to  behold  her  heloted 
Son,  and  Saviour,  in  His  Glorified  Body  :  to  rejfflce  in 
the  knowledge  that  He  could  snffer  no  more ;  tat 
would  a«iend  to  His  Father,  and  her  Father;  to  Hie 
Rod  and  her  God.  O  what  a  bright  vision  was  thit 
to  her  disconsolate  sonl  1  0  what  a  hallowed  conferencs 
must  that  have  been  between  the  Risen  Jesus,  and  Hi 
holy  mother !  surpaasiiig  our  reaeh  of  thought  Wf 
may  himihly  meditate  on  TTia  sublime  counsels  fOT  her 
future  goidatvccttKicnicTOwa  inthe  farewell  bonr, 
His  BnperbMEQiai  lovCjafittwetKcS.  ^S-"^ 
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He  waa  abont  to  depart.  Sorely  we  may  on  Mary's 
behalf  take  comfort  in  belieying  that  He  bid  her  '*  Weep 
not,"  promising  her  some  special  gifts  of  consolation 
through  the  remainder  of  her  days  on  earth,  some 
special  nearness  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  snstedn  her 
during  His  absence  till  the  hour  of  her  death. 

9rd  POINT.  To  St.  Peter.— It  is  very  remarkable 
that  in  the  case  of  Mary  Magdalene,  our  merciful  Lord 
revealed  Himself  first  to  a  penitent  even  before  the 
holy  Virgin,  and  to  St.  Peter,  who  denied  Him,  before 
the  loTing  and  beloved  St.  John,  who  lay  on  His  bosom 
at  the  Last  Supper.  This  speaks  the  depth  of  His 
compassion  for  sinners ;  how  He  loves  to  visit,  comfort, 
and  strengthen  them, — in  exact  accordance  with  His 
Name  and  attributes,  the  reason  of  His  coming  on 
earth,  the  object  of  His  sufferings,  that  He  might  visit 
repentant  sinners  with  the  light  of  His  countenance, 
ami  point  the  way  to  Heaven.  We  know  for  certain 
that  He  appeared  to  St.  Peter  before  any  of  the  other 
Apostles ;  for  when  Gleopas  and  his  Mend  came  back 
from  Emmaus,  to  tell  them  how  He  had  made  Himself 
known,  they  heard  say,  "The  Lord  is  risen  indeed, 
and  bath  appeared  to  Simon."  How  and  where  He  re- 
vealed Himself,  we  cannot  say.  It  might  be  at  the 
Sepulchre :  perhaps  Peter,  affcer  he  came  away  the  first 
time  wondering,  went  back  by  himself,  and  was  re- 
warded by  the  vision.  It  was  he  who  first  told  the 
others.  Jesus  knows  the  inward  spirit  of  each  of  us, 
comforts  one,  strengthens  another,  enlightens,  and 
touches  the  individual  heart  by  manifestations  of  grace, 
which  none  can  mistake,  but  others  never  know,  and 
raises  it  up  to  His  own  glorified  presence. 

O  Lord  my  Saviour,  I  am  not  worthy  to  praise  Thy 
Divine  mercy  to  sinners.  Thy  wisdom,  Tk^  Tma«ift\fc's», 
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Thy  suffering  Death,  and  Thy  mighty  Eesurrection 
on  their  behalf.  Thou  art  wonderful,  in  all  Thf 
manifestations  of  love.  When  I  meditate  on  the 
joy  which  Thou  didst  impart  to  Thy  saints  on  earth, 
my  soul  endeavours  to  rise  to  the  glories  of  Thy  realms 
in  light,  where  they  worship  Thee  for  ever.  0  grant 
me  by  Thy  Holy  Spirit,  the  power  to  turn  from  the 
very  breath  of  sin,  and  follow  their  examples  at  however 
humble  a  distance.  It  was  Thy  &ee  grace  which  made 
them  saints;  and  by  the  same  heavenly  influence  I 
may  be  purified  to  offer  Thee  acceptable  service  in  holy 
obedience,  faith,  and  love.  0  raise  up  all  my  desires 
so  to  live  that  when  I  die,  I  may  be  received  into  Thy 
Presence  within  the  blessed  circles,  through  Thy 
merits,  0  Lord,  Whose  most  precious  Death  has  pmv 
chased  for  sinners  pardon  and  peace,  and  the  hope  of 
everlasting  life.    Amen, 


For  Saturday  of  the  First  Week  after  Easter, 


The  Rbsuerbotion — continued, 

1st  POINT.  The  Chief  Priests  and  Eulers.— Sad  it 
is  to  turn  our  thoughts  from  angels,  apostles,  and 
faithful  women,  to  lying  persecutors,  regardless  of  the 
wrath  of  God :  but  such  is  the  mingled  history  of  the 
world,— the  evil  contending  against  the  good.  The 
Priests  and  Scribes  in  Jerusalem  are  hastily  assembled 
together  in  coimcil :  for  the  soldiers,  having  recovered 
from  their  fright  at  seeing  the  angel  who  rolled  away 
the  stone  from  the  door  of  the  Sepulchre,  and  sat  upon 
it,  "  bis  couii\.«xianiQa  \\ka  \i%\\.tmng,  and  his  raiment 
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rhite  as  snow,"  have  come  into  the  city,  and  "  told 
hem  all  the  things  that  were  done."  Though  as- 
onished  and  dismayed,  these  audacious  Eulers  were 
00  familiar  with  falsehood  to  he  at  any  loss  for  crafty 
xpedients.  Thus  the  wicked,  afraid  of  exposure  and 
vanishment,  though  shameless  of  their  guilt,  endeavour 
0  screen  themselves  by  adding  a  lie  to  their  offences. 

2nd  P  OINT.  They  bribe  the  soldiers.— Rather  than 
onfess  the  mighty  hand  of  God  in  these  miraculous 
vents,  or  feel  any  remorse  at  having  brought  their 
Cessias  to  a  cruel  death,  they  were  not  ashamed  to 
►ribe  the  soldiers  to  their  wicked  purposes.  Out  of 
he  same  treasury  from  which  they  had  taken  the 
hirty  pieces  of  silver  to  pay  the  traitor  Judas,  they 
;ave  the  soldiers  "  large  money,"  and  suborned  them  to 
ell  a  falsehood, — "Say  ye,  'His  disciples  came  by 
light,  and  stole  Him  away  while  we  slept.'  And  if 
his  come  to  the  governor's  ears,  we  will  persuade  him, 
nd  secure  you."  This  pretence  was  too  shallow  to 
scspe  detection.  None  but  the  wilfully  blind  and 
lerverse  could  beheve  that  a  party  of  Roman  soldiers, 
rained  to  the  strictest  discipline,  would  sleep  at  their 
ratch :  or,  if  they  slept,  that  they  could  tell  who  carried 
way  the  Body.  The  Priests  and  Rulers,  to  save  them- 
elves  from  the  reproaches  of  the  people,  would  venture 
ny  tale,  however  bold  and  false,  to  detract  from  the 
lory  of  "  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  King  of  the  Jews,"  Whom 
bey  BO  hated  and  feared.  "The  soldiers  took  the 
loney,  and  did  as  they  were  taught;"  the  report  was 
idely  spread  abroad,  believed,  or  disbelieved,  according 
>  the  faith  of  those  who  heard. 

So  is  it  now :  some  there  are,  like  the  cold  Sadducees, 
zoud  of  intellect,  "  which  say  that  there  is  no  Resur- 
3ctdon*'  (Matt.  xxii.  23),  nor  angels,  nor  spiritual 
eings,  nor  another  future  existence,  nor  anything  not 
ocounted  for  by  the  laws  of  a  material  world.  All 
dTine   mysteries  beyond  their   feeble   caipd£i\k&  \i^ 
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fftiliom  they  reject  The  day  will  come,  when  such  as 
these  will  wake  up  perchance  when  it  is  too  late  to  the 
oonyiction  of  the  truth.  Most  hazardous  the  risk; 
most  insupportable  tiie  endless  loss.  We  who  love  to 
be  called  "  brethren  "  of  the  Bisen  Saviour, — ^humble  and 
believing,  will  go  forth  among  the  disciples  to  behold  yet 
other  wonders  of  the  mysterious  Forty  Days,  when  He 
youchsafed  to  walk  on  the  earth  in  His  Glorified  Body. 

3rd  P  01  NT.  The  opening  of  the  graves,  and  rising 
of  the  bodies  in  Jerusalem. — The  craft  and  subterfoge 
of  the  Priests  and  Eulers  were  vain:  for  aheady 
mysterious  heralds  &om  the  open  graves  were  waUdog 
abroad  in  the  streets  of  Jerusalem,  and  testifying  to  the 
truth  of  Christ's  Eesurrection.  On  this  Great  Day, 
''many  bodies  of  the  saints  which  slept  arose,  and 
came  out  of  the  graves  after  His  Eesurrection,  and  went 
into  the  Holy  City,  and  appeared  unto  many."  The 
depths  of  the  earth,  and  the  unseen  world.,  were  moTed 
at  the  opening  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre :  when  the  Lord's 
Anointed  came  forth,  the  buried  bodies  of  saints  arose, 
as  a  pledge  that  He  had  triumphed  over  the  grave  and 
death,  and  a  foreshadowing  of  the  Last  Day,  when 
"  the  heavens  shall  pass  away  with  a  great  noise,  and 
the  elements  shall  melt  with  fervent  heat "  (2  Peter 
iii.  10),  and  the  dead  shall  rise  at  the  summons  of  the 
Son  of  Man.  Thus  from  the  beginning  to  the  end 
of  our  Lord's  ministry,— from  His  Birth  to  His  Eesnr- 
rection,  we  have  witnessed  a  marvellous  chain  of 
mysteries,  bearing  testimony  that  He  was  tiie  Son  of 
the  Highest,  the  appointed  Heir  of  aU  things,  by  Whom 
the  worlds  were  made.  All  love,  aU  praise,  glory,  and 
thanksgiving  be  unto  Him.    Amen, 

0  Lord  most  mighty,  my  beloved  Saviour,  the  many 
wonders  of  Thy  Eesurrection  are  mysterious  beyond  all 
power  oi  tlQO\x^\i\.\  \i\3L\»  \  Vi^^  that  Thou  art  the  Son 
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of  God,  Who,  by  the  offering  of  Thyself  on  the  Gross, 
didst  obtain  the  pardon  of  my  sins,  and  by  Thy  rising 
again  from  the  grave  didst  secure  my  acceptance  with 
the  Heavenly  Father.  0  teach  me  a  holy  obedience  to 
every  word  of  Thine,  to  abstain  from  the  slightest  evil 
which  my  conscience  would  condemn,  to  love  truth,  and 
to  love  Thee  the  God  of  Truth.  I  will  endeavour  to 
take  delight  in  the  contemplation  of  Thy  silffering  life, 
and  the  glories  of  Thy  Kingdom  in  Heaven,  where 
with  the  Eather  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  Thou  reignest  in 
power  everlasting.  Thus  may  I  live  prepared  to  die 
in  the  fiuth  of  aU  Thy  promises,  and  in  the  hope  of  a 
joyful  resurrection  to  Thy  pure  Presence,  where  there 
shall  be  no  more  fear,  nor  sorrow,  nor  the  breath  of 
sin.    Amen, 


For  Sunday  of  the  Second  Week  after  Jtkuter, 


Thb  Ebsubbbotion — continued, 

la  POINT.  Christ's  Risen  Body.— The  mystery  of 
our  Lord's  appearing  to  Mary  Magdalene,  yet  keeping 
Himself  from  her  knowledge,  was  but  one  of  many 
occasions,  when  He  took  upon  Him  in  His  Humanity 
new  £EU}ulties  and  attributes.  But  all  the  powers  of 
His  corporeal  nature,  both  before  and  after  death,  were 
i^nlated  by  His  own  Supreme  Will,  according  as  He 
deigned  to  assume  and  exhibit  them  from  time  to 
time.  He  had  walked  on  the  sea  of  Gennesareth,  ap- 
pearing to  the  disciples  as  a  spirit;  and  was  trans- 
figured in  Glory  on  the  Mount :  He  had  passed  unseen 
throng  the  midst  of  the  crowds  who  would  have 
cast  TThn  from  ^the  brow  of  the  hill  at  Nazareth :  and 
axDveyed  Himself  away  from  His  pei8ec\x\oi^  m  ^%tql- 


.1 

ol 


502  The  Deimi  CKrutian't  Edp 

taiem,  who  sought  to  stone  Him.  He  might  haye 
down  from  the  Croas  aa  easily  as  He  raised  UiuM 
from  the  grave  on  this  Third  Day.  Did  Oe  not  Aec\m, 
"  No  man  takoth  My  life  from  Me,  but  I  lay  it  down  oI 
Mysel£  I  have  powtsr  to  lay  it  down,  and  I  hait 
power  to  fake  it  agaiE?" 

2nd  I'OIST.  Glorified.— Sow  we  contemplale  ffii 
esaJted  bearing,  changed  from  the  lowliness  of  the  pa- 
Bccntod  Jeaus;  no  more  weeping  with  monmeia,  feed- 
ing the  poor,  bc«ling  the  sick,  enhmitting  Himself  to 
hunger,  and  thirst,  and  fatigue.  In  His  interconne 
with  the  Apoetlea  He  BssiuneB  a  mjsterioua  reeem, 
Buddenly  appearing  and  as  euddenly  veiling  Himadf 
from  their  astonished  eight:  all  things  give  t  "' 
deweanoar  a  higher  majesty  than  befort'.  A 
time  He  says,  "  Touch  me  not ;"  at  another,  "  Handle 
He,  and  see."  When  it  bo  pleased  Him  He  was  visible,— 
yet  not  recognized ;  or  invisible,  whea  He  "  vanisbed  out 
of  sight ;"  or  as  if  incorporeal,  when  "  the  doors  bang 
abut  He  stood  in  the  midst."  He  was  no  longer  snhjcct 
to  infirmities,  want,  or  Bufl'ering.  "We  shall  behold 
Him,  during  tbe  Forty  Days  that  He  remains  on  earHi, 
going  in  and  out  aa  a  spirit  might  do,  or  an  angel ;  j^ 
His  open  wounds  are  palpable  to  eight,  and  touch.  His 
flesh  and  bones  are  not  those  of  a  spirit; — He  eats,— not 
from  necessity,  but  to  show  to  othejs  that  Ho  is  noti 
phantom.  Now  He  permits  His  person  and  voice  to 
be  known ;  then  again  tbe  disciples  beheve  them  to  be 
another's,  according  to  His  own  absolute  Will.  ~ 
breathes  the  Holy  Ghost  upon  them  with  au  authoritj 
solemn  and  mysterious  beyond  His  won 
longer  their  familiar  companion,  or  their  Teacher  by 
Parables  i  they  look  upon  Him  with  awi 
contemplate  Him  in  His  Glory.  He  works  no  miraclw 
of  healing;  He  exists  apart,— they  know  not  where ;- 
visits  this  one  ot  \,\iaJ.Ya%ettwi'^,fiijeaking  things  which 
had  never  \eeii  ie'je6iii4\«fex6-,'n\s3**,'Ci  "    ■ 
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by  the  way,  or  in  Jerusalem,  or  Galilee ;  and  as  sud- 
denly withdraws  Himself.  "  There  are  celestial  bodies, 
and  bodies  terrestrial :  but  the  glory  of  the  celestial  is 
one,  and  the  glory  of  the  terrestrial  is  another."  In  the 
Person  of  the  Eisen  Saviour  they  were  combined  in 
unspeakable  Union, — in  all  respects  glorious. 

Zrd  POINT.  His  Majesty  in  Heaven.— If  such  He 
was  on  earth,  what  must  be  the  transcendent  bright- 
ness of  the  Son  of  Man  enthroned  ''  amidst  the  seven 
candlesticks,"  and ''  in  His  right  hand  seven  stars,''  and 
**•  His  countenance  as  the  sun  shineth  in  his  strength !" 
(Rev.  i.  12-16).  This  same  Jesus  is  above,  and  around, 
and  within  us  in  the  Spirit,— "  about  our  bed,  and 
about  our  path,  and  spieth  out  all  our  ways."  0  what 
happiness  we  might  enjoy,— now  that  He  reigns  through 
all  space,  and  we  draw  in  from  Him  our  very  Beii^, 
did  we  keep  ourselves  pure  as  temples  of  holiness! 
If  we  longed  for  His  Presence,  and  prayed  for  His 
indwelling  within  our  souls.  He  would  come  and  make 
Himself  known ;  especially  in  the  blessed  Communion 
of  His  Body  and  Blood,  as  this  day  they  are  offered  to 
ns  on  His  holy  altar. 

^tajier, 

0  Lord  Jesus,  merciful  Saviour  of  the  world,  I  pre- 
sume not  to  penetrate  the  mystery  of  Thy  Eisen  and 
Olorified  Body  beyond  what  Thou  hast  revealed  in  Thy 
Written  Word.  But  I  humbly  believe  that  all  Thy 
gracious  purposes  for  the  Redemption  of  sinners  were 
accomplished  in  Thy  Death,  Resurrection,  and  Ascen- 
skm  into  heaven.  For  this,  and  all  Thy  Divine  per- 
fections,  we  render  unto  Thee  praise  and  thanksgiving, 
and  the  adoration  of  grateful  hearts.  0  lead  us  step 
by  step  in  the  path  of  holiness ;  and  especially  draw 
Thy  feithful  disciples  to  desire  Thy  Presence  in  the 
Sacrament  of  the  Holy  Eucharist,  that  feeding  on  Thee 
in  the  Communion  of  Thy  Sacred  Body  and  "BlocA,  ovsa 
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aonls  may  be  purified.  Giant  this  for  Thy  mercy's 
sake,  that  we  may  inherit  the  rich  pionuBea  of  eteroal 
life,  which  Thou  hast  prepared  far  all  who  reodTeThee 
in  the  spirit  of  penitence,  fiuth,  and  loTing  o1 
Amen, 


-•c*- 


For  Monday  qf  the  Second  Week  afUr  Easier, 


ClSOPAS  AMD  AKOTHIB  DiSOIPIJB  ON  THEIB  WAT  10  Enaa. 

l8t  POINT,  Jesns  OYertakes  them  on  the  road.— 
Amidst  the  excitement  and  confasiQn  of  the  discii^ 
and  the  women,  on  this  day  of  the  Besnrrectioii,  our 
Lord  in  the  solemn  calmness  of  His  Diyinity,  in  tiie 
omniscience  of  His  pervading  mind,  knew  that  two  of 
His  disciples  had  fled  from  the  city.  Like  the  Good 
Shepherd  He  would  bring  them  back  to  the  flock;  for 
though  they  were  aU  ''scattered  like  sheep,"  as  He 
foretold.  He  had  a  gracious  purpose  in  their  being 
together.  In  due  time,  as  the  angels  had  declared  to 
the  women,  they  were  to  assemble  in  Gkdilee ;  and  thfiee 
two  were  fleeing  away  in  the  opposite  direction,— to 
Emmaus,  a  small  town  eight  miles  from  JenunteD 
towards  Joppa,  on  the  shore  of  the  Mediterraneao. 
He  would  follow,  and  send  them  back.  These  weie 
not  Apostles,  but  disciples ;  one,  GleopaSy  is  mentioDed 
by  name ;  we  know  not  who  the  other  was.  Th^  weie 
anxious  and  fearful  because  of  the  marvellous  events 
of  the  early  morning,  which  they  learned  from  the 

women ;  but  treated  them  *'  as  idle  tales." 

i 

2nd  POINT.    Asks  them  the  cause  of  their  sadneft    J 
— ^Whilst  they  journeyed  mournfully  communing,  and 
reasoning  tegethei  (kbout  the  loss  of  their  dear  Hastar, 
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tliey  were  overtaken  by  a  Stranger.  It  was  "Jesus 
Himflelf,  Who  drew  near,  and  went  with  them.  But 
their  eyes  were  holden  that  they  should  not  know 
Him."  And  He  asked  what  it  was  that  engaged  them 
in  such  eager  conversation,  "  as  they  walked  by  the  way, 
and  were  sad,"  Their  astonishment  at  such  a  question 
was  natural.  Who  could  this  be,  coming  from  Jeru-» 
salem,  where  all  hearts  were  so  deeply  moved,  and  yet 
be  ignorant  of  events  more  wonderful  than  had  ever 
before  been  heard  of?  Surely  He  must  have  witnessed, 
or  heard  of  the  Crucifixion,  the  darkness  over  all  the 
land,  the  earthquake,  the  veil  of  the  Temple  rent  in 
twain,  and  the  bodies  of  the  saints,  from  the  open 
graves,  appearing  to  many  in  the  ciiy ! 

9rd  POINT,  The  answer  of  Cleopas.— "  Art  Thou 
only  a  Stranger  in  Jerusalem  [asked  Cleopas],  and  hast 
not  known  the  things  which  are  come  to  pass  in  these 
days?  .  .  What  things?  .  .  Concerning  Jesus  of  Naza- 
rethy  Which  was  a  Prophet,  mighty  in  deed  and  word 
before  God,  and  all  the  people:  and  how  the  Chief 
Priests  and  our  Bulers  delivered  Him  to  be  condemned 
to  death,  and  have  crucified  Him.  But  we  trusted 
that  it  had  been  He  Which  should  have  redeemed 
laiaeL"  Then  they  went  on  to  say,  "  And  beside  all 
this,  to-day  is  the  third  day  since  these  tilings  were 
done.  Yea,  and  certain  women  also  of  our  company 
made  ns  astonished,  which  were  early  at  the  Sepulchre ; 
and  when  they  found  not  His  Body,  they  came,  saying 
that  they  had  also  seen  a  vision  of  angels,  which  said 
that  He  was  alive.  And  certain  of  them  which  were 
with  us  went  to  the  Sepulchre,  and  found  it  even  as 
the  women  had  said :  hut  Him  they  saw  not,^* 

lEYesrj  word  bespeaks  mistrust  and  disappointment. 
Behold,  after  all  they  had  seen  and  heard,  our  Lord's 
nearest  and  dearest  disciples,  even  Cleopas  His  kins- 
man, doubted  His  Besurreciion,  though  He  Himself 
had  clearly  foretold  it  should  come  to  pd»&.    ^^xs:^  Ss^ 
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the  natural  heart  of  man,  governed  by  its  own  conm 
tions,  trusting  what  a  false  world  says,  but  loth  to  be- 
lieve Divine  truths,  so  full  of  rich  promises.  Tet  how 
patiently  Jesus  listens  to  their  story  without  intennp- 
tion,  condescending  to  their  weakness,  accepting  thdr 
sorrow  as  a  testimony  of  love,  and  opening  to  them 
more  clearly  the  mysteries  of  Redemption.  Would 
that  all  His  disciples,  who  profess  to  follow  His 
example,  as  well  as  preach  His  Grospel,  would  breathe 
His  loving  spirit,  patiently  to  bear  with  others  less  en- 
lightened. If  they  see  by  a  clearer  light,  whence  c(»De8 
it  ?  not,  certainly,  springing  from  their  own  minds,  but 
graciously  shining  from  the  One  Fountain  of  all  light 
and  grace.  It  is  a  gift  of  Heaven.  Let  those  who  have 
received,  use  it  with  wisdom, — above  all,  watchful,  lest 
thinking  they  see  clearly,  they  presumptuously  step  be- 
yond the  bounds  of  soberness.  Some,  depending  <» 
their  own  light,  follow  fancies,  postponing  the  weightier 
matters  of  truth  to  non-essentials :  others  in  a  like  ooor 
fidence  so  darken  themselves  with  nice  distinctions  and 
refinements  of  the  Word  of  Scripture,  that  they  think 
the  awful  mysteries  of  Heaven  may  be  dissected  and 
analyzed  as  any  earthly  substance. 

O  God,  my  Saviour,  I  believe  that  Thou  didst  rise 
from  the  grave  on  the  third  day,  according  to  Thy 
promise,  and  now  sittest  enthroned  in  the  Glory  which 
Thou  hadst  with  the  Father  before  the  foundations  of 
the  world.  Yet  my  understanding  is  so  weak,  and  my 
affections  so  cold,  that  I  cannot  believe  in  Thee,  nor 
love  as  I  desire  to  do.  Humbly  on  my  knees  I  wait 
in  silence  till  Thou  dost  visit  me  with  Thy  Spirit  of 
Truth,  that  I  may  understand  Thy  words,  and  govern 
my  whole  life  in  a  meek  and  fearful,  a  temperate,  yet 
joyful  obedience  to  Thy  holy  law.  I  ask  only  a  devoted 
heart  to  make  my  poor  returns  for  Thy  rich  gifts  and 
blessings,  giB.\i\>\]A<&  Iot  -v^smnmbered  mercies,  praise 
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far  my  Bedemption,  the  incense  of  a  hmnble  self-de- 
nying temper  for  Thy  forbearance  in  the  midst  of  con- 
tradiction, tears  for  Thy  sufferings  and  Deafch  upon  the 
Cross.  Above  all,  I  desire  to  offer  nniversal  charity 
lor  Thy  Besurrection,  which  is  the  sure  and  certain 
pledge  that  the  children  of  God  shall  rise  again  to  in- 
herit eternal  life  at  Thy  right  hand.    Amen. 


For  Tuesday  of  the  Second  Week  after  Easter, 


The  two  Disciples  goinq  to  Emmaus — continued, 

1st  F  OINT.  Jesus  expounds  the  Scriptures  to  then^ 
— The  gracious  Saviour,  so  loving  and  considerate,  so 
inxiderfal  in  power,  so  infinite  in  wisdom,  condescended 
to  enlighten  the  minds  of  Cleopas  and  his  companion. 
*'  O  fools  [He  said — ye  simple  ones],  and  slow  of  heart  to 
believe  all  that  the  x»:ophets  have  spoken :  ought  not 
Christ  to  have  suffered  these  things,  and  to '  enter  into  His 
Glory  V  And  beginning  at  Moses,  and  all  the  prophets. 
He  expounded  unto  them  in  aU  the  Scriptures  the  things 
oonoerning  Himself."  As  St.  Peter  afterwards  said  to 
the  people,  ''  All  the  prophets  from  Samuel,  and  those 
that  follow  after,  as  many  as  have  spoken,  have  likewise 
teetold  of  these  things  "  (Acts  iii.  24).  But  from  the 
begiiming  there  were  higher  Prophets  than  those  of  the 
earth, — ^the  Voice  of  the  Almighty,  and  the  angels  who 
florround  His  throne.  From  the  first  great  Prophecy, 
''The  seed  of  the  woman  shall  bruise  the  serpent's 
head/'  it  was  the  joy  of  the  angels  to  carry  messages  to 
the  saints,  from  the  time  of  Abraham  to  that  of  the 
Uessed  Mary,  foreshadowing  the  fature,  when  ''the 
eurth  should  be  filled  with  the  knowledge  of  the  glory 
of  the  Lord,  as  the  waters  cover  the  sea"  (^H&b.  \\.  AA^. 
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2nd  POINT,  The  fulfilment  of  prophecies  otir  con- 
fidence.— ^Most  blessed  were  Cleopas  and  his  friend!  0 
that  we  might  have  listened  with  them  to  the  noHeBk 
exposition  of  Scripture  that  ever  was  delivered!  They 
could  now  rejoice  in  the  mystery  of  the  Death  of  a 
Divine  Mediator,  as  the  merctfol  purpose  of  the  HighesI, 
that  He  might  reconcile  to  Himself  a  world  that  in& 
lost  in  sin.  Now  they  could  understand  how  the  Old 
and  New  Testament  are  links  in  a  golden  chain  of 
evidence,  binding  together  heavenly  revelations  in  the 
Book  of  books.  This  is  the  ''  Magna  Gharta  "  of  the 
Christian's  rights :  this  stands  for  ever  against  all  the 
vain  deceits  of  infidelity, — an  imperishable  witness  to 
the  Divine  Nature  of  Christ,  the  Son  of  Grod,  Who  rose 
from  the  dead,  ascended  into  heaven,  and  reigneth  on 
the  throne  of  His  Glory  with  the  Father,  and  the  Holy 
Ghost.  The  Scriptures  also  are  the  Covenant  of  oar 
Christian  liberties,  beyond  which  none  may  presume  to 
add  new  clauses  and  terms  of  fellowship.  By  "the 
liberty  wherewith  Christ  hath  made  us  free"  we  are 
released  from  the  bondage  of  the  carnal  heart  to  the 
freedom  of  spiritual  affections, — no  longer  slaves  of  sin, 
but  servants  of  Jesus  the  Lord  of  righteousness.  We 
may  joyfully  believe,  love,  and  obey  Him  Who  hath 
delivered  us,  and  united  us  in  a  holy  brotherhood, 
making  us  His  "  brethren,**  and  heirs  erf  a  blessed  im- 
mortality. 

^rd  POINT,  Cleopas  and  his  companion  constnun 
our  Lord  to  abide  with  them.— No  wonder  the  two 
disciples  were  mysteriously  affected  by  the  wise  wwds 
of  the  noble  Stranger, — their  unknown  Lord.  No 
wonder  they  should  desire  to  prolong  a  discourse, 
which  had  so  beguiled  the  length  of  thewaytoEmmans* 
and  made  their  hearts  burn  within  them.  They  were 
moved  by  the  stirrings  of  a  secret  power  they  could  not 
account  for:  they  were  unwilling  to  part  with  One 
Who  knew  bo  mxxc^ixiox^^JaascLtk^OTaselves  on  the  great 
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subject  of  all  their  thoughts,  opening  out  new  springs 
of  comfort,  new  lights  to  the  understanding  of  Scripture. 
Therefore,  as  they  drew  nigh  to  their  home  atEmmaus, 
they  thought  to  detain  Him  as  their  guest.  "  When 
He  made  as  though  He  would  go  farther,  they  con- 
strained Him,  saying, '  Abide  with  us :  for  it  is  toward 
erenii^,  and  the  day  is  far  spent.'"  Does  He  not 
stand  at  the  door  of  the  lowest  disciples,  and  knock? 
and  if  they  open  the  door.  He  comes  in,  and  sups  with 
them,  and  they  with  Him  (Key.  iii.  20)  ?  And  shall 
He  refase  to  enter  the  house  of  Cleopas,  and  the  other, 
for  whose  sake  He  has  come  from-  Jerusalem?  He 
yields  to  their  invitation. 

Merciful  Lord,  my  Saviour,  the  sacred  Fountain  of 
ail  prayer,  from  Whom  the  Holy  Spirit  of  prayer  must 
come,  to  Whom  all  prayer  returns,  before  Thee  I  bow. 
O  let  my  prayer  come  up  again,  and  enter  into  Thine 
ears.  Thou  knowest  my  slowness  of  heart,  my  blind- 
ness, how  weak  I  am  to  express  my  desires,  how  un- 
worthy they  are  to  be  cherished.  Quicken  me  by  a  sense 
of  my  spiritual  needs  to  seek  Thee, — my  only  hope  and 
comfort.  Purify  my  heart  to  make  it  fit  for  Thy  in- 
dwelling. ComCj  Lord  Jesus,  to  be  my  guest,  and  I 
will  gladly  welcome  Thee,  and  listen  to  Thy  words  of 
wisdom,  and  learn  &om  Thee  how  the  Scriptures  tell  of 
Thy  abounding  love  in  dying  for  sinners.  Then  shall 
my  heart  bum  within  me:  and  my  life  shaU  be  a 
sacrifice  of  obedience :  and  I  will  pour  out  myself  in 
deeds  of  charity  to  Thy  suffering  poor,  whom  Thou 
hast  graciously  declared  to  be  Thy  brethren.  0  grant 
me  an  abiding  strength  of  love,  and  admiration  of  Thy 
{perfections ;  enable  me  to  persevere  in  these  my  humble 
purposes.  May  all  people,  nations,  and  languages  unite 
to  glorify  the  Blessed  Name  of  Jesus.    Amen, 
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Far  Wednesday  of  the  Second  Week  after  Easter, 


The  two  Disgifles  at  Emkaits. 

Is^  POINT.  Christ  their  Guest.— St.  Paxd  exh<«ri8 
the  Hebrew  conyerts  to  invite  Btrangers  to  their  hospi- 
tality ;  "  for  thereby  some  have  received  angels  mar 
wares."  Behold,  at  Emmans  a  Guest  higher  tiian  an 
archangel  with  Gleopas  and  his  companion:  and  Wl 
were  they  rewarded  for  their  entertainment.  Everj 
kind  act  or  deed  has  its  recompence :  it  ghreB  to  the 
heart  of  benevolence,  if  not  an  angel  of  light  for  ft 
guest,  at  least  a  beam  of  comfort  from  the  heavenly 
presence  that  kindles  it  to  fresh  ardours  of  love.  Bat 
behold,  the  Lord  of  angels  comes!  and  if  He  deigns 
His  presence,  when  we  are  prompted  to  Christian 
charity, — as  we  know  He  does,  then  where  is  to  be 
foimd  a  higher  joy?  Tell  me,  ye  who  have  known 
Him  as  a  guest,  what  would  you  exchange  it  for  ?  Tell 
me,  ye  who  have  not  enjoyed  Him,  where  do  you  lean 
for  rest  ?  On  your  own  uncertain  selfish  will  ?  Or  the 
fleeting  vanities  of  the  world?  Or  the  pleasures  of 
sense  and  sin  ?  They  will  prove  but  broken  reeds,  to 
pierce  your  hand.  Turn  then  to  Him ;  invite  TTim  to 
be  your  guest.  If  He  come,  and  sup  with  you.  He  shall 
tell  you  such  news  as  will  delight  you :  and  if  He  make 
as  though  He  would  go  further,  you  will  constrain  Him 
to  abide. 

2nd  POINT.  Our  Lord  makes  Himself  known  to 
them. — Sometimes  there  have  been  rare  moments  in 
our  life,  when  sudden  and  surpassing  joy  has  flashed 
across  our  path,  to  be  treasured  up  in  the  memoiy, 
but  seldom  visits  us  again.  So  it  was  with  these  two 
happy  men.     iis  5^\j&  "^ait  «kt  meat  with  them,  he 
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took  Bread,  and  blessed  it^  and  brake,  and  gaye  to 
them."  This  breaking  of  Bread  was  a  figure  of  the 
Holy  Eucharist,  which  has  a  yirtue  to  enlighten  the 
inward  eye  of  fedth  to  the  Presence  of  Christ  at  the 
C!ommunion  Table,  as  it  had  now  with  Cleopas  and  his 
companion  at  Emmaus :  '*  their  eyes  were  opened,  and 
th^  knew  Him."  Thus  Christ  manifests  Himself  to 
£uthfal  believers  in  the  breaking  of  Bread.  They  dis- 
cern their  Bisen  Lord,  Who  is  their  Eesurrection,  and 
their  Life.  The  Bread,  being  broken  and  blessed,  is 
sanctified  to  the  receivers.  The  disciples  now  for  the 
first  time  perceived  the  open  wounds  on  those  sacred 
bands.  It  is  Himself  from  the  gravel  their  own 
crucified  Master,— now  restored,  and  doubly  dear  to 
ihem,  for  they  had  known  the  sadness  of  His  loss. 

Our  Lord  had  drawn  near  to  them  unsought,  unex- 
pected, unknown,  walked  with  them  by  the  way,  asked 
the  cause  of  their  sorrow  that  He  might  soothe  it,  in- 
structed them,  comforted,  charmed  them,  made  their 
hearts  to  bum  within  them,  sat  down  with  them, 
blessed  the  food,  made  Himself  known  to  them  as  their 
Lord, — and  thus  satisfied  their  desires.  If  we  all  loved 
Him  as  they  did.  He  would  be  all  this  to  us.  "0  fools 
[that  we  are],  and  slow  of  heart  to  believe." 

3rrf  POINT.  They  return  to  Jerusalem  to  tell  the 
Eleven. — Before  they  could  recover  from  their  amaze- 
ment, or  speak  one  word  of  joy,  our  Lord  "  vanished 
out  of  their  sight."  Perhaps  at  that  moment  He  was 
in  Jerusalem ;  and  in  the  interval  of  His  appearing  to 
the  assembled  Eleven,  revealed  Himself  to  Peter. 
Time  and  distance  were  of  no  account  in  His  myste- 
rious movements.  His  image  had  flashed  upon  the 
astonished  sight  of  Cleopas  and  the  other; — and  He 
was  gone  1  But  the  blessed  convictions  of  faith  were 
stamped  indelibly  on  their  minds.  ''  And  they  said  one 
to  another, '  Did  not  our  hearts  bum  within  us,  while 
He  talked  with  us  by  the  way,  and  while  He  o^"Ck&^  \a 
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us  the  Scriptures?"'  Such  is  the  joy  of  all  believers, 
when  by  heavenly  grace  the  light  of  the  truth,  as  it  is 
in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord,  shines  with  vivid  light  upon 
their  souls,  revealing  by  the  Holy  Spirit  its  Divine 
source.  "  They  rose  up  the  same  hour,  and  returned 
to  Jerusalem."  They  could  not  rest  till  the  Eleven 
shared  in  their  gladness,  expecting  to  be  the  first  to 
make  known  for  certain  the  wonderful  &ct  of  the 
Resurrection  of  their  Master.  But  in  the  meanwhile 
He  had  discovered  Himself  to  Peter,  who  had  told  the 
other  Aposties; — so  when  they  came  to  the  Eleven, 
and  those  who  were  assembled  with  them,  they  heard, 
"  The  Lord  is  risen  indeed,  and  hath  appeared  unto 
Simon." 

"  0  Lord,  Jesus  Christ,  I  beseech  Thee,  shine  upon 
my  soul,  as  Thou  didst  upon  the  hearts  of  the  disciples 
at  Emmaus,  and  make  me  joyfully  obedient  to  each  de- 
sire of  Thy  Will.  May  I  keep  myself  pure  from  the 
least  approach  of  evil,  to  be  occupied  in  works  of 
tenderness,  and  charity ;  so  in  the  Eesurrection  at  the 
last  day  I  may  hear  Thy  delightful  invitation,  '  Come, 
ye  blessed  of  My  Father,  receive  the  Kingdom  prepared 
for  you  from  the  beginning  of  the  world.'  Grant  me 
thus  to  hear  Thy  most  sweet  voice,  0  Thou  Only- 
begotten  Son  of  God.    Amen,"* 

*  Ludolphi  Vita  Ciuisti, 
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For  Thursday  of  the  Second  Week  after  Easter, 

"  Hb  was  known  of  them  in  BBBAEINa  OF  BbEAD/' 

Ist  POINT,  The  two  disciples  come  to  the  Eleven. 
— ^Affcer  Cleopas  aud  his  companion  had  seen  their 
Lord,  and  found  the  Apostles  in  Jerusalem,  "they  told 
tiiem  what  things  were  done  in  the  way  [going  to 
Emmaus],  and  how  Hb  was  known  of  them  in  bkbak- 
ING  OF  Bbbad."  Observe  this  saying.  What  a  wonder- 
ful force  there  is  in  every  word  of  Holy  Scripture! 
bearing  the  sharp,  deep  impress,  as  of  a  golden  coin  . 
from  a  royal  mint,  if  such  a  weak  earthly  figure  may 
be  used  to  express  things  heavenly.  This  at  least  may 
be  said,  every  word  of  Scripture  bears  the  sacred  image 
of  our  Lord  and  King:  and  we  who  love  Hjm  look 
upon  it  with  reverence,— as  crowned  with  thorns; — 
bow  beautiful  and  sorrowful,  expressing  such  patience 
and  resignation,  so  melting  the  heart  of  the  beholder 
to  tenderness !  how  Divine !  All  Scripture  circles  round 
Him:  mercifully  written  only  for  our  world;  and  He 
18  the  Creator,  Lord,  and  Saviour  of  it.  All  Scripture 
prophesies  of  Him  before  He  came  on  earth,  or  speaks 
of  Him  after  He  ascended  to  His  throne,— describes 
His  perfections,  records  His  miracles,  declares  His  laws 
80  wise  and  pure,  foretells  and  laments  His  sufferings. 
All  Scripture  proclaims  His  Glory. 

2nd  POINT,  Christ's  explanation  of  Holy  Scrip- 
ture.— ^Many  thoughts  crowd  on  the  mind  springing 
out  of  this  history  of  Cleopas  and  his  companion.  Think 
especially,  how  our  Lord  expounded  to  them  the 
things  concerning  Himself  "in  all  the  Scriptures" 
(meaning  the  Old  Scriptures  before  the  Gospel),  so  that 
•*  their  hearts  burned  within  them."    "His  ex?^^sKQSiiaQa 
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was  so  clear,  so  simple  yet  so  powerful,  that  they  weie 
,  conyinced  and  comforted.  Who  could  know  so  well  the 
depths,  the  mysteries,  the  harmonies  of  His  own  Word 
as  Himself?  He  gave  His  Inspiration  to  Moses  and 
the  prophets.  To  Him  all  Scripture  was  clear  as  day, 
its  various  minute  and  intricate  wehs,  interwoyen  into 
a  "seamless  vesture."  It  is  like  the  yeil  before  the 
Holy  of  Holies,  wrought  about  with  divers  [colours,  in 
gold  and  silver  tissued  of  finest  needlework,  curious  in 
detail,  beautiful  as  a  whole.  None  but  the  Workman 
can  tiioroughly  understand  His  work.  Thus  each 
bright  ray  of  tiie  sun,  as  he  runs  his  course,  contains 
within  itself  the  various  primitive  colours  of  the  rain- 
bow, given  by  the  Creator.  You  see  them  not,  because 
combined  in  the  brightness  of  a  beautiful  undistin- 
guishable  harmcmy,  giving  light  to  every  creatine. 
The  Word  of  Grod,  if  you  desire  to  receive  it,  and  to  see 
its  beauties,  has  a  range  of  great  variety,  being  intended 
to  show  forth  the  dealings  of  an  All-wise,  All-holy, 
All-mer6ifal  God,  with  a  perverse  world,  under  diflferent 
dispensations.  It  combines  in  a  faultless  harmony  of 
Divine  Truth :  its  well-stringed  chords  are  aU  attuned 
in  the  heavenly  spheres.  It  discourses  such  sweet  lend 
music,  that  the  attentive  ear  never  tires  of  listening. 
All  its  strains  and  modulations  have  but  one  key-note, 
— the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  by  Whose  Spirit  they  were 
composed.  Would  that  all  hearts  could  be  enchanted 
with  the  melodies,  to  bow  down  before  Him  in  adora- 
tion and  love !  then  might  they  catch  some  feunt  echoes 
of  the  music  that  rings  through  Heaven, — the  new  songs 
of  seraphims  and  holy  angels,  sung  to  the  golden  harps 
of  saints  falling  down  before  the  Lamb.  Then  would 
they  long  to  join  the  blissful  chorus  of  Alleluias.    Amen, 

3rc?  POINT,  "  He  was  known  of  them  in  breaking 
of  Bread." — These  words  are  worthy  to  be  written  in 
letters  of  burnished  gold  round  every  altar  in  every 
church  fox  tSa©  comlott  of  tender  consciences.    Om 
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Lord  seyeral  times  took  Bread,  and  brake,  and  blessed 
it,  and  gave  it  to  the  receivers.  He  blessed  it,  that  it 
might  convey  to  them  His  blessing.  In  whatever  form 
He  bestowed  His  gifts.  His  Love  went  with  them ; — 
and  Hb  is  Lovb.  What  better  than  this  can  He  bestow 
on  earth  ?  What  more  can  we  desire  till  we  see  Hiu^ 
as  He  is,  face  to  fisuse?  It  includes  all  other  blessings. 
When  He  took  Bread  and  Wine,  and  blessed,  and  gave 
it  to  the  Apostles,  saying,  ''  This  is  My  Body,  This  is 
My  Blood,"  it  was  the  parting  gift  of  Love,  to  keep 
Him  in  their  memories,— His  last  blessing  before  He 
died.  Humbly,  in  their  spirit,  unworthy  as  I  am,  but 
trusting  to  His  Love,  believing  in  His  every  word, — 
though  I  may  not  understand  it,  I  come  to  receive  that 
His  inestimable  Gift — Himself, — ^to  be  refreshed  with 
His  most  sweet  Presence.  In  my  house,  as  I  walk,  as 
I  labour,  as  I  meditate  at  night,  or  by  day  contemplate 
the  works  of  His  hand, — above  all,  in  prayer,  I  seek 
His  Presence :  and  He  assures  me,  ''  He  that  seeketh 
findeth."  Then  may  I  not  have  It  before  His  own 
Altar?  May  I  not  in  my  heart,  and  my  spirit,  know 
that  His  Presence  is  a  Eeality  ?  Will  you  tell  me  it  is 
a  fiction,  and  a  phantasy  ?  May  I  not  feed  on  Him,  in 
Whom  I  have  trusted  ?  0  take  not  from  me  the  only 
safe  sanctuary  of  my  soul,— Himself,  even  when  He 
offers  Himself  at  His  Altar.  Let  others  dispute  about 
ideas  and  terms ;  I  will  humbly  eat  and  drink  in  faith 
with  thanksgiving. 

O  Lord  God,  our  mighty  Saviour,  Who  hast  triumphed 
over  all  enemies  in  Thy  glorious  Besurrection,  Thou 
art  never  weary  of  hearing  the  prayers  of  sinners.  0 
grant  us  the  assistance  of  Thy  Divine  graee  to  under- 
stand the  Holy  Scriptures,  which  tell  of  Thy  marvellous 
attributes,  and  especially  of  Thy  Love, — most  precious 
to  our  souls.  Teach  us  both  to  know  the  Truth,  and 
love  it;  and  to  show  our  gratitude  by  keepin.% «iL  Td;i 
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oommandrnenls  in  a  cheerful  earnest  obedience,— 
our  own  eomfort,  and  Thy  Glory,  May  we  coBSt«itlj 
Beek  the  joy  of  Thy  Presence  in  the  Holy  Commimioii 
of  Thy  Body  and  Blood,  drawing  near  in  deep  contritjiffl 
for  our  many  Bins,  in  faith  of  Thy  promises,  with  prsiea 
and  adoration  of  Thy  Majesty.  As  we  kneel  beto 
Thy  Altar,  vouchsafe  to  yisit  oar  souls  with  the  benj^ 
influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  to  contemplate  the  airftil 
mysteries  with  reverence  and  thajiksgifing  for  this 
Holy  Sacrament  of  Thy  Loyo.    Amen. 


I 


feiirtl)  SH^eOitation. 

For  Friday  of  ike  Second  H'eek  after  Easier. 


Tbb  ApoexLES  ASSBUSLKD  IN  Jebusaixii. 
Ist  POINT.  The  "  Large  Upper  Room."— The  pi 
where  the  two  disciplos,  on  their  return  from  Emmans 
to  Jerusalem,  found  the  Apostles,  and  others,  SBsemhled 
together,  was  the  same  "large  Upper  Eoom,"  where 
they  had  partaken  of  the  Last  Supper  on  the  Eve  of 
their  LorrJ's  Cnicifisirai,  It  helungeii  to  some  faithful 
discjpJe,  whom  He  called  "the  good  man  of  the  houae,'' 
and  afforded  them  a  refuge  in  this  time  of  conAisioE 
By-and-by  we  shall  have  reason  to  know  that  it  wm 
their  general  place  of  meeting.  This  assembly  of  onr 
Lord's  Apostles  "  might  be  taken  to  be  in  some  sense 
the  First  General  Council  of  His  Church,  met  t<^ther 
on  the  most  important  of  all  doctrines,  tbo  truth  of  Hit 
Resurrection."  " 

■  This  has  been  well  eugge;t«]  by  the  baly  man,  th»  Rev.  !auc 
W.  Williams,  who  hnt  passed  away  from  us,  leaving  to  the  Chnrd 
and  people  of  His  Saviour  treasures  of  leameJ  "  HaimoDiee  of  the 
Rospel  HariHtive."  In  eicbsnge  for  Uioae  we  may  believe  that  It 
bae  found  in  the  evorlasling  mansions  a  rich  reward.  He  ■« 
highly  endowed  with  gii\s  from  above,  pi-omised  to  all  who  live  in 
faith,  and  pisyet,  a&  Wt,  '^■iiVi,  'vW^.iit  «iuld  be  all  like- 
minded.    Tlieu  wtat  &  foieuia**  ot  'ew«&«.  ■c™.  wiSi.  lift-iiS^-Wv 
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2nd  POINT.  The  unbelief  of  the  Apostles.— After 
all  we  haye  heard  and  read  of  the  wonderful  Life  and 
Death  of  our  blessed  Lord, — the  Kock  of  our  faith,  the 
Anchor  of  our  hope,  the  Object  of  our  love, — what  would 
have  been  our  forlorn  condition  but  for  His  Eesurrec- 
tion  from  the  grave  ?  St.  Paul  tells  us,  "  If  Christ  be 
not  risen,  then  is  our  preaching  vain,  and  your  faith  is 
also  yain.  ...  If  Christ  be  not  raised,  your  faith  is 
vain,  ye  are  yet  in  your  sins "  (1  Cor.  xv.  14  and  17) ; 
that  is,  ye  are  not  redeemed  by  the  promised  Messias; 
the  Anointed  of  the  Lord  is  yet  to  come.  Miraculous 
as  He  was,  and  though  He  promised  He  would  rise 
again,  the  Eesurrection  came  so  suddenly  upon  the 
Apostles,  that  they  were  bewildered  amidst  the  Jcon- 
fiision  of  the  scenes  in  and  round  Jerusalem.  They 
thought  the  declarations  of  the  women,  to  whom  only 
the  angels  had  appeared,  must  be  "  idle  tales."  True, 
He  had  reyealed  Himself  to  Peter:  but  they  were 
incredulous,  till  they  saw  Him  with  their  own  eyea 
These  were  not  doubts  of  indifference,  but  rather  ot 
loye :  all  their  interests  and  aspirations  were  bound  to 
the  hope  that  He  was  the  Messias,  thinking  to  have 
their  portion  in  His  Kingdom  of  Israel.  They  longed 
to  beHeve  what  they  had  heard;  but  it  was  their 
Master^s  Will  to  be  the  first  to  make  Himself  known  to 
eacli  of  His  chosen. 

3rd  POINT.  Thomas,  Didymus.— As  the  Apostles 
discoursed  at  supper,  inquiring  of  one  another  what 
each  had  heard  or  seen,  and  trying  to  glean  something 
to  depend  upon,  they  would  not  forget  the  promise  of 
the  angels  that  they  should  find  their  Lord  in  Galilee. 
Then  surely  He  could  not  be  in  Jerusalem?  Yet  in 
what  part  of  Galilee  should  they  search  for  Him? 
ShoxQd  they  go  straight  to  the  mountain  of  the  Sermon, 
or  to  Mount  Tabor?  or  to  the  lake  of  Tiberias?  to 
Capernaum,  Nazareth,  or  Cana,  or  to  what  other  familiar 
place?     Then  they  would  ask  who  liiaA sfifeiLT!\iOTSia&, 
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DidymuB?  whither  had  he  gone?  why  not 
them  ?  For,  as  we  shall  presently  find,  he  had  absentrf 
hiniseif  on  this  Sabbath  eveaiiig.  The  faith  of  Tboras 
WttH  weak  ;  perhaps  he  lacked  the  bold  spirit  of  Peter, 
or  the  tender  love  of  John :  for  they  all  had  their  in- 
firmities of  natnre,  differing  one  {torn  the  other.  Pe^ 
haps  he  had  fled  away  further  than  the  rest,  or  atii) 
concealed  himself;  or  for  some  other  cause  he  wM 
absent.  So  it  is  that  moo  atay  away  from  the  gutba^ 
ii^  of  the  Church,  forgetting  their  duty,  and  diaie- 
garding  their  ptiyilege. 

O  Jesu  Christ,  my  Eisen  Lord,  when  I  call  to  mind 
the  many  years  I  have  lived  anaidat  Thy  people,  sad 
having  cionstant  opportunitiea  in  thy  Chnrch  to  lean 
the  wonders  of  Thy  Life,  Thy  agonizing  Death,  and 
Thy  glorious  Resurrection,  I  Inment  the  hardness  of 
my  heart,  that  wonid  not  love  Thy  services,  or  hew 
Thy  word.  Alaa!  Thou  knowest  how  ready  I  have 
been  to  absent  myself;  how  the  least  excuse  has  satisfied 
my  easy  conscience.  Thus  I  have  neglected  the  prajen 
and  praises  which  are  there  offered  before  Thy  throne, 

0  pardon  this  coldness  of  my  affections  towards  Thee, 
my  merciful  and  loving  Eedeomer.  Grant  me  a  ne« 
and  fervid  spirit  of  prayer,  and  a  more  eamoGt  desin 
to  enjoy  the  many  privileges  I  have  in  drawing  neu  to 
Thee.  Help  my  dull  and  earthly  meditatjona,  and  lift 
them  to  Tl^self,  the  object  of  all  wonder  and  admin- 
taon.  Strengthen  my  feith  in  the  truth  of  Thy  Hdj 
Scriptures,  which  are  Thy  gift  to  Man,  that  his  eoiil 
may  be  enlightened  to  all  things  heavenly.    Thus  maj 

1  be  kindled  to  brighter  and  happier  desires,  and  pre- 
paring my  soul  for  Thy  gracious  visitations,  O  JesM, 
the  Saviour  of  sinners,    ^men. 
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For  Saturday  of  the  Second  Week  after  Easter, 

Thb  Assembly  of  the  Apostles — continued, 

Ist  POINT,  Their  sad  remembrances.— It  was  in 
the  evening  of  "  the  first  day  of  the  week/'  the  first 
Christian  Sabbath  after  the  Eesurrection,  when  the 
Apostles  "  sat  at  meat "  in  that  "  guest  chamber/'  How 
many  tender  circumstances  of  their  ^ast  meeting  there 
did  they  ckll  to  mind !  Their  dear  Lord  was  then  in 
the  midst  of  them.  How  sorrowfol^  as  He  sat  at  the 
table,  John  lying  on  His  breast,  while  He  declared  that 
<Hie  of  them  should  betray  Him !  Many  sacred  recol- 
lections would  crowd  upon  them ;  His  condescension  in 
washing  their  feet;  His  calm  silence  when  Judas  went 
out;  His  last  discourse;  His  prayer  to  His  Heavenly 
Father  on  their  behalf.  Deep  their  feelings  of  grief> 
aoad  sad  their  self-reproach,  as  they  discoursed  of  the 
dreadful  events,  which  had  ^effc  them  bereaved  of  all 
their  hopes.  How  could  they  sufficiently  lament  their 
dear  Master,  who  had  loved  tiiem  with  such  surpassing 
love^ — so  gentle,  good,  and  merciful,  bearing  all  their 
eontradictions  with  untiring  patience,— so  wise,  so  holy, 
80  wcMiderf ul  in  miracles  ?  Think  how  He  called  us  His 
friends!  and  now  He  has  sent  us  a  message  by  the 
women,  as  to  "brethren !"  though  we  all  fled  from  Him, 
and  left  Him  in  the  hands  of  His  enemies. 

2nd  POINT,  Their  thoughts  for  the  future.— What- 
ever might  have  been  at  that  moment  the  weakness  of 
their  faith  in  respect  of  their  Lord's  Eesurrection,  the 
Apostles  were  animated  by  a  fire  within  them,  such  as 
had  never  before  been  kindled  within  the  human  breast. 
It  was  their  Divine  Master's  Will  that  ^e^  ^Qra\<^  %<:^ 
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forth  disciples  of  the  "  Great  One  Crucified,"—"  Jesua 
of  Nazareth  the  King  of  the  Jews  ^  His  Cross  should 
be  their  badge.  His  Crown  of  Thorns  their  glory.  The 
same  zeal  that  afterwards  inspired  St.  Fanl  through 
the  visible  appearance  of  Jesns  to  him,  as  he  jonmeyed 
to  Damascus,  would  bom  in  the  minds  of  these  holy 
men  and  martyrs;  it  only  waited  the  ordainfid 
moment  to  break  forth  in  a  flame.  Like  St  Paul  they 
would  be  "troubled  on  every  side,  yet  not  distressed; 
perplexed,  but  not  in  despair ;  persecuted,  but  not  {on- 
-saken;  cast  down,  but  not  destroyed  "  (2  Cor.  iv.  8^). 
Whether  they  regarded  Him  as  a  Prophet,  a  worker  of 
miracles,  a  teacher  of  the  purest  religion  that  men  had 
ever  conceived  of, — combining  all  attributes  of  an 
angelic  nature,  to  raise  man  nearer  to  the  Supreme  God, 
they  loved  and  adored  Him  in  their  hearts, — ^and  had 
worshipped  Him  on  their  knees  as  the  Son  of  the 
Highest  When  He  sent  them  forth  two  and  two  to 
preach,  had  He  not  endowed  them  with  miraculous 
powers  of  healing  the  sick,  and  raising  the  dead?  and 
were  not  devils  subject  to  them  ?  But,  more  than  all| 
His  own  Spirit  was  now  within  them,  though  they  knew 
it  not.  He  had  permitted  them  to  fall  away,  to  desert 
Him,— that  their  ambitious  spirit  might  be  humbled. 
Let  the  earth  keep  silence  before  Him.  The  greatest 
saints  are  sinners  still, — kept  only  by  the  power  of  ffis 
grace, — the  angels  not  pure  in  His  sight  He  had  great 
purposes  towards  them,  which  in  due  time,  after  His 
Ascension,  would  be  made  known  to  the  world  in  the 
glorious  descent  of  the  Holy  Ghost  in  fire  from  Heaven : 
meanwhile  it  was  His  high  Will  that  they  should 
remain  in  the  dark.  Thus  there  was  a  hidden  grandeur 
in  that  little  Assembly  of  fishermen,  more  exalted  than 
all  the  i)ompous  councils  of  kings. 

Srd  POINT.  They  recaU  to  mind  the  Holy  Sacra- 
ment of  the  Lord's  Body  and  Blood. — We  are  not  told 
at  what  \im.e  oi  \]bi&  ^^^mw^Oleopas  and  his  companion 
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came  and  told  the  Apostles  that  they  had  seen  the 
Lord,  and  "  how  He  was  known  of  them  in  breaking  of 
Bread."  "Whenever  that  might  be,  it  would  forcibly 
recall  to  their  minds  how  He  had  broken  and  blessed 
Bread  at  the  Last  Supper,  and  delivered  it  to  each  of 
them,  with  the  Cup  of  Wine,  saying,  "  This  is  My  Body ; 
this  is  My  Blood.  .  .  .  Take  and  eat  this.  .  .  .  Drink 
this  in  remembrance  of  Me."  Li  remembrance?  for 
the  future !  Then  shall  we  not  obey  ?  How  natural 
such  a  question  to  ask  one  of  the  other !  and  to  recall 
His  memorable  words  in  the  Synagogue  at  Capernaum, 
made  more  emphatic  by  that  "  Verily,  verily,"  which 
He  so  often  used,  when  He  would  have  us  most  specially 
mark,  and  remember,  "  Verily,  verily  I  say  unto  you. 
Except  ye  eat  the  Flesh  of  the  Son  of  Man,  and  drink 
His  Blood,  ye  have  no  life  in  you.  .  .  .  "Whoso  eateth 
My  Mesh,  and  drinketh  My  Blood,  hath  eternal  life, 
and  I  will  raise  him  up  at  the  last  day."  Then  be  it 
so :  by  this  sweet  communion  of  love  we  will  be  bound 
together ;  this  shall  be  the  sign,  whereby  we  may  know 
who  are  His  true  disciples,  faithful  and  obedient  to  His 
LAST  COMMAND.  Such  Were  most  probably  their  thoughts. 

O  Lord  my  God,  teach  me  by  Thy  Holy  Spirit  to 
contemplate  Thy  Divine  perfections  with  the  highest 
reverence  and  admiration.  Above  all  I  beseech  Thee, 
raise  all  the  desires  of  my  soul  to  Thy  Presence  in  the 
Holy  Eucharist,  calling  to  mind  Thy  Last  Supper  with 
the  chosen  Twelve,  when  with  Thine  own  hand  Thou 
didst  give  them  the  Bread  of  Life,  and  the  "Wine  of  the 
true  Vine, — which  is  Thyself.  Grant,  0  Lord,  that  in 
this  Holy  Sacrament  of  Love,  with  all  Thy  faithful 
disciples,  I  may  receive  Thee  into  the  very  depths  of 
my  soul.  I  would  not  exchange  that  morsel  of  Bread, 
and  that  drop  of  wine,  for  all  the  treasures  of  the  earth  : 
for  I  know  that  in  them  I  feed  on  Thy  Sacred  Body  and 
Bipod.    All  glory  be  to  Thee  now  and  evei.    Ameu. 
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IttPOIHT.  The  closed  doors. — Whilst  1 
were  thus  assembled  in  the  evening  of 
ReBurrection,  sitting  at  supper,  the  doors  ^ 
fear  of  the  Jews,  close  fastened  in  this  time 
tion,  that  no  one  might  break  in  upon  tb 
miiM  of  their  coramiuungs,  "  Jesus  "HiTnt! 
the  midst  of  tienj."  Not  the  least  soiind  a 
beard,  no  opening  of  doors  gives  notice  of  H 
but  behold,  He  stands  befoie  them !  The  < 
Who  had  hung  on  the  Cross,  and  was  bi 
Tomb,  breaks  miraculously  from  the  worl 
riee  in  His  own  Person  I  Does  this  surprise 
if  ye  shall  see  Him  pass  through  the  everli 
of  Heaven,  and  enter  into  His  Kingdom? 
the  passing  through  bolts  and  locks  to  firm 
the  world  in  tlie  air,  and  makes  the  star 
liquid  light?  Has  He  not  facnlties  beyond 
panies  of  angels,  who  go  in  and  ont  among 
men,  invisible  to  sight,  as  meesengras  of  Hii 

2)id  POINT.     "Peace  bo  nnto  yon."— 
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"  Prince  of  Peace."  When  it  was  first  announced  by 
angels  from  heaven,  they  sang  the  Hynm  of  "  Peace  on 
earth,  good  will  toward  men."  From  the  beginning  of 
His  sojourn  on  earth,  He  preached  the  law  of  peace  and 
gentleness,  forbearance  and  love,  of  which  He  was  the 
Divine  example:  and  now  in  the  end,  having  passed 
through  the  gates  of  death,  and  the  gates  of  Paradise, 
He  opens  the  door  of  the  Sepulchre,  that  He  may  speak 
to  those  who  mourn  for  Him,  "  Peace  be  unto  you." 

3rd  POINT.  The  Peace  of  the  Soul.— TeU  me, 
whosoever  hear  these  blessed  words,  can  you  take  them 
to  your  soul's  comfort?  Have  you  found  that  "Pearl 
of  great  price,"  peace  with  Jesus  Christ  ?  the  peace  of 
forgiveness  through  His  Atonement  before  God, — in 
penitence  for  sins  past,  and  holy  resolutions  for  the 
fatore,  in  grayer,  and  faith,  and  love  ?  Can  you  join 
His  saints  below  in  hymns  with  His  saints  above  before 
the  throne  of  a  merciful  Saviour  ?  If  it  be  so,  and  you 
feel  the  stirrings  of  an  air  from  heaven,  and  your 
heart  glows  with  a  new  warmth,  the  darkness  of  the 
night  is  passed  away :  you  may  give  all  your  affections 
to  Gk>d,  and  His  light  will  shine  upon  you  in  perpetual 
summer.  The  Holy  Dove  has  come  to  you  with  the 
olive-branch  of  peace ;  and  you  are  blessed.  Eejoice, 
and  persevere :  but  rejoice  with  trembling,  lest  the  re- 
turn of  sin  disturb  your  peace :  let  all  your  trust  be  a 
humble  reliance  on  the  Holy  Spirit.  But  if  it  be  other- 
wise with  you,  and  you  are  yet  far  off  from  peace,  then 
pray  fervently,  and  many  times  a  day,  that  the  "  God 
of  peace "  will  visit  you  with  the  fire  of  His  love,  to 
Idndle  new  life  within  your  heart,  and  give  you  com- 
fnrt  Pray  that  you  may  become  as  the  angels,  whose 
chief  service  is,  never  to  leave  off  praise,  and  always  to 
be  praying :  this  is  their  incessant  labour,  yet  without 
labour;  for  it  is  their  highest  joy.  They  who  imitate 
them,  as  far  as  human  frailty  will  allow,  are  changed 
into  the  angelic  nature.* 

*  Drexelius. 
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0  Lord  Almighty,  the  God  of  Peace,  from  Whom 
flow  all  the  fountains  of  Peace,  we  praise  and  glorify 
Thy  Name,  that  out  of  Thy  boundless  Love  for  man 
Thou  didst  raise  Thy  dear  Son  from  the  death  of  the 
Cross  to  the  glories  of  the  Kesurrection.  Thus  hast 
Thou  reconciled  sinners  to  Thyself.  We  humbly  desire 
to  dedicate  to  Thee  our  hearts,  our  affections,  and  all 
the  powers  of  our  being,  to  confide  in  Thy  promises, 
and  rest  under  the  shadow  of  Thy  Almighty  wings. 
Vouchsafe  to  send  down  to  us  the  Holy  Comforter,  One 
with  Thee,  and  Thy  Well-beloved  Son,  in  the  Glory  of  the 
Eternal  Trinity.  May  He  refine  our  souls  from  every 
dross  of  sin,  to  be  as  silver  and  gold  purified.  0  that 
we  might  be  as  vessels  of  holiness  in  Thy  sanctuary,  to 
adorn  Thy  Mercy  Seat ; — not  in  our  own  sufficiency, 
but  hallowed  in  Thy  sight,'  and  accepted  through  the 
anointing  of  our  Great  High  Priest.  He  hath  opened 
to  us  a  way  of  approach  to  Thee  through  the  veil  of 
His  sufferings.  We  beseech  Thee,  for  His  sake  grant 
us  that  Peace  which  passeth  understanding :  give  ns 
leave  to  join  Thy  saints  and  angels  in  Hallelujahs  to 
the  God  of  Love.     Amen, 


feeconli  a^eliitation. 

For  Monday  cf  the  Third  Week  after  Easter. 

Jesus  with  thb  assembled  Apostles — continued. 

1st  POINT.  "  Why  are  ye  troubled  ?"— Our  Lord 
gently  reproved  His  disciples  for  their  want  of  faith  in 
not  believing  them  which  had  seen  Him  after  He  was 
risen ;  yet  He  was  touched  with  a  merciful  and  tender 
sense  of  their  weakness.  He  had  clothed  Himself  in 
their  nature,  and  had  been  in  all  points  tried  with  the 
infirmities  oi  \3afe\T  c^otKniQTL  'Q^ossiiMaitY^-— sin  only  ex- 
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cepted.  He  knew  what  was  in  Man ;  therefore  could 
make  allowance.  Understanding  all  their  thoughts  of 
sorrowful  shame  and  love,  He  calmed  their  fears.  As 
once  before  amidst  the  tempest  on  the  Lake  He  said^ 
"Why  are  ye  fearful,  0  ye  of  little  faith?"  so  now  in 
the  Upper  Boom,  "Why  are  ye  troubled?  And  why 
do  thoughts  arise  in  your  heart  T' 

2nd  POINT,  Christ  the  calm  of  the  Soul.— In  these 
accents  of  comfort  Jesus  the  Eedeemer  speaks  to  every 
troubled  heart,  had  we  but  faith  and  love  to  listen  to 
Him.  We  are  surrounded  by  fears  on  every  side,  fears 
for  ourselves,  fears  for  those  we  love,  fears  that  the 
troubles  of  the  world,  far  off,  or  near,  will  come  to  hurt 
us.  We  fly  to  all  expedients;  but  neglect  the  only 
sure  refage  close  at  hand,  the  Eisen  Christ,  Who  has 
overcome  all  enemies.  Isaiah  beautifully  describes 
Him  "  as  an  hiding  place  from  the  wind,  and  a  covert 
from  the  tempest,  as  rivers,  of  water  in  a  dry  place,  as 
the  shadow  of  a  great  rock  in  a  thirsty  land "  (Isai. 
xxxii.  2).  These  are  His  own  words  in  the  mouth  of 
His  prophet:  and  yet, — ^wonderful  to  say!  we  will 
not  trust  Him.  0  then  seek  Him  wherever  you  are, 
m  the  quiet  of  your  chamber,  by  the  wood  side,  in  the 
fields,  in  joy  and  sorrow,  in  the  circle  of  family  prayer, 
in  the  services  of  His  temple,  in  His  own  Presence  be- 
fore the  Holy  Altar.  Would  that  I  could  always  say 
with  David,  "As  the  hart  panteth  after  the  water 
brooks,  so  panteth  my  heart  after  Thee,  0  God.  My 
soul  thirsteth  for  God,  the  living  God." 

3rd  POINT,  "  Perfect  love  casteth  out  fear."— But 
where  shall  such  perfect  love  be  found  on  earth?  Can 
the  heart  of  man,  so  feeble  and  wavering,  pre-occupied 
l^  love  of  the  world,  so  conscious  of  unworthiness, 
ascend  up  in  perfect  love  to  repose  with  confidence 
before  the  Grod  of  purity  ?  All  things  are  possible  to 
him  that  believeth.  Persevere  in  prayer  to  the  Holy 
Spirit,  and  He  will  strengthen,  refresh,  enli^lvte^ii, 
Banctii^^  and  kindle  your  soul  to  a  fLame  oi  \o^^, — 
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to  be  acconnted  perfect  throngh  the  merits  of  Christ. 
You  have  a  Heavenly  Father  that  careth  for  yoiL 
What  a  hopefal  thought  it  is,  that  in  all  onr  distresses, 
cares,  and  sicknesses  He  loves  and  watches  over  ns, 
as  "  brethren  "  of  His  Eternal  Son !  abides  with  us, 
and  leads  ns  on,  through  aU  the  shadows  of  our  earthly 
path,  to  Heaven,  as  our  proper  home !  No  tempests 
are  tiiere ;  no  tossing  to  and  fro,  no  changing  tides  of 
fears  and  sorrows,  but  perfect  cahn  in  a  safe  harbour  of 
refage.  Angels  are  there ;  and  saints  are  there,  whom 
we  have  loved  and  lost  on  earth ;  above  all,  and  before 
all,  Qod  is  there,  Whom  we  have  prayed  to,  and  yearned 
to  behold  through  all  the  mists  of  error,— but  now 
radiant  before  us  in  eternal  light : — all  procured  for  m 
by  our  Bisen  and  Ascended  Lord,  Who  will  ms^e  our 
joys  supreme  by  His  own  Presence  on  the  Great  White 
Throne, — and  tiie  Holy  Comforter  in  the  midst  of  the 
Throne,  and  amidst  the  "  Seven  Stars  "  and  the  Seven- 
coloured  "Kainbow  round  about  His  throne"  (Eev. 
iv.  3), — ^faint  emblems  of  His  Glory.    Amen, 

ilrajjor. 

0  Saviour,  blessed  Saviour,  Who  shall  speak  the 
thanksgiving,  praise,  and  adoration  due  to  Thee  for  all 
the  glories  prepared  for  those  whom  Thou  lovest?  To 
love  Thee  in  return  is  the  gift;  of  Heaven, — Thine  own 
gift.  Out  of  the  oceans  of  light,  where  Thou  dwellest, 
arrayed  in  robes  of  love,  Thy  Holy  Dove  descends,  with 
breathing  of  heavenly  perfume,  out  of  the  golden  "vials 
on  the  golden  altar.  0  thither  take  my  prayers,  un- 
worthy as  they  are,  to  mingle  with  the  odours  of  Thy 
saiats,  as  an  acceptable  incense.  O  present  them  before 
Thy  Father's  throne,  Thy  Father,  and  my  Father,  Who 
looks  upon  the  face  of  Thy  Love,  and  seeing  that  Thon 
art  present  with  Him,  accepts  the  prayers  of  sinners, 
whom  Thou  hast  washed  in  the  fountains  of  Thy  sacred 
Blood.  Hear  me,  0  Lord  Jesus,  hear-  me  for  Thy 
mercy's  sake.    Ameu. 
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For  Tuesday  of  the  Third  Week  after  Easter, 


Chbiot's  Five  Saoeed  Wounds. 

it  P  01  NT,  His  Wounds  on  the  Cross.— Our  Lord, 
i^  how  dismayed  the  disciples  were  at  His  sudden 
earing  through  the  closed  doors,  gently  calmed  their 
ors:  "Why  are  ye  troubled?  and  why  do  doubts 
B  in  your  mind  ?  Behold  My  hands  and  My  feet, 
;  it  is  I  Myself:  handle  Me,  and  see;  for  a  spirit 
1  not  flesh  and  bones,  as  ye  see  Me  have."  Every 
d  of  Holy  Scripture  is  so  weighty  and  beautiful, 
its  imagery  is  painted  with  such  simple  force,  as  no 
sh  can  improve, — especially  when  it  speaks  of  Him 
o  gave  its  Inspiration.  All  praise  to  the  Holy 
dt  for  clearly  revealing  to  us  just  so  many  of  the 
ate  circumstances  of  the  Saviour's  Eesurrection,  as 
y  conviction  to  the  mind  of  faith,  without  grati^]^g 
r  bold  curiosity.  St.  Augustine  says  those  five 
inds  were  "  titles  of  His  glories."  They  were  signets 
iha  Covenant  of  our  Eedemption,  as  sacred  as  the 
m  seals  that  sealed  the  book  of  mysteries,  which 
n  saw  "  in  the  right  hand  of  Him  that  sat  ux)on  the 
me "  (Eev.  v.  1) :  and  no  man  was  found  worthy 
pen  and  to  read  it  but  the  Son  of  man.  From  those 
open  wounds  flowed  five  fountains  of  His  sacred 
3d,  mysteriously  anointed  with  a  cleansing  virtue, 
rash  away  the  sins  of  the  world, — ^the  world  which 
created  in  spotless  innocence.  Those  living  streams 
ring  blessings  to  the  earth,  and  praises  to  Heaven, 
e  to  "  go  up  by  the  mountains,  and  down  by  the 
eys,"  that  the  Glory  of  the  Lord  might  be  revealed 
.ges  yet  unborn, — yea,  through  the  darkest, comers 
he  nations. 
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2nd  P  01  NT,    The  Wounds  of  His  Glorified  Body.- 
It  was  in  mercy  to  the  feeble  feith  of  Man  that  the 
Bisen  Saviour,  during  the  Forty  Days  He  remained  on 
earth  after  His  Kesurrection,  retained  the  wounds  of 
the  iron  nails,  and  the  ruthless  spear  upon  His  Glorified 
Body.     Open,  yet  bloodless,  palpable,  yet  impassiYe, 
unhealed,  yet  unsmarting,  they  verified  the  truth  of 
prophecy,  the  identity  of  His  person.  His  power  in  the 
Kesurrection.    Each  sacred  wound  had  a  tongue  more 
persuasive  of  truth,  more  eloquent  in  the  praise  of 
Christ's  Glory  in  taking  His  life  unto  Him  again,  than 
the  voice  of  the  angels  at  the  Tomb.     Behold  the 
wounds  on  those  same  hands  that  fed  the  hungiy, 
healed  the  sick,  and  delivered  the  holy  Bread,  and  the 
hallowed  Cup  of  Wine,  for  the  refi:eshment  of  the  souls 
of  penitent  sinners, — but  now  Glorified.      Behold  the 
wounds  on  those  same  feet  that  were  washed  with  the 
tears  of  Magdalene,  and  anointed  by  Mary  of  Bethany, 
journeyed  far  and  near  on  errands  of  mercy,  walked  on 
the  sea  of  Galilee,  and  entered  into  the  cloud  on  the 
Mount, — but  now  Glorified.     Behold  the  deep  wound 
on  that  same  sacred  bosom  which  grieved  for  the  un- 
fortunate, and  rejoiced  with  the  happy,  which  loved  as 
a  Master,  a  Friend,  a  Brother,  and  a  Saviour, — but  now 
Glorified.     Beautiful  wounds !  brilliant  engravings  of 
His  love  for  man ;  the  rich  adornments  of  the  Risen 
Lord  of  angels,  the  Conqueror  of  sin  and  death,— to  he 
carried  into  the  Heaven  of  heavens,  as  trophies  of  His 
victory,  as  warrants  of  free  pardon  to  myriads  of  re- 
deemed souls.     Let   therefore  sinful  men  and  holy 
angels,  saints  below  and  saints  above,  sing  hymns  of 
praise  to  Him  through  earth  and  heaven.    Amen. 

^rd  POINT.  Christ  on  His  throne  of  Majesty.-To 
the  soul  that  has  been  kindled  to  love  its  own  Saviour, 
and  dwells  with  delight  on  the  perfections  of  His 
Humanity,  He  is  "  the  chiefest  among  ten  thousand  *' 
(Cant.  V.  10).     ^\nl^\.  it  contemplates  His  bleeding 
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wounds  on  the  Cross^  and  His  bloodless  wounds  in  the 
Besnrrection^  the  eye  of  fiuth  passes  on  to  His  Majesty 
in  Heaven,    ^hat  if  He  retains  those  five  glorified 
trophies  amidst  the  assembled  saints  around  His  throne  ? 
On  this  abstruse  point  Holy  Scripture  is  silent.    Yet 
the  imaginations  of  men  make  to  themselves  wings,  to 
soar  higher  than  the  Word,  and  take  their  own  fancied 
iminress  of  the  Divine  mysteries, — to  be  seen  and  under- 
stood only  in  the  realms  of  light.    Let  it  be  sufficient 
for  us  to  stand  reverently  within  the  bounds  of  the 
written  Word,  to  believe  that  Christ  hath  ascended  up 
to  the  Heaven  of  heavens ;  and  endeavour  to  live  "  that 
we  may  hereaffcer  see  Him,  as  He  is  in  Glory,  flBLce  to 
fBice."    The  Omniscient  Father  requires  no  memorials 
of  wounds  to  keep  in  remembrance  His  own  eternal 
counsels  of  love  for  Man  in  giving  His  dear  Son  to  the 
Death  of  the  Cross.    They  are  of  One  Mind  from  ever- 
lastings boundless  in  the  same  compassionate  desire 
that  all  the  children  of  Adam  should  partake  in  the 
joys  of  the  Bedeemed.    Let  it  then  be  sufficient  for 
each  of  us  to  say  in  our  hearts,  0  Lord  Jesus,  I  know 
that  Thou  hast  graven  me  on  the  palms  of  Thy  hands 
(IsaL  xlix.  16) ;  and  those  hands  were  pierced  for  me. 
Deeply  registered  in  my  soul  are  the  memories  of  Thy 
nailed  feet,  and  of  Thy  Sacred  Heart,  which  was  stabbed 
for  me.     That  holy  Name  blasphemed  for  me,  and 
fixed  to  Thy  Cross  in  derision,  "  Jesus  of  Nazareth,"  is 
my  gloiy^  and  my  hope.    In  this  humble  spirit  let  us 
pray. 

Prau«* 

O  Lord,  my  Glorified  Saviour,  I  humbly  and  earnestly 
desire  to  contemplate  Thy  Majesty  in  Heaven,  where 
the  saints  cast  their  golden  crowns  before  Thy  throne, 
and  sing  the  song  of  the  Lamb  slain.  But  my  heart  is 
too  cold,  and  my  faith  too  weak,  to  reach  the  fall  en- 
joyment of  their  adoration.  This  only  I  can  attain  by 
the  gift  of  Thy  grace.  0  help  my  infirmitiea*.  1  Yiesftft^ 
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Thee,  speak  to  my  soul  in  the  voice  of  oomfori,  as  Thou 
didst  to  Thy  trembling  disciples,  tha;t  my  feuth  in  Thy 
Resurrection  may  be  strengthened.  Kindle  in  my 
heart  a  warmer  gratitude  for  Thy  sacred  wounds  bleed- 
ing on  the  Cross  for  sinners.  I  would  fain  be  ever  as- 
piring to  a  deeper  and  higher  communion  with  Thee  in 
a  htunble  and  subdued  spirit,  knowing  that  Thou 
lovest  to  visit  the  contrite.  I  will  hold  fast  l%y 
promise  to  reveal  Thyself  even  to  the  unworthy  who 
seek  Thee,  in  the  hope  that  Thou  wilt  be  compassionate, 
and  come  at  last  to  me  the  most  unworthy.  Come, 
Lord  Jesus,  and  fill  me  with  Thy  Love,  that  loving 
Thee  more  than  all,  I  may  rise  through  the  contempla- 
tion of  Thy  wounds  on  earth  to  witness  Thy  Gloiy  in 
Heaven.    Amen. 


■*0^ 


ifourtf)  Q^etiitatton. 

For  Wednesday  of  the  Third  Week  after  Easter. 


"Have  Ye  here  any  Meat?" 

Ist  P  01  NT.  The  Heavenly  Ladder.— Hope  and  fear 
had  alternate  possession  of  the  hearts  of  the  disciples, 
when  they  beheld  their  Risen  Master.  "  Terrified  and 
affrighted  "  at  His  sudden  appearance,  yet  "  were  they 
glad  when  they  saw  the  Lord."  Even  after  He  had 
shown  them  His  open  wounds,  "  they  believed  not  for 
joy,  and  wondered/'  It  was  too  miraculous  to  believe, 
too  great  a  happiness  to  last.  What  if  He  should  vanish 
out  of  their  sight  again,  as  He  did  from  Cleopas?  But 
He  condescends  to  their  weakness.  They  thought  He 
was  a  spirit:  but  He  would  give  them  the  further 
evidence  of  eating  before  them,  that  it  was  Himself- 
Thus  now  every  day  He  graciously  deals  with  the 
infirm  of  purpose,  the  feeble  in  faith,  if  only  they  love, 
and  desire  to  \»\iev^  m'Eliai.    He  puts  our  feet  on  the 
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WBBt  step  of  the  Heavenly  Ladder,  bids  ns  look  up, 
id  climb :  at  each  step  we  gain  a  clearer  view  of  Him- 
If  seated  at  the  top.    At  each  stop  He  is  more  loyely ; 

each  step  the  height  seems  less  penlons ;  each  step 
nfirms  ns  to  the  next;  we  grow  more  bold ;  at  each 
yp  we  think  less  of  the  lower  earth,  pant  more  for  the 
saven  above.  We  listen  to  His  voice  of  enconrage- 
mt :  we  rise  and  rise  till  we  are  safe  in  His  everlasting 
ms.    0  joy  nnntterable !    The  ladder  that  Jacob  saw 

his  vision, — ^the  angels  ascending  and  descending 
K)n  it, — ^was  a  type  of  Divine  mysteries  whereby  we 
im  the  mercifcd  purposes  of  God  for  the  happiness  of 
is  creatures :  it  was  set  up  on  the  earth,  and  the  top 
Eushed  to  Heaven,  showing  how  we  may  rise  to  the 
ra  He  has  prepared  for  ns  in  His  own  Presence. 

2nd  POINT,  The  Fish  and  the  Honeycomb.— 
Save  ye  here  any  meat?"  said  our  Lord  to  His 
sciples ;  "  and  they  gave  Him  a  piece  of  a  broiled  fish 
d  of  an  honeycomb,  and  He  took  it,  and  did  eat 
fore  them." 

Each  action  of  our  Lord,  and  every  word  He  uttered, 
worthy  of  our  meditation.  They  all  have  reference 
ourselves,  to  confirm  our  faith  and  lead  us  in  the 
fch  of  holiness.  Thus  it  was  to  the  end  of  His  sojourn 
earth.  Throughout  the  Gk)spels  there  is  a  com- 
ngling  of  great  miracles  with  the  commonest  incidents 
life,  setting  forth  the  perfect  Godhead,  and  perfect 
mhood,  united  in  His  Person.  As  Man  He  paid 
bute  ordained  by  the  laws  of  man ;  but  as  God  He 
mmanded  the  tribute  money, — stamped  with  the 
age  of  the  Eoman  Emperor,  to  be  taken  miraculously 
fm  the  mouth  of  a  little  fish.  And  now  by  another 
racle  He,  Who  had  been  dead,  and  was  risen  from  the 
i>Ye,  eats  fish  and  honey,  to  convince  His  disciples 
it  I  AM  had  passed  through  the  closed  doors  of  the 
Jpper  Eoom :''  thus  a  piece  of  a  dumb  creature  of  the 
ter,  and  a  piece  from  the  honey-8U>xei&  ol  «sni^ 


k4  .eOIXT.  Ike  Fast  pfl|Mied  for  Chnel'i 
OhhL— We  «aald  m*  kw  ~  «m»  jot  oc  gw  tittle  *  d 
Oe  ■■««»«  ftvaDttetartoriesflf  kings.  Speak  of 
flw  kaaqoeli  of  uiMued  i«iuu«,aemd  in  dkbeG  of 
^oldt  Wfaet  He  a^  coHipu^d  with  this  supper  in 
Ae  hHMUe  "  Gn^  Omabeit  T  SeboM,  the  Son  of 
Ooi  "■M*">Mf»iia  ta  ait  widi  His  disdples  in  a  Glorified 
Bo4r  <■!  tlie  var  te  His  tlmone !  Be  coinforta  then 
wift  WDtdi  oC  l0f«,  'Vvtet:  be  onto  jonf  shovi 
&aB  Hb  ■omde, amd  bids  Stem  speak  for  Him;  ind 
«*ta  bc£]«ie  then  in  s  Biystaj!    He  had  told  them  st 

I  file  Ij«t  Sapper,  Oft  the  ETe  of  His  Cmcifiiion,  "  mh 
desire  I  bave  desired  to  eat  this  Passorer  ^this  Paschai 
Feaet]  wiA  yoa  befine  I  saS^ :  f(>r  I  e&j  imto  yon, 
that  I  will  nert  any  more  eat  thereof,  until  it  be  falfilled 
in  thi:  Kinpdnra  of  Gijd,"— meiuiiu^  that  tiwy  shonM 
sit  down  with  Him  "  in  His  Father's  Kingdom  "  (Malt, 
xxvi.  29).  The  Paschal  Feast  was  past:  for  He, the 
Great  Antitype  of  the  Fafchal  Lamb,  had  been  slajn, 
and  bad  risen  on  this  first  Christian  Sabbath  :  bnt  bv 
Hie  presence  among  the  assembled  disciples  this  supper 
was  a  shadow  of  His  former  one,  and  a  prelude  to  thitt 
Bucharistic  Feast,  which  should  never  cease  in  Hi^ 
future  Church. 

Does  your  heart  yearn  with  something  of  the  love  of 
Christ's  disciples,  and  joy  in  His  presence?  Iheo 
never  forget  that  He  has  prepared  a  rich  Feast  for 
you, — an  open  table,  spread  with  the  choicest  food  for 
every  hungry  and  thirsty  soul,  from  that  day  to  this; 
and  now  especially  at  this  EaRter-tide  of  His  Besnrrec- 
tion  you  are  invited  to  eat  and  drink  in  His  Presence. 
Hero  is  the  test  of  your  sincerity.  If  you  desire  to  be 
called  His  on  earth,  and  to  partake  with  His  saints  in 
tlio  joyu  ot  tt\e  GoViea  tSq ,  tiia  Heavenly  JenisaleiD, 
como  to  ffis  8\i^^i  "itfi-w  *fc  '*«>  Tisai^A.  «^tt*iii*a 
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them,  the  sure  and  certain  pledge  that  yon  shall  inherit 
aU  BKs  promises.  0  that  the  inspired  pen  of  St.  John 
might  persuade  you  to  this  most  precious  earthly  repast, 
leading  on  to  the  Marriage  Supper  of  the  Lamb  in 
Heayen. 

All  praise  to  Thee,  0  most  blessed  Jesus,  Who  by 
Thy  presence,  in  a  Glorified  Body,  to  comfort  Thy 
disciples,  hast  given  us  a  token  of  Thy  mystical  presence 
in  Thy  Church.  We  magnify  Thy  Name  for  the  Holy 
Sacrament  of  Thy  sacred  Body  and  Blood,  to  be  the 
support  and  refreshment  of  our  souls.  Grant  to  all 
who  would  be  called  Thine,  the  spirit  of  love,  to  join  in 
this  sweet  coromunion,  the  pledge  of  Thy  pardon  for  all 
our  sins,  the  very  bond  of  peace,  and  the  lively  hope  of 
life  eternal.  0  turn  the  tmwilling,  enlighten  the  faith- 
less, strengthen  the  weak,  confirm  the  wavering,  that 
we  all  may  joyfully  meet  together  at  Thy  Table,  to 
partake  of  Thee,  the  Living  Bread  that  came  down  from 
Heaven.    Amen, 


Fw  Thursday  of  the  Third  Week  after  Easter, 


The  Divine  Commission. 

lut  POINT,  "As  My  Father  hath  sent  Me.''— We 
are  not  to  measure  the  events  of  Easter-tide, — ^which  is 
the  tide  of  mysteries,  by  the  standard  of  our  own  weak 
perceptions.  Let  the  most  fervid  love,  the  strongest 
fiedth,  and  the  most  exalted  capacities  of  man,  strive  to 
fathom  the  Divine  counsels,  and  there  is  no  plumb-line 
can  reach  the  depths.  Yet  such  is  the  mercy  of  the 
Supreme  to  His  creatures,  that  He  has  bestowed  upon 
them  the  inestimable  gift  of  His  own  "  Book,  oi  BftaXee.^ 


c  ^^^pfc^i«  a^  ^M  Ah; 

4rri  now  He  njs  to 

Me."    This  H( 

diisHe  haiiTenS«d 

His  Deftth, 

au  s  S»  BisarreesraL  Be  exeFoecd  ail  the  st- 
XThmsB  '!£  'ii^  'iiac  ^misci  .^b  CmBmisEioQ ;  more 
■dOKisiIy  T^Tm  ±£  jav.  witsL  die  Father  was  heard  in 
ta  uuiibK  T'lice.  aoii  die  Silj  Ghost  was  eeea  in  ft 
Tiohie  joape.  riptwrng'  upon  Him,  sod  abiding  on  Him- 
hi  dial  hnoc  >n.  dungs  bare  witneeB  to  the  presence  of 
ih«  Boij  Tnnitr;  s  the  rrrer  Jordaa. 

■ivi  FOlS'T.  Christ  oni  Great  High  Prieet-AU 
thR  booka  of  the  wcR'ld  hare  bilcd  to  do  justice  to  the 
manf  high  tittes,  figures,  and  types  of  excellency,  and 
AiVjaij,  nnder  which  oni  Lord  is  represented  in  the 
JliblB.    To  pem  \t^,  ^  ''^  ToaToeat,  all  other  Hie 
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one, — our  "  Great  High  Priest."  Christ  was  "  a  Priest 
for  ever  after  the  order  of  Melchisedek/'  David  so  calls 
ffrni  in  the  110th  Psalm,  the  whole  of  which  is  a  de- 
icription  of  Christ's  Kingdom,  Priesthood,  and  Glory. 
St.  Panl  quotes  this  as  the  saying  of  God,  and  throngh- 
3nt  the  5th  chapter  of  his  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews  he 
iwellfl  with  delight  on  Jesus,  the  High  Priest,  Who 
''  being  made  perfect,  became  the  Author  of  eternal 
salvation  to  all  them  that  obey  Him :  called  of  God  an 
High  Priest  after  the  order  of  Melchisedek,  of  whom 
we  haye  many  things  to  'say,  and  hard  to  be  uttered, 
seeing  ye  are  dull  of  hearing  "  (Heb.  v.  9-11). 

Who  then  was  Melchisedek  ?  He  lived  nearly  2000 
jreaiB  before  Christ.  He  was  ''King  of  Salem,  the 
Priest  of  the  Most  High  God  "  (Gen.  xiv.  18).  Thus  he 
sombined  the  offices  of  King  and  Priest.  To  Him 
Abraham,  "the  friend  of  God,"  paid  allegiance,  and 
gave  tithes :  therefore  he  was  higher  than  Abraham. 
3t.  Paul  says  he  was  "  first  by  interpretation  King  of 
righteousness,  and  after  that  fdso  King  of  Salem,  which 
IS,  King  of  x)eace;  without  father,  without  mother, 
without  descent,  having  neither  beginning  of  days,  nor 
md  of  life :  but  made  like  unto  the  Son  of  GU)d,  abideth 
I  Priest  continually.  Now  consider  how  great  this 
[nan  was,  unto  whom  the  patriarch  Abraham  gave  the 
tenth  of  the  spoils"  (Heb.  vii.  2-4).  Then  He  goes  on 
to  say,  "After  the  simiUtude  of  Melchisedek  there 
ariseth  another  Priest  .  .  .  holy,  harmless,  undefiled, 
separate  from  sinners,  and  made  higher  than  the 
heavens "  (Ibid.  15  and  24).  Thus  was  our  Lord  and 
Master  the  Divine  Antitype  of  His  servant  Melchisedek, 
— coming  in  his  "  sioiiUtude,"  but  taking  to  Himself  a 
higher  and  "unchangeable  Priesthood,"  and  is  now 
"  set  on  the  right  hand  of  the  throne  of  the  Majesty  in 
the  heavens." 

Srd  POINT,  "Even  so  send  I  you."— Such  being 
the  Commission,  which  Christ  received  from  His  Father, 
the  same  He  delivered  to  His  Apostles.    The^  ^€t^\i^ 
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carry  forward  the  great  work  of  conyerting  a  reprobate 
world  to  holiness.     This  change,  as  all   experience 
shows,  can   alone  make  man  happy, — which  is  the 
merciful  design  of  God.    When  the  tree  of  righteous- 
ness blossoms,  it  perfumes  the  air,  and  brings  forth 
froits  that  would  make  the  world  like  the  garden  of 
Paradise,  if  it  prevailed  nniyersally.    But  alas!  the 
original  sin  of  Adam  has  entailed  its  own  cnrse;  in- 
stead of  the  fruit  of  the  Tree  of  Life,  we  have  thorns  and 
thistles,  and  apples  of  ashes  in  the  mouth.    His  Gwn 
Divine  Commission,  therefore,  Christ  transmitted  to 
His  Apostles :  on  this  day  of  His  rising  again  to  life 
they  received  their  Ordination.    They  would  live  but  a 
short  time,  be  persecuted,  and  martyred,  as  He  was 
Himself.     But  that  which  is  Divinely  appointed  can 
never  come  to  an  end,  till  all  be  fulfilled.     They  haTe 
their  successors ;   and  the  authority  of  the  Priesthood 
has  from  their  day  to  this  been  perpetuated,  claiming 
the  reverence  and  obedience  of  all  who  profess  to  be 
disciples  of  the  Great  High  Priest.     They  who  bear 
the  Commission  derive  from  a  source  higher  than  the 
anointing  of  Kings.      Whilst  "sceptres  and  crowns 
tumble  down/'  and  disappear,  our   High  Priest,  and 
Bishop  of  souls,  reigns  in  Glory.      He  said  to  His 
Apostles,  "As  My  Father  hath  sent  Me,  even  so  send  I 
you ;"  and  His  parting  words  to  them,  as  He  ascended 
into  Heaven  were,  "Lo,  I  am  with  you  alway,  even 
unto  the  end  of  the  world,"  meaning  that  those  who 
were  ordained  to  the  Holy  Priesthood  in  His  Church 
should  never  lose  His  presence  and  protection. 

4:Ch  POINT.  We  all  bear  a  Commission.— Call  to 
mind  that  our  Lord  sent  forth  seventy  disciples  before 
His  face  to  every  city  and  place  "  whither  He  Himself 
would  come "  (Luke  x.  1).  He  would  have  all,  high 
or  low,  rich  or  poor,  who  profess  to  be  His  disciples, 
take  His  easy  yoke  upon  them.  Li  one  sense  or  other 
we  hold  a  Commission  from  Himself;  and  may  not 
disregard  tlae  a\iici\.  «.«!«\5ai\»^^  la^i&i  ^ve  of  our  trost 
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)  haye  all  been  baptized  in  His  Name,  signed  with 

sign  of  His  Cross,  adopted  as  children  of  His 
evenly  Father,  and  as  such  are  His  "  brethren/* — yea 

very  meanest.  In  our  various  walks  of  life  we  can 
h  enter  on  His  service ;  each  be  as  an  angel  in  our 
le  circle,  bearing  the  olive  leaf  of  peace,  as  the  dove 
the  Ark,  the  reconciler  of  differences,  to  smooth  the 
ubled  waters  round  us : — and  how  sweet  are  all  the 
ces  of  love !  what  a  power  there  is  in  gentleness,  for- 
krance,  and  self-restraint!  We  can  always  set  the 
jnple  of  a  Christian ;  persuade  some  to  try  the  charm 
religion ;  instruct  the  young  and  ignorant,  comfort 

sorrowful,  visit  the  sick ;  or  be  zealous  in  other  deeds 
jharity.  When  Christ  comes  in  His  Glory  to  judg- 
nt,  every  kind  act  done  by  one  to  another  will  be 
sounted  as  a  sacrifice  of  love  offered  to  Himself;  and 

shall  hear  those  memorable  words,  "Verily  I  say 
to  you.  Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of  the 
st  of  these  My  brethren,  ye  have  done  it  unto  Me  " 
att.  XXV.  40). 

3  mighty  Saviour,  our  Great  High  Priest,  Who  hast 
landed  into  the  heavens  to  Thy  throne,  grant  me  Thy 
rdon,  and  blessing,  that  being  reconciled  to  Thee 
rough  repentance,  I  may  serve  Thee  in  peace.  I 
nise  Thy  Name  that  Thou  hast  ordained  a  Holy 
iesthood  in  Thy  Church  for  the  remission  of  sins, 
)  administration  of  Thy  Sacraments,  and  other  means 
grace.  Grant  me  the  spirit  of  reverence  for  their 
►ly  Office,  and  persons,  and  of  obedience  to  their 
•rd.  "  May  I  honour  and  love  the  Ministers  of  Thy 
'6,  the  Ambassadors  Thou  dost  send  in  Thy  stead,  to 
seech  us  i^inners  to  be  reconciled  to  Thee ;  to  offer 
y  enemies  conditions  of  love,  of  love  eternal.  0  may 
)ver  hefiff  them  attentively,  practice  their  heavenly 
jtrine,  imitate  their  holy  examples,  pay  them  their 
BS,  and  revere  their  censures."  *    Amen, 

*  Bishop  Ken. 
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For  Friday  of  the  Third  Week  after  Faster. 


"Hb  breathed  on  Them." 

Ist  POINT.  Christ's  Breath  of  Love.— All  the 
evidences  of  our  Lord'»  Identity  as  their  Risen  Master 
&Ued  to  convince  the  Apostles ;  they  saw  Him,  toached 
Him ;  He  eats  before  them :  but  astonishment  mingled 
with  fear  had  possession  of  their  minds.  He  had  lain 
cold  in  death;  and  could  the  dead  live?  as  the  inspiied 
Ezekid  asked  the  Lord  in  the  valley  of  bones,  and 
would  not  believe  until  the  Divine  breath  "  came  into 
them,  and  they  lived/' — then  he  believed.  Jesns 
graciously  condescended  to  their  doubts;  He  would  let 
them  feel  the  warmth  of  His  vit^l  Breath,  and  know 
that  the  chill  of  the  grave  had  passed  away,— "He 
breathed  on  them."  In  this  mystery  of  our  Lord's 
Breath  there  is  nothing  of  the  fearfolness, — the  terror, 
which  Holy  Scripture  would  inspire,  when  it  speaks  of 
the  breath  of  the  Lord  of  Hosts  that  "  kindleth  coals, 
and  a  flame  goeth  out  of  His  mouth  "  (Job  xli.  21).  "We 
have  heard  the  breath  of  the  Saviour's  voice  stilling  the 
water- floods  on  the  Sea,  of  Grennesareth,  and  delivering 
the  chained  demoniac  of  Gadara  from  the  iron  bondage 
of  fiends,  commanding  them  down  to  the  deep.  We 
have  heard  Him  denounce  woes  upon  woes  against  the 
Kulers  of  Jerusalem ;  and  in  a  tone  of  solemn  grandeur 
prophesy  the  deeper  condenmation  of  the  wicked  in  the 
Day  of  Judgment.  But  here  was  calm  as  J;he  stillness 
of  the  night;  all  was  Love; — that  Divine  attribute,— 
the  very  nature  of  God, — for  GrOD  is  Love,— pervades 
the  Upper  Boom.  That  voiceless  Breath,  fresh  from 
Paradise,  had  a  virtue  more  celestial  than  the  air, 
whieb  the  sainte  »X>aN^  \s.\»  'Wca.t*  moment  breathed,— 
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prived  as  it  was  of  His  presence. .  They  who  had  simg 
id  hymns  of  triumph,  when  He  entered  in,  now 
Lung  their  harps  on  the  willows,"  and  were  silent, 
e  saints  in  the  "  Guest  Chamber"  were  happier;  for 
)y  possessed  Him.  0  that  I  could  be  so  possessed ! 
see  Him  Glorified  with  the  fixed  eye  of  faith,  lin- 
•uded  by  the  mists  of  a  lower  world,  and  know  for 
iiain  that  He  breathes  within  me ! 

Ind  POINT,  He  breathes  ever  on  His  Church.— 
is  wonderful  history  is  written  for  our  learning,  to 
nfort  us  through  the  struggles  and  sorrows  of  our 
3ry-day  life ;  to  strengthen  our  faith ;  to  lead  us  on 
ip  by  step  to  happier  realms,  where  the  presence  of 
r  Saviour  refreshes  the  celestial  hills  and  valleys: 
here  is  a  river,  the  streams  whereof  make  glad  the 
y  of  God,  the  holy  place  of  the  tabernacles  of  the 
)st  High"  (Psalm  xlvi.  4).  Fear  not  because  Jes^s 
s  gone  away  for  a  time :  He  is  gone  before  to  prepare 
place  for  us  by  His  Father*s  throne ;  gone  to  come 
Bun,  and  lead  us  there.  He  breathed  on  His  Apostles, 
3  first  Bishops  and  Priests  of  His  Church.  But  He 
s  a  breath  for  us, — no  less  Glorified,  no  less  Divine. 
d  He  love  them  better  than  His  Church?  nay,  rather 
)  loved  them  for  His  Church.  They  were  chosen 
ly  to  be  the  officers  of  His  palace,  the  ministers  of 
is  Will,  His  messengers,  the  channels  of  His  rich 
unties  to  His  people, — those  Holy  Sacraments  of  His 
•pointment,  which  were  to  be  the  very  joy,  the  very 
e, — the  precious  spiritual  life  of  all  His  faithful, 
irely  His  Church  is  His  Kjngdom  on  earth.  He  t^lls 
so  in  every  page  of  His  written  Word.  For  this  He 
me  on  earth,  and  suffered,  rose  again,  and  ascended 
the  Heavenly  Jerusalem,  the  Golden  City,  "  wherein 
no  Temple,  for  the  Lord  Grod  Almighty,  and  the 
unb,  are  the  temple  thereof;"  neither  is  there  "  sun, 
tither  moon,  for  the  Glory  of  God  hghtens  it,  and  the 
unb  is  the  light  thereof"  (Rev.  xxi.  ^i-^Y   ^^^ 
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thence  the  Bisen  and  Ascended  Sayiotir  beholds  with 
favour  His  ordained  Church.  He  regards  the  Succe&son 
of  His  Apostles  with  a  scrutinizing  eye,  whether  they 
teach  the  Word  of  Life  as  He  and  the  Apostles  taught, 
or  otherwise:  whether  they  stand  to  the  truth  of 
Scripture,  or  follow  their  own  imaginations,  raising 
altars  to  others  than  Himself,  and  burthening  men's 
consciences,  like  the  Scribes  of  old,  with  vain  traditions: 
whether  they  add  to  the  doctrines  of  His  Altar  that 
which  pert£dneth  not  to  the  Altar,  or  take  away  the 
Beality  of  His  Presence  in  the  Bread  and  Wine,  which 
are  offered  on  His  Altar.  His  Breath  yet  lives  in  the 
Books  of  Holy  Writ,  which  His  Breath  inspired;  there 
may  be  found  aU  that  His  Bishops  and  Priests  were  to 
teach :  and  this  they  were  to  do  in  soberness  of  wisdom, 
and  temperateness  of  judgment,  never  forgetting  that 
His  ordained  Apostles  were  men  of  holy  lives,  who  had 
forsaken  all  things  to  follow  Him,  and  loved  Hitti  aboTe 
all  else  in  the  world. 

3rd  POINT,  He  breathes  His  love  on  all  the  faith- 
ful.—Christ  Jesus  our  Lord  is  the  only  sure  Eock  of 
our  faith,  and  our  hopes,  present  or  future ;  and  in 
this  especially,  that  whilst  He  sits  on  His  throne  we 
have  His  promise  that  He  will  be  with  each  of  us,  if  we 
desire ;  for  we  are  members  of  His  Church,  and  every 
soul  is  precious  before  Him.  He  constantly  sought  out 
oue  man  here,  and  another  there,  blind,  or  dumb,  sor- 
rowful mourners,  or  distempered  souls,  as  if  all  the 
sympathies  of  the  Saviour  of  a  world  were  centred  in 
an  individual.  You  and  I  therefore  are  not  forgotten, 
as  all  can  joyfully  testify,  who  have  ever  yearned  after 
Him,  and  sought  Him  out.  He  breathes  into  us  a 
sweetness  more  fresh  than  the  balmy  breath  of  a  spring 
morning ; — and  once  felt  within,  and  cherished,  is  a 
perpetual  summer.  What  a  joy  it  is  to  know  that  He 
is  still  with  us !  In  His  Church  we  have  a  city  of 
refuge,  a  saucWot^  *,  m^Jcosi  ^-va  ^«rala  we  have  visions 
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of  Heayen :  in  His  Church  a  tabernacle  of  sacred  rest ; 
within  US  the  fire  of  His  Love:  in  His  Church  the 
Holy  Sacrament  of  His  Body  and  Blood,  and  there  His 
more  especial  Presence;  within  our  home-circles  a 
fisunily  altar  of  prayer,  and  praise, — and  His  presence 
too :  He  has  a  Breath  of  blessings  for  both.  The  Holy 
Spirit,  Who  presides  in  His  Church,  deigns  to  visit  us 
in  our  closest  retirement,  and  gives  His  angels,  as 
guardians  of  our  daily  walk.  Jesus  breathes  through 
the  homes  of  the  righteous  in  all  lands :  His  presence 
makes  them  as  *'  the  valleys  spread  forth,  as  gardens  by 
the  river's  side,  as  the  trees  of  lign  aloes  which  the 
Lord  hath  planted^  and  as  cedar  trees  beside  the 
waters  "  (Nimi.  xxiv.  6). 

Come,  Lord  Jesus,  breathe  into  my  heart  the  humble 
spirit  of  prayer,  such  as  a  peiiitent  sinner  ought  to 
offer :  purify  it,  purge  it  of  every  remnant  of  Self,  and 
graciously  take  possession,  that  it  may  be  Thine. 
May  Thy  Breath  be  transfused  into  my  soul:  then 
shall  my  prayers  ascend  with  the  perfume  of  an  ac- 
ceptable incense, — all  Thy  gift,  Thy  grace.  Thy  power, 
Thy  love.  I  desire  nothing  but  Thee:  having  Thee 
I  shall  have  the  richest  possession  of  Thy  promises.  0 
poidcm  the  words ;  there  is  sin  in  the  very  thought,  for 
snch  as  I  am, — ^unclean ;  and  the  angels  are  not  pure 
in  Thy  sight.  I  will  keep  silence,  and  wait.  I  know 
that  Thou  art  merciful.  Pardon  me,  if  I  seem  to  be 
presumptuous.  Thou  canst  make  me  whatsoever 
seemeth  fit  in  Thy  infinite  Wisdom.  K  it  please  Thee 
to  condescend  to  my  unworthiness,  grant  my  soul  to 
be  made  by  Thy  Spirit  a  Temple  of  holiness  to  my 
Qod :  then  will  I  build  an  altar  there,  and  endeavour 
to  keep  &r  from  it  everything  that  defileth :  then  shall 
my  sacrifices  of  praise  and  prayer  never  cease,  the  fire 
of  love  bum  there  night  and  day,  and  lYve  \KmL^  Q^i\i^^ 
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"  Secxite  te  tbb  Holx  G-ho 

Is*  POINT.  Onr  Lord's  Five  Wo: 
WotmdB.— What  a  great  and  glorious  Da 
when  all  mysteries  shall  be  made  clear  i 
of  God,  and  of  the  heavenly  powers ! 
ever  the  beatitndee  of  tjte  saints,  redei 
the  merits  of  their  Saviour,  will  be  made  ; 
and  for  ever  they  will  join  the  never^jei 
of  "Allelnia  to  the  Lord  God  Almif 
wonderful  revelations  are  reserved  for 
Light  1  the  feeble  will  be  made  strong,  t 
flding,  the  bold  subdued,  the  presnmpt 
Then  and  for  ever  one  pure  stream,  de 
from  the  Biver  of  Life,  sluill  ponr  its  refi 
of  Eternal  Truth  into  each  iiomortal  sool. 
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gave  the  Holy  Ghost  for  us.  The  wounds  certify  His 
power  to  raise  Himself  from  the  grave :  the  Words  His 
authority  to  bestow  the  richest  gift  of  heaven. 

St.  John  the  Evangelist  was  a  true  and  faithful  wit- 
ness of  tiie  things  which  he  had  seen  and  heard ;  the 
disciple  of  a  Lord  Who  stood  before  the  world  as  a  per- 
fect model  of  humihty,  Who  was  Truth  itself,  the  Way 
of  Truth,  the  Life  and  the  Light  of  Truth,  Whose  first 
and  leading  thought  from  first  to  last  was,  to  glorify 
the  Father.  Hearing  the  testimony  of  St.  John  to  the 
Five  Words,  which  proceeded  from  the  Divine  lips,  be- 
stowing the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  every  religious  mind 
can  judge  which  was  Master  of  the  secrets  of  Heaven,— 
the  heathen  governor  Pontius  Pilate,  who  said  "  BE- 
HOLD THE  MAN,"  or  Christ,  Who  claimed  to  be  the 
Son  of  God,  and  said,  "  Before  Abraham  was  I  AM." 

2nd  P  OINT.  The  Gift,  and  the  Power  of  the  Gift.— 
Our  Lord  had  now  satisfied  the  unbelief  of  the  Apostles : 
fidth  had  chased  away  every  lingering  doubt ;  they  be- 
lieved and  rejoiced;  tiieir  hearts  were  swept,  and  gar- 
nished,— fitted  for  the  Holy  Ghost  to  enter  in.  There- 
fore He  said  unto  them,  "  Keceive  ye  the  Holy  Ghost." 
He  was  going  away ;  they  might  lose  the  strengthening 
power  of  that  Divine  Breathing,  just  before  imparted 
to  them:  therefore  He  would  at  once  bestow  a  more 
abiding  Gift,— even  the  Holy  Ghost,  Whom  He  had 
promised  to  send  down  to  them,  after  His  departure, 
in  those  memorable  words  at  the  Last  Supper.  Thus 
as  a  tender  Master  He  would  give  His  servants  their 
promised  legacy  beforehand.  The  Holy  Ghost,  One 
from  eternity  with  the  Father,  and  the  Son,  is  imparted 
to  these  poor  illiterate  Fishermen,  showing  the  Unity 
of  Purpose  and  Will  of  the  ever-blessed  Three  Persons 
of  the  Holy  Trinity,  Christ  still  on  earth,  brings  down 
out  of  all  the  choice  treasures  of  the  Heaven  of  heavens 
the  richest  Gift,  so  rich,  so  precious,  so  powerful,  so 
comforting,  so  joyful,  so  mysterious,  that  to  speak  of  it 
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would  but  exhaust  the  feebleneBS  of  htiman  words  to 
expiess, — yet  would  not  express  the  attributes  of  the 
Holy  Ghost,  which  surpass  man's  understanding.  We 
can  but  admire  and  praise,  wonder  and  adore. 

Christ  knew  the  nature  of  the  Gift,  haying  bronght 
it  with  Him  from  Heaven.  It  might  be  enough  to  say 
that  it  was  from  Grod,  Who  is  the  confidence  of  all  tbe 
ends  of  the  earth ;  Who  by  Himself  setteth  fust  the 
mountains:  Who  stilleth  ihe  noise  of  the  seas,  and 
the  tumult  of  the  people  (Fs.  Ixv.  5-7).  "  Reoeiye  ye  the 
Holy  Ghost.  Whosesoever  sins  ye  remit,  they  are  re- 
mitted unto  them :  and  whosesoever  sins  ye  retain,  they 
are  retained.''  The  remission  of  sin  to  all  who  wonld 
receive  it  with  a  fedthfol  and  obedient  heart,  was  the 
object  of  His  mission  on  earth.  He  had  acccHnplished 
the  task :  He  had  opened  a  fountain  in  His  own  most 
precious  Blood,  which  had  a  healing  virtue  for  all  the 
nations  of  the  world.  Now  on  His  departure  He  dele- 
gates to  His  beloved  the  power  of  pronouncing  pardon 
to  the  contrite, — ^to  be  transmitted  for  all  time  to  His 
Church.  By  His  Word,  by  His  promises,  the  chain  of 
succession  continues  unbroken-  The  power  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  is  the  power  of  God ;  for  They  are  One,  and 
Christ  is  One  with  Them,  in  Glory  equal,  in  Majesty  co- 
eternal, — All  imited  in  love  to  man.  "  The  time  would 
fail  me  to  tell,"  as  St.  Paul  says,  the  efficacy  of  feuth, 
which  is  from  the  Holy  One.  The  Acts  of  the  Apostles 
bear  witness  to  the  power  thus  committed  to  them,— 
how  zealously  they  wrought  out  the  Will  of  their 
Master :  and  the  Epistles  are  a  rich  commentary  on  His 
words,  by  those  who  best  knew  His  mind. 

Srd  POINT.  The  Blessing.— Those  blessed  words, 
"  Receive  ye  the  Holy  Ghost,"  live  to  each  of  us.  He 
breathed  on  the  Apostles :  the  Gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost 
was  in  the  Breath :  now  He  breathes  on  us ;  and  we 
receive  the  Divine  Gift.  It  is  an  ordinance  of  mercy 
from  Heaven,— di  cele&tial  Gift.    It  has  no  likeness,  nor 


to  MedUation.  545 

aimilhade  on  earth;  all  types  and  figures  are  weak  to 
convey  the  slightest  image  of  It  It  is  the  Breath  of 
God.  It  conveys  a  blessing  to  the  individual  man: 
and  however  he  longs  that  others  had  a  part  in  the 
same  joyous  Gift,  he  keeps  the  secret  in  his  inmost 
soul:  it  is  unspeakable.  Let  one  endeavour  to  tell 
another  man  what  the  Holy  Spirit  has  done  for  him, 
how  it  has  brought  him  out  of  sin  to  holiness, — out  oi 
darktieas  into  marvellous  light,-— breathed  into  him  the 
farea&  of  life, — and  he  seems  to  speak  in  an  unknown 
tongoe ;  a  vacant  look,  or  an  eye  of  wonderment,  silence, 
or  a  suppressed  smile,  is  the  answer.  But  blessed  be 
God,  it  is  a  reality ;  and  being  His  Gift,  none  can  take 
it  from  us.  We  turn  back  to  the  Divine  Fountain 
whence  it  flowed,  and  pray  with  thanksgiving.  This 
is  the  refuge  of  tiie  believer :  Pbayeb  is  the  everK)pen 
permitted  interconmiunion  between  his  soul  and  the 
Holy  Spirit,— the  chain  let  down  in  mercy  to  draw  the 
heart  of  the  creature  to  the  Creator.  The  blessing  of 
the  Holy  Ghost  comes  in  answer  to  prayer, — comes  in 
the  prayer ;  while  we  pray :  you  hear  it  not  by  the  ear ; 
yet  it  is  a ''  still  small  Voiob,"  seeking  for  an  echo  in 
the  soul :  if  It  finds  one.  It  whispers  again ;  if  not.  It  is 
edlent  Elijah  understood  this:  the  Lord  was  not  in 
the  wind,  nor  in  the  earthquake,  nor  in  the  fire,  but  in 
^'the  still  small  voice:  and  so  it  was,  when  El^ah 
heard  it,  he  wrapped  his  &ce  in  his  mantle  "  (1  Kings 
zix.  11-13).  "  Blessed  are  the  ears  which  hear  tiie  pulses 
of  the  Divine  whisper."* 

O  my  soul,  would  you  have  the  blessing  of  this 
Breath,  the  presence  of  the  Holy  Ghost  within  you? 
then  desire  It;  even  that  is  a  gift:  pray  for  It;  that 
is  also  a  gift:  neither  the  desire  to  receive,  nor  the 
prayer  to  possess,  are  from  within,  for  your  affections 
are  of  the  earth,  earthy ;  and  the  Holy  Spirit  is  heavenly. 
All  must  come  from  above,  that  Grod  may  be  all  in  all. 

*  Thomas  k  Kempis. 
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Ton  have  His  Word,  that  points  the  way :  yon  ha^e 
the  Truth,  that  gives  the  promise:  if  yon  haye 
the  Holy  Spirit,  you  have  Life,  and  all  is  well.  Hear 
what  our  Lord  says, — "  Verily,  verily  I  say  imto 
you.  Whatsoever  ye  shall  ask  in  My  Name,  that  will  I 
do.  If  ye  shall  ask  anything  in  My  Name,  I  wUl  do  it 
And  I  will  pray  the  Father,  and  He  shedl  give  yon 
another  Comforter.  .  .  Whatsoever  ye  shall  ask  the 
Father  in  My  Name,  He  will  do  it."  Then  ask  the 
Highest  Gift, — ^which  is  God  ;  and  He  will  give  Hjmsku 
to  you.  This  is  the  assurance  of  our  most  hlessed 
Saviour :  He  declares  that  the  Father  will  come,  that 
the  Son  will  come,  that  the  Holy  Ghost  the  Comforter 
will  come,  and  "  make  their  abode  with  you."  Is  there, 
can  there  be,  a  higher  blessing  on  earth  tiian  the  posses- 
sion of  the  Sacred  Trinity?  Even  the  Heaven  of 
heavens  can  give  no  higher :  only  here  we  possess,  as 
unclean  sinners;  there,  as  saints  redeemed,  and  puri- 
fied. Bead  attentively  the  imperishable  14:th  and  15th 
chapters  of  St.  John's  Gospel ;  and  pray  over  them,  that 
the  blessing  of  the  Comforter  may  be  with  you. 

Come,  Holy  Ghost,  breathe  into  our  cold,  dull  hearts 
Thy  celestial  fire.  0  grant  unto  Thy  servants  the 
earnest  desire  of  Thy  presence,  to  dwell  within  ns. 
Thou  dost  receive  the  homage  of  the  Cherubim  and 
Seraphim ;  and  all  the  hosts  of  saints  and  angels  ia  the 
highest  heavens  cry  before  the  throne  of  the  Sacred 
Trinity,  "Holy,  Holy,  Holy,  Lord  God  Almighty." 
We  sinners  are  not  worthy  to  join  their  praises  of  adora- 
tion; nor  so  much  as  to  lift  up  our  voices  in  the 
prayers  and  hymns  of  Thy  Church  on  earth.  Thou 
only  canst  anoint  our  souls  with  Divine  grace.  Inspire 
within  us  a  stedfast  faith  in  every  word  of  our  Blessed 
Saviour,  the  comfort  of  hope  in  His  promises,  and  the 
fire  of  grateful  love  for  all  the  wonders  of  His  mercy  to 
sinners.    May  ^jg  bxia^  before  Him  tears  of  repentance 
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UP  part  in  the  sins  of  the  world,  which  brought 
o  the  Cross;  may  we  rejoice  in  His  Eesurrection ; 
low  that  He  hath  ascended  again  to  the  Glory 

He  had  from  Etemiiy  with  the  Almighty  Father, 
?hee,  0  Holy  Ghost,  may  we  do  honour  to  His 

in  a  devout  and  obedient  life.  We  desire  to  be 
les  of  our  Divine  Master,  following  His  example 
mility,  meekness,  and  charity.  Teach  us  to  sub- 
irselves  to  those  who  are  set  over  us  in  His  Word 
Eujraments:  to  be  gentle  to  all;  generous  to  His 

and  teach  the  joys  of  a  holy  life  to  those  who 
the  darkness  and  sufferings  of  sin.    Amen, 
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ifiWt  Sl^eliftatfon^ 

For  Sunday  of  the  Fourth  Week  after  Fastet\ 

ThB  DiTINE  Ck)N8B0BATI0N  OF  THS  WoBLD. 

lift  POINT.  The  World  reconsecrated  by  the 
Presence  of  the  Son  of  Gkxi. — God  consecrated  this 
World  in  the  beginning,  when  "  He  saw  everything  that 
He  had  made,  and,  behold,  it  was  very  good ;"  and  He 
blessed  Man,  created  in  His  own  image.  Alas!  too 
soon  provoked  to  wrath  by  Adam's  transgression,  He 
said,  "  Cursed  is  the  ground  for  thy  sake  f  but  in 
mercy  gave  the  promise  of  a  Saviour.  Jesus,  the  Son 
of  God,  by  Whom  this  world,  and  all  worlds,  were 
created,  deigned  to  take  upon  Him  the  infirmities  of  an 
Infant  in  a  stable.  But  whilst  below  in  human  nature, 
still  in  the  Divine  upon  His  throne  in  Heaven  (John  iii. 
13),  He  was  worshipped  by  the  Cherubim,  as  now  they 
worship  Him  for  ever  in  His  ascended  Glory.  By  His 
Presence  the  World  again  was  consecrated  and  blessed. 
Not  all  the  impurities  of  men  in  hateful  forms  of  Sin 
could  quite  efface  the  virtue  of  His  first  foot-mark  on 
the  dust  of  the  earth.  Again  the  World  was  hallowed 
at  His  Baptism  in  the  river  Jordan  by  the  sensible 
Presence  of  the  Holy  Trinity ; — the  Father  audible  to 
the  ear  by  His  Voice;  the  Holy  Ghost  visible  to  the 
eye  in  a  gliding  Flame,  described  by  the  Evangelist  as 
the  semblance  of  a  Dove,  — "  like  a  Dove,'*  descending 
out  of  the  open  heavens,  and  lighting  and  abiding  upon 
Him. 

2nd  POINT.  Christ  confirmed  this  Re-consecratioD 
by  the  Gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost— Every  day  of  our  Lord's 
remaining  on  earth  as  God-Man  confirmed  this  conse- 

►tion.    But  lio^  ^s.^cMaiJX'^  ^  ^^c!^-wiiEL1£  to  leave  the 
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World,  He  would  crown  all  by  a  Sacrament  of  Confirm- 
ation. He  breathed  on  His  Apostles,  and  said,  "  Be- 
ceive  ye  the  Holy  Ghost.**  It  was  as  ihe  "laying  on  of 
hands"  by  the  Chief  Bishop  of  souls.  It  was  the 
richest  of  all  gifts,  —His  last  legacy  of  Love  to  the  World 
for  whose  salvation  He  had  died,  and  risen  again.  In 
that  Divine  Breathing  was  the  Power  of  His  Heavenly 
Father,  of  Himself,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  It  would 
50  forth  from  the  Upper  Boom  through  all  nations, 
carrying  with  It  the  Divine  blessing,  the  knowledge  of 
bhe  true  Grod,  and  of  J'esus  Christ  His  Son,  as  the  only 
(ure  foxmdation  of  happiness  on  earth. 

Srd  P  01  NT,  Our  Portion  in  the  Blessing.— If  such 
Bras  the  Saviour's  inestimable  Gift  to  the  World,  and 
aow  confirmed  by  His  breathing  the  Holy  Ghost  upon 
the  Apostles,  what  are  our  privileges  conferred  in  the 
Legacy,  what  the  duties  imposed  upon  us  ?  Shall  we 
reject  the  Gift,  or  take  It  with  Its  conditions?  We 
must  do  one,  or  the  other.  If  we  decline,  we  shut  cur- 
sives out  from  the  inheritance :  if  we  accept,  be  it 
idth  thankfulness,  and  an  honest  purpose  to  abide  by 
he  expressed  commands  of  the  Giver,  that  it  may  turn 
X)  a  blessing, — not  to  the  reproach  of  neglect.  He  loved 
;he  World ;  and  so  do  we :  but  oh  how  immeasurably 
iistant  is  Love  Divine  from  human !  He  so  loved  the 
SVorld,  that  He  gave  Himself  for  it,  to  make  it  pure, 
aid  draw  all  its  love  to  God :  we  also  love  it ;  but  only 
br  Sblf,  that  we  may  use  it  to  our  own  advantage  by 
iny  means,— right  or  wrong.  It  rests  with  each  one 
ndividually  to  rise  beyond  this  atmosphere  to  the 
ligher  angelic  nature.  Go  forth,  as  the  Apostles  did, 
o  deal  bread  to  the  hungry,  to  set  an  example  of  holy 
iving,  each  in  his  or  her  appointed  sphere,  to  make 
mown  the  blessings  of  religion,  to  teach  the  young  and 
gnorant,  and  lead  them  to  the  love  of  Jesus  Christ,  the 
Saviour  of  sinners.  This  is  your  part  in  His  Consecra- 
ion  of  the  World.    Do  this;  and  you  mil  txo\»  \iK^^ 
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lived  in  vain:  yon  shall  find  a  rich  portion  of  His 
peace  and  joy  here,  and  His  everlasting  Presence  here- 
after^— the  consummation  of  blessedness. 

0  Jesus  Christ,  my  Lord  and  Master,  hear  my  humble 
voice.  I  confess  and  lament  the  years  I  have  misspent; 
my  lost  opportunities  of  peace  and  joy ;  how  I  haye 
lived  to  Self;  how  I  have  sought  my  happiness  in  the 
vain  objects  of  the  world,— those  things  miscalled 
pleasures,  which  have  proved  to  be  no  pleasures,  but 
deceitful  visions.  Thus  I  have  neglected  Thee,  and  the 
joys  of  a  religious  life.  I  beseech  Thee,  pardon  all  that 
is  past  0  breathe  into  me  Thy  Holy  Spirit;  for  I 
desire  to  enjoy  Thy  !|?resence  in  my  soul ;  and  by  Thy 
strength  assisting  my  weakness  I  wHl  henceforth  glorify 
Thy  Name  by  hving  unto  Thee.    Amen, 


For  Monday  of  the  Fourth  Week  after  Faster. 


Jerusalem  after  the  Eesubbectigk. 

1st  POINT,  Was  the  Jewish  Passover  duly  cele- 
brated on  the  Day  of  Crucifixion  ? — "  Jesus  of  Nazareth/' 
our  Divine  Lord,  yielded  up  the  ghost  at  three  o'clock  on 
the  evening  of  the  14th  day  of  the  Jewish  month  Nisan. 
This  was  the  hour,  day,  and  month  rigidly  observed  for 
the  sacrifice  of  the  Paschal  lambs  from  the  time  of 
Moses.  Those  lambs  were  types, — to  prefigure .  the 
future  Death  of  the  Anointed  Messias.  Christ,  the 
Lamb  of  God,  was  the  Great  Antitype  of  all  sacrificial 
lambs  from  the  day  of  Abel ;  and  being  sacrificed  at 
the  exact  \iiiie  oiAsvimad,  K<a  fulfilled  the  law  and  the 
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)rophets  in  a  wonder fal  manner,  showing  forth  the 
Umighty  Providence  of  God  in  bringing  to  pass,  through 
listant  ages,  His  own  Divine  purposes.  The  minds  of 
he  Kulers,  who  ought  to  have  been  in  the  Temple  for 
he  celebration  of  the  great  Jewish  ceremonial,  were 
ntently  fixed  on  the  Death  of  Jesus.  In  the  early 
Homing  they  assembled  together  in  council  to  delibe- 
rate, and  decide  His  condemnation ;  then  later  in  the 
lay  accusing  Him  before  Pontius  Pilate ;  afterwards 
t)eneath  His  Cross  wagging  their  heads  in  reproach, 
md  reviling  Him ;  and  at  last,  at  the  moment  when  He 
5ommended  His  Spirit  into  His  Father's  hands, — ^in  the 
midst  of  the  earthquake, — ^the  veil  of  the  Temple  behind 
^e  great  altar  was  rent  from  the  top  to  the  bottom,— to 
the  terror  of  all  beholders,  and  a  signal  of  God's  wrath 
igainst  the  slayers  of  His  Well-beloved  Son.  For  these 
reasons,  we  consider  it  probable,  the  Paschal  sacrifice 
Dn  that  day  was  interrupted,  foreshowing  that  the 
Sacrifice  of  the  Great  Antitype  was  to  abolish  the 
sacrifice  of  the  typical  lambs ; — even  as  the  Christian 
sabbath  would  displace  the  Jewish. 

2nd  POINT.  The  Jews  in  Jerusalem.  —  The 
iwellers  in  the  Holy  City,  and  the  thousands  who  came 
from  distant  countries  for  the  great  feasts,  were  always 
much  divided  in  opinion  concerning  the  nature  of  our 
Lord,  His  character  as  a  Prophet,  and  His  office  as  the  ex- 
pected Messias.  The  wonderful  works  of  healing  lepers, 
the  blind,  and  dumb,  and  raising  the  dead,  astonished 
them :  "  Many  believed  in  His  Name,  when  they  saw 
the  miracles  that  He  did."  Others  were  moved  by  His 
wisdom,  His  persuasive  discourses,  and  His  beautiful 
Parables :  "  He  taught  them  as  One  having  authority, 
Emd  not  as  the  Scribes."  "How  knoweth  this  Man 
letters  [they  said],  having  never  learned  ?**  And  He 
answered  that  He  came  from  Gkxl.  What  then  must 
have  been  the  thoughts  of  hundreds  of  thousands,  who 
same  to  the  feast  of  the  Passover,  N7la.eii  \)![i<s^  ^^^t^ 


been  se^i;  the  Meeeiaa  EimBelf  has 
wonudi  have  been  seen ;  Be  has  app 
men  and  women,  who  gloiy  in  eppew 
The  ciowdB  begin  to  know  that  the  C 
miracles.  Who  claimed  to  be  the  Son  of 
and  the  Son  of  the  Higheet  as  G!ad,  ord 
tiie  Jewish  kingdom  over  the  Gentile  n 
pat  to  death  by  the  jealons  Priests, 
posed  their  hypocrisy,  their  graed  of 
blse  teaching.  Judge  then  what  most 
confusion  and  anger  of  the  mnltitndes. 

9rd  POINT.  Caiapbas,  and  Pontii 
can  imagine  the  first  meeting  between 
Priest,  and  the  Roman  Governor,  whe 
established,  that  Jesus  of  Nazareth  had 
grave  ?  Caiaphas,  the  cold  unbetieTin^ 
Pontins,  the  impotuons  soldier,  reckless 
lees  of  truth,  have  occasion  to  see  each 
in  Jemsalera  in  their  several  departme 
joined  in  assent  to  the  Death  of  the  Son 
else  they  were  divided,  hating  each  oth 
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be  &lse  aoGUser  of  the  Innooent  One^  Pilate  His  unjust 
idge;  the  Priest  rejoicing  in  the  success  of  his  schemes, 
be  (TOYemor  angered  and  fretful  at  haying  been  the 
.upe  of  his  artifices.  Caiaphas,  jealous  of  the  Great 
^rophet's  influence.  His  wisdom,  and  miracles,  hating, 
nd  fearing  Him,  now  rejoiced  in  His  destruction; 
*ilate  admiring  Him  as  a  "just  man,"  of  wonderful 
jrtitude,  overawed  by  His  claim  to  be  the  Son  of  God, 
LOW  lamented  that  he  had  put  Him  to  death.  Bitter  their 
Grants  and  reproaches  one  of  the  other :  but  each  had 
is  own  motives  for  not  making  their  quarrel  public, 
rhich  could  only  bring  disgrace  on  both.  Thus  the 
doked  always  have  their  compromises,  till  further 
rimes  bring  them  to  destruction.  Caiaphas  was 
jeposed;  Pilate  destroyed  himself. 

0  most  meek,  gentle,  and  patient  Saviour,  Who  wast 
9d  as  a  lamb  to  the  slaughter,  and  as  a  sheep  before 
ler  shearers  is  dumb,  so  Thou  openedst  not  Thy  mouth, 

grieve  when  I  thhik  of  Thy  dreadful  agonies  and 
)eath :  but  am  ashamed  that  I  so  soon  forget  them,  to 
ccupy  my  thoughts  with  the  objects  of  Self,  and  the 
Vorld.  Yet  I  love  to  behold  Thee  in  Glory,  seated  on 
?hy  throne.  Then  I  rejoice,  and  am  thankful,  know- 
ag  that  I  am  saved  by  Thy  Cross,  healed  by  Thy 
tripes,  washed  in  thy  crimson  Blood,  and  though  my  sins 
tave  been  as  scarlet  they  are  made  white  as  wool  in 
he  sight  of  my  Heavenly  Father  by  those  purifying 
treams.  Surely  He  saw  the  travail  of  Thy  expiring 
oul;  and  though  His  wrath  might  be  justly  kindled 
.gainst  my  offences.  He  was  satisfied  to  pardon.  0 
each  me  not  only  to  adore  Thee  in  my  spirit,  but  to 
LOOLOur  Thy  Name  in  my  hfe.  I  utterly  renotmce  the 
ompany  of  the  wicked,  who  are  so  false  and  selfish.  I 
nil  hide  me  in  Thy  sacred  Wounds,  as  a  sure  refuge 
rom  the  snares  of  the  enemy,  and  the  contradiction  of 
ixmers.    I  desire  to  love  Thee  only,  dearer  VSoaxi  i'aKkv^ 


/ 


/  / 
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certified  of  the  Rcsnrrectiaii  of  th^    .^  ^       f' 

Besides  the  other  portentous  signs.  ^  ■':  ' ** 

heavens,  the  earthquake,  and  tb?  f;  ?;  ^^ 

the  Temple,— behold,  the  boc^'  f  V 

long  since  buried,  whose  j  V  I  ■  ;. 

whose  sepulchres  they  t^X:'"  ■ 

forth,  and  appear  to  ma^  [^  -     ■ 

been  seen;  the  Messivr::  ; 

wounds  have  been  ar  <    .  .  ^ 

men  and  women,  ^7-        .  i»iWiU 

The  crowds  begin        •  ^  Wwk  (^  Etiiter. 

miracles,  Who  cl?> :  _^ 

«?^  f"^  ^"^f  *'  ■        ^  BBUBBBanOT-«memti«l. 
the  Jewish  kin' 

put  to  deatb;'^  ■      iie   Templa— The'  Jews,  who  ^ 
posed  their  ,      /ly  Giiy  from  distant  oonntries  for  ibd 
false  teachi'      ^  return  to  their  homes.    Wonderfal  takB 
oonfosion      jave  to  tell  of  the  Bisen  Messias.    Ere  they 
jOey  would  onoe  more  -visit  the  Temple,— tte 
3rcf  /  #ject  of  their  national   reverence  and  pride, 
can  im  .iiey  had  listened  to  His  discourses  and  Parables; 
Fries'^aen  Him  drive  out  the  Priests  and  noisy  money- 
esta|;0igBrs ;  and  make  Himself  invisible,  when  the  Je^ 
gr^  up  stones  to  kill  Him.    They  would  satisfy  them- 
P^^fOB  by  seeing  with  their  own  eyes  the  veil  before  the 
l/^bemacle,  so  miraculously  rent  in  twain.    They  little 
/^agine  how  soon  His  prophecies  against  the  Temple 
would  be  fulfilled,— how  of  all  those  magnificent  build- 
ings, "  there  shall  not  be  left  one  stone  upon  another 
that  shall  not  be  cast  down  "  (Matt.  rriv.  2).    The  eyes 
of  men  are  dull  to  see  the  coming  judgments  of  the 
Almighty  on  national  sins;  sure  and  certain,  though  He 
seem  to  tarry.   "  Shall  not  God  [said  the  Saviour]  avenge 
His  own  elect,  which  cry  day  and  night  iinto  Him, 
though  He  bear  long  with  them  ?    I  tell  you  that  He 
will  avenge  them  speedily"  (Luke  xviii.  7-8).    And 
now    behold    the    Temple,  as  it    is,  a  Mahomedan 
mosque  \    T\ie  3  e^^  \>c^^  \3oft\tiiaKRk  V^osoeath  the  outer 
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wall:  and  snch  are  the  sad  divisions  among  the 
Churches  of  Christ,  that  they  cannot,  or  will  not,  unite 
against  the  infidel,  to  regain  possession  of  the  Temple, 
that  Jesus  may  be  worshipped  in  Zion !  How  sorrowfal 
that  question  of  His  was,  "When  the  Son  of  Man 
Cometh,  shall  He  find  fidth  on  the  earth  ?"  (Luke  xvii.  8). 
We  have  neither  faith,  nor  love,  to  unite  in  prayer  for 
the  hastening  of  that  glorious  day,  when  Isaiah's  pro- 
phetic song  shall  be  sung,  "Awake,  awake ;  put  on  thy 
strength,  0  Zion;  put  on  thy  beautiful  garments, 
O  Jerusalem,  the  Holy  City;  fpr  henceforth  there  shall 
no  more  come  into  thee  the  uncircumcised  and  the  un- 
clean '*  (Isai.  lii.  1). 

2nd  POINT.  The  Holy  Sepulchre.— One  place 
there  was  in  Jerusalem  of  universal  interest,  that  would 
draw  the  anxious  crowds  together, — ^the  Holy  Sepulchre, 
where  the  Crucified  Jesus  had  been  laid :  some  from 
curiosity,  others  with  feelings  of  sorrow,  or  of  wonder, 
hope,  and  joy.  Thither  many  would  resort,  who  had 
been  "  disciples  in  secret  for  fear  of  the  Jews ;"  but 
others  who  had  long  followed  Him  as  their  Lord  and 
Master, — faithful  men  and  women;  some  healed  of 
diseases,  some  touched  to  the  heart  by  His  discourses, 
or  the  sight  of  His  sufferings.  Of  these  would  be  the 
women,  who  "  bewailed  and  lamented  Him,"  when  they 
beheld  Him  faint  and  feeble  under  the  burthen  of  His 
Gross,  laid  on  those  wounded  shoulders ;  to  whom  He 
gttid,  "  Daughters  of  Jerusalem,  weep  not  for  Me ;  but 
weep  for  yourselves,  and  for  your  children  "  (Luke  xxiii. 
28).  With  what  deep  reverential  interest  would  all 
such  look  down  into  the  Sepulchre,  to  see  the  linen 
clothes  lying  in  one  place,  and  the  napkin  that  was 
about  His  head  in  another, — all  carefully  wrapi)ed  up  by 
the  angels.  And  there  tiie  hundred  pounds  weight  of 
myrrh,  scattered  in  pieces  on  the  bare  earth!  Surely 
they  who  loved  Him  would  gather  them  up,  to  be 
preserved  as  preciouB  reliques  of  meinom\.    Oivfe  xoa^V 
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almost  say,  WotQd  that  some  such  remained  to  tis  now! 
But  what  need  of  reliqnes  ?  which  superstition  loyes  to 
multiply,  making  those  things  to  be  reliques  of  Jesos 
which  are  no  reliques,  but  inventions  of  fanaticism  or 
craft.  0  for  the  day,  when  that  Holy  Sepulchre  shall 
be  released  from  its  Mahomedan  guardianship,  and 
from  the  strange  desecration  of  ChristianB  of  opposite 
creeds,  loying  their  Lord,  yet  contending  with  unholy 
passions  about  the  offeriogs  upon  His  altar,  which  in 
earlier  times  of  piety  was  raised  to  His  honour.  0  fof 
the  day,  when  all  religious  strife  shall  cease ;  and  "the 
wolf  shall  dwell  with  {he  lamb,  and  the  leopard  lie 
down  with  the  kid  .  .  .  and  a  little  child  shall  lead 
them  "  (Isai.  xi.  6).  ? 

3rd  POINT.  The  Cross.— Thousands  there  must 
have  been  in  Jerusalem,  hearing  of  our  Lord's 
Eesurrection,  who  went  forth  to  Golgotha,  the  scene  of 
His  sufferings,  to  stand  beneath  the  Cross  of  Shame, 
where  His  wicked  persecutors  had  nailed  His  tender 
teet  and  hands.  There  they  would  read  Pilate's 
inscription,  "  Jesus  of  Nazareth  the  King  of  the  Jews." 
Amidst  that  multitude  would  be  many  sorrowful 
believers.  Perhaps  there  were  some  of  those  soldiers 
who  had  pierced  Him,  or  divided  His  garmenis  among 
them,  and  cast  lots  for  that  Holy  Coat,  "  without  seam, 
woven  from  the  top  throughout "  (John  xix.  23).  Perhaps 
the  converted  Centurion,  and  those  who  were  with 
him, — the  admiring  witnesses  of  that  more  than  human 
patience  and  fortitude, — would  say  again,  "  Truly  that 
was  the  Son  of  God." 

Little  did  those  crowds  imagine  that  the  Saviour's 
Cross  of  Shame  would  become  the  Glory  of  the  world,— 
to  be  engraven  on  every  pious  heart,  be  woven  by  the 
nations  on  their  flags  of  war,  end  their  banners  of 
peace;  to  surmount  every  Christian  cathedral  and 
church',  to  make  sacred  in  village  churchyards  the 
graves  oi  miXWoiia  oi  ^oswac^^^V'aefe  <^^y  hope  on  the 
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bed  of  death  would  be  faith  in  the  Cross  of  Christ. 
Strange  to  say,  some  there  are,  who  even  now  turn 
away  from  this  joyful  symbol  of  their  religion,  as  if  it 
were  a  sign  of  superstition !  What  will  be  their  thoughts 
when  they  behold  this  *'sign  op  the  Son  op  Man, 
coming  in  the  clouds  of  heaven  with  power  and  great 
glory?"  (Matt.  xxiv.  30).  Let  us  cast  away  all  pre- 
judice, and  hardness,  all  love  of  Self,  and  of  Selfs 
errors — imbibed  in  early  education,  or  amidst  the  strife 
of  tongues,  and  opinions  called  "  doctrines,"  which  are 
BO  doctrines  of  the  Holy  One,  Who  commanded  all  men 
to  love  one  another,  to  deny  themselves,  to  take  up  His 
Gross,  and  follow  Him.  Blessed  and  hallowed  is  that 
sign  and  symbol  of  the  beloved  Saviour's  Cross,  Who 
there  hung  in  agonies  for  the  sake  of  sinners. 

0  Lord  God,  my  Crucified  Saviour,  I  beseech  Thee, 
teach  me  to  meditate  with  reverence  and  gratitude  on 
Thy  Cross,  where  Thy  beautiful  form,  and  Thy  tender 
hands  and  feet,  were  nailed  for  me.  May  that  Sacred 
Sign  never  cease  to  be  deeply  impressed  on  my  heart, 
as  the  sweetest  memorial  of  Thy  mercy  to  sinners. 
May  it  kindle  within  me  new  affections,  more  devout 
aspirations,  more  purity  of  thought,  more  steadfast  and 
humble  resolves  to  serve  and  honour  Thee  in  a  life  of  holi- 
ness. O  that  I  might  be  as  an  angel  of  light,  to  bring 
others  to  know  and  to  love  Thee ;  and  lead  them  in  the 
paths  of  pleasantness  towards  Thy  Heavenly  Kingdom. 
Hear  my  unworthy  prayers  on  behalf  of  all  mankind, 
that  Thy  Holy  Spirit  may  join  them  together  in  one 
heart,  one  consent  of  doctrine,  one  form  of  worship,  one 
earnest  desire  to  promote  Thy  Glory.  0  cast  Thy  bright 
beams  of  Ught  upon  Thy  Church,  that  we  all,  being 
oilightened  by  the  doctrines  of  Thy  blessed  Apostles 
and  Evangehsts,  may  so  walk  in  the  light  of  Thy  truth, 
tiiat  we  at  length  attain  to  the  light  of  everlasting  life. 
Atnen, 
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Fo7'  Wednesday  of  the  Fourth  Week  after  Easter, 


WhITHEB  did  OUB  LoBD  go  AFTXB  the  FUtST 

Sabbath  ? 

Ls^  POINT,  To  Bethany?— After  leaving  the 
Apostles  in  that  **  Guest  Chamber,"  assembled  on  the 
first  sabbath  at  supper — ^before  so  disconsolate  at  His 
loss,  but  now  so  joyful  at  having  found  Hitti  again— 
whither  did  our  Eisen  Lord  go  ?  He  did  not  meet  them 
again  in  the  same  place  till  the  next  sabbath ;  and  in 
the  interval  He  appeared  to  many  others  in  His  own 
mysterious  way.  This  may  be  gathered  from  St  John 
and  St.  Paul  (John  xx.  80,  xxi.  25,  and  1  Cor.  xv.  5-7). 
It  is  very  refreshing  to  dwell  in  thought  on  many 
probable  visits  He  may  have  deigned  to  pay  to  those 
He  especially  loved,  who  had  shown  a  tender  attach- 
ment to  His  Person,  or  given  some  remarkable  evidence 
of  their  faith.  In  His  Omniscience  He  knew  who  were 
most  worthy ;  and  the  motives  that  prompted  each  act 
He  had  no  need  of  sympathy,  or  hand  to  minister 
comfort,  when  this  whole  world,  and  all  worlds,  were 
His :  but  when  testimonies  of  faith  or  love  were  offered, 
He  graciously  received  them :  and  how  rich  the  rewards 
He  conferred!  as  now  He  does  from  the  heavenly 
heights.  Of  this  number  the  family  at  Bethany  first 
occurs  to  the  mind. 

2jid  POINT.  Lazarus  and  his  sisters.— These  had 
been  supremely  blessed  in  our  Lord's  often  accepting 
their  hospitality  at  times  when  He  was  grieved  by  the 
hardness  of  unbelievers.  In  their  family  circle  He 
found  the  qualities  that  constitute  happiness, — piety, 
gentleness,  axi^  \on^j  \M^\i  ^ven  now  smell  sweet 
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before  His  throne.  There  by  a  miracle,  greater  than 
ever  before,  or  ever  since  heard  of, — except  His  own 
Besurrection,  He  raised  the  dead  man  Lazarus,  and 
restored  him  to  Mary  and  Martha.  He  did  not  love 
them  the  less  for  that.  Even  in  our  own  poor  natural 
way  we  regard  with  fresh  interest  those  on  whom  we 
have  bestowed  a  benefit,  believing  that  it  binds  them 
the  closer  by  a  tie  of  gratitude.  Alas !  how  often  He 
Who  is  the  fountain  of  all  gifts  meets  with  cold 
returns,  indifference  and  neglect.  Man  considers  him- 
self scandalized,  if  charged  with  ingratitude  to  man ; 
but  feels  no  shame  for  evil  returns  to  God.  It  was 
not  so  in  the  family  at  Bethany.  Think  for  a  moment 
what  must  have  been  their  feelings  when  He  suddenly 
entered  through  the  dosed  door!  Contemplate  the 
raised  Lazarus,  and  the  Eisen  Lord,  £a,ce  to  face,  the 
receiver  of  life  and  the  Giver.  The  body  of  Lazarus 
warmed  by  the  life-spirit,  summoned  from  the  unseen 
world  by  the  voice  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth, — and  the  sacred 
Body  of  the  Crucified  Saviour,  reanimated  by  His 
Divine  Soul,  fresh  from  Paradise,  and  Glorified  by  His 
Supreme  Will!  WTiat  a  contrast!  Lazarus  had 
mouldered  in  the  grave ;  but  it  was  not  possible  that 
the  Holy  One  of  God  should  see  coiTuption  (Ps.  xvi  10 ; 
Acts  ii  24  and  27) :  yet  whilst  the  body  of  Lazarus 
showed  no  mark  of  death,  the  Eisen  Body  of  Christ 
bears  the  prints  of  the  Five  open  Wounds  of  the  Cross, 
Tifiible  to  every  eye. 

Srd  POINT.  Our  Lord  was  to  ascend  from  Be- 
thany.— A  peculiar  interest  attaches  to  the  idea  that 
Christ  may  have  visited  the  family  at  Bethany  before 
going  to  Galilee.  We  have  seen  how  that  little  town 
was  the  point  of  several  remarkable  scenes  in  the 
history  of  His  Life ;  and  to  crown  all.  He  was  to  ascend 
into  the  heavens  from  Bethany.  Traditions  differ  as  to 
the  exact  spot;  but  Scripture  is  precise.  St.  Luke 
says,  'IHe  led   them  [the  Apostles]  out  as  fax    Q& 
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Bethany  .  .  .  and  was  parted  from  them^  and  carried 
up  into  heaven**  (Luke  xxiv.  50-61).  And  in  the 
Acts  of  the  Apostles  it  is  said,  "  Then  returned  they 
unto  Jerusalem  from  the  Mount  called  Oliyet,  which 
is  from  Jerusalem  a  sabbath  day's  journey  "  (Acts  i.  12). 
Bethany  is  just  ''  a  sabbath  day*s  journey,''  and  on  a 
spur  of  "  the  Mount  called  Olivet."  Little  could  Mary 
and  her  sister,  and  Lazarus,  penetrate  their  Master's 
mind.  He  was  all  mystery  and  reserve.  But  He  had 
fore-ordained  the  spot,  firom  whence  He  would  ascend 
to  His  throne. 

Eraser, 

O   Lord,  my  Saviour,  Thou  readest  every  secret 

thought  of  every  heart;  and  knowest  how  unwortby 

I  am  to  come  before  Thee.    But  Thou  hast  graciously 

said  to  all,  *'  Seek,  and  ye  shall  find ;  knock,  and  it  shall 

be  opened  unto  you."    Behold,  Lord,  I  seek  Thy  Divine 

grace,  that  1  may  find  strength  and  comfort.    0  do 

Thou  inspire  my  heart  with  the  zeal  of  Martha,  and  the 

loving  faith  of  Mary,  whom  Thou  didst  deign  to  Tisit 

on  earth.    As  Thou  didst  raise  Lazarus  from  the  grave, 

so  vouchsafe  to  raise  me  from  the  death  of  sin  to  a  life 

of  holiness.    Teach  me  henceforth  to  sit  at  Thy  feet, 

and  hear  Thy  words  of  wisdom.    Thou  art  the  Giva 

of  life  here  and  hereafter ;  the  Fountain  of  all  joy.    0 

refresh  my  soul,  and  the  souls  of  all  who  are  dear  to 

me,  with  the  streams  of  Divine  Truth,  which  Thou 

hast  given  us  in  Thy  Holy  Scriptures.      There  we 

learn  the  wonders  of  Thy  Heavenly  Father's  Love  in 

being  reconciled  to  His  disobedient  children  through 

the  merits  of  Thy  suffering  Death,  and  Thy  glorious 

Eesurrection.    0  grant  unto  me,  sinner  that  I  am,  a 

devout  spirit  of  Prayer,  tiiat  praying  continually,  I  may 

receive  the  richest  of  Thy  promised  gifts, — the  presence 

of  Thyself  in  my  soul.  In  that  all  true  believers  possess 

humble  confidence,  and  constant  peace.    Glory,  praise, 

and  thanksgiving  \y^  xmio  T\vae  for  ever.    Amen. 
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Ibr  Friday  of  the  Fourth  Swnday  after  Easter, 


Whitheb  did  oub  Lobd  go  aftbb  the  fibst 
Sabbath  ? — continued. 

1st  POINT.  To  Joseph  of  Arimathea ?— In  the 
midst  of  the  general  dispersion  of  disciples  Joseph 
probably  went  home  to  Arimathea,  which  was  only  a 
few  miles  from  Jerusalem.  It  was  called  Bamah  in 
more  ancient  days,  the  birth  and  burial  place  of 
"  Samuel  the  Seer,"  the  greatest  prophet  between 
Moses  and  Isaiah.  We  have  seen  how  Joseph  had 
hewn  out  of  the  rock  of  Calvary,  in  the  midst  of  a 
garden,  a  new  tomb  for  himself,  **  wherein  never  man 
before  was  laid."  Had  that  tomb  but  once  breathed  of 
the  impure  dead,  the  Holy  One  of  Gkxi  would  never 
have  been  buried  there ;  for  it  was  not  possible  that  Ho 
should  see  corruption  (]?s.  xv.  10 ;  Acts  ii.  27)  Joseph 
was  an  honourable  counsellor,  and  well  pleasing  in  the 
sight  of  God,  because  he  was  "just  and  good :"  he  was 
chosen  to  a  ^high  distinction,  which  for  ever  gilds  his 
name  in  the  Christian  annals.  He  joyfully  dedicated 
his  new  tomb  to  be  the  Holy  Sepulchre  of  his  Crucified 
Lord.  Assisted  by  Nicodemus,  the  converted  Pharisee^ 
he  took  down  the  wounded  Body  from  the  Cross, 
wrapped  It  in  fine  linen ;  embalmed  It  with  an  hundred 
pounds  weight  of  myrrh,  and  laid  It  gently  in  the 
Sepulchre ;  rolled  a  great  stone  to  the  door,  and  retired 
with  his  friend  sorrowing.  They  could  truthfully 
testify  that  Jesus  of  Nazareth  ''was  crucified,  dead, 
and  buried.''  Joseph  had  done  all  that  a  faithful 
disdi^  could  do  to  show  his  reverence.  But  all 
his  hopes  were  buried  in  that  tomb.  Wonderftd 
though  his  Master  was  in  wisdom,  mighty  in.  xoix^AV^^ 
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so  lovely,  loving,  and  Divinely  gracious.  He  had  gone 
the  way  of  all  flesh, — had  returned  to  the  dust.  He 
imagined  that  the  prophecies  were  yet  to  be  fulfilled  in 
a  future  true  Messias.  Nevertheless  he  might  weep 
for  Him,  as  a  dear  and  honourable  friend,  and  cherish 
the  ihemory  of  His  virtues  till  the  day  of  his  own  death. 
He  would  prepare  another  tomb  for  himself, — perhaps 
in  some  distant  land.  Jerusalem  had  no  longer  any 
charms  for  him:  it  was  a  wicked  city,  doomed  to 
destruction,  as  the  beloved  Jesus  prophesied. 

2nd  POINT,  Nicodemus. — What  if  Nicodemus  was 
now  the  guest  of  this  honourable  and  just  man,  sitting 
at  meat  with  him?  and  they  communed  of  all  the 
wonderful  events  of  their  Lord's  Crucifixion,  and  were 
sad  ?  What  if  Jesus  suddenly  appeared  before  them  as 
a  Stranger  ?  What  if  He  sat  down,  and  took  Bread, 
and  brake,  and  blessed,  and  gave  them,  saying,  "  Take, 
and  eat  this  in  remembrance  of  Me  ?"  and  their  eyes 
were  opened,  and  "  He  was  known  of  them  in  breaking 
of  Bread  ?"  Beginning  at  Samuel,  and  all  the  prophets, 
did  He  "expound  to  them  in  all  the  Scriptures  the 
things  belonging  to  Himself?"  as  He  had  done  to 
Cleopas,  and  his  friend  ?  0  then  what  a  tumult  of  joy, 
what  new  unutterable  hopes,  what  a  beaming  faith 
would  possess  them !  One  can  imagine  nothing  equal 
to  that  hour.  Their  sacrifice  of  devout  aflfection  was 
rewarded  with  the  tenfold  joy  of  one  bright  smile  from 
those  lips  of  love,  one  cheering  word  to  reassure  their 
faint  hearts ;  Well  done,  good  and  faithful,  ye  shall 
enter  into  the  joy  of  your  Lord.  Then  surely  they 
would  go  forth,  leaving  house  and  home,  to  join  the 
devoted  companies  of  disciples. 

Srd  POINT.  The  fruits  of  Joseph's  Faith.— These 
thoughts  will  not  lessen  our  reverence  for  Joseph ;  nor 
raise  a  doubt  on  the  truth  of  the  tradition,  that  he  was 
the  man  first  sent  to  England  by  PhiKp  the  Apostle,  as 
an  ordained.  'Pnfts.V,  \?CL«b  ^lat  who  built  a  Christian 
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house  of  prayer  in  this  country,  raised  the  first  altar, 
and  was  the  first  permitted  to  break  Bread,  and  bless 
and  deliver  it  to  the  faithful,— even  as  Christ  had 
done  to  the  Twelve  at  the  Last  Supper.  On  the  site  of 
that  primitive  house  of  prayer  now  stand  the  ruins  of 
the  noble  Abbey-Church  of  Glastonbury,  where  a  new 
tomb  was  raised  to  the  memory  of  Joseph.  These 
ruins  still  bear  witness  to  the  piety  of  our  ancestors. 
But  alas !  they  also  testify  to  the  cold  indifference  of 
later  times,  when  God*s  holy  temple  was  suffered 
gradually  to  crumble  almost  to  dust.  We  have  not 
faith  to  build  it  up  again;  perhaps  our  children's 
children  may ;  when  the  rays  of  heavenly  grace  shine 
down  upon  dear  England  in  a  more  devout  age.  Then 
from  the  ruins  of  the  Abbey  a  Cathedral  shall  be  built, 
— no  less  beautiful,  for  a  future  Suffragan  Bishop.  May 
God  mercifully  enlighten  all  Churches  to  the  true 
doctrines  of  the  Apostles,  that  the  people  may  be 
turned  from  darkness,  and  the  power  of  sin,  to  the 
happiness  of  religion. 

0  Heavenly  Lord,  Merciful  Eedeemer,  I  humbly 
desire  that  I  could  bring  before  Thee  any  offering  of 
devout  affection  worthy  of  acceptance.  But  Thou 
knowest  how  these  many  years  I  have  lived  in  cold 
neglect  of  Thy  Love :  how  ill-disposed  I  have  been  to 
make  any  sacrifice  of  myself  in  Thy  service.  "Whilst 
the  faithful  in  Thy  Church  have  laboured  with  zeal  to 
promote  Thy  Kingdom  on  earth,  I  have  sought  my 
happiness  in  the  paths  that  lead  far  away.  But  do 
Thou  be  gracious;  open  my  understanding  as  Thou 
didst  the  mind  of  Nicodemus ;  and  inflame  my  love  as 
that  of  Joseph.  May  the  remembrance  of  Thy  Cross, 
and  Sepulchre,  be  engraven  on  my  heart,  as  deeply  as 
on  theirs ;  may  I  embalm  Thee  in  my  soul,  and  dedicate 
the  best  things  I  possess  to  the  honour  of  Thy  Name, 
which  is  above  every  name,  most  worthy  to  be  rev«t^ 
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and  hallowed.  This,  and  all  other  heavenly  desires 
must  come  from  ahove.  O  grant  me  such  a  portion  of 
Thy  grace,  that  hereafter  I  may  take  delight  in  the 
company  of  Thy  disciples,  and  haying  lived  tinto  Thee 
here,  may  dwell  with  Thee  hereafter  in  the  happy 
mansions  of  Thy  Father's  House.  Unto  Him,  and  to 
Thee,  and  to  the  Holy  Ghost,  be  all  love,  all  praise, 
and  thanksgiving,  evermore.    Amen. 


For  Friday  of  the  Fourth  Week  after  Easter. 

Whither  did  ottb  Lord  go  aI^^tbr  the  pibst 
Sabbath  ? — continued, 

1st  POINT.  Easter  thoughts.— In  this  happy 
Easter-tide  we  are  permitted  to  refresh  our  minds  with 
reverential  thoughts  of  the  Lord  of  angels  visiting 
again  the  scenes  of  His  miracles.  Conscious  that  all 
the  powers  of  heaven  awaited  His  glorious  Ascension, 
He  lingers  yet  for  Forty  Days  on  earth,  that  apostles, 
disciples,  and  others,  may  have  assurance  of  His 
Kesurrection  from  the  grave,  and  their  blessedness 
purchased  by  His  Wounds.  To  our  human  view  it 
might  seem  that  this  lingering  on  earth  was  a  painful 
extension  of  His  exile  from  heaven.  Ah !  weak  crea- 
tures. Was  He  not  God  ?  and  God  in  Him  ?  was  He 
less  in  the  bosom  of  the  Father  because  He  stood  in  the 
valleys  of  Galilee  ?  Wheresoever  He  was,  there  was 
the  Presence  of  the  Holy  Trinity,— there  was  Heaven : 
and  what  could  Heaven  offer  Him,  which  He  possessed 
not  from  Eternity  ?  On  earth  He  breathed  the  atmo- 
sphere of  Heaven,— the  Spirit  of  Divine  beneficence  to 
Man.    This  it  'waa  \)xav\.^\i  ffissL  down  to  the  earth ; 
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and  this  detains  Him.  Let  us  follow  Him  into  Galilee 
with  devotional  faith  and  love;  not  presumptuously, 
but  like  John  and  Andrew,  waiting  till  they  were 
invited, — at  a  distance,  when  He  asked  "  What  seek 
ye?"  and  they  answered,  "Kabbi,  where  dwellest 
Thou  T'  It  was  afterwards  they  learned,  that  neither 
before,  nor  after  His  Eesurrection,  had  He  any  dwelling 
on  earth.  By  meditation,  and  prayer,  we  may  perhaps 
be  admitted  to  a  glimpse  of  the  outward  rays  of  the 
encircling  Glory  round  the  Eisen  Saviour.  The  very 
thought  is  a  privilege,  though  the  attempt  be  vain,  to 
trace  His  paths  along  the  hills  and  streams  of  Galilee. 
He  had  no  path :  He  Who  in  His  suffering  life  had 
been  wearied,  hungry,  and  athirst,  on  His  way  from 
Jerusalem  to  the  Well  at  Sychar,  now  Eisen  and 
Glorified,  wills  to  be  here  and  there,  and  in  a  moment 
of  time  stands  where  He  purposed :  His  unseen  paths 
are  in  the  air. 

^nd  POINT.  "TeU  the  Disciples  that  Hm  goeth 
into  Galilee." — The  angels  at  the  Sepulchre  had  sent 
a  message  to  the  Apostles ;  '*  Go  quickly,  and  tell  the 
disciples  that  He  is  risen  from  the  dead,  and  goeth 
before  you  into  Galilee:  there  shall  ye  see  Him." 
There  they  did  afterwards  see  Him, — ^at  the  Sea  of 
Tiberias,  and  on  the  Mountain.  Meanwhile  He  goes 
before, — alone.  Wheresoever  He  might  be, — invisible, 
except  here  and  there  to  a  chosen  few,  He  would  hear 
the  people  communing  together  of  the  wonderful  news, 
that  He  had  risen,  and  lamenting  the  dishonour  done 
to  the  Great  Prophet,  Who  had  restored  their  thousands 
to  health  and  joy.  But  His  Omniscience  looked  for- 
ward to  the  distant  future.  His  prophets  had  already 
opened  a  brighter,  and  a  wider  view.  He  knew  when 
Elyah  "  truly  should  first  come,  and  restore  all  things" 
(Matt.  xvii.  11);  and  the  remotest  comers  of  the  earth 
should  see  the  Glory  of  God.  For  this  He  had  preached 
His  Gospel    ''  How  beautiful  upon  the  iaQivxii\aa3^«s& 
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fhe  feet  of  Htm  That  bringeth  glad  tidings,  Tbat 
pnblisheth  peace ;  That  bringeth  good  tidings  of  good, 
That  pnblisheth  salvation;  That  saith  nnto  Zion,  'Thy 
Qod  reigneth'"  (Isai.  lii.  7).  We  might  perhaps 
imagine  that  He  would  visit  some  of  those  whom  He 
had  restored  to  life, —  the  Widow's  son  at  Nam, 
Jairos's  daughter,  and  others.  But  the  Savioor  of 
sinners  would  no  less  reveal  Himself  to  gainsayers  and 
persecutors,  that  they  might  be  converted, — to  the 
comfort  of  their  souls.  This  He  did,  after  His  Ascen- 
sion, to  Saul, ''  breathing  out  threatenings  and  slau^ter  " 
against  His  disciples,  and  called  him  as  ''a  chosen 
vessel  to  bear  His  Name  before  the  Gentiles,  and  kings, 
and  the  children  of  Israel "  (Acts  ix.  1-15).  Where 
are  ye,  Herodians  of  Galilee  ?  ye  proud  Pharisees,  and 
unbelieving  Sadducees  ?  ye  blasphemers,  that  in  igno- 
rance and  hardness  of  heart  cried  out,  "  This  fellow 
doth  not  cast  out  devils  but  by  Beelzebub  the  prince  of 
the  devils "  (Matt.  xii.  24).  Draw  near,  and  see  those 
Five  Wounds,  wherewith  ye  pierced  His  tender  limbs, 
and  Sacred  Heart !  Behold,  they  bleed  no  more :  those 
fountains  of  Blood,  which  gushed  forth  upon  the  earth, 
will  fertilize  the  souls  of  a  world  of  unbelieving  sinners, 
to  bear  abundant  fruit, — living  henceforth  to  God, 
inheritors  of  all  the  promises  of  Redemption. 

Srd  POINT.  The  Forty  Days.— We  perceive  from 
various  passages  in  the  ancient  Scriptures  that  there 
was  some  deep  mystical  meaning  attached  to  the 
Number  40.  As  all  the  high  purposes  of  Grod  towards 
Man  centred  in  His  Well-beloved  Son,  the  Saviour  of 
sinners,  we  may  consider  40  to  be  a  "  Golden  Number," 
— a  holy  symbol.  After  the  40  days  of  Deluge,  the 
Dove,  a  type  of  peace,  and  of  the  Prince  of  Peace,  was 
sent  forth  from  the  Ark.  Moses,  a  type  of  the  Messiah, 
fasted  40  days,  and  40  nights,  in  Sinai.  Christ  was 
bom  40  centuries  after  the  Creation:  He  fasted  40 
days,  and  40  m^\a,  m  'Csi'Si  ^'^^^^^ts^ssa*.  ^ud  now  we 
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behold  Him  tarrying  Forty  Days,  as  it  were  between 
earth  and  heaven.  There  are  other  Golden  Numbers 
in  Holy  Writ,— the  Calendar  of  Heaven, — having  refer- 
ence to  Gkxi,  and  sacred  things.  Of  these  is  the 
Number  7.  First  the  appointment  of  the  7th  day,  as  a 
sabbath  of  rest,  which  was  to  be  from  the  beginning, 
and  will  be  to  the  end  of  time,  ]cept,holy  to  the  Lord. 
Then,  in  the  visions  of  the  Revelation,  the  Book  in  the 
right  hand  of  Him  That  sat  on  the  Throne  was  sealed 
with  7  seals,  which  "  no  man  in  heaven,  nor  in  earth, 
nor  under  the  earth  was  found  worthy  to  open,"  but 
only  the  Lamb  (Rev.  v.  1-3).  Again,  the  7  stars  in 
the  right  hand  of  the  Son  of  Man ;  and  the  7  spirits  of 
Gkxi,  symbolic  of  the  7  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  with 
various  other  7  signs  point  to  the  mysteries  of  God. 
And  above  all,  there  is  the  Golden  Number  of  8,  which 
represents  the  Eternal  Trinity^  Three  in  One :  and  on 
the  3rd  day  our  most  blessed  Lord  rose  gloriously  from 
the  grave, — the  mighty  Conqueror  of  Sin  and  Death,  to 
put  all  enemies  imder  His  feet.  Think  how  impene- 
trable are  the  unrevealed  mysteries  of  God,  when  all 
the  wisdom  of  men  is  too  feeble  toj  explain  the  three 
simple  Numbers  of  40,  7,  and  3.  Let  us  then  keep 
silence :  all  things  revolve  in  a  mystical  circle :  find  the 
Centre,  Which  is  God, — and  the  mystery  is  solved.  The 
Alpha  and  the  Omega,  the  Beginning  and  the  End, 
embraces  the  universe.  All  love  and  adoration  be  unto 
the  Eternal  Trinity.    Amen, 

Eraser. 

0  Almighty  Lord  God,  Who  dwellest  in  the  unap- 
proachable light, — Whose  face  no  man  can  see,  and 
live,  I,  weak  creature  of  the  earth,  am  not  wortiiy  to 
raise  my  thoughts  to  the  visions  of  Thy  Glory.'  But 
Thou  hast  mercifully  promised  to  hear  the  prayer  of 
the  humble :  and  Thy  Beloved  Son  has  graciously 
declared,  that  whatsoever  we  ask  in  His  Name  Thou 
wilt  do  it.    In  His  Name  I  beseech.  T\iee  ^«d^»  \5ai5yi 
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me  the  inestimable  gift  of  Thtself^  to  dwell  in  my  soul, 
to  purify  it  from  all  evil,  to  lift  it  up  from  the  dead 
things  of  earth  to  Thbe,  the  Liying  God.  O  strengthen 
my  fEuth,  increase  my  love,  that  I  may  believe  in  Thy 
Word,  love  Thee  for  Thyself,  and  love  all  mankind  for 
Thy  sake.  May  it  please  Thee  to  accept  my  piayer 
through  the  precious  merits  of  Jesus  Christ  my  Lordi 
to  Whom  with  Thee,  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  be  all  i»»ise 
and  thanksgiving  fot  ever  and  ever.    Ajnen, 

0  most  gracious  Saviour,  the  Son  of  God,  I  humbly 
praise  Thee  for  that  Thou  hast  revealed  unto  us  the 
mysteries  of  Bedemption  by  Thy  Death  on  the  Croas. 
I  believe  that  in  Thy  glorious  rising  from  the  grave 
Thou  hast  given  to  those  who  are  faithful  in  their  hves 
the  assured  hope  of  a  joyful  Eesurrection  in  the  last 
day.  0  grant  that  I,  and  all  whom  I  love,  and  all  for 
whom  I  am  bound  to  pray, — even  all  mankind,  may  so 
live  unto  Thee,  that  after  death  our  bodies  may  be 
quickened  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  to  dwell  in  Thy  PreseDce 
with  joyful  angels,  and  redeemed  saints.     Amen, 

0  Holy  Ghost,  One  with  the  Father,  and  the  Son, 
deign  to  come  down,  and  dwell  with  Thy  Church  on 
earth,  to  sanctify  her  Bishops  and  Priests,  her  altars, 
and  her  Sacraments.  0  comfort  and  enlighten, 
strengthen  and  purify  our  hearts,  and  inflame  them 
with  a  holy  love.  May  Thy  angels  minister  to  our 
weakness,  and  lead  us  on  in  the  paths  of  righteousness, 
that  following  whithersoever  they  guide,  we  may  pass 
safely  through  the  dangers  and  temptations  of  life;  and 
when  the  day  of  death  comes,  may  they  take  our  souls 
to  the  blessedness  of  Thy  Presence.  All  love,  all  glory 
and  adoration  be  to  Thee  evermore.    Amen. 
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For  Saturday  of  the  Fourth  Week  after  Easter, 

St.  Thomas. 

Ist  POINT.  His  want  of  Faith.— On  the  second 
sabbath  the  Apostles  were  again  assembled  in  the 
Upper  Eoom, — doubtless  to  unite  in  prayer, — perhaps 
for  their  first  Communion,  in  remembrance  of  their 
Lord*s  Last  Supper,  little  expecting  to  be  blessed  by 
His  Presence, — ^which  is  the  case  with  many  now.  The 
Apostle  Thomas,  called  "  Didymus,"  or  the  "  Twin," 
was  absent  from  the  first  Assembly  on  the  cTening  of 
the  Kesurrection.  Thus  he  missed  the  precious  gift, 
which  the  others  had  received  when  our  Lord  breathed 
on  them,  and  said,  "Receive  ye  the  Holy  Ghost" 
Opportunities  lost  carry  away  their  blessings  with 
them,  like  the  fleeting  hours,  never  to  be  recalled.  It 
was  fjEuth  he  lacked,  not  love :  but  he  was  a  man  of 
strong,  uncertain  impulse.  The  very  best  of  us, — even 
those  who  pride  themselves  on  decision  of  character, 
are  changeable  of  purpose,  and  live  to  repent.  On  a 
former  occasion,  when  our  Lord  resolved  to  go  to 
Bethany,  within  a  mile  of  Jerusalem,  to  raise  Lazams 
from  the  grave,  and  the  other  disciples  endeavoured  to 
dissuade  Him,  fearing  that  the  Jews  might  again  seek 
to  stone  Him,  Thomas  said,  "  Let  us  also  go,  that  we 
may  die  with  Him."  But  his  courage  failed  when  his 
Master  was  put  to  death :  all  hopes  of  His  Kingdom 
on  earth  being  at  an  end,  he  was  among  the  first  to  seek 
safety  in  flight,  the  last  to  return  on  hearing  that  He 
had  risen  from  the  grave.  When  told  by  the  others 
how  He  had  appeared,  and  had  shown  them  His 
Wounds,  Thomas  remained  incredulous,  declaring, 
"  Except  I  shall  see  in  His  hands  the  print  of  the  nails^ 
and  put  my  finger  into  the  print  of  the  naUs,  and 
thrust  my  hand  into  his  side,  I  will  not  believe." 
There  was  coarseness,  and  presumption  in.  )i?ii<^  \)cl<:sv3j^\ 
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•0  there  is  with  most  tmbelievers :  speak  to  them  of 
miracles,  and  they  deride ;  add  witness  to  witness,  and 
their  single  opinion  stands  against  the  judgment  of  ten 
others.  Thus  it  was  with  doubting  Thomas.  Self-will, 
and  self-reliance,  are  strong  as  mountains ;  but  Christ 
declares  that  by  the  power  of  faith  they  shall  be  "le- 
moved,  and  cast  into  the  sea"  (Matt.  xzi.  21).  So 
will  it  be  with  believing  Thomas. 

2nd  POINT.  His  Faith.--On  this  second  sabbath 
the  "disciples  were  within,  and  Thomas  with  them." 
Again '' the  doors  were  shut;"  and  again,  in  the  same 
miraculous  manner,  ''Jesus  stood  in  the  midst,  and 
said, '  Peace  be  unto  you.' "  So  lately  in  Galilee ;  and 
now  suddenly  in  Jerusalem!  He  at  once  addressed 
Himself  to  Thomas,  whose  inmost  thoughts  were  open 
to  His  Divine  knowledge:  "Eeach  hither  thy  finger 
[He  said],  and  behold  My  hands ;  and  reach  hither  thy 
hand,  and  thrust  it  into  My  side :  and  be  not  faithless 
but  believing."  The  well-known  voice  and  features, 
the  sight  of  the  Wounds,  the  miracle  of  His  standing 
in  the  midst  of  them,  the  doors  being  closed,  not  only 
satisfied  all  his  doubts,  but  drew  from  him  the  highest 
and  most  explicit  confession  of  faith  ever  made  to  Christ 
whilst  on  earth.  Neither  Peter,  nor  any  of  the  Apostles, 
had  confessed  Him  by  a  higher  title  than  "  Son  of  God," 
"  Son  of  the  Highest."  Thomas  exclaimed  "  My  Lobd, 
AND  MY  God."  "My  Lord"  in  His  Humanity,  Who 
had  died  as  the  Redeemer ;  "  My  Grod  "  in  His  Deity, 
Who  had  created  him,  and  formed  him  from  the  dust.* 

Srd  POINT.  "Blessed  are  they  that  have  not  seen, 
and  yet  have  believed." — Our  Lord  deals  mercifully 
with  the  weak  faith  of  His  disciple;  yet  there  is  a 
gentle  reproach  conveyed  in  His  answer,  "ThomaB, 
because  thou  hast  seen  Me,  thou  hast  believed :  blessed 
are  they  that  have  not  seen,  and  yet  have  beheved* 
How  loving,  how  forbearing  a  Saviour!    teaching  w 
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aTso  to  learn  of  Hinr,  and  be  patient  with  an  erring 
brother,  who  has  not  received  the  inestimable  gift  of 
the  Spirit  in  an  equal  measure,  to  know  the  joy  of  un- 
wavering faith :  for  it  is  a  gift,  and  not  of  ourselves. 
Comfort  the  feeble-minded,  support  the  weak,  bear 
with  all  men :  pray  without  ceasing  for  them,  that  they 
may  be  enlightened ;  and  for  yourselves,  that  you  may 
hold  fast  the  hope,  "  which  we  have  an  anchor  of  the 
soul."  Jesus  says,  "Blessed  are  they  that  have  not 
seen,  and  yet  have  believed."  Think  how  rich  the 
blessing  assured  in  these  sweet  words  to  the  faithful ! 
They  are  written  for  the  comfort  of  all  who  resign 
their  own  will  to  the  celestial  light  of  the  Spirit.  Christ 
is  not  revealed  to  us  visibly,  as  to  St.  Thomas:  but 
with  the  eye  of  faith  we  see  Him  on  His  throne  with 
the  Almighty  Father,  and  the  Holy  Ghost.  By  the 
impress  of  Divine  grace  His  image  is  stamped  on  our 
hearts  fixed  and  clear :  then  each  may  say, "  My  Beloved 
is  mine,  and  I  am  His  '*  (Cant.  ii.  16). 

draper. 

0  dear  Saviour,  my  Lord,  and  my  God,  I  believe 
that  Thou  canst  graciously  raise  up  my  willing,  but 
feeble  faith  to  the  vision  of  Thy  Presence.  0  teach  me 
to  be  meek  and  patient,  as  Thou  wast  on  earth ;  merci- 
ful and  loving,  as  Thou  art  in  heaven.  Although  I  see 
Thee  not  visibly,  yet  I  know  that  thou  art  ever  near  to 
those  who  humbly  pray :  for  this  is  Thy  promise,  which 
cannot  fail  even  to  the  least  worthy. 

Thou  art  my  only  hope  of  peace  on  earth,  of  joy  here- 
after. 0  keep  me  by  the  power  of  Thy  Spirit,  never  to 
doubt  that  Thou  art  the  mighty  One,  by  Whose  sacred 
Wounds  I  am  saved.  May  their  image  Kve  in  my 
heart,  as  Thy  pledge  to  all  faithful  believers,  that  Thou 
wast  crucified  for  sinners,  and  buried,  and  rose  again 
the  third  day,  that  they  might  be  accounted  before  Thy 
Heavenly  Father,— once  disobedient,  but  redeemed  and 
justified  through  Thy  most  precious  merits.    AvMn^ 
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$ivfit  9^rt(tat(om 

For  Sunday  of  the  Fifth  Week  after  Easter. 


The  TmBD  Assembly  of  the  Apostles;  the  Sia 

OF  TlBEBIAS. 

Is*  P  OINT,  They  wait  for  their  Lord,— On  that  sad, 
solemn  night  of  the  Betrayal,  as  our  Lord  went  forth  to 
Gethsemane, — the  Garden  of  Agony,  He  said  to  the 
Apostles,  "  After  that  I  am  risen,  I  will  go  before  yon 
into  Galilee."  All  things  were  pre-ordained  in  His 
foreseeing  mind,  the  Cross,  the  Besurrection,  the  Asom- 
sion,— each  intermediate  circumstance  by  Him  appointed. 
"  I  will  go  before  you  into  Galilee :"  the  angels  at  the 
Sepulchre,  referring  to  this  promise,  reminded  the 
Apostles  by  a  message  through  the  women,  "  Go  your 
way,  tell  His  disciples  and  Peter  that  He  goeth  before 
you  into  Galilee,  there  shall  ye  see  Him,  as  lie  said  unto 
you."  Perhaps  at  their  Second  Assembly  in  the  Upper 
Room  He  repeated  the  command.  '  No  wonder  then  to 
find  them  in  Galilee, — the  least  of  His  words  to  be  fiil- 
filled,— then,  now,  and  for  ever.  They  were  led  by  the 
Holy  Spirit  into  Galilee  in  search  of  their  beloved 
Master,  Who  was  the  One  object  of  their  aflfectionate  inte- 
rests and  desires,— all  others  forgotten  but  Him.  We 
are  not  told  after  what  interval  He  appeared  to  them : 
perhaps  they  had  long  to  wait ;  the  days  might  seem  to 
lag  wearily;  they  might  say  to  one  another.  Why 
delayeth  He  His  coming?  But  Peter  afterwards 
learned  how  the  Lord  is  not  slack  concerning  His  pro- 
mise, as  some  men  count  slackness  (2  Peter  iii.  9). 
In  His  own  time,  in  a  manner  least  expected,  He  would 
appear.  Ah !  if  our  hearts  so  loved,  and  longed,  and 
waited  for  Him,  as  theirs  did,  then  He  would  come  and 
dwell  with  us.  This  was  His  faithful  promise,  often- 
times  iepea\fcd.    1\i<eii,— \svv5^  T^aN.  \alL  then,  He  would 
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hear  our  intercescdoiis  for  others^  and  we  might  through 
His  fEtTour  aid  in  saying  some  beloved  one,  who  has 
not  yet  loved  and  longed  for  Him.  Head  those  pas- 
sages in  the  Gospels,  where  He  said, ''  I  will  come  and 
heal  him  ".  (  Matt  viii.  7) ;  to  another,  "  Fear  not :  be- 
lieve only"  (Mark  v.  36);  to  another,  "Be  it  unto  thee 
even  as  thou  wilt"  (Matt  xv.  28). 

2nd  POINT.  The  disciples  "go  a  fishing/'—One 
evening,  seven  of  the  Apostles  were  together  by  the  Sea 
of  Tiberias;  Simon  Peter,  Thomas  called  Didymus, 
Nathanael  of  Cana  of  Gralilee,  John  and  James  sons  of 
2iebedee,  "and  two  others."  Four  were  absent  from 
some  cause ;  but  not  Thomas :  he  would  never  again 
miss  an  opportunity  of  beholding  his  Eisen  Master,  of 
Whom  now  he  could  say, — ^as  (thanks  be  to  Him  for 
ever)  each  of  us  may  say,  "  My  Lobd  and  my  God." 
These  men,  whp  watched  and  waited,  were  fishermen 
tcom  boyhood.  Our  early  impressions  have  a  power 
over  us  beyond  our  thought :  stamped  on  the  youthful 
mind,— soft  as  the  potter's  clay,  wrought  easily  into  any 
form, — how  fondly  cherished  through  life!  Hence 
the  importance  of  moulding  the  young  temper  €b  a 
love  of  God,  which  gives  it  through  those  years  of  in- 
nocence the  grace  and  beauty  of  an  angel.  Perverted 
though  it  may  be  afterwards  by  mixing  with  an  evil 
world,  it  comes  in  aid  at  times  least  expected,  in  ways 
often  marvellous.  It  was  natural  that  those  simple 
chosen  ones  of  our  Lord,  bred  from  early  youth  as 
fishermen,  and  now  being  on  the  shore  of  the  Lake, — 
knowing  all  its  best  haunts,  should  beguile  the  hours, 
as  they  waited  for  Him,  in  their  own  accustomed  way. 
"  Simon  Peter  saith  unto  them, '  I  go  a  fishing.*  They 
say  unto  him, '  We  also  go  with  thee.'  They  went  forth, 
and  entered  into  a  ship  immediately."  They  little 
knew  how  near  the  time  was,  when  those  former  words 
of  Jesus,  "  I  will  make  you  to  become  fishers  of  men" 
(Mark  1 17),  would  be  fulfilled. 
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3rd  POINT,  "Jeans  stood  on  the  shore.**— The 
disciples  launched  upon  the  well-known  waters,  lestmg 
calmly  in  the  circle  of  their  surrounding  hills;  not 
heaving  with  the  tempest,  as  once  before,  when  their 
Lord  commanded,  and  was  instantly  obeyed,-'-*'  Peace, 
be  still ;"  nor  when  they  saw  Him  walking  over  them  in 
the  fourth  watch  of  the  night,  and  thought  He  was  a 
spirit.  They  would  at  least  remember  the  miraculous 
draught  of  fishes  on  that  same  Lake,  after  they  had 
toiled  all  night,  and  had  caught  nothing.  So  it  was 
now :  but  towards  daybreak,  as  they  were  returning  to 
land  without  success,  they  perceived  the  figure  of  a 
Man  standing  on  the  shora  It  was  the  Lord  Himself. 
Suddenly  in  Jerusalem,  when  the  doors  were  closed, 
He  had  "  stood  in  the  midst  of  them,"  so  now  He  "  stood 
on  the  shore."  No  sound  of  approach,  no  movement 
perceived,  but  simply  a  form.  The  distance  was  but  a 
hundred  yards  (John  xxL  8),  and  they  were  near  enough 
to  converse ;  yet  "  they  knew  not  that  it  was  Jesus." 
He  saith untojhem,  "Children,  have  ye  any  meat?" 
have  ye  taken  any  fish  ?  "  No,"  was  the  short  answer 
of  disappointment,  not  aware  to  Whom  they  spoke. 
"  Cast  on  the  right  side  of  the  ship.**  It  was  the  voice 
of  authority ;  and  they  obeyed  on  the  chance  of  success. 
Then  the  creatures  of  His  hand,  obedient  to  His  Will, 
yielding  to  an  irresistible  impulse, — the  net  was  filled 
with  an  hundred  and  fifty  and  three  great  fishes,  inso- 
much that  the  disciples  could  not  draw  it  into  the  ship. 
John,  enlightened  by  the  miracle,  knew  at  once  that 
it  must  be  their  Divine  Master,  and  said  to  Peter,  "  It 
is  the  Lord."  Peter  thought  no  more  of  nets  or  fish. 
Always  forward  in  loving  zeal,  he  hastily  girt  his  clothes 
about  him,  and  plunged  into  the  Lake,  leaving  the 
others  to  bring  the  net.  On  coming  to  land,  great  was 
their  astonishment  to  find  their  Master  indeed,  but  be- 
yond this  to  see  a  plentiful  meal  provided  for  them,  "a 
fire  of  coals,  and  fish  laid  thereon  [whilst  they  had 
laboured  thro\x^  \)cL<a  m^V^CL^^si.^  Mid  bread  :*'  all  by 
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the  unseen  ministiy  of  angels,  by  His  Word^  or  at  His 
Will,  famished  out  of  nothing!  "Jesus  said  unto 
them,  *  Come,  and  dine/  "  His  sudden  appearance,  the 
draught  of  great  fishes,  the  fire  of  coals,  and  food  already 
prepared, — ^all  assured  them  Who  He  was.  They  feared 
to  show  a  want  of  faith  by  asking,  "  knowing  that  it  was 
the  Lord."  Strange  and  solemn  was  that  guest  table  on 
the  sea  shore.  The  Master  offers  fish  and  bread  to  the 
servants ;  they  eat  in  silence ;  no  record  of  any  words ; 
all  wonder  and  mystery.  That  heap  of  coals  a  symbolic 
altar,  Jesus  the  Great  Bishop  of  souls,  the  Apostles  His 
future  Bishops,  the  fire  the  kindling  Spirit,  Bread  the 
eiymbol  of  heavenly  food  that  should  nourish  the  souls 
of  all  believers. 

O  Lord,  my  Saviour,  Who  art  present  everywhere, 
and  searchest  the  secrets  of  every  heart,  I  humbly  pray, 
that  by  Thy  Holy  Spirit  Thou  wilt  raise  up  my  desires 
to  long  for  Thy  Presence,  and  to  wait  for  Thee;  I  trust 
only  to  Thy  gracious  promises.  0  come.  Lord  Jesus, 
and  take  possession  of  my  soul.  Wait  not  till  I  can 
make  it  pure,  and  worthy  of  thy  indwelling;  for  then 
Thou  wouldest  never  come.  But  vouchsafe  in  mercy  to 
enter  in,  and  purify  it :  then  by  the  power  of  Thy  grace 
I  will  keep  it  swept  and  garnished ;  then  no  evil  thought 
or  will,  no  pride  or  envy,  no  self-applause  or  love  of  the 
world,  no  covetousness  or  fleshly  lust,  shall  intrude,  to 
defile  the  temple,  which  I  desire  to  dedicate  to  Thee, 
my  Lord  and  my  God.    Amen, 
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&ec0nti9^etiitatf)n^ 

For  M<mday  of  the  Fifth  Week  after  Easter. 

Thb  Thibd  Assemblt  of  the  Apostlbs;  thb  Sea 
OF  TiBBElAS — contimied. 

la  P  OINT.  The  fire  of  coals.— Above  all  that  asto- 
nished the  disciples,  on  coming  to  land,  was  the  sight  of 
ibat  "fire  of  coals/'  which  was  not  there  before,  when 
ihey  launched.  Whence  the  coeds?  did  the  Lord  Him- 
self kindle  it  ?  Ah,  simple  men !  they  were  not  yet 
enlightened :  they  knew  not  that  ere  long  a  heav^j 
fire  should  be  kindled  within  their  hearts, — now  so  slow 
of  belief,  to  set  the  world  on  fire.  0  for  one  spark  horn 
one  of  those  seven  stars  in  the  right  hand  of  the  Son  of 
Kan  in  the  midst  of  the  throne,  to  kindle  a  flame  in 
every  living  soul!  Alas!  how  soon  the  cold  damp 
within  might  qnench  it,  but  that  every  spark  fix)m 
Heaven  has  a  mysterious  essence.  Prepare  the  fuel  of 
the  Spirit  within ;  lay  it  in  order  with  fond  desires  of 
fiuth  and  gratitude, — pray  as  Elijah  did, — ^and  doubt  not 
the  fire  will  come  down.  The  visions  of  God  are  no 
less  open  now  to  the  meanest  of  His  children, — bom 
anew  by  Christian  Baptism,  and  signed  with  the  sign  of 
the  Cross,  than  they  were  to  the  greatest  saints  and  pro- 
phets of  the  Old  Testament.  Did  not  our  Lord  declare, 
"  Among  them  that  are  bom  of  women  there  is  not  a 
greater  prophet  than  John  the  Baptist:  but  he  that 
is  least  in  the  Kingdom  of  God  is  greater  than  he?" 
(Luke  vii.  28).  Isaiah  in  a  vision,  sinful  man  as  he 
was,  saw  the  altar  of  the  Lord :  and  one  of  the  sera- 
phims  laid  a  live  coal  upon  his  mouth,  and  said ;  "  Lo, 
this  hath  touched  thy  mouth;  and  thine  iniquity  \& 
taken  away,  and  thy  sin  purged"  (Isaiah  vi.  6).  And 
Isaiah  was  kindled  ix)  deliver  the  Divine  messages.  So 
may  it  be  wi\ii  oxij  \!i\mi\A^  Qo^vtrite  sinner.    There  is  a 
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gK^dan  altar^  now  aboye>  and  fire  thereon,— and  incense 
kid ;  and  the  prayers  of  the  saints  go  up  before  God. 
This  St.  John,  the  beloTed,  saw  in  a  yision.  Fear  not, 
bat  pray;  and  the  fire  wil^n  shall  kindle,  and  purify 
your  sonl,  and  yoor  acceptable  incense  shall  ascend 
with  **  the  jnrayers  of  all  saints  npon  the  golden  altar, 
which  is  before  the  throne." 

2nd  P  01  NT.  "  Lovest  thou  Me  ?  Feed  My  sheep ; 
Feed  My  lambs." — Those  Divine,  words,  spoken  on  the 
shore  of  a  small  inland  lake,  shall  some  day  be  heard 
along  the  coasts  of  widely-distant  seas, — as  shall  every 
word  that  proceeded  from  the  lips  of  our  loving  Saviour. 
They  were  blessed  words  of  encouragement  and  pro- 
mise ;  among  the  last  He  spoke  on  earth.  Again  and 
again  He  had  called  His  people  His  sheep  and  lambs ; 
and  Himself  the  ''Good  Shepherd."  More  tender 
im^es  we  hardly  know:  they  abound  in  the  ancient 
Scriptures,  which  are  His  own  Word :  in  them  the  Hea- 
venly Father  represents  Himself  as  the  "  Shepherd  of 
LsraeL"  And  what  a  Shepherd  was  Christ!  Did  He 
not  lay  down  His  Life  for  the  sheep?  And  now  that 
He  is  about  to  leave  His  flock.  He  says  to  one  of  the 
chief  of  His  under  shepherds,  "Lovest  thou  Me?"  If 
80,  this  shall  be  the  sign  between  us,  and  between  Me 
and  all  who  at  any  time  profess  to  be  My  disciples, — 
"  Feed  My  sheep  ;  Feed  My  lambs."  The  words  are 
as  broad  as  the  hills ;  they  have  no  boundary-lines ; 
they  extend  to  the  utmost  range  of  the  Gospel;  they 
include  the  whole  Commission  delivered  to  Peter  and 
his  comx)anions  round  that  mysterious  altar  on  the  shore 
of  Tiberias, — the  future  Bishops  of  His  Church.  "  Feed 
My  sheep"  with  the  Bread  of  Life,  the  Manna  from 
Heaven,  better  than  angels'  food.  Tell  them,  "  I  am 
the  Living  Bread  that  came  down  from  heaven :  if  any 
man  eat  of  this  Bread,  he  shall  live  for  ever  "  (John  vi. 
51).  Take  Bread,  bless,  break,  and  feed  them  with  this 
Ccanmunion  of  My  Body. 
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Again,  *'  Feed  My  lambs/' — ^the  little  ones  of  My  flock, 
whom  I  love,  whom  I  carry  in  My  bosom  (Isaiah  xL  11), 
whose  "  angels  do  always  behold  the  fiEu^e  of  My  Father 
Which  is  in  heaven  "  (Matt,  xviii.  10).  You  remember, 
when  you  would  have  prevented  motiiers  from  bringing 
their  infants  before  Me,  that  1  might  lay  My  hands  upon 
them,  and  bless  them,  how  I  reproved  you,  and  said, 
"Suflfer  little  children  to  come  unto  Me,  and  forbid 
them  not ;  for  of  such  is  the  Kingdom  of  Gk)d  (Mark  x. 
16).  Go  ye /now,  and  do  as  I  loved  to  do;  putyoui 
hands  upon  them,  and  bless  them;  baptize  them  iq  My 
Name,  that  they  may  be  made  children  of  My  Heavenly 
Father ;  feed  them  with  the  milk  of  the  Word ;  see  that 
they  are  brought  again  before  you,  to  lay  your  hands  on 
them,  and  give  them  Confirmation :  so  shall  they  be 
prepared  to  join  My  sheep  round  My  altar,  to  be  fed 
with  the  Communion-Bread  of  My  Body,  and  have 
eternal  life. 

3rd  POINT,  "Peter  was  grieved."— That  three- 
fold question,  "Lovest  thou  Me?"  was  addressed  to 
Peter  "when  they  had  dined."  The  noble-hearted 
disciple,  no  longer  self-confident,  assuming  to  be  for- 
ward among  the  Twelve,  but  humbled,  made  answer, 
"  Yea,  Lord,  Thou  knowest  that  I  love  a?hee."  The 
question  was  put  a  second  time ;  and  received  a  like 
answer.  When  the  third  time  Jesus  asked,  "Lovest 
thou  Me  ?"  "  Peter  was  grieved ;" — it  implied  a  doubt  in 
the  mind  of  his  dear  Master,  and  called  to  memory  his 
three  sad  denials,  and  that  dreadful  hall  of  Caiaphas, 
where  in  the  presence  of  His  enemies  he  swore  with  an 
oath,  "  I  know  not  the  Man."  Struck  to  the  heart  by 
the  seeming  reproach  of  the  repeated  question,  he 
replied,  "  Lord,  Thou  knowest  all  things.  Thou  knowest 
that  I  love  Thee."  Yes,  the  Divine  Saviour  could  not 
but  know  His  own  Gifts.  Who  moved  Peter  to  love  ? 
Who  opened  his  eye  of  faith  ?  Who  had  chosen  him, 
and  his  compaxnonE,  o\xt  oi  the  multitudes  of  the  earth, 
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to  crown  them  with  honour?  Seeing  how  deeply 
wounded  Peter  was  by  recollections  of  the  past,  with 
that  inexhaustible  Love,  which  even  now  He  bears  to  all 
contrite  sinners,  He  spoke  those  words  of  comfort  to 
him,  "  Feed  My  sheep ;  Feed  My  lambs."  Here  was  a 
Divine  Commission,  often  before  promised,  already 
delivered  to  the  Eleven  in  the  Upper  Eoom,  and  after- 
wards confirmed  on  the  mountain  in  words  more 
distinct 

^h  POINT,  The  Divine  command,  "Feed  My 
sheep;  Feed  My  lambs,"  is  given  to  each  of  us. — Was 
it  not  the  Love  of  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost,  for 
the  fiekllen  race  of  Adam,  that  brought  the  Saviour  down 
on  earth?  He  chose  the  Apostles,  not  for  their  sakes, 
but  as  teachers  of  all  others,  that  every  one  might  help 
in  carrying  forward  the  bem'gn  scheme  of  restoring 
Man  to  the  pure  image  of  Grod,  and  to  his  original 
destination  in  Heaven.  Each  one  of  us  may  bear  the 
honourable  Commission,  of  which  St.  John  speaks, 
'*  Jesus  Christ  .  .  .  hath  made  us  kings  and  priests 
unto  God  and  His  Father  "  (Eev.  i.  5-6) ;  and  St  Peter 
in  his  General  Epistle  to  the  Churches,  "Ye  are  a 
chosen  generation,  a  royal  priesthood,  an  holy  nation,  a 
peculiar  people ;  that  ye  should  show  forth  the  praises 
of  Him  Who  hath  called  you  out  of  darkness  into  His 
marvellous  light"  (1  Peter  ii.  9);  mark  this — "tfuit  ye 
should  show  forth  the  praises  ofELiM  Who  hath  called  you,** 
Every  earnest-hearted  man,  every  tender  woman,  what- 
ever their  occupations  and  duties,  can  join  in  the 
blessedness  of  the  work, — ^whichis  Christ's  work.  Each 
one — even  the  poorest,  may  imitate  the  angels  in  con- 
stant prayer  and  praise ;  be  messengers  of  consolation 
to  mourners,  bright  examples  of  love,  and  holy  living. 

Every  age  of  the  Christian  world  bears  witness  to 
the  truth  of  this.  Do  we  not  know,  or  hear  of,  many 
happy  ones,  who  mix  with  the  busy  throngs,  yet  are 
very  angels,  and  guardians,  in  their  several  spheres?-- 
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whereBoefrer  they  go,  fervent  themselyes^  they  kindle 
the  zeal  of  others ;  meek  and  gentle  themselves,  they 
make  others  so?  They  seem  to  live  only  for  the  joy  d 
obeying  their  Saviour's  command,  "Feed  My  sheep; 
Feed  My  lambs/*  deal  bread  to  the  hungry,  assuage  the 
pains  of  the  sick,  comfort  the  penitent  and  sorrowful, 
feed  Christ's  poor  lambs,— orphans, — or  His  little  ones 
exposed  to  the  mi^uidance  of  erring  parents,  and  train 
them  to  be  faithful  sheep  of  the  Christian  fold.  What 
more  blessed  work  can  there  be  ?  so  full  of  lively  in- 
terest here,  so  full  of  joy  hereafter.  They  shall  behold 
the  objects  of  their  charity  standing  at  the  right  hand 
of  the  throne  of  Christ ;  and  He  will  xx>int  to  them,  and 
say.  These  were  My  brethren;  and  inasmuch  as  ye 
did  it  unto  them,  ye  did  it  unto  Me  (Matt.  xxv.  40). 
May  such  as  these  never  faint,  nor  fail ;  but  pray  always 
for  Divine  grace  to  help  their  endeavours,  and  crown 
tiiem  with  success.  Would  that  such  were  multiplied 
a  thousandfold. 

grager. 

0  Lord,  mighty  Saviour  of  sinners,  our  only  hope  of 
a  joyful  Kesurrection  to  eternal  life,  my  heart  is  too  cold 
to  feel,  my  voice  too  feeble  to  express,  the  grateful 
adoration  due  to  Thy  Majesty.  0  that  all  were  able  to 
make  Thee  now  their  joy  on  earth !  and  having  Thee  as 
the  Divine  Shepherd  of  their  souls,  to  live  in  Thy  pas- 
tures at  peace  one  with  another.  Teach  me  by  Thy 
Spirit  to  listen  to  Thy  voice,  and  follow  Thy  steps. 
Keep  me,  0  keep  me  close  within  the  refuge  of  Thy 
fold.  May  I  never  wander  away  again  into  the  wilder- 
ness of  sin  to  incur  Thy  displeasure,  lest  finding  me 
perverse.  Thou  leave  me  to  myself; — then  I  should  perish. 
Inspii'e  my  heart  with  such  love  for  Thee,  that  I  may 
never  forget  Thy  command,  "Feed  My  sheep;  Feed  My 
lambs ;"  but  dedicate  to  the  good  work  thus  appointed 
me,  all  the  services  I  am  able,  in  acts  of  charity  to  Thy 
poor,  and  in  tendeii  c».t^  oi  tSaa  young  and  ignorant, 
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leading  them  to  honour  Thy  Holy  Name,  and  keep  their 
vows  of  obedieaice.    Amen. 


•*^*- 


For  Tuesday  of  the  Fifth  Week  after  Easter, 


The  Fourth  Assembly  of  the  Apostles  on  a  Mountaut 

IN  Galilee. 

1st  POINT,  Moimt  Tabor.— The  most  notable  events 
in  Holy  Scriptnre  take  place  on  mountains ;  thus  it  was 
even  from  the  day  of  Noah, — the  day  of  God*s  wrath  in 
the  destruction  of  Man,  when  the  Ark  of  the  Deluge 
rested  on  Mount  Ararat,  until  the  day  of  Man's  restora- 
tion to  the  favour  of  God — the  Day  of  Ascension,  when 
Jesus  Christ,  the  Ark  of  our  peace,  went  up  to  His 
throne  from  Mount  Olivet.  Sinai  and  Horeb,  Zion, 
Moriah,  and  other  mountains,  are  closely  connected 
with  the  history  of  the  great  types  of  Messias— 
such  as  Noah,  Abraham,  Moses,  and  Elijah.  Jesus 
was  their  glorious  Archetype,  in  Whom  all  the  gra- 
cious purposes  of  God  towards  mankind,  all  the  law 
and  the  prophets,  find  their  centre.  Every  mountain, 
yea,  and  every  valley,  praise  and  magnify  Him  for  ever. 
He  created  tiiem  to  the  Glory  of  the  Eternal  Three  in 
One ;  and  all  the  birds  of  the  air  that  build  their  nests 
on  every  hill  sing  hymns  of  thankfulness  to  Him, — ^their 
Maker.  Man  alone  has  not  the  heart  to  join  the  chorus. 
It  was  not  so  with  David.  When  he  sang  the  glories 
of  the  future  Christ,  he  strung  his  harp  to  strains  of 
piety ;  "  I  will  sing  of  the  mercies  of  the  Lord  for  ever : 
with  my  mouth  will  I  make  known  Thy  faithfulness. 
.  .  .  Ajid  the  heavens  shall  praise  Thy  wonders,  0 
Lord.  ...  As  for  the  world,  and  the  fiilness  thereof^ 
Thou  hast  founded  them.  The  north  and  the  soutti  T1q&(v&. 
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hast  created :  Tabor  and  Hermon  shall  rejoice  in  Thy 
Name"  (Ps.  Ixxxix.  1-12).  Thus  Hermon  was  fore- 
ordained to  be  the  joyful  witness  of  His  Transfiguration, 
and  Tabor  of  his  Kisen  Glory. 

2nd  POINT.  Five  hundred  disciples  present  at  this 
Fourth  Assembly. — St.  Paul  speaking  to  the  Corinthian 
converts,  tells  them  how  Christ  died  for  onr  sins,  and 
was  buried,  and  rose  again  the  third  day,— all  "  accord- 
ing to  the  Scriptures  ;'*  that  He  was  seen  of  Peter,  and 
the  Twelve ;  and  "  After  that  He  was  seen  of  aboTe 
five  himdred  brethren  at  once ;  of  whom  the  greater 
part  remain  unto  this  day,  but  some  are  fallen  asleep '' 
(1  Cor.  XV.  3-6).  This  refers  to  the  great  assembly 
on  the  mountain.  Jesus  had  already  "  shown  Himself 
ahve  to  the  Apostles  by  many  infallible  proofe,  being 
seen  of  many  for  For^  Days,  and  speaking  of  the 
things  pertaining  to  the  Kingdom  of  God  "  (Acts  i.  3). 
Still  there  were  thousands  who  had  witnessed  His  dying 
agonies  on  the  Cross,  and  could  never  believe  so  un- 
heard of  a  miracle  as  a  dead  man  rising  by  his  own 
power  from  the  grave.  They  thought  it  an  invention 
of  the  disciples,  who  had  stolen  His  Body  from  the 
Sepulchre,  as  the  Priests  gave  out.  Many  enemies 
also  there  were,  who  had  contradicted  and  reviled  Him ; 
and  who  had  cried  out  before  Pilate,  "  Crucify  Him, 
Crucify  Him."  To  acknowledge  that  He  had  risen, 
would  be  a  confession  of  His  Divine  nature,  and  con- 
demn their  own  blind  cruelty.  Jesus  knew  beforehand 
how  all  this  would  be.  In  His  Parable  of  the  Rich 
Man  and  the  Beggar,  when  Dives  entreats  Abraham  to 
send  Lazarus  to  his  five  brethren,  and  let  them  know 
the  truth,  that  there  was  a  world  of  spirits  beyond  the 
grave,  the  Patriarch  answers,  "  They  have  Moses  and 
the  prophets  ...  if  they  hear  not  Moses  and  the  pro- 
phets, neither  will  they  be  persuaded  though  one  rose 
from  the  dead"  (Luke  xvi.  31).  Many  faithful  ones 
also  were  in  tlMtl  ctorw^*,  ^^loa.^  Stephen  was  there, 
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and  Barnabas,  and  others,  who  would  nerer  forget  the 
sight  of  His  Kisen  Glorified  Body,  and  those  Five 
Wounds,  bearing  witness  to  His  Kesnrrection.  The 
merciful  Redeemer  comes  to  Mount  Tabor  to  meet  them 
all;  He  would  show  them  His  unbleeding  Wounds,  and 
bid  them  speak  for  Him,  to  their  own  happiness.  O 
that  men  would  only  give  Him  what  He  died  to  gain — 
their  faith  and  their  love !  He  asks  no  more :  and  this 
they  refuse!  refuse  the  most  precious  possession  tho 
earth  can  yield,  sweeter  than  honey  and  the  honeycomb, 
— ^the  possession  of  Himself,  to  make  glad  their 
hearts. 

3rd  POINT,  The  Apostles  worshipped;  some  of  the 
others  doubted. — This  meeting  of  the  Apostles  was  ap- 
pointed to  them  in  the  mountain  in  Gralilee  at  a  set 
time  (Matt.  xxvi.  16),  that  others  might  bear  of  it. 
Behold,  the  Risen  Lord  of  Life  in  His  Glorified  Body, 
clothed  in  mysterious  garments,  and  soon  to  be  arrayed 
in  robes  of  light,  stands  on  the  area  at  the  summit  of 
Tabor.  His  radiant  countenance  beams  with  love. 
With  more  than  human  majesty  He  claims  to  Himself 
"  all  power  in  heaven  and  in  earth."  0  that  we  might 
have  some  full  record  of  that  discourse !  not  less  pre- 
cious than  the  Sermon  on  the  other  Mount.  Both  de- 
serve to  be  called  "  Mount  of  Beatitudes ;"  for  in  the 
few  words  given  by  St.  Matthew,  Our  Lord  now  de- 
clared, "  Lo,  I  am  with  you  alway,  even  unto  the  end 
of  the  world;"— and  where  He  is,  there  is  beatitude. 
Might  we  reverently  desire  that  one  more  inspired 
Gospel  had  been  handed  down  to  us  with  this  message 
of  glad  tidings  on  Tabor,  added  to  the  treasures  we 
already  possess  in  the  sacred  Four,  which  are  the  very 
food  of  our  souls?  The  thought  is  not  to  be  encou- 
raged. These  are  amply  sufficient  for  the  faithful. 
Were  they  not  so.  He  Who  gave  them  would  have 
given  more.  Had  we  more,  they  would  not  perFuaie 
the  faithless.    Alas !  few  love  to  study  tlvfibeaM\i<^^2s^<s<) 
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unfold  for  the  comfort  of  their  souls.  If  we  'would 
follow  the  example  of  holy  men,  who  drank  of  the 
liying  waters  of  truth  at  the  fotmtain-head,  with  much 
prayer  and  meditation,  we  should  be  equally  refreshed. 
The  knowledge  of  heavenly  things  can  only  come  £rom 
Heaven,  as  declared  by  one  of  the  Apostles,  who  stood 
with  his  Master  on  Tabor,  and  heard  the  truth  &am 
His  Divine  lips,  "Every  good  gift  and  every  perfect 
gift  is  from  above,  and  cometh  down  from  the  Father 
of  lights  "  (James  i  17). 

When  the  Apostles  beheld  their  Lord  on  the  moun- 
tain they  worshipped  Him :  but  others  doubted.  Let 
us  not  reproach  them.  The  Jews  were  more  excusable 
than  many  of  our  day,  who  idolize  the  "  noble  reascm  of 
man,''  and  dictates  of  science.  Though  an  angel  from 
Heaven  should  talk  with  them  of  truth,  what  would  it 
avail  ?  To  them  the  physical  laws  of  nature  are  higher 
than  the  revealed  laws  of  nature's  God.  They  seek  for 
truth  through  their  own  lights,  as  if  creatures  of  the 
earth  could  of  their  own  powers  rise  above  the  atmo- 
sphere of  the  earth !  As  well  attempt  the  eagle's  flight 
without  his  wings.  The  calculating  powers  of  a  rea- 
soning mind  measure  strength  against  the  Divine 
Giver :  most  fearful  odds !  If  they  would  lie  prostrate 
before  the  Holy  Spirit,  in  humble  earnest  prayer,  resign 
their  whole  being  to  His  anointing  grsice,  and  ask  His 
celestial  light,  one  spark  of  His  fire  of  Love  might 
kindle  their  souls  to  a  flame  of  ardent  faith.  "Words 
cannot  speak  the  blessedness  of  the  change.  They 
would  bum  with  desire  to  blot  out  from  the  annals  of 
the  earth  every  trace  of  their  former  presimiption. 
Alas !  that  could  not  be.  But  the  Blood  of  Christ  might 
wash  their  scarlet  sins  white  as  wool;  their  tears  of 
repentance  be  accepted ;  their  names  live  in  the  Book 
of  Life,  sealed  with  the  seven  seals,  which  no  man 
in  heaven,  nor  in  earth,  neither  imder  the  earth,  was 
found  worthy  to  open,  but  only  the  Lamb  that  was 
slain. 
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O  Almighty  Eternal  God,  the  Fonntain  of  all  truth, 
I  adore  and  praise  Thee  for  Thj  inexhaustible  Love  to 
Man  in  the  Gift  of  Thy  dear  Son,  as  the  Saviour  of  lost 
sinners.  We  have  all  come  short  of  Thy  law  of  right- 
eousness, and  I  am  a  miserable  earthworm.  But  for 
Thy  guiding  light  I  should  have  been  as  an  unbelieving 
Sadducee:  but  Thou  hast  taught  me  to  know  that 
my  Redeemer  liveth.  Hear  my  humble  prayer  on  be- 
half of  all  infidels  and  heretics.  Bring  them,  0  bring 
them  to  the  footstool  of  Thy  Throne,  that  they  may 
believe  in  their  Saviour's  Death  upon  the  Cross,  His 
Resurrection  from  the  grave,  and  His  Ascension  into 
Heaven.  Cold  and  cheerless  must  be  the  prospect  of 
those  who  cannot  trust  to  His  promises  of  eternal  life : 
but  bright  and  glorious  are  the  visions  which  Thou 
dost  vouchsafe  unto  the  faithful.  May  the  Holy 
Spirit  inflame  all  our  hearts  with  His  Divine  Love,  that 
here  on  earth  we  may  honour  Thy  Well-beloved  Son, 
and  be  received  hereafter  into  the  everlasting  mansions 
of  Thy  Glory,  through  His  only  merits,  unto  Whom, 
with  Thee,  0  Father,  and  Thee,  0  Holy  Ghost,  be 
ascribed  all  Honour,  Dominion,  and  Ms^ty  now  and 
evermore.    Amen. 


For  Wednesday  if  the  Fifth  Week  cfter  Easter. 


The  Wobds  of  oub  Lobd  on  Mount  Tabob. 

let  POINT.  "All  power  is  given  xmto  Me  in  heaven 
and  in  earth." — Few  were  the  words  spoken  by  the 
Risen  Saviour  on  the  mountain:  but  most  profound 
the  truths  th^  toaeh.    CoBscious  of  Hia  ^^[i^,Y^SHs<rs^ 
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known  from  the  beginning,  even  before  the  feill  of 
Adam,  the  weakness  of  Man,  when  left  to  his  own  free 
will,  and  the  choice  between  good  and  evil.  He  braces 
the  minds  of  His  disciples  to  their  coming  trials.  He 
foresaw ;  He  wonld  provide.  They  should  be  "  troubled 
on  every  side,  yet  not  distressed;  perplexed,  but  not  in 
despair ;  persecuted,  but  not  forsaken ;  cast  down,  but 
not  destroyed"  (2  Cor.  iv.  8-9).  In  all  extrexnities 
they  should  know  that  He  approved,  and  would  reward, 
their  sufferings; — ^they  should  look  to  Him,  their  only 
safe  refuge  in  every  peril.  Though  for  iiie  Glory  of 
His  Name,  and  the  fall  establishment  of  His  Kingdom 
on  earth,  they  might  be  crucified,  beheaded,  and  stoned 
to  death,  yet  their  confidence  should  never  swerve :  they 
should  see  Him  in  the  visions  of  fiedth  sitting  on  Bk 
Throne.  As  they  breathed  their  last  sigh  amidst  the 
revilings  of  persecutors,  and  the  tortures  of  martyrdom, 
their  next  breath  should  be  in  the  realms  of  Paradise. 
Now  therefore  "He  spake  unto  them,  saying,  'All 

POWBB  IS  GIVEN  UNTO  Me  IN  HEAVEN   AND   IN    EABTH.' " 

I,  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  the  anointed  crucified  Messias,  the 
Son  of  God,  am  God  over  all.  I  reign  in  heaven ;  I 
reign  over  the  earth  in  power  supreme ;  I  will  reign  in 
the  hearts  of  My  believing  people,  who  shall  love  Me, 
be  obedient  to  My  law  of  love,  and  trust  in  My  pro- 
mises. Yes,  in  all  ages  the  humble  disciples  of  Christ 
are  continually  passing  into  the  intermediate  state  of 
joy  in  Paradise — there  to  wait  for  the  bliss  of  His  Pre- 
sence in  Heaven.  He  is  Lord  of  quick  and  dead :  at 
the  end,  when  death,  the  last  enemy,  is  destroyed,  His 
Mediatorial  work  shall  be  accomplished ;  He  shall  de- 
liver up  the  Kingdom  to  His  Father,  and  God  shall  be 
all  in  all. 

2nd  POINT.  "Go  ye,  and  teach  all  nations,  bap- 
tizing them  in  the  Name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son, 
and  of  the  Holy  Ghost. "—This  declaration  of  the  Co- 
equality  ot  tld^  Ttwc^  llemsoa  q1  NJmv  ^A^red  Trinity 
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confirms  all  the  former  teaching  of  onr  Lord,  and  the 
words  just  going  before,  "  All  power  is  given  xrnto  Me 
in  heaven  and  in  earth/'  which  is  the  attribute  of  the 
Etbbnal.  By  the  Sacrament  of  Baptism  in  the  Name 
of  the  Holy  Trinity  all  nations  are  to  be  drawn  within 
the  circle  of  Christ's  Kingdom  on  earth.  This  is  the 
great  work  of  the  New  Creation.  With  all  reverence 
be  it  spoken,  God  seems  to  say  once  more,  '*  Let  us 
make  Man  in  Onr  image ;''  He  creates  all  thii]gs  anew 
by  the  Son  through  the  Spirit.  The  Spirit  quickens 
the  new-bom  into  the  image  of  Hm  Who  is  the  express 
image  of  the  Fathi;b,  by  signing  them  with  the  sign  of 
Eis  Cross.  Such  is  the  New  Covenant  of  Mercy,  made 
for  us,  and  with  us,  through  Christ's  Death,  Eesurreo- 
ion,  and  Ascension.  Though  the  progress  of  Christ's 
Kingdom  is  gradual,  like  the  grain  of  Mustard  Seed, 
(ret  it  is  ever  growing  into  a  Great  Tree,  and  in  His 
appointed  time  all  "  the  birds  of  the  air  shall  lodge  in 
^e  branches  thereof"  (Matt.  ziii.  82).  A  thousand 
jrears  in  the  sight  of  Grod  are  but  as  yesterday  (Pis.  xc.  4); 
md  one  day  as  a  thousand  years  (2  Peter  iii.  8). 
The  sound  of  the  Gospel  shall  one  day  carry  the  glad 
idings  of  peace  round  the  zones  of  ilie  earth,  in  the 
Sfame  of  Jesus  Christ.  His  words,  "  Go  ye,  and  teach 
ill  nations,"  are  addressed  to  His  Church  from  age  to 
ige,  and  to  each  zealous  member,  that  this  great  work 
>f  mercy  may  not  be  stayed  by  want  of  faith  and  cold- 
less  of  heart.  Millions  remain  to  be  Evangelized. 
Bishops,  Priests,  Preachers,  and  Missionaries  are  to  be 
)ent  forth  to  those  who  worship  idols  amidst  the  moun- 
Bins  of  perpetual  snow,  along  the  boundless  plains,  by 
he  side  of  mighty  rivers  east  and  west,  through  the 
turning  sands  of  Lidia  and  Africa.  England  especiaUy, 
with  her  vast  treasures,  which  are  the  Gift  of  Gk)d,  has 
I  sacred  trust  imposed  on  her — to  return  Him  back  a 
portion  for  the  cherished  service-^the  sacred  cause  ef 
3is  dear  Son,  and  take  her  lead  as  the  great  Evan- 
^lizer. 


5a8  The  Dewmt  (Jbristian'a  Help 

Zrd POINT.  "And  lo,  1  am  -with  yon  alway,  efven 
nnto  the  end  of  the  world." — Of  all  the  many  solemn 
sayings  of  our  Lord  claiming  Divine  power^  this  is  one 
of  the  most  impresedve.  On  the  Eve  of  His  Asoenfiion 
into  the  Heayen  of  heavens^ — immeasurably  distant 
beyond  the  reach  of  thought^  He  promises  to  be  present 
with  His  fedthfol  Church  and  people  on  earth  even  to 
the  countless  ages  of  futurity.  All  love^  all  glory, 
praise,  and  thanksgiying  be  unto  Him  for  the  pledge  of 
80  rich  a  blessedness.  Thus  He  is  everywhere  present 
now,  to  comfort,  sustain,  direct,  and  govern  His  Church. 
The  promise,  often  before  given,  is  again  emphatically 
repeated,  not  to  this  or  that  particular  Church,  but  to 
all  Churches  throughout  the  world,  which  confess  the 
Holy  Trinity.  Uncertain,  changing,  fEillible  though 
they  be,  teaching  new  doctrines,  above  and  below  the 
simple  truths,  as  they  are  found  in  the  Bible,  still  they 
carry  the  promise.  Let  us  pray  for  the  joyful  time, 
when  there  shall  be  "  one  Body,  and  one  Spirit,  one 
Lord,  one  Faith,  one  Baptism,  one  God  and  Father  of 
all.  Who  is  above  all,  and  through  all,  and  in  all" 
(Eph.  iv.  4-6).  The  Church  of  Christ  can  never 
perish ;  "  the  gates  of  hell  shall  not  prevail  against  it " 
(Matt.  xvi.  18) :  as  a  witness  to  Himself  it  lives  until 
He  comes  in  Glory  at  the  last  day.  The  Holy  Spirit 
has  never  been  utterly  lost  or  extinct,  though  some- 
times it  may  have  seemed  well-nigh  quenched  by  the 
perversity  of  man.  And  to  each  one  within  His  Church, 
who  is  a  true  and  loving  disciple,  this  rich  promise  is 
made.  Of  His  baptized  children  none  are  beyond  the 
compass  of  His  boundless  mercy.  The  poorest,  the 
most  feeble  in  faith,  if  earnest,  meek,  and  obedient,  may 
find  joy  here  on  earth  in  the  spiritual  presence  of  their 
Crucified  Lord ;  and  after  death  **  they  shall  be  Mine, 
saith  the  Lord  of  Hosts,  in  that  day  when  I  make  np 
My  jewels"  (Mai.  xvi.  16-17). 
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We  adore  Thee,  and  give  thanks  to  Thee,  0  Lord  our 
Saviour,  for  all  Thy  comforting  words  to  the  disciples 
after  Thy  Eesurrection :  by  these  we  are  assured  that 
Thon  hast  all  power  in  heaven  and  in  earth,  and  wilt 
be  with  Thy  Church  unto  the  end  of  the  world.  Grant 
that  we,  and  all  Thy  people,  may  honour  Thy  great 
Name,  in  which  we  are  baptized,  fear  to  offend  One  so 
powerful  and  righteous,  and  love  Thee  as  our  Saviour. 
"We  beseech  Thee,  preserve  Thy  Church,  of  which  Thou 
art  the  Head,  in  all  purity  of  doctrine,  defend  it  from 
all  danger,  sanctify  and  cleanse  it,  that  Thou  liiayest 
make  it  a  glorious  Church  in  the  world,  drawing  all  men 
to  Thy  holy  services,  and  Sacraments,  singing  to  Thee 
hymns  of  praise,  and  offering  unto  Thee  the  acceptable 
sacrifice  of  devoted  hearts  with  one  accord  of  unity. 
Amen, 


^^^ 
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THE  ASCENSION  DAY. 


W  POINT,  The  Day  of  dayp.  — Now  is  come 
another^— -and  the  last  recorded,  Day  of  days,  the  great 
md  joyftQ  glorious  Day  of  our  Dirine  Lord's  Ascknsion 
into  HeaveiL  Difflctilt  to  say  which  of  the  Foxm  Gbbat 
Dais  in  the  Christian  Cs^endar  is  greatest  above  ^ 
osiers,— whether  the  Day  of  Cftirist's  Bibth,  when  He 
oune  down  from  His  Throne  ?  or  of  His  Death,  when 
His  Soul  went  to  Paradise  ?  or  of  His  ExsuBfiBonoH, 
when  It  re-entered  the  Flesh  ?  or  of  His  Asoek sion, 
wh^i  He  returned  to  His  Throne?  Man  dnrst  sot 
judge  the  things  which  belong  to  his  Maker :  but  ve 
may  praise  and  glorify  Him  for  all.  These  Foub  GBiiT 
Days  combine  to  perfect  our  Eedemption ; — they  Me 
glorious  arches  in  the  Bridge  that  spans  the  Valley  of 
Separation  between  earth  and  heaven,  between  Man 
defiled  by  sin  and  his  God.  By  that  Bridge  of  four 
arches, —  Christ  Himself  the  Great  Architect, —  His 
redeemed  hope  to  pass  from  the  scenes  of  their  offences 
to  the  realms  of  saints.  The  Four  Great  Days  are  each 
a  Day  of  days, — links  in  a  mystical  chain,  connecting 
time  with  eternity.  Let  every  one  of  ns  adore  the 
Almighty  on  this  His  own  Day,  and  keep  it  holy  ;— 
rejoice,  meditate,  resolve,  and  pray. 

^vd  POINT,  The  Fifth  Assembly  of  the  Apostles.- 
On  the  Fortieth  Day  after  our  Lord's  Resurrection  the 
Apostles  were  again  assembled  in  the  Upper  Room  in 
Jerusalem:  and  again  He  appeared  in  the  midst  of 
them.  They  gathered  from  His  short  discourse  that 
He  was  going  away,  though  they  knew  not  whither. 
He  reminds  them  of  His  former  words ; — "  While  I  was 
yet  with  you,"  He  says, — as  if  no  longer  to  be  so.  He 
strengthens  their  faith  for  the  future,  showing  that  all 
had  been  cleaiVj  iox^\o\^\  ''  ^<ev  o^x^ed  their  under- 
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ling,  that  they  might  imderstand  the  Scriptures. . . 
}  it  is  written,  and  thus  it  behoved  Christ  to  suffer, 
to  rise  from  the  dead  the  third  day;  and  that 
atance  and  remission  of  sins  should  be  preached 
is  Name  among  all  nations,  beginning  at  Jerusalem. 
ye  are  witnesses  of  these  things.*'  Then  He  repeats 
promise,  that  the  Father  would  send  to  them  the 
'  Ghost,  —  "Behold  I  send  the  Promise  of  My 
er  upon  you.  .  .  Ye  shall  be  baptized  with  the 
'  Ghost  not  many  days  hence."  His  last  i^junotiQii 
"  Tarry  ye  in  the  city  of  Jerusalem,  until  ye  be 
Led  with  power  from  on  high.  .  .  wait  for  the  pro* 
of  the  Father,  which  ye  have  heard  of  Me."* 

d  POINT.  He  was  parted  from  them,  and  carried 
ito  Heaven. — After  this  discourse  our  most  blessed 
I  led  His  Apostles  "  as  far  as  to  Bethany."  Short 
leir  sorrowful  anticipations  were  to  be,  we  feel  for 
3  noble-minded  men,  whose  memories  are  dear  to 
and  think  how  sad  must  have  been  the  idea  of 
[g  such  a  Master.  Full  of  misgiving  thoughts  at 
pproaching  separation,  they  gathered  round  Him : 
^ay  was  short ;  His  manner  solemn  and  mysterious ; 
iscourse  was  hushed  until  they  reached  the  destined 
Then  they  asked  a  strange  question;  "Lord, 
Thou  at  this  time  restore  again  the  Kingdom  to 
3l?"  It  seems  wonderful.  All  His  lessons  and 
hecies  of  a  Heavenly  Kingdom  had  failed  to  open 
eyes  to  His  real  Nature:  though  they  verily 
ved  Him  to  be  the  Son  of  God,  they  thought  only 
e  portion  they  were  to  have  in  His  Kingdom  on 
1 !  to  their  minds  the  summit  of  happiness  wag 
N.  Thus  it  is  with  us  now,— even  with  the  Bible 
rery  hand  :  we  live  in  a  world  of  spirits,.yet  cannot 
above  the  atmosphere  of  earth.    Angels  are  around 

^r  all  this,  which  is  most  worthy  of  attention,  study  St. 
xxlv.  44-49,  and  Acts  i.  4-5.    Especially  St.  John  xiv,,  xv., 
vi.,  which  deserve  to  be  learned  by  he&rt. 
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xxB ;  but  we  care  not  for  their  presence :  they  would 
minister  to  ns, "  converse  with  ns  thought  to  tiionght " 
messengers  of  the  "  still  small  voice,"  lead  ns,  comfort 
ns,  "  stop  every  avenue  of  ill  f  but  we  heed  them  not! 
Angels  were  waiting  the  command  of  the  Son  of  God 
to  carry  Him  up  to  His  Throne  in  Heaven,  and  His 
Apostles  ask  Him  about  His  throne  in  Israel!  Once 
more,  and  for  the  last  time,  to  their  earthly  question 
He  gives  them  a  spiritual  answer,  "  It  is  not  for  you  to 
know  the  times  and  seasons,  which  the  Father  hath  put 
in  His  own  power.  But  ye  shall  receive  power,  after 
that  the  Holy  Ghost  is  come  upon  you :  and  ye  shall  be 
witnesses  unto  Me  both  in  Jerusalem,  and  in  all  Judna, 
and  in  Samaria,  and  to  the  uttermost  part  of  the  earth 
.  .  .  and  He  lifted  up  His  hands,  and  blessed  them. 
And  it  came  to  pass,  while  He  blessed  them.  He  was 
parted  from  them,  and  cabbied  up  into  hsaybn.  .  .  . 
Hb  was  takbn  up,  and  a  cloud  received  Him  out  of 
their  sight "  (Luke  xxiv.  51 ;  Acts  i  1-9). 

All  is  accomplished  !    Jesus  Christ,  the  Crucified 

Redeemer,  goes  up  in  Majesty  on  high;  exalted  in 

triumph  to  the  Glory  which  He  had  from  Eternity  with 

the  Father  and  the  Holy  Ghost.    He  ascends  to  His 

Throne  in  realms  of  light,  which  He  created, — from 

which  He  came  down  in  mercy,  to  take  upon  Him  the 

Nature  of  Man,  that  He  might  save  sinners.     Who  can 

form  the  faintest  idea  of  the  Hallelujahs  that  resounded 

through  the  Holy  of  Holies,  the  Heaven  of  Heavens,  in 

the  Presence  of  God,  when  the  Well-beloved  entered  in? 

Ranks  upon  ranks,  legions  upon  legions  of  angels! 

those  bright  and  blissful  hierarchies,  those  Cherubim  and 

Seraphim,  and  archangels,  and  dominions  in  heavenly 

places !  what  ecstatic  joy,  what  hymns  of  praise,  thrilled 

through  the  boundless  spheres  of  His  celestial  Kingdom 

at  the  coming  of  Messiah  the  King  to  sit  upon  His 

Throne  for  ever!     "Lift  up  your  heads,  0  ye  gates; 

and  be  ye  lift  xvp,  ^^  ^^etlsv&tin^  doors ;  and  the  T'^ing 
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of  Glory  shall  come  in.  Who  is  this  King  of  Glory  ? 
tiie  Lord  strong  and  mighty^  the  Lord  mighty  in  battle. 
Idffc  up  your  heads,  0  ye  gates,  even  lift  them  np,  ye 
everlasting  doors ;  and  the  King  of  Glory  shall  come  in. 
Who  is  this  King  of  Glory?  the  Lord  of  Hosts,  Ha  is 
the  King  of  Glory''  (Ps.  xxiv.  7-10).  "I  am  Alpha 
and  Omega,  the  Beginning  and  the  Ending,  saith  the 
Lord,  Which  is,  and  Which  was,  and  Which  is  to  come, 
the  Almighiy.  .  .  .  Fear  not ;  I  am  the  First  and  the 
Last:  I  AM  HE  THAT  LIVETH,  AND  WAS  DEAD; 
and  behold,  I  am  alive  for  evermore.  Amen ;  and  have 
the  keys  of  hell,  and  of  death.  .  .  .  And  I  beheld^  and 
I  heard  the  voice  of  many  angels  round  about  the 
Throne,  and  the  beasts,  and  the  elders :  and  the  number 
of  them  was  ten  thousand  times  ten  thousand  and 
thousands  of  thousands,  saying  with  a  loud  voice, 
*  Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  slain  to  receive  power, 
and  riches,  and  wisdom,  and  strength,  and  honour,  and 
glory,  and  blessing.'  .  .  .  And  every  creature  which  is 
in  heaven,  and  on  the  earth,  and  under  the  earth,  and 
such  as  are  in  the  sea,  and  all  that  are  in  them,  heard 
I  saying, '  Blessing,  and  honour,  and  glory,  and  power 
be  unto  Him  That  sitteth  upon  the  Throne,  and  unto 
the  Lamb  for  ever.'"  Amen  (Bev.  i.  8,  and  17,  18; 
V,  11, 13). 

0  Ahnighty  God,  we  are  not  worthy  to  praise  Thee  for 
the  wonderful  Ascension  of  Thy  dear  Son  to  His 
Majesty  in  Heaven,  which  He  had  with  Thee  before  the 
foundation  of  the  world.  But  Thou  art  the  Gkxl  of 
Love ;  and  dost  graciously  permit  repentant  sinners  to 
approach  the  Throne  of  grace  in  His  Name.  Accept 
our  humble  sacrifice  of  thanksgiving  and  adoration  for 
Thy  mercy  to  fallen  Man  in  being  reconciled  as  a 
Heavenly  Father  by  ELis  Death,  and  Besurrection,  and 
Ascension.  We  believe  that  He  now  reigneth  for  ever 
with  Thee  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  worshipped  by  tha 


594     The  Devoid  Christians  Help  to  Meditation, 

Gherubim,  and  Seraphim^  and  the  angelic  hosts,  whom 
Thou  didst  create  in  holiness  to  Thine  own  Glory. 
May  His  precious  merits  prevail  for  the  pardon  of  aJl 
our  sins,  that  after  this  life  we  may  be  received  into 
Thy  Presence^  which  is  the  consummation  of  all  bliss. 
Grant  this  our  prayer  for  His  sake,  our  Crucified  Lord, 
and  our  Ascended  Saviour.    Amen. 

O  Lord,  our  Eedeemer,  our  King,  and  our  God,  we 
humbly  praise  Thee  for  Thy  glorious  Asceksion  to  rdgn 
for  ever  with  Thy  Heavenly  Father,  and  the  Eternal 
Spirit.  Thy  hand  that  was  pierced  for  us,  wields  the 
sceptre  of  the  worlds.  Thy  brows  that  wore  the  Crown 
of  Thorns  are  now  encircled  by  a  diadem  of  light  All 
the  companies  of  Heaven  adore  Thee,  and  cast  their 
golden  crowns  before  Thy  Throne.  0  teach  me  to  love 
Thee  more  and  more,  until  I  may  truly  say.  Thou  art 
the  desire  of  my  soul.  This  joy  can  only  be  vouchsafed 
through  the  Gift  of  Thy  Divine  grace.  O  come,  my 
Ascended  Lord,  and  make  me  Thiae  on  earth;  that 
when  the  day  of  death  shall  take  me  hence,  my  soul 
may  be  received  into  the  heavenly  realms  to  join  the 
saints  redeemed  in  hymns  of  praise  to  Thy  Majesty. 
Grant  this  for  Thy  mercy's  sake.    Amen. 

O  Holy  Ghost,  Who  reignest  in  the  realms  of 
celestial  light,  vouchsafe  unto  us  the  fire  of  Thy  Love, 
that  our  hearts  may  be  kindled  to  an  ardent  Faith  iq 
the  merits  of  our  Ascended  Redeemer,  Who  sitteth 
with  Thee  in  the  Glory  of  the  Eternal  Throne.  By  Thy 
life-giving  Spirit  purify  all  my  affections.  O  keep  me 
without  spot  of  sin,  lest  I  defile  my  immortal  soul, 
which  Thou  wouldest  have  to  be  a  sanctuary  hallowed 
to  Thiae  own  Indwelling.  This  I  earnestly  desire,  and 
by  Thy  anointing  grace  will  continue  steadfastly  to 
purpose.  Lead  me  in  Thy  holy  paths,  which  are 
unerring  ways  of  happiness  on  earth,  and  lead  to  the 
joys  of  heaven.    All  Love,  all  Glory  be  to  Thee.   Amev. 
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Deab  Readeb, 

Our  adorable  Lord  and  Sayiottr  is  gone  np  to  His 
Throne :  but  not  taken  away  from  ns.  We  have  His 
words  of  promise,  of  comfort,  and  hope.  Then  let  ns 
not  lament;  but  endeavour  to  imitate  the  Apostles. 
Seeing  that  their  Divine  Master  was  carried  into  Heaven 
by  angels,  they  knew  that  He  was  God  :  their  hearts 
swelled  with  a  grandeur  before  unknown.  They  wor- 
shipped Him ;  and  returned  to  Jerusalem  with  great 
joy ;  and  were  continually  praising  and  blessing  God. 
By  the  fire  of  the  Spirit  they  burned  with  zeal  to  make 
known  His  Name  among  all  nations. 

All  the  events  of  the  past  history  within  the  narrow 
boundaries  of  Galilee  and  Judeea  verged  towards  the 
Cross  on  Calvary,  as  a  centre :  but  now  that  the  "  Sun 
OF  EiGHTEonsNESs ''  has  Bisen  from  the  Sepulchre,  and 
Ascended  to  His  Meridian,  the  rays  of  His  Glory  shine 
over  the  world.  A  wider  prospect  opens  upon  us  in 
the  *'  Acts  of  the  Apostles,"  and  the  inspired  "  Epistles." 
Would  that  the  attempt  to  set  it  before  you  were  com- 
mitted to  stronger  hands !  We  have  great  need  of  your 
indulgence  for  the  past;— not  the  indulgence  of  praise, 
but  the  friendship  of  a  critical  unflinching  candour  in 
pointing  out  its  faults ; — and  for  the  future  your  help  in 
advice.  Every  hint  will  be  received  with  thanks. 
You  have  the  same  cause  at  heart, — self-improvement, 
and  the  progress  of  others  in  rehgious  meditation.  We 
earnestly  invite  your  aid  addressed  to  t        i 

J.  L.  ArK  cnlvd 

Chislehursty  Kent. 
May  4^  1867. 
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